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The Qur’an is the revelation of Allah’s Own Words 
for the guidance of His creatures. Since the Qur’an is 
the primary source of Islamic teachings, the correct 
understanding of the Qur’an is necessary for every 
Muslim. The Tafsir of Ibn Kathir is the most renowned 
and accepted explanation of the Qur’an in the entire 
world. In it one finds the best presentation of Hadiths, 
History, and scholarly commentary. 
Darussalam is proud to present for the first time this 
abridged version of Tafsir Ibn Kathir, which is free 
from unauthentic Hadiths. 
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Important Guidelines About the Authenti- 
city of the Reports and Quotations in the 
Tafsir of Ibn Kathir 


Reports from the Companions of the Messenger of Allah 


Reports that are attributed to the companions of Allah’s 
Messenger # are commonly used for additional explanation of 
the meanings of the Qur’an. As for those quotes that Ibn Kathir 
mentions in passing, these quotes may, or may not be 
authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is mentioned that 
one of them said something, and that statement contradicts 
other clearly authentic texts, then such statements can not be 
held as an evidence against what is known to be authentic. 
Additional information in this regard is found in the 
Introduction of Ibn Kathir. 


Incomplete Chains of Narration 


The following is a list of common incomplete chains of 
narrations that Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir often quotes. 


— ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah (Al-Walibi) reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said... 

- (‘Atiyah) Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said... 

- Ad-Dahhak from Ibn ‘Abbas. 

- As-Suddi reported from Abu Malik and Abu Salih from Ibn 
‘Abbas, Ibn Mas‘ad and [or] some men among the 
companions. 

~ Al-Hasan Al-Basri reporting from or about the Prophet 23. 

- Az-Zuhri [Muhammad bin Shihab] reporting from or about 
the Prophet 3%. 

- Urwah bin Az-Zubayr reporting from or about the Prophet #. 

- Tkrimah reporting from or about the Prophet 3. 

- Qatadah reporting from or about the Prophet 3. 

All narrations coming from these chains are unauthentic 
according to the Sciences of Hadith. Their meanings, however, 
may be correct as understood by authentic texts, and for this 
reason they are commonly referenced. 
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Reports from the Followers of the Companions and 
those who Follow them 


The following is a list of those who did not see the Prophet 
#, but they report from companions of the Prophet 3%, while 
often they themselves are quoted for Tafsir. Reports that are 
attributed to them are used as additional support in 
understanding certain issues by Ibn Kathir. Such quotes may, 
or may not be authentically attributed to them. Wherever it is 
mentioned that one of them said something, and that 
Statement contradicts other clearly authentic texts, then such 
statements can not be held as evidence against the authentic 
evidence. 

Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Said bin Jubayr, Said bin Al-Musayib, ‘Ata’ 
(bin Abi Rab&h), ‘Ata’ Al-Khurrasani, Muqétil bin Hayyan, Ar- 
Rabi‘ bin Anas, Ash-Sha‘bbi, Qatadah, Mujahid, Tkrimah, Ad- 
Dahhak, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam (Ibn Zayd), Ibn 
Jurayj. 


Other Scholars After the Companions 


The following are some scholars that Ibn Kathir often quotes 
from. Since these scholars are not well known to the average 
English reader, one should beware that their own statements 
about the Prophet #, his companions, or circumstances 
surrounding the Qur’an’s revelation, are not to be considered 
as important as authentically narrated texts. 

Waki‘, Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Muhammad bin Ishaq, Ibn 
‘Atiyyah, Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Jarir (At-Tabari). 
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Who Was Wronged 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on the 


Ayah, 


4) Se hth iall At L2 W 
<Allah does not like that the evil should be uttered in public} 


“Allah does not like that any one should invoke Him against 
anyone else, unless one was wronged. In this case, Allah 
allows one to invoke Him against whoever wronged him. Hence 
Allah’s statement, ‘3 

<b Id 


<except by him who has been wronged. 
Yet, it is better for one if he observes patience.”'! Al-Hasan 


0) At-Tabari 9 :344. 
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Al-Basri commented, “One should not invoke Allah (for curses) 
against whoever wronged him. Rather, he should supplicate, 
‘O Allah! Help me against him and take my right from him.”"") 
In another narration, Al-Hasan said, “Allah has allowed one to 
invoke Him against whoever wronged him without 
transgressing the limits.” 

‘Abdul-Karim bin Malik Al-Jazari said about this Ayah; 
“When a man curses you, you could curse him in retaliation. 
But if he lies about you, you may not lie about him. 

¢And indeed whosoever takes revenge after he has suffered 

wrong, for such there is no way (of blame) against them.>” 


Abu Dawud recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3% said, 


uf sllach Jens eo Gigs tsa prt) YEG hich] 
tWhatever words are uttered by those who curse each other, 


then he who started it will carry the burden thereof, unless the 
one who was wronged transgresses the limit»! 


Allah said, 
ue 5 tbe oy sete T. pen a Aek & for vA 
Eis He BE aN SE oh 2 US AAA AGE U2 o> 


«Whether you disclose a good deed, or conceal it, or pardon an 

evil; verily, Allah is Ever Pardoning, All-Powerful.> 
Meaning when you, mankind, admit to a good favor done to 
you, or conceal it, and forgive those who wrong you, then this 
will bring you closer to Allah and increase your reward with 
Him. 

Among Allah’s attributes is that He forgives and pardons His 

servants, although He is able to punish them. Hence Allah’s 
statement, 


408 he SE ail Sd 
€Verily, Allah is Ever Pardoning, All-Powerful.> 
It was reported that some of the angels who carry Allah’s 


0) At-Tabari 9 :344. 
[2] Abu Dawud: 4894. 
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Throne praise Him saying, “All praise is due to You for Your 
forbearing even though You have perfect knowledge {in all evil 
committed).” Some of them supplicate, “All praise is due to 
You for Your forgiving even though You have perfect ability (to 
punish).” An authentic Hadith states, 


Satie: cee nee ptoth bbl QR RE eee er dcnge: ieStie. tea Giese: Se ye 
02) 4035 dy ANG 325 ole Vi 1522 M1315 V5 4S t JG Ua 
3M AIS Sa slo ¥f gy | 2 ¥9 sd Se Jie Gas 


‘No charity shall ever decrease wealth, and Allah will only 
increase the honor of a servant who pardons, and he who is 
humble for Allah's sake, then Allah will elevate his grades"! 
BB OSHS 02s HS BE I OLS at Oh KS al Od 
S60 2 Gi) BLS BS VEE J ots ot $e Bt 
PAGS D5 atts Jb ten G6 Gg te aKa Cah 

ESS UAE I 365 PATA pq Se GSH BS 
4150. Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers 
and wish to make distinction between Allah and His Messengers 
saying, “We believe in some but reject others,” and wish to 
adopt a way in between.> 


4151. They are in truth disbelievers. And We have prepared for 
the disbelievers a humiliating torment .> 


€152. And those who believe in Allah and His Messengers and 
make no distinction between any of them (Messengers), We 
shall give them their rewards; and Allah is Ever Forgiving, 
Most Merciful .> 


Believing in Some Prophets and Rejecting Others is 
Pure Kufr 


Allah threatens those who disbelieve in Him and in His 
Messengers, such as the Jews and Christians, who. 
differentiate between Allah and His Messengers regarding faith. 
They believe in some Prophets and reject others, following their 
desires, lusts and the practices of their forefathers. They do 
not follow any proof for such distinction, because there is no 
such proof. Rather, they follow their lusts and prejudices. 


(1) Muslim 4 :2001. 
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The Jews, may Allah curse them, believe in the Prophets, 
except ‘Isa and Muhammad, peace be upon them. The 
Christians believe in the Prophets but reject their Final and 
Seal, and the most honored among the prophets, Muhammad, 
peace be upon him. In addition, the Samirah (Samaritans) do 
not believe in any Prophet after Yuwsha‘ (Joshua), the 
successor of Musa bin Imran. The Majis (Zoroastrians) are 
said to believe only in a Prophet called Zoroaster, although 
they do not believe in the law he brought them casting it 
behind them, and Allah knows best. 

Therefore, whoever rejects only one of Allah’s Prophets, he 
will have disbelieved in all of them, because it is required from 
mankind to believe in every prophet whom Allah sent to the 
people of the earth. And whoever rejects one Prophet, out of 
envy, bias and personal whim, he only demonstrates that his 
faith in other Prophets is not valid, but an act of following 
desire and whim. This is why Allah said, 


4.235 ah ByIKS pail > 
<Verily, those who disbelieve in Allah and His Messengers...> 


Thus, Allah describes these people as disbelievers in Allah 
and His Messengers; 
es ail SUS oS Sodyps> 
€and wish to make distinction between Allah and His 
Messengers} in faith, 
qe HS 5 base FT 6tots ot AER ot, LB ISS 

¢saying, ‘We believe in some but reject others,’’ and wish to 
adopt a way in between .> 


Allah then describes them; 
is Sg Agi 
They are in truth disbelievers .> 
meaning, their disbelief in the Prophet they claim to believe in 
is clear. This is because their claimed faith in a certain 
Messenger is not true, for had they truly believed in him, they 


would have believed in other Messengers, especially if the 
other Messenger has a stronger proof for his truthfulness. Or 
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at least, they would have strived hard to acquire knowledge of 
the truth of the other Messenger. 
Allah said, 
46g IK gael C3ch> 
<And We have prepared for the disbelievers a humiliating 
torment .> 


This is just punishment for belittling the Prophets whom they 
disbelieved in, by ignoring what the Prophet brought to them 
from Allah, and because they are interested in the insignificant 
possessions of this world. Or, their behavior could be the 
result of their disbelief in the Prophet after they were aware of 
his truth, just as the Jewish rabbis did during the time of 
Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah #%. The Jews envied the 
Messenger because of the great prophethood that Allah gave 
him, and as a consequence, they denied the Messenger, defied 
him, became his enemies and fought against him. Allah sent 
humiliation upon them in this life, that shall be followed by 
disgrace in the aaa 


Bi Gp phy 3S Heat Dat Aye 2245 
¢And they were covered with humiliation and misery, and they 
drew on themselves the wrath of Allah.> 
in this life and the padi Allah’s statement, 
4p NGS Bs atts Bh Yee colo 
¢And those who believe in “Allah and His Messengers and make 
no distinction between any of them,> 
This refers to the Ummah of Muhammad #% who believe in 
every Book that Allah has revealed and in every Prophet whom 
Allah has sent. Allah said, 
456 ee ¥ GuBNG oS oe SH GAG S51 coup 


<The Messenger believes in what has been revealed to him from 
his Lord, and (so do) the believers. All of them believe in 
Allah .> (2:285). 


Allah then states that He has prepared great rewards for 
them, tremendous favor and a handsome bounty, 


qchsth 5 Hae Ss agN> 
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«We shall give them their rewards ;> because of their faith in Allah 
and His Messengers, 


Chas ple Ail 585 


¢and Allah is Ever Forgiving, Most Merciful.> for their sin, if they 
have any. 


BS on BI gs Ye HS LAN GS pyle JE A CaS J cic 
24iie 6 os be Sell UAE 3 ppt, ar ES Ce at Gh hs 
CS iyi SOK OS GS Sed ole ws Gs OS os Ges Lagi 

COS GE oe OG Saal gL A ES ol Ut 


€153. The People of the Scripture (Jews) ask you to cause a 
book to descend upon them from heaven. Indeed, they asked 
Musa for even greater than that, when they said: “Show us 
Allah in public,” but they were struck with a bolt of lightning 
for their wickedness. Then they worshipped the calf even after 
Al-Bayyinat had come to them. (Even) so We forgave them. 
And We gave Musa a clear proof of authority.> 


€154. And for their covenant, We raised over them the mount 
and (on the other occasion) We said: ‘Enter the gate 
prostrating (or bowing) with humility; and We commanded 
them: “‘Transgress not on the Sabbath (Saturday).” And We 
took from them a firm covenant.> 


The Stubbornness of the Jews 


Muhammad bin Ka‘ Al-Qurazi, As-Suddi and Qataddah said 
that the Jews asked the Messenger of Allah to cause a book to 
come down to them from heaven, just as the Tawrah was sent 
down to Masa.''! Ibn Jurayj said that the Jews asked the 
Messenger to cause books to come down to them addressed to 
so-and-so among them, testifying to the truth of what he was 
sent with.'7] The Jews only asked for this because of their 
stubbornness, defiance, rejection and disbelief. The 
disbelievers of Quraysh also asked for similar things from the 
Prophet, as is mentioned in Sdrat Al-Isra’, 


"'l At-Tabari 9 :356, 357. 
2) At-Tabari 9 :357. 


. 
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C0 AT OS EG od I NGD 
€And they say: “We shall not believe in you, until you cause a 
spring to gush forth from the earth for us ;> (17:90) 
Allah said, 

Creel tina USE He EL BS BS » ST es UE ep 
<Indeed, they asked Musa for even greater than that, when they 
said, “Show us Allah in public,” but they were struck with a 
bolt of lightning for their wickedness. 


injustice, transgression, defiance and rebellion. This part was 
explained in Sdrat Al-Baqarah, 


rays coy bot BEB ee dS EH I es 28 ip 

CGS peal Sas os Ls KE 
<And (remember) when you said: “O Musa! We shall never 
believe in you until we see Allah plainly.” But you were struck 
by a bolt of lightning while you were looking. Then We raised 
you up after your death, so that you might be grateful.> 
(2:55,56) 

Allah’s statement, 
€2ogit 2Ba wah be Se UE 3 


<Then they worshipped the calf even after Al-Bayyinat had 
come to them.> 


meaning, after they witnessed the tremendous miracles and 
unequivocal proofs at the hand of Misa in Egypt. They also 
witnessed the demise of their enemy, Fir‘awn and his soldiers, 
when they all drowned in the sea. Yet soon after, when they 
passed by a people who were worshipping idols, they said to 
Masa, 


loc AS wT sastp 
<Make for us a god as they have gods. 


Allah explains the story of the Jews worshipping the calf in 
Surat Al-A‘raf (7) and Stirah Ta Ha (20) after Musa went to 
meet with his Lord. When Masa returned, Allah decreed that 
in order for the Jews to earn accepted repentance, then those 
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who did not worship the calf would have to kill those who 
worshipped it. They complied with this command, and Allah 
resurrected them afterwards. Allah said here, 


CEI LL BF EEC OS oo GSD 


<(Even) so We forgave them. And We gave Muséa a clear proof 
of authority.> 
Allah then said, 
dies ill $85 CG 
¢And for their covenant, We raised over them the mount,> 
This was when they refrained from implementing the rulings of 
the Tawrah and refused what Musa brought them from Allah. 
So Allah raised the mountain above their heads and they were 
ordered to prostrate, which they did. Even so, they were 


looking above when they were prostrating for fear that the 
mountain might fall on them, 


<j Soak T add oe tals A Gh; “Ab OY 545 ao Sal US 55> 


¢And (remember) when We raised the mountain over them as if 
it had been a canopy, and they thought that it was going to ‘fall 
on them. (We said): “Hold firmly to what We have given 
you .”’> 

Allah then said, 


ay audi Wes vi tii5> 


qand We said, “Enter the gate prostrating (or bowing) with 

humility ;"> 
meaning that they also defied this command in word and 
action. They were commanded to enter Bayt Al-Quds (in 
Jerusalem) while bowing and saying “Hittah”, meaning: ‘O 
Allah! take from us our sin of abandoning Jihad.’ This was the 
cause of their wandering in the desert of Tih for forty years. 
Yet, they entered the House while crawling on their rear ends 
and saying ‘Hintah (a wheat grain) in Sha‘rah (the hair)’. 


doi! g Lis TAD 
and We commanded them, “Transgress not the Sabbath 
(Saturday).’’> 
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meaning, We 
commanded them to 
a 5 Rens ake honor the Sabbath 
on KEE CERECE WE and honor what Allah 


Beate qc prohibited them on 
me FE aS @ ISLES that day. 


precves °S og het? . ree 
ih lo NH eG betty CG is he CL 
Dives a asleeliy ses qAnd We took from 
ba Aas JE gaa ast || them a firm covenant.> 
poe rer ee a ‘sac meaning, strong 
Li Go tes. covenant. They 


Pid 


id 
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(86 HN SG 9 Sele sacal Allah prohibited by 
. Pe WV 8 42 oe * d iS 
A scek pa Kens lech GCF Using eceit and 


trickery, as is 
ais (eh Agaicl tt gone Bolts peers in Surat 
SS OBMG 5 KUCH sll 


: S MM sl ys Yl) 
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4And ask them about 
the town that was by the 
sea.> 
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€155. Because of their breaking the covenant, and their 
rejecting the Ayat of Allah, and their killing the Prophets 
unjustly, and their saying: ‘Our hearts are Ghulf,” nay, Allah 
has set a seal upon their hearts because of their disbelief, so they 
believe not but a little .> 


tS 
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€156. And because of their disbelief and uttering against 
Maryam a grave false charge.> 


€157. And because of their saying, “We killed Al-Masih ‘Isa, 
son of Maryam, the Messenger of Allah,” but they killed him 
not, nor crucified him, but it appeared as that to them, and 
those who differ therein are full of doubts. They have no 
(certain) knowledge, they follow nothing but conjecture. For 
surely; they killed him not.> 


€158. But Allah raised him up unto Himself. And Allah is 
Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise.> 


€159. And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but 
must believe in him, before his death. And on the Day of 
Resurrection, he will be a witness against them .> 


The Crimes of the Jews 


The sins mentioned here are among the many sins that the 
Jews committed, which caused them to be cursed and 
removed far away from right guidance. The Jews broke the 
promises and vows that Allah took from them, and also 
rejected Allah’s Aydt, meaning His signs and proofs, and the 
miracles that they witnessed at the hands of their Prophets. 
Allah said, 

45 A ASM HED 
<and their killing the Prophets unjustly, 


because their many crimes and offenses against the Prophets 
of Allah, for they killed many Prophets, may Allah’s peace be 
upon them Their saying: 


bik ip 
<“Our hearts are Ghulf,’’> 


meaning, wrapped with covering, according to Ibn ‘Abbas, 
Mujahid, Sa‘id bin Jubayr, Ikrimah, As-Suddi and Qatadah.!! 
This is similar to the what the idolators said, 

ahah ed 


445) Ce ts Heol 4 GE 55> 


1] At-Tabari 9:364. 
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¢And they say: “Our hearts are under coverings (screened) 
from that to which you invite us.”’> 


Allah said, 
ek EER 
¢nay, Allah has set a seal upon their hearts because of their 
disbelief,> 
It is as if they had given an excuse that their hearts do not 
understand what the Prophet says since their hearts are 
wrapped with coverings, so they claim. Allah said that their 


hearts are sealed because of their disbelief, as we mentioned 
before in the explanation of Surat Al-Bagarah. Allah then said, 


45.8 1 St HD 
¢so they believe not but a little.> 


for their hearts became accustomed to Kuff, transgression and 
weak faith. 


The Evil Accusation the Jews Uttered Against Maryam 
and Their Claim that They Killed ‘Isa 


Allah said, 
qo ae CS 207 SF pss Aad 
¢And because of their (Jews) disbelief and uttering against 
Maryam a grave false charge .> 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abbas stated that the Jews 
accused Maryam of fornication.''! This is also the saying of As- 
Suddi, Juwaybir, Muhammad bin Ishaq and several others.'?! 
This meaning is also apparent in the Ayah, as the Jews 
accused Maryam and her son of grave accusations: They 
accused her of fornication and claimed that ‘Isa was an 
illegitimate son. Some of them even claimed that she was 
menstruating while fornicating. May Allah’s continued curse be 
upon them until the Day of Resurrection. The Jews also said, 


4il 125 G2 Hh Ae Geel GS > 


I" At-Tabari 9:367. 
(2) At-Tabari 9 :367. 
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<'We killed Al-Masih, ‘Isa, son of Maryam, the Messenger of 
Allah ,”’> 

meaning, we killed the person who claimed to be the 

Messenger of Allah. The Jews only uttered these words in jest 

and mockery, just as the polytheists said, 


C3355 Ly il ae 5S wall Glep 


¢€O you to whom the Dhikr (the Qur'an) has been sent down! 
Verily, you are a mad man!> 


When Allah sent fs with proofs and guidance, the Jews, 
may Allah’s curses, anger, torment and punishment be upon 
them, envied him because of his prophethood and obvious 
miracles; curing the blind and leprous and bringing the dead 
back to life, by Allah’s leave. He also used to make the shape 
of a bird from clay and blow in it, and it became a bird by 
Allah’s leave and flew. ‘sA performed other miracles that Allah 
honored him with, yet the Jews defied and bellied him and 
tried their best to harm him. Allah’s Prophet ‘Isa could not live 
in any one city for long and he had to travel often with his 
mother, peace be upon them. Even so, the Jews were not 
satisfied, and they went to the king of Damascus at that time, 
a Greek polytheist who worshipped the stars. They told him 
that there was a man in Bayt Al-Maqdis misguiding and 
dividing the people in Jerusalem and stirring unrest among 
the king’s subjects. The king became angry and wrote to his 
deputy in Jerusalem to arrest the rebel leader, stop him from 
causing unrest, crucify him and make him wear a crown of 
thorns. When the king’s deputy in Jerusalem received these 
orders, he went with some Jews to the house that Isé was 
residing in, and he was then with twelve, thirteen or seventeen 
of his companions. That day was a Friday, in the evening. 
They surrounded ‘Isa in the house, and when he felt that they 
would soon enter the house or that he would sooner or later 
have to leave it, he said to his companions, “Who volunteers to 
be made to look like me, for which he will be my companion 
in Paradise?” A young man volunteered, but Isa thought that 
he was too young. He asked the question a second and third 
time, each time the young man volunteering, prompting 1sa to 
say, “Well then, you will be that man.” Allah made the young 
man look exactly like ‘isa, while a hole opened in the roof of 
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the house, and tsA was made to sleep and ascended to heaven 
while asleep. Allah said, : 


45 Bs BSS Oy wend i IE SD 


¢And (remember) when Allah said: “O ‘Isa! I will take you and 
raise you to Myself.”’> 


When ‘isd ascended, those who were in the house came out. 
When those surrounding the house saw the man who looked 
like ‘sa, they thought that he was Isa. So they took him at 
night, crucified him and placed a crown of thorns on his head. 
The Jews then boasted that they killed ‘sa and some 
Christians accepted their false claim, due to their ignorance 
and lack of reason. As for those who were in the house with 
fsa, they witnessed his ascension to heaven, while the rest 
thought that the Jews killed Isa by crucifixion. They even said 
that Maryam sat under the corpse of the crucified man and 
cried, and they say that the dead man spoke to her. All this 
was a test from Allah for His servants out of His wisdom. 

Allah explained this matter in the Glorious Qur’an which He 
sent to His honorable Messenger, whom He supported with 
miracles and clear, unequivocal evidence. Allah is the Most 
Truthful, and He is the Lord of the worlds Who knows the 
secrets, what the hearts conceal, the hidden matters in heaven 
and earth, what has occurred, what will occur, and what 
would occur if it was decreed. He said, 


Ch S85 te 5 1S wap 

€but they killed him not, nor crucified him, but it appeared as 

that to them,> 
referring to the person whom the Jews thought was ‘sa. This 
is why Allah said afterwards, 

il GY eine ACES So HS op 
¢and those who differ therein are full of doubts. They have no 
(certain) knowledge, they follow nothing but conjecture.> 


referring to the Jews who claimed to kill Is4 and the ignorant 
Christians who believed them. Indeed they are all in confusion, 
misguidance and bewilderment. This is why Allah said, 


etek 5 Uap 


28 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
€For surely; they killed him not.> 


meaning they are not sure that ‘Is& was the one whom they 
killed. Rather, they are in doubt and confusion over this 
matter. 


<But Allah raised him up unto Himself. And Allah is Ever All- 
Powerful ,> 
meaning, He is the Almighty, and He is never weak, nor will 
those who seek refuge in Him ever be subjected to disgrace, 
qUSe> 

€All-Wise.» in all that He decides and ordains for His 
creatures. Indeed, Allah’s is the clearest wisdom, unequivocal 
proof and the most glorious authority. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Just before Allah raised Isa to the 
heavens, IsA went to his companions, who were twelve inside 
the house. When he arrived, his hair was dripping water and 
he said, There are those among you who will disbelieve in me 
twelve times after he had believed in me.’ He then asked, ‘Who 
volunteers that his image appear as mine, and be killed in my 
place. He will be with me (in Paradise)?’ One of the youngest 
ones among them volunteered and ‘ts asked him to sit down. 
IsAé again asked for a volunteer, and the young man kept 
volunteering and ‘sd asking him to sit down. Then the young 
man volunteered again and ‘isa said, ‘You will be that man,’ 
and the resemblance of Isa was cast over that man while tsa 
ascended to heaven from a hole in the house. When the Jews 
came looking for ‘Isa, they found that young man and crucified 
him. Some of ‘sa’s followers disbelieved in him twelve times 
after they had believed in him. They then divided into three 
groups. One group, Al-Ya‘qibiyyah (Jacobites), said, ‘Allah 
remained with us as long as He willed and then ascended to 
heaven.’ Another group, An-Nasturiyyah (Nestorians), said, The 
son of Allah was with us as long as he willed and Allah took 
him to heaven.’ Another group, Muslims, said, The servant and 
Messenger of Allah remained with us as long as Allah willed, 
and Allah then took him to Him.’ The two disbelieving groups 
cooperated against the Muslim group and they killed them. 
Ever since that happened, Islam was then veiled until Allah 
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sent Muhammad #."1 This statement has an authentic chain 
of narration leading to Ibn ‘Abbds, and An-Nasai narrated it 
through Abu Kurayb who reported it from Abu Mu ‘wiyah.|?) 
Many among the Salaf stated that Isa asked if someone would 
volunteer for his appearance to be cast over him, and that he 
will be killed instead of ‘IsA, for which he would be his 
companion in Paradise. 


All Christians Will Believe in ‘Isa Before He Dies 
Allah said, 

CSS oe 3S tall 1 ar Bg BH ST BI & o> 
<And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must 
believe in him, before his death. And on the Day of 
Resurrection, he will be a witness against them .> 


Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas commented, 
ae 33 4 GV AST pol & 5p 
<And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must 
believe in him, before his death.> 


before the death of ‘Isa, son of Maryam, peace be upon him!) 
Al-‘Awfi reported similar from Ibn ‘Abbas.!*! Abu Malik 
commented; 


45 5 oy KH ID 
<but must believe in him, before his death.> 


“This occurs after ‘Isa returns and before he dies, as then, all 
of the People of the Scriptures will believe in him.”*! 


The Hadiths Regarding the Descent of ‘isi Just Before 
the Day of Judgement, and his Mission 


In the chapter about the Prophets in his Sahih, under, “The 
Descent of Isa, Son of Maryam,” Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu 


(1) fbn Abi Hatim 4:1110. 

[21 An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubré 6 :489. 
3] At-Tabari 9:380. 

[4] At-Tabari 9 :380. 

IS] At-Tabari 9 :380. 
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Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah x said, 
peSS VE USS SB SS IE OF 525 20 ceed gdlig: 


FIGS Y SN Gay Shel 05 tll jy 

ays U5 IN Se gb te Hn 3,5 
‘By Him in Whose Hands my soul is, the son of Maryam (‘Isa) 
will shortly descend among you as a just ruler, and will break 
the cross, kill the pig and abolish the Jizyah."! Then there will 
be an abundance of wealth and nobody will accept charitable 
gifts any more. At that time, one prostration will be better for 
them than this life and all that is in it.» 


Abu Hurayrah then said, “Read if you will, 


CGS ie oS Kell Os a Gy RY STI BN & o> 
€And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must 
believe in him, before his death. And on the Day of 
Resurrection, he will be a witness against them.» 


Muslim recorded this Hadith.'*! So, Allah’s statement, 
€.a5- 55> 
before his death» refers to the death of ‘isa, son of Maryam. 


Another Hadith by Abu Hurayrah 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3 said, 


ings EE ST agcth yf aady 551 Ab Coe Sli 
«Isa will say Thlal'*! from the mountain highway of Ar-Rawhda’ 
for Hajj, ‘Umrah or both.s!5| 
Muslim also recorded it.'6) Ahmad recorded that Abu 


(1) 4 tax taken from non-Muslims, who are under the protection of the 
Muslim government. 


(21 Fath ALBari 6:566. 

3] Muslim 1:135, and refer to Fath Al-Bari 5:44 and 4:483. 

4) «Loud calling”, as a Muhrim has to recite Talbiyah aloud when 
assuming the state of Ihram. 


Ahmad 2:513. Ar-Rawha’ is on route between Makkah and Al- 
Madinah. 


Muslim 1:135.. 


[5] 


(6] 
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Hurayrah said that the Prophet 3% said, 
Blan TG) be A a BS ys GN te J 
seins SM Ue GAS cS 5 eb Ah Ray ae duh he, 
Tierra) 
«Isa, son of Maryam, will descend and will kill the pig, break 
the cross, lead the prayer in congregation and give away wealth 
until it is no longer accepted by anyone. He will also abolish 


the Jizyah and go to Ar-Rawhda’ from where he will go to 
perform Hajj, ‘Umrah or both.» 


Abu Hurayrah then recited, 
44> 33 oy KY AST pal & od 
€And there is none of the People of the Scripture, but must 
believe in him, before his death.> 


Hanzalah said, “Abu Hurayrah added, ‘Will believe in ‘Isa 
before Isa dies,’ but I do not know if this was a part of the 
Prophet’s Hadith or if it was something that Abu Hurayrah 
said on his own.”!"! 


Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded this Hadith. 
Another Hadith 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah 2 said, 
CK SAUL 558 SH Amal 55 IF 13] KS ESD 
tHow will you be when Al-Masih, son of Maryam (‘Isa) 


descends among you while your Imam is from among 
yourselves? »!?1 


Imam Ahmad!*! and Muslim also recorded this Hadith. 
Another Hadith 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Prophet 3% said, 


(1) Ahmad 2:290. 
[2] Fath Al-Bari 6 :566. 
'3] Ahmad 2 :272 and Muslim 1 :136-137. 
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Ace Ot GAG de pes 2 Bel ests Bayete 
bre 25 oa 28 18h OB Oye Gy sy os 2 3 & ol SY caus 
He Set (Foy Gh ats OE one oust ale ody gh i 
pe Th GB 25 ilelt Qa ted By wa bis 
el gb5 3 al Aus OLY Yi gis hh guj Jf til alighs 
Gey AN & FAT GF A oi Je GS ae toe 
Sil ESS BSS Y otsy bean Salsa @ Sul sh 


‘The Prophets are paternal brothers; their mothers are different, 
but their religion is one. I, more than any of mankind, have 
more right to ‘Ist, son of Maryam, for there was no Prophet 
between him and I. He will descend, and if you see him, know 
him. He is a well-built man, (the color of his skin) between red 
and white. He will descend while wearing two long, light 
yellow garments. His head appears to be dripping water, even 
though no moisture touched it. He will break the cross, kill the 
pig, and banish the Jizyah and will call the people to Islam. 
During his time, Allah will destroy all religions except Islam 
and Allah will destroy Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal (the False Messiah). 
Safety will then fill the earth, so much so that the lions will 
mingle with camels, tigers with cattle and wolves with sheep. 
Children will play with snakes, and they will not harm them. 
‘Isa will remain for forty years and then will die, and Muslims 
will offer the funeral prayer for him.» Abu Dawud also 
recorded it.!1) 


Another Hadith 


In his Sahih, Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah related to 
the Messenger of Allah 3% that he said, 


7s Vier Fo ote Bet ut ed ares eon iar) “y te fe Baas beg 
ot ot etl Toe sly gl ghee VL toy! J = eI ee WY 
E85 EG WE cpt SIU gta OS cing Wo5Nl al te be Gadi 


"I Ahmad 2:406, Abu Dawud: 4324, At-Tabari 9:388. 
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Bi 355 ke GE Y cay VSS OS abd & ge uh 
Ste tigi jail 2 jets iol aye a od V Lb 2d) og bus 
ost Ssh KS bth SEE KT GER Y itn oaks ail 
J Silt Goel j} OU 4d Ele 1 OSDL poe idle 33 
Syhal pd GES oi pub tte OY jee Gd, 2385 PSI 
5 OB nde cise Bn oe O35 flan eat kN S43 veal 
355 ys eo SY 5 5B td og Abd Sy GS tb aot She 

SS BGS tae cna ot EE 


‘The (Last) en will not start until the Romans occupy Al- 
A‘méq or Dabiq"! An army, comprised of the best of the 
people of the earth then, will come from Al-Madinah and 
challenge them. When they camp face to face, the Romans will 
say, ‘Let us fight those who captured some of us.’ The Muslims 
will say, ‘Nay! By Allah, we will never let you get to our 
brothers.’ They will fight them. A third of the (Muslim) army 
will flee in defeat, and those are the ones whom Allah will never 
forgive. Another third will be killed, and those are the best 
martyrs before Allah. The last third will be victorious, and this 
third will never be stricken with Fitnah, and they will capture 
Constantinople (Istanbul). While they are dividing war booty, 
after hanging their swords on olive trees, Shaytin will shout 
among them, saying, ‘Al-Masih (Ad-Dajjal) has cornered your 
people’. They will leave to meet Ad-Dajjal in Ash-Sham. This 
will be a false warning, and when they reach Ash-Sham, Ad- 
Dajjal will then appear. When the Muslims are arranging their 
lines for battle and the prayer is called for, ‘Isa, son of 
Maryam, will descend and: lead them in prayer. When the 
enemy of Allah (the False Messiah) sees him, he will dissolve 
just as salt dissolves in water, and if any of him were left, he 
would continue dissolving until he died. Allah will kill him 
with the hand of ‘Isa and will show the Muslims his blood on 
his spear .v'? 


(1) Two cities close to Aleppo in Syria. 
21 Muslim 4 :2221. 
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Muslim recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3% said, 


CSG JUS boys a ty eh Os se bla 3 ach Shue 

«You will fight the Jews and will kill them, until the stone will 

say, ‘O Muslim! There is a Jew here, so come and kill him.’s!"! 

Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger 
of Allah #% said, 

ahi SS Sut Sod Sb pus SS ee a 

Ws didey ey aby Jesh O85 nb sob 155 be Goth 

‘The Hour will not start, until after the Muslims fight the Jews 

and the Muslims kill them. The Jew will hide behind a stone or 

tree, and the tree will say, ‘O Muslim! O servant of Allah! 

This is a Jew behind me, come and kill him.’ Except Al- 

Ghargad, for it is a tree of the Jews.»!?! 

Muslim bin Al-Hajjaj recorded in his Sahih that An-Nawwas 
bin Sam‘an said, “The Messenger of Allah 3%, mentioned Ad- 
Dajjal one day and kept belittling him (because being blind, yet 
claiming to be Allah) and speaking in grave terms about him 
until we thought that he was hiding in gardens of date-trees (in 
Al-Madinah). When we went by the Messenger, he sensed this 
anxiety in us and said, 

ae SS tan 
«What is the matter with you? 
We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Earlier, you mentioned Ad- 
Dajjal and while belittling him you spoke gravely about him 


until we thought that he was hiding in gardens of date-trees 
(of Al-Madinah).’ He said, 


CEG ASE hans OE Sa hy Coe by Ke Sg Ff UE pe 
BLS Su Yd JS ye che Hy aed Qs Seb SG Ci; 
(11 Muslim 4 :2238. 
[21 Muslim 4 :2239. 
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Ves Se; be SW ayy ln ge de, BE A ag 

SU a Stel 
wf fear other than Ad-Dajjal for you! If he appears while I am 
still among you, I will be his adversary on your behalf. If he 
appears while I am not among you, each one will depend on 
himself and Allah will be the Helper of every Muslim after me. 
He is young, with very curly hair and his eye is smashed. I 
thought that he looked like ‘Abdul-‘Uzza bin Qatan. Whoever 
lives long and meets Ad-Dajjal, then let him recite the 
beginnings of Surat Al-Kahf. He will appear on a pass between 


Ash-Sham (Syria) and Al-‘Traq. He will wreak havoc to the 
right and left. O Servants of Allah! Hold fast.» 


We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! How long will he stay on 
earth?’ He said, 
aSaGlS aol Flay HAS By EES BG ES By Uy SAGh 
«Forty days: One day as long as a year, one day as long as a 


month and one day as long as a week. The rest of his days will 
be as long as one of your ordinary days.» 


We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! As for the day that is like a 
year, will the prayers of one day suffice for it?’ He said, 


wa5a5 J byjasl «Vo 
«No. Count for its due measure.» 


We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, how will his speed be on 
earth?’ He said, 

FS semEt55 oy OSS DIS OS Ge GE An Spl ele 
ENS G Obl ee athe p78 ts Soy eS sun 2s 
le S555 A215 Gl ok Gert ah es hy ts 
fais pple Se oA ppl GS Get As He Sa iy 
PHS SN ts WIS OS IS Al I 2S 
Hb BS Gals SE Be Ghee BS La GEN He IS po 
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Se on ool Sy Wuls SS eal 8 pyle HS pet 
S206 TAS ppl, FY ON Yd Ble SEBS A cate oI dss 
eet 292 eB es co 5 6 ode 2 Pheer  BFe Fy 2 nee ; 4 
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Be dn SS et ol BU SS Se Mel ce at oS aN, 


GE tle GIS Otol) oe at gs CoS cegd Sard othe 


cat al 3d hei Pde pt oS LEP OA rps J 
wets} GY te ey oN BS sds i I Gol 
we ob a 53 cat Si eh yor al B53 C255 HE, 
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iLike the storm when driven by the wind. He will come to a 
people and will call them (to his worship), and they will believe 
in him and accept his call. He will order the sky and it will 
rain, the land and it will grow (vegetation). Their cattle will 
return to them with their hair the longest, their udders the 
fullest (with milk) and their stomachs the fattest. He will come 
to a different people and will call them (to his worship), and 
they will reject his call. He will then leave them. They will 
wake up in the morning destitute, missing all of their 
possessions. He will pass by a deserted land and will say to it, 
‘Bring out your treasures’, and its treasures will follow him 


Stirah 4. An-Nisa’ (155 - 159) (Part-6) 37 


just like swarms of bees. He will summon a man full of youth 
and will strike him with the sword once and will cut him into 
two pieces (and will separate between them like) the distance 
(between the hunter and) the game. He will call the dead man 
and he will come, and his face will radiant with pleasure and 
laughter. Afterwards (while all this is happening with Ad- 
Dajjal), Allah will send Al-Masih (‘Isa), son of Maryam down. 
He will descend close to the white minaret to the east of 
Damascus. He will be wearing garments lightly colored with 
saffron and his hands will be placed on the wings of two angels. 
Whenever he lowers his head droplets fall. Whenever he raises 
his head, precious stones that look like pearls fall. No disbeliever 
can survive ‘Isé’s breath, which reaches the distance of his 
sight. He will pursue Ad-Dajjal and will follow him to the 
doors of (the Palestinian city of) Ludd where he will kill him. A 
group of people who, by Allah’s help, resisted and survived Ad- 
Dajjal, will pass by ‘Isd and he will anoint their faces and 
inform them about their grades in Paradise. Shortly afterwards, 
while this is happening with ‘Isa, Allah will reveal to him, ‘I 
raised a people of My creation that no one can fight. Therefore, 
gather My servants to At-Tur (the mountain of Musa in 
Sinai)." Then, Allah will raise Gog and Magog and they will 
swiftly swarm from every mound. Their front forces will reach 
Lake Tabariah (Sea of Galilee) and will drink all its water. The 
last of their forces will say as they pass by the lake, ‘This lake 
once had water!’ Meanwhile, ‘Isa, Allah’s Prophet, will be 
cornered along with his companions until the head of a bull will 
be more precious to them than a hundred Dinars to you today. 
‘Isa, Allah's Prophet, and his companions will invoke Allah for 
help and Allah will send An-Naghaf (a worm) into the necks of 
Gog and Magog! The morning will come, and they will all be 
dead as if it was the death of one soul. Afterwards, ‘Isa, the 
Prophet of Allah, will come down with his companions to the 
low grounds (from Mount Af-Tiir). They will find that no 
space of a hand-span on the earth was free of their fat and rot 
(rotten corpses). ‘Isa, the Prophet of Allah, and his companions 
will seek Allah in supplication. Allah will send birds as large as 
the necks of camels. They will carry them (the corpses of Gog 
and Magog) and will throw them wherever Allah wills. 
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Afterwards, Allah will send rain that no house made of mud or 
animal hair will be saved from, and it will cleanse the earth 
until it is as clean as a mirror. The earth will be commanded 
(by Allah), ‘Produce your fruits and regain your blessing.’ 
Then, the group will eat from a pomegranate and will take 
shelter under the shade of its skin. Milk will be blessed, so 
much so that the milk-producing camel will yield large amounts 
that suffice for a large group of people. Meanwhile, Allah will 
send a pure wind that will overcome Muslims from under their 
arms and will take the soul of every believer and Muslim. Only 
the evildoers among people will remain. They will indulge in 
shameless public sex like that of donkeys. On them, the Hour 
will begin»!!! 


Imam Ahmad and the collectors of the Sunan also recorded 
this Hadith.'*]_ We will mention this Hadith again using the 
chain of narration collected by Ahmad explaining Allah’s 
statement in Strat Al-Anbiyd’ (chapter 21), 


dents Eat 225 & op 
<Until, when Ya'jij and Ma‘jij (Gog and Magog people) are 
let loose (from their barrier) .> 
In our time, in the year seven hundred and forty-one, a 
white minaret was built in the Umayyad Masjid (in Damascus) 
made of stone, in place of the minaret that was destroyed by a 
fire which the Christians were suspected to have started. May 
Allah’s continued curses descend on the Christians until the 


Day of Resurrection. There is a strong feeling that this minaret 
is the one that Isa will descend on, according to this Hadith. 


Another Hadith 

Muslim recorded in his Sahih that Ya‘qub bin ‘Asim bin 
Urwah bin Mas‘tid Ath-Thaqafi said, “I heard ‘Abdullah bin 
‘Amr saying to a man who asked him, What is this Hadith 
that you are narrating? You claim that the Hour will start on 
such and such date.’ He said, ‘Subhdn Allah (glory be to 


(1 Muslim 4 :2250. 


(2) Ahmad 4:181, Abu Dawud 4:496, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:499, An- 
Nas&i in Al-Kubrd 5:15, Ibn Majah 2:1356. 
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Allah),’ or he said, There is no deity worthy of worship except 
Allah.’ 

I almost decided to never narrate anything to anyone. I only 
said, “Soon, you will witness tremendous incidents, the House 
(the Ka‘bah) will be destroyed by fire, and such and such 
things will occur.” He then said, The Messenger of Allah 2 
said, 

AE Snail af Us Saisl gS Y Get Coes of 3 duein oka 
GHhS nee 538 SES a SN ne oe an LS we gl 
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tAd-Dajjal will appear in my nation and will remain for forty. 
(The narrator doubts whether it is forty days, months, or 
years).Then, Allah will send down ‘Isa, son of Maryam, 
looking just like ‘Urwah bin Mas‘iid and he will seek Ad-Dajjal 
and will kill him. People will remain for seven years with no 
enmity between any two. Allah will send a cool wind from As- 
Sham that will leave no man on the face of the earth who has 
even the weight of an atom of good or faith, but will capture 
(his soul). Even if one of you takes refuge in the middle of a 
mountain, it will find him and capture (his soul). Afterwards, 
only the most evil people will remain. They will be as light as 
birds, with the comprehension of beasts. They will not know or 
enjoin righteousness or forbid or know evil. Shaytan will appear 
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to them and will say to them, ‘Would you follow me.’ They will 
say, ‘What do you command us?’ He will command them to 
worship the idols. Meanwhile, their provision will come to them 
in abundance and their life will be good. Then the Trumpet will 
be blown and every person who hears it, will lower one side of 
his head and raise the other side (trying to hear that distant 
sound). The first man who will hear the Trumpet is someone 
who is preparing the water pool for his camels, and he and the 
people will swoon away. Allah will send down heavy rain and 
the bodies of people will grow with it. The Trumpet will be 
blown in again and the people will be resurrected and looking 
all about, staring. It will be said to them, ‘O people! Come to 
your Lord,’ 


€8NE5 6 Bhasd 
<But stop them, verily, they are to be questioned .> 
Bland EJS se SUS 86S oe SLR UI Gey Lye tt Sle gto 
Hey Wd TSU panty dandy 


ult will then be said, ‘Bring forth the share of the Fire.’ It will 
be asked, ‘How many?’ It will be said, ‘From every one 
thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine.’ That Day is when, 


tz Sail fey 
<the children will turn grey-headed,> and, 
4500 LES 55> 
€The Day when the Shin shail be laid barep 0") 


The Description of ‘Isa, upon him be Peace 


As mentioned earlier, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Adam narrated 
that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet # said, 


Se ot ale ety At tl Ete bho 20 6281) bye 
Sh Sat I oy this oh obs 


1] Muslim 4 :2258. 
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af you see ‘Isa, know him. He is a well-built man, (the color of 
his skin) between red and white. He will descend while wearing 
light yellow garments. His head looks like it is dripping water, 
even though no moisture touched it.»!"l 


In the Hadith that An-Nawwas bin Sam‘an narrated, 
Aas Vo csi guid Jb de hat 5 thy ohh oh, By xh 
Bob os Os i UES SU Wook Gy, dei 3H 


tHe will descend close to the white minaret to the east of 
Damascus. He will be wearing two garments lightly colored 
with saffron, having his hands on the wings of two angels. 
Whenever he lowers his head, drops will fall off of it. Whenever 
he raises his head, precious jewels like pearls will fall off of it. 
No disbeliever can survive ‘Isa’s breath, and his breath reaches 
the distance of his sight .»'?l 


Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said 
that the Messenger of Allah 3% said, 


“se 
. 


«I met Musa on the night of my Ascension to heaven.» 
The Prophet #% then described him saying, as I think, 
tg Jey be OS IN Joy ep beain 
tHe was a tall person with hair as if he was one of the men 
from the tribe of Shani’ah.»'*| The Prophet 2% further said, 


won lag be GF SB el i cs Be I ond ce Ca 


. Sag PVE ly aks any obo ako's 
tay 05 LET UNS Goal! Ca1557 ce plant 


«IT met ‘Isa.’ The Prophet 3% described him saying, ‘He was of 
moderate height and was red-faced as if he had just come out of 
a bathroom. I saw Ibrahim whom I resembled more than any of 
his children did.’s\*) 

0 Abu Dawud 4:498. 

1 Muslim 4 :2250. 


(31 The name of a tribe, descending from the Qahtani Arabs. 
(41 Fath Al-Bari 6 :493, Muslim 1:154. 
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Al-Bukhari recorded that Mujahid said that Ibn ‘Umar said 
that the Messenger of Allah 3% said, 
Uly hal bas des tb oe UE ity oes et Sle 
bjt Jit, G6 bis as (56 yoy 
« saw Miisa, ‘Isa and Ibrahim. ‘Isa was of red complexion and 
had curly hair and a broad chest. Musa was of brown 


complexion and had straight hair and a tall stature, as if he was 
from the people of Az-Zutt.s!1! 


Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that Ibrahim said that 
‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar said, “The Prophet 3% once mentioned the 
False Messiah (Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal to people, saying, 

te Ge ME sah yah Sef Sean ach Oy VE 55eb 55 a bp 

dob 
‘Allah is not blind in His Eye. Al-Masih Ad-Dajjal is blind in 
his right eye. His eye is like a protruding grape .»’"| 

Muslim recorded that the Messenger of Allah 3% said, 

SE oil be GEG els 65 Jo5 5B eo techh a cash te lily 
(85 Ye 6 Baty a Ul; he AEN jos ists os BY 

ob ple GM eal 58 AN os oo LHS cect Gs 585 os 
wh oth CTs Sh ANS asc saat spel thas ie hes S55 Lh 
Geral JG eds gs ES och, Gb ts ste ye os Katy 
SEN 

«In a dream, I was at the Kabah and Allah made me see a light 
- colored man, a color that is as beautiful as a light - colored 
man could be, with combed hair that reached his shoulders. His 
hair was dripping water, and he was leaning on the shoulders 
of two men while circling the Ka‘bah. I asked, ‘Who is this 


man?’ I was told, ‘This is the Al-Masih, son of Maryam.’ 
Behind him, I saw a man with very curly hair who was blind 


(1 Fath Al-Badri 6:549, “Az-Zutt”, the term was used to refer to a 
people from India or the Sudan region. See An-Nihdyah. 
21 Muslim 4 :2248. 
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in his right eye. He looked exactly as Ibn Qatan, and he was 

leaning on the shoulder of a man while circling the House. I 

asked, ‘Who is this man?’ I was told, ‘He is Al-Masih Ad- 

Dajjal .'s!"I 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Salim said that his father said, 
“No, By Allah! The Prophet #% did not say that Isa was of red 
complexion but said, 


ots 35 SiGe Abn bie psi Jo5 bp aadly SLT oe of use 
ie Bn if eda ts 2 2i5 - cu wh Sigg of - eu uh, Saks 
Os eget ote Sget ign dks te ol hy op Lf ai 
(bs are eee) fy dean: JG da ts 2 tab fee cz 


re ~ 


‘While I was asleep circumambulating the Ka‘bah (in my 
dream), I suddenly saw a man of brown complexion and ample 
hair walking between two men with water dripping from his 
head. I asked, ‘Who is this?’ The people said, ‘He is the son of 
Maryam.’ Then I looked behind and I saw a red-complexioned, 
fat, curly-haired man, blind in the right eye, which looked like 
a bulging out grape. I asked, ‘Who is this?’ They replied, ‘He 
is Ad-Dajjal.’ The person he most resembled is Ibn Qatan .v’?1 
Az-Zuhri commented that Ibn Qatan was a man from the 
tribe of Khuza‘ah who died during the time of Jdhiliyyah. This 
is the wording of Al-Bukhari. Allah’s statement, 
dg og 2K a GB 
¢And on the Day of Resurrection, he (‘Isa) will be a witness 
against them> 


Qatadah said, “He will bear witness before them that he has 
delivered the Message from Allah and that he is but a servant 
of His.” In a similar statement in the end of Surat Al-Md’idah, 
nti Sb EN 65 Gf sae i JE 55> 
<And (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of 
Resurrection): “O ‘Isa, son of Maryam! Did you say unto 
men...”> until, 


0) Muslim 1:154. 
[2] Fath Al-Bari 6:550. 
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<2 Gallp 
¢Almighty, the All-Wise.> 


ne tebe ose 
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€160. For the wrongdoing of the Jews, We made unlawful for 
them certain good foods which had been lawful for them —and 
for their hindering many from Allah's way ;> 


4161. And their taking of Riba though they were forbidden 
from taking it, and their devouring men's substance 
wrongfully. And We have prepared for the disbelievers among 
them a painful torment .> 


€162. But those among them who are well-grounded in 
knowledge, and the believers, believe in what has been sent 
down to you and what was sent down before you; and those 
who perform the Salah, and give Zakah and believe in Allah 
and in the Last Day, it is they to whom We shall give a great 
reward .> 


Some Foods Were Made Unlawful for the Jews Because 
of their Injustice and Wrongdoing 


Allah states that because of the injustice and transgression 
of the Jews, demonstrated by committing major sins, He 
prohibited some of the lawful, pure things which were 
previously allowed for them. This prohibition could be only 
that of decree, meaning that Allah allowed the Jews to falsely 
interpret their Book and change and alter the information 
about what was allowed for them. They thus, out of 
exaggeration and extremism in the religion, prohibited some 
things for themselves. It could also mean that in the Tawrah, 
Allah prohibited things that were allowed for them before. 
Allah said, 


tet,9 10% 4 
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€All food was lawful to the Children of Israel, except what 
Isra’il_ made unlawful for himself before the Tawrah was 
revealed .> 


We mentioned this Ayah before, which means that all types 
of food were allowed for the Children of Israel before the 
Tawrah was revealed, except the camel’s meat and milk that 
Israil prohibited for himself. Later, Allah prohibited many 
things in the Tawrah. Allah said in Surat Al-An‘am (chapter 6), 

a Oh dG Tt 5 3 dS GE IAG alt > 
wn AA BS BS TET I ast I aye ce oy et 

BGuwSi Hy 
€And unto those who are Jews, We forbade every (animal) with 
undivided hoof, and We forbade them the fat of the ox and the 
sheep except what adheres to their backs or their entrails, or is 
mixed up with a bone. Thus We recompensed them for their 
rebellion. And verily, We are Truthful .> 


This means, We prohibited these things for them because 
they deserved it due to their transgression, injustice, defying 
' their Messenger and disputing with him. So Allah said; 

<For the wrongdoing of the Jews, We made unlawful to them 
certain good foods which had been lawful to them, and for their 
hindering many from Allah's way .> 

This Ayah states that they hindered themselves and others 
from following the truth, and this is the behavior that they 
brought from the past to the present. This is why they were 
and still are the enemies of the Messengers, killing many of 
the Prophets. They also denied Muhammad and 1sa, peace be 


upon them. 
Allah said, 
402 it 5 ipl ch> 
€And their taking of Riba’ though they were forbidden from 
taking it,> 
Allah prohibited them from taking Riba’, yet they did so 
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using various kinds of tricks, ploys and cons, thus devouring 
people’s property unjustly. Allah said, 
CCM OE pete Ga CGD 
And We have prepared for the disbelievers among them a 
painful torment.> Allah then said, 


Cre AN BAe SID 
<But those among them who are well-grounded in 
knowledge...> 
firm in the religion and full of beneficial knowledge. We 
mentioned this subject when we explained Surah Al ‘Imran (3). 
The Ayah; 
SpaG5G> 
qand the believers...> refers to the well-grounded in knowledge; 
443 BES ON Gi ASD 
<believe in what has been sent down to you and what was sent 
down before you ;> 
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This Ayah was revealed concerning 
‘Abdullah bin Salam, Thailabah bin Sa‘yah, Zayd bin Sa‘yah 
and Asad bin ‘UUbayd who embraced Islam and believed what 
Allah sent Muhammad 3% with. Allah said, 
CEN Syplty> 


dand give Zakéh,» This could be referring to the obligatory 
charity due on one’s wealth and property, or those who purify 
themselves, or both. Allah knows best. 


4551 135 Sh ab.siyd 
¢and believe in Allah and in the Last Day,> 


They believe that there is no deity worthy of worship except 
Allah, believe in Resurrection after death and the reward or 
punishment for the good or evil deeds. Allah’s statement, 


<ai> 
It is they,> those whom the Ayah described above, 
408 5 ips 
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€To whom We shall 
give a great reward.> 
means Paradise. 
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Grissacs N36 SN cacate have sent the 
revelation to you 


as We sent the revelation to Nuh and the Prophets after him; 
We (also) sent the revelation to Ibrahim, Isma’il, Ishaq, Ya‘qub, 
and Al-Asbat, (the offspring of the twelve sons of Ya‘qub) ‘Isa, 
Ayyub, Yiinus, Hartin, and Sulayman; and to Dawud We 
gave the Zabiir.> 


4164. And Messengers We have mentioned to you before, and 
Messengers We have not mentioned to you, and to Misa Allah 
spoke directly .> 
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4163. Verily, We 


€165. Messengers as bearers of good news and warning, in 
order that mankind should have no plea against Allah after the 
(coming of) Messengers. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All- 
Wise .> 
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Revelation Came to Prophet Muhammad 3, Just as it 
Came to the Prophets Before Him 

Muhammad bin Ishaq narrated that Muhammad bin Abi 
Muhammad said that Tkrimah, or Said bin Jubayr, related to 
Ibn ‘Abbas that he said, “Sukayn and ‘Adi bin Zayd said, ‘O 
Muhammad! We do not know that Allah sent down anything 
to any human after Musa.’ Allah sent down a rebuttal of their 
statement, 


dian be 5G oh Ca W Dy ex BY 
<Verily, We have inspired you (O Muhammad) as We inspired 
Nuh and the Prophets after him.»’""| 
Allah states that He sent down revelation to His servant and 
Messenger Muhammad 3% just as He sent down revelation to 
previous Prophets. Allah said, 
C08 & SHG o> A EN Hy tot Hp 
<Verily, We have inspired you (0 Muhammad) as We inspired 
Nuh and the Prophets after him,> until, 


$635 28S eayee 


Oe) sald Loles 


¢...and to Dawud We gave the Zabiir.> 


The ‘Zabur’ (Psalms) is the name of the Book revealed to 
Prophet Dawid, peace be upon him. 


Twenty-Five Prophets Are Mentioned in the Qur’an 
Allah said, 
64% os ose J %55 AS i ie ose 7% = S5> 

¢And Messengers We have mentioned to you before, and 

Messengers We have not mentioned to you> 
Before the revelation of this Ayah. The following are the names 
of the Prophets whom Allah named in the Qur’an. They are: 
Adam, Idris, Nuh (Noah), Had, Salih, Ibrahim (Abraham), Lut, 
Ismail (Ishmael), Ishaq (Isaac), Ya‘qub (Jacob), Yusuf (Joesph), 
Ayyab (Job), Shu‘ayb, Musa (Moses), Haran (Aaron), Ydnus 
(Jonah), Dawud (David), Sulayman (Solomon), Ilyas (Elias), Al- 


te At-Tabari 9:400 The chain of narrators for this report is not 
authentic. 
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Yasa‘ (Elisha), Zakariya (Zachariya), Yahya (John) and 1sa 
(Jesus), and their leader, Muhammad 3%. Several scholars of 
Tafsir also listed Dhul-Kifl among the Prophets. 

Allah’s statement, 


$B os Ast B S255) 
¢and Messengers We have not mentioned to you,> 


means, ‘there are other Prophets whom We did not mention to 
you in the Qur'an.’ 


The Virtue of Musa 
Allah said, 
qed yo i E> 
¢and to Misa Allah spoke directly.> 


This is an honor to Masa, and this is why he is called the 
Kalim, he whom Allah spoke to directly. Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr bin 
Marduwyah recorded that ‘Abdul-Jabbar bin ‘Abdullah said, “A 
man came to Abu Bakr bin ‘Ayyash and said, 1 heard a man 
recite (this Ayah this way): 

ASG toys AU oss 


-- 


“and to Allah, Musa spoke directly.” 


Abu Bakr said, ‘Only a disbeliever would recite it like this.’ Al- 
Amash recited it with Yahya bin Withab, who recited it with 
Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami who recited it with ‘Ali bin Abi 
Talib who recited with the Messenger of Allah 38, 


GES ofeyt ih GP 
and to Miisa Allah spoke directly .>'”""! 

Abu Bakr bin Abi Ayyash was so angry with the man who 
recited the Ayah differently, because he altered its words and 
meanings. That person was from the group of Mu'tazilah who 
denied that Allah spoke to Musa or that He speaks to any of 
His creation. We were told that some of the Mut‘tazilah once 


recited the Ayah that way, so one teacher present said to him, 
“O son of a stinking woman! What would you do concerning 


(1 At-Tabarani in Al-Awsat: 3325. 
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Allah’s statement, 
4155 AMG Gls ant X hp 
€And when Miisd came at the time and place appointed by Us, 
and his Lord spoke to him,> (7:143]?” 


The Shaykh meant that the later Ayah cannot be altered or 
changed. 


The Reason Behind Sending the Prophets is to Establish 
the Proof 


Allah said, 
48325 GAS 25> 
<Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of warning ,> 
meaning, the Prophets bring good news to those who obey 
Allah and practice the good things that please Him. They also 


warn against His punishment and torment for those who defy 
His commandments. Allah said next, 


CCS Wye G5 POI ht St th OK Sap 
€in order that mankind should have no plea against Allah after 
the Messengers. And Allah is Ever All-Powerful, All-Wise.> 


Allah sent down His Books and sent His Messengers with 
good news and warnings. He explained what He likes and is 
pleased with and what He dislikes and is displeased with. This 
way, no one will have an excuse with Allah. Allah said in other 
Ayat, 


otee Lye 


obit BIS AI WONG Gs oe iD fp 
€And if We had destroyed them with a torment before this, they 
would surely have said: “Our Lord! If only You had sent us a 
Messenger, we should certainly have followed Your Ayat, before 
we were humiliated and disgraced.) and, 

€And if (We had) not (sent you to the people of Makkah) in 
case a calamity should seize them for (the deeds) that their 
hands have sent forth.> 
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It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Ibn Mas‘dd said that 
the Messenger of Allah #% said, 
M5 ifs 5 Ge ab & Gegdll hs GS el cat gy BGT 
csfashy aad gis Gs Sel dp des at & pach oh cof st 
Cpls Syke Gin Lay Ws pel be cat 5 2 oh 
«No one is more jealous than Allah. This is why He prohibited 
all types of sin committed in public or secret. No one likes praise 
more than Allah, and this is why He has praised Himself. No 
one likes to give excuse more than Allah, and this is why He sent 
the Prophets as bearers of good news and as warners.? 


In another narration, the Prophet # said, 
es ey Ae Jesh Sus gel es 

tAnd this is why He sent His Messengers and revealed His 
Books 1!) 
A SG beth KG LL, A a GG AH Ht > 
ost Hee ob 4 BOS pis G ob ah SK A ais WS 
3S on Sih pa Sas S sti he GHA HE HG 

CONE te H 56 GAG osc gt A Of US os IE LS 
4166. But Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down 


unto you; He has sent it down with His knowledge, and the 
angels bear witness. And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Witness.> 


4167. Verily, those who disbelieve and prevent (others) from 
the path of Allah; they have certainly strayed far away.> 

4168. Verily, those who disbelieve and did wrong; Allah will 
not forgive them, nor will He guide them to a way.> 


€169. Except the way of Hell, to dwell therein forever ; and this 
is ever easy for Allah.> 


$170. O mankind! Verily, there has come to you the Messenger 
with the truth from your Lord. So believe in him, tt is better 


(1 Fath Al-Bari 8:146 and Muslim 4 :2114. 
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for you. But if you disbelieve, then certainly to Allah belongs 
all that is in the heavens and the earth. And Allah is Ever All- 
Knowing, All-Wise.> 
Allah’s statement 
4H, Cost Gp 
<Verily, We have inspired you...> 


emphasized the Prophet’s prophethood and refuted the 
idolators and People of the Scripture who denied him. Allah 
said, 


40, AG A ot dp 
But Allah bears witness to that which He has sent down unto 
you ,> 
meaning, even if they deny, defy and disbelieve in you, O 
Muhammad, Allah testifies that you are His Messenger to 
whom He sent down His Book, the Glorious Qur'an that, 
Falsehood cannot come to it from before it or behind it, (it is) 
sent down by the All-Wise, Worthy of all praise .> 


Allah then said, 
tke Sit 


ee ey 


¢He has sent it down with His knowledge,> 


The knowledge of His that He willed His servants to have 
access to. Knowledge about the clear signs of guidance and 
truth, what Allah likes and is pleased with, what He dislikes 
and is displeased with, and knowledge of the Unseen, such as 
the past and the future. This also includes knowledge about 
His honorable attributes that no sent Messenger or illustrious 
angel can even know without Allah’s leave. Similarly, Allah 
said, 


‘ Z OT Neg " “ae 
GAS Oy cake os Shed Tp 


€And they will never compass anything of His knowledge 
except that which He wills.> and, 


aa a, 


<i od Syhe Y> 
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<but they will never compass anything of His knowledge .> 
Allah’s statement, 


© yee Bee wetey 
594755 RMI > 


dand the angels bear witness.> to the truth of what you came 
with and what was revealed and sent down to you, along with 
Allah’s testimony to the same, 


445 ah Hd 
¢And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Witness.» Allah said, 


ae oe bey 
o 


th 24 “ge er tbe AIG ges 
QV AG 1S BT Jt oe Le IAS Geatl Syd 


<Verily, those who disbelieve and prevent (others) from the path 
of Allah, they have certainly strayed far away.> 


For they are disbelievers themselves and do not follow the 
truth. They strive hard to prevent people from following and 
embracing Allah’s path. Therefore, they have defied the truth, 
deviated, and strayed far away from it. Allah also mentions His 
judgment against those who disbelieve in His Ayat, Book and 
Messenger, those who wrong themselves by their disbelief and 
hindering others from His path, committing sins and violating 
His prohibitions. Allah states that He will not forgive them; 


445 iad 
¢nor will He guide them to a way (that is, of good).> 
C5 Ge Gat She ob Wp 
<Except the way of Hell, to dwell therein forever...» and this is the 
exception. Allah then said, 
455 BUG SS vn Bil SAH ae SG ot Cp 
4O mankind! Verily, there has come to you the Messenger with 
the truth from your Lord, so believe in him, it is better for 


you .> 


This Ayah means, Muhammad 3 has come to you with 
guidance, the religion of truth and clear proof from Allah. 
Therefore, believe in what he has brought you and follow him, 
for this is better for you. Allah then said, 


4 2.7 89 oe 
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<But if you disbelieve, 
then certainly to Allah 
belongs all that is in the 
heavens and the earth.> 
Allah is far too rich 
than to need you or 
your faith, and no 
harm could ever affect 
Him because of your 
disbelief. Allah said in 
another Ayah, 
BWR ay we JG> 


£8 


‘3 al oe MA OM 
«QA 


€And Musa said: “If 
you disbelieve, you and 
all on earth together, 
then verily, Allah is 
Rich (Free of all needs), 
Owner of all praise.”’> 


Allah said here, 
te “il OG) 


¢And Allah is Ever All-Knowing,> 


He knows those who deserve to be guided, and He will guide 
them. He also knows those who deserve deviation, and He 


leads them to it, 


(Us J 


diene 
¢All-Wise> in His statements, actions, legislation and all that 
He decrees. 
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€171. O People of the Scripture! Do not exceed the limits in 
your religion, nor say of Allah except the truth. Al-Masih ‘Isa, 
son of Maryam, was (no more than) a Messenger of Allah and 
His Word, which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit from 
[created by] Him; so believe in Allah and His Messengers. Say 
not: ‘Three!’ Cease! (it is) better for you. For Allah is (the 
only) One God, hallowed be He above having a son. To Him 
belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. 
And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Disposer of affairs .> 


Prohibiting the People of the Book From Going to 
Extremes in Religion 


Allah forbids the People of the Scriptures from going to 
extremes in religion, which is a common trait of theirs, 
especially among the Christians. The Christians exaggerated 
over Is& until they elevated him above the grade that Allah 
gave him. They elevated him from the rank of prophethood to 
being a god, whom they worshipped just as they worshipped 
Allah. They exaggerated even more in the case of those who 
they claim were his followers, claiming that they were inspired, 
thus following every word they uttered whether true or false, 
be it guidance or misguidance, truth or lies. This is why Allah 
said, 

dail ats of Mt cals phil i ip 
<They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides 
Allah .> 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said that Umar said 
that the Messenger of Allah 3% said, 
aii pi ke chs sy Sh ate pital ol us gyihe Ve 
33255 
‘Do not unduly praise me like the Christians exaggerated over 
‘Isa, son of Maryam. Verily, I am only a servant, so say, 
‘Allah's servant and His Messenger.’s!") 
This is the wording of Al-Bukhari.?! 


(1) Ahmad 1:23. 
2] Fath ALBari 6:551. 
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Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin M@lik said that a man 
once said, “O Muhammad! You are our master and the son of 
our master, our most righteous person and the son of our 
most righteous person...” The Messenger of Allah said, 

alate BA GF Sts Se WG 85h ee gf 

65 2 SF i Js Sf gA5 ele ay boy ake 

“O people! Say what you have to say, but do not allow Shaytan 

to trick you. I am Muhammad bin ‘Abdullah, Allah’s servant 

and Messenger. By Allah! I do not like that you elevate me 

above the rank that Allah has granted me.0!"! 


Allah’s statement, 
CSS YS EUS Gp 
€nor say of Allah except the truth.> 


means, do not lie and claim that Allah has a wife or a son, 
Allah is far holier than what they attribute to Him. Allah is 
glorified, praised, and honored in His might, grandure and 
greatness, and there is no deity worthy of worship nor Lord 
but Him. Allah said; 

5 G5 6 SOG es 4S BF BT oe BD 
¢Al-Masih ‘Isa, son of Maryam, was (no more than) a 
Messenger of Allah and His Word, which He bestowed on 
Maryam and a spirit from [created by] Him ;> 


Isa is only one of Allah’s servants and one of His creatures. 
Allah said to him, ‘Be’, and he was, and He sent him as a 
Messenger. ‘Is&A was a word from Allah that He bestowed on 
Maryam, meaning He created him with the word Be’ that He 
sent with Jibril to Maryam. Jibril blew the life of Isa into 
Maryam by Allah’s leave, and Isa came to existence as a 
result. This incident was in place of the normal conception 
between man and woman that results in children. This is why 
‘IsA was a word and a Ruh (spirit) created by Allah, as he had 
no father to conceive him. Rather, he came to existence 
through the word that Allah uttered, Be,’ and he was, through 
the life that Allah sent with Jibril. Allah said, 


(1) Ahmad 3:153. 
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ashe Ag Bie 


fie Lande 28h; JOB aS SE 1 oe Sd BI 
CAC gical 
¢Al-Masih [‘Isa], son of Maryam, was no more than a 
Messenger; many were the Messengers that passed away before 
him. His mother [Maryam] was a Siddiqah. They both ate 
food.> 
And Allah said, 
44:35 $156 BG os KE Fou SES A ee re SE YD 


<Verily, the likeness of ‘Isa before Allah is the likeness of 
Adam. He created him from dust, then (He) said to him: “Be!” 
— and he was.> 


osee 


in GS ed we Ge Ee cg itp 
¢And she who guarded her chastity, We breathed into her 
(garment) and We made her and her son [‘Isa] a sign for all 
that exits.> (21:91) 
MOSS SSI Bl Se Sl ad 
And Maryam, the daughter of ‘Imrin who guarded her 
chastity,> 
and Allah said concerning the Messiah, 
4k Co Ae yh ap 
¢He [‘Isd] was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor 
to him.> 


The Meaning of “His Word and a spirit from Him” 


‘Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma‘mar said that Qatadah said 
that the Ayah, 


Ber ee 


€25 05 62 Sy GN ae 
¢And His Word, which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit 
from [created by] Him ;> 


means, He said, 
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45> 
<Be> and he was.!!! 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ahmad bin Sinan Al-Wasiti said 


that he heard Shadh bin Yahya saying about Allah’s 
statement, 


425 2005 6 Sy Gl eee5> 
<and His Word, which He bestowed on Maryam and a spirit 
from [created by] Him ;> 
“Isé was not the word. Rather, fsa came to existence because 
of the word.”7! Al-Bukhari recorded that Ubadah bin As- 
Samit said that the Prophet 3 said, 
Sy 255 the Mis OG aA ity a Mp a Y SF yd 
GEN SS BEI NS be 2555 Gays ayy WUT Baus 255 ate Uae 
a foadl je OW Ge Set wor sf Ss 
uf anyone testifies that none has the right to be worshipped but 
Allah Alone Who has no partners, and that Muhammad is His 
servant and Messenger, and that ‘Isa is Allah's servant and 
Messenger and His Word which He bestowed on Maryam and a 
spirit created by Him, and that Paradise is true and Hell is 
true, then Allah will admit him into Paradise with the deeds 
which he performed .1'9) 
In another narration, the Prophet 3% said, 
old gl ty Jes Buin dah Gig ts 
Seutarougn any of the eight doors of Paradise he wishes.» 


Muslim™ also recorded it. Therefore, ‘Rah from Allah’, in 
the Ayah and the Hadith is similar to Allah’s statement, 


455 CS ANT a ol A ES H5 
¢And has subjected to you all that is in the heavens and all that 
() ‘Abdur-Razzaq 1:177. 
2! Ibn Abi Hatim : 6310. 


IS! Fath ALBGri 6 :547. 
41 Muslim 1:57. 
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is in the earth; it is all from Him.> 


meaning, from His creation. ‘from Him’ does not mean that it is 
a part of Him, as the Christians claim, may Allah’s continued 
curses be upon them. Saying that something is from Allah, such 
as the spirit of Allah, the she-camel of Allah or the House of 
Allah, is meant to honor such items. Allah said, 


42a 256 i> 
<This is the she-camel of Allah...) and, 
<and sanctify My House for those who circumambulate it.> 
An authentic Hadith states, 


0013 8 oo le Joslin 
ul will enter on my Lord in His Home|] 
All these examples are meant to honor such items when they 
are attributed to Allah in this manner. Allah said, 
aris ath > 
so believe in Allah and His Messengers.> 


believe that Allah is One and Alone and that He does not have 
a son or wife. Know and be certain that Isa is the servant and 
Messenger of Allah. Allah said after that, 

€ i 8 Ld 
<Say not: “Three!"> do not elevate ‘isd and his mother to be 
gods with Allah. Allah is far holier than what they attribute to 
Him. In Strat Al-Md’idah (chapter 5), Allah said, 

55 th Vi ohh ts BG Sai ty IG Bi lee slp 
<Surely, disbelievers are those who said: “Allah is the third of 
the three.’ But there is none who has the right to be 
worshipped but One God.> 


Allah said by the end of the same Stirah, 
aid ia CB EG Zo Sf cans i SG Sp 
11 al-Bukhari 13:246, from the lengthy Hadith about the 
intercession. 


60 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


¢And_ (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of 
Resurrection): “O ‘Isé, son of Maryam! Did you say unto 
men: ‘Worship me’?"’> 
and in its beginning, 
C655 tH Aeclt B f S NG pS eee aap 


<Surely, in disbelief are they who say that Allah is the 
Messiah, son of Maryam .> 


The Christians, may Allah curse them, have no limit to their 
disbelief because of their ignorance, so their deviant 
statements and their misguidance grows. Some of them believe 
that ‘Isa is Allah, some believe that he is one in a trinity and 
some believe that he is the son of Allah. Their beliefs and 
creeds are numerous and contradict each other, prompting 
some people to say that if ten Christians meet, they would end 
up with eleven sects! 


The Christian Sects 


Said bin Batriq, the Patriarch of Alexandria and a famous 
Christian scholar, mentioned in the year four hundred after 
the Hijrah, that a Christian Council convened during the reign 
of Constantine, who built the city that bears his name. In this 
Council, the Christians came up with what they called the 
Great Trust, which in reality is the Great Treachery. There 
were more than two thousand patriarchs in this Council, and 
they were in such disarray that they divided into many sects, 
where some sects had twenty, fifty or a hundred members, 
etc.! When the king saw that there were more than three 
hundred Patriarchs who had the same idea, he agreed with 
them and adopted their creed. Constantine who was a deviant 
philosopher — gave his support to this sect for which, as an 
honor, churches were built and doctrines were taught to 
young children, who were baptized on this creed, and books 
were written about it. Meanwhile, the king oppressed all other 
sects. Another Council produced the sect known as the 
Jacobites, while the Nestorians were formed in a third Council. 
These three sects agreed that Is4 was divine, but disputed 
regarding the manner in which 1sa’s divinity was related to his 
humanity; were they in unity or did Allah incarnate in sal All 
three of these sects accuse each other of heresy and, we 
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believe that all three of them are disbelievers. Allah said, 


peed GE eld 
€Cease! (it is) better for you.» meaning, it will be better for 
you, 
655 4 oS Aa 15 4 HD 
4For Allah is (the only) One God, hallowed be He above having 
a son.> 
and He is holier than such claim, 
4200 IG Bb GG AN a 65 o5cail g & A5> 
€To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in the 
earth. And Allah is All-Sufficient as a Disposer of affairs,> 


for all are creatures, property and servants under His control 
and disposal, and He is the Disposer of the affairs. Therefore, 
how can He have a wife or a son among them, 


45 83 SI GNG geal b> 


¢He is the originator of the heavens and the earth. How can He 
have children.» and 


4 pres 


4804 CE Boe A aS SEN LH uss 
¢And they say: “The Most Gracious (Allah) has begotten a 
son. Indeed you have brought forth (said) a terrible evil 
thing.”’> 
Up to His saying, 
465 
¢Alone.> 
OS Oe i ke YK ol Oh AS i Ay dial 
CG U5 G5 A oh of Ab utd 
4172. Al-Masih will never be too proud to be a servant of 
Allah, nor the angels who are the near (to Allah). And 


‘ 
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whosoever rejects His worship and is proud, then He will 
gather them all together unto Himself.> 

€173. So, as for those who believed and did deeds of 
righteousness, He will give them their (due) rewards — and 
more out of His bounty. But as for those who refused His 
worship and were proud, He will punish them with a painful 
forment. And they will not find for themselves besides Allah 
any protector or helper .> 


The Prophets and Angels Are Never too Proud to 
Worship Allah 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said that, ‘proud’, 
means insolent. Qatadah said that, 
C55 KAI Be OSS SK 

€Al-Masih will never be too proud to be a servant of Allah nor 

the angels who are near (to Allah).> 
[they] will never be arrogant,') Allah then said, 

<And whosoever rejects His worship and is proud, then He will 

gather them all together unto Himself.> 


on the Day of Resurrection. Then, Allah will judge between 
them with His just judgment that is never unjust or wrong. 


qh SS of Ags chil pelts Sua ULss tae cast bp 
¢So, as for those who believed and did deeds of righteousness, 
He will give their (due) rewards, and more out of His bounty.> 


Allah will award them their full rewards for their righteous 
actions and will give them more of His bounty, kindness, 
ample mercy and favor. 


quik YR pS Alby 
<But as for those who refused His worship and were proud,> 
out of arrogance, they refused to obey and worship Him, 
8 155 hod ot od Std HO 2455p 


(1) At-Tabari 9 :424. 
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4He will punish them with a painful torment. And they will 
not find for themselves besides Allah any protector or helper.» 

In another Ayah, Allah said, 
dns GE Ghice dite % WEA Call 4p 
Verily! Those who scorn My worship, they will surely enter 
Hell in humiliation ,> 


degradation, disgrace and dishonor, for they were arrogant and 
rebellious. 


(fon pS CE Boag 05 SS TG Gg O8s SS OK CD 
sinh ol ek he fh wee OES See ater 2 Dh od eo Zope e 

CBOE Whe 5S pea EHS 2 FFD EE ow eh sah 

¢174. O mankind! Verily, there has come to you a convincing 


proof from your Lord; and We sent down to you a manifest 
light .> 


4175. So, as for those who believed in Allah and held fast to 
[depend on] Him, He will admit them to His mercy and grace 
(i.e. Paradise), and guide them to Himself by a straight path.> 


The Description of the Revelation that Came From Allah 
Allah informs all people that a plain, unequivocal proof has 
come to them from Him. One that eradicates all possibility of 
having an excuse, or falling prey to evil doubts. Allah said, 
452 05 Ky Tishs> 
¢and We sent down to you a manifest light .> 
that directs to the Truth. Ibn Jurayj and others said, “It is the 
Qur'an,” 
dag Why Sh ane St CD 
<So, as for those who believed in Allah and held fast to [depend 
on] Him,> 


by worshipping Him and relying on Him for each and every 
thing. Ibn Jurayj said that this part of the Ayah means, “They 
believe in Allah and hold fast to the Qur’an.”?! 


Il At-Tabari 9 :428. 
[2] At-Tabari 9:429. 
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43585 25 G5 ob ELD 
¢He will admit them to 
His mercy and grace,> 
meaning, He will 
grant them His mercy 
and admit them into 
Paradise, and will 
increase and multiply 
their rewards and 
their ranks, as a favor 
and bounty from Him. 

4 Che oH eparsd 
¢and guide them to 
Himself by a_ straight 
path.> 
and a clear way that 
has no wickedness in 
it or deviation. This, 
indeed, is the 
description of the 
believers in this life 
and the Hereafter, as 
they are on the 
straight and safe path 
in matters of action and creed. In the Hereafter, they are on 


the straight path of Allah that leads to the gardens of 
Paradise. 
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€176. They ask you for a legal verdict. Say: “Allah directs 
(thus) about Al-Kalalah. If it is a man that dies leaving a sister, 
but no child, she shall have half the inheritance, and [in her 
case] he will be her heir if she has no children. If there are two 
sisters, they shall have two-thirds of the inheritance ; if there are 
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brothers and sisters, the male will have twice the share of the 
female. (Thus) does Allah make clear to you (His Law) lest you 
go astray. And Allah is the All-Knower of everything .""> 


This is the Last Ayah Ever Revealed, the Ruling on Al- 
Kaldlah 


Al-Bukhari recorded that Al-Bara’ said that the last Surah to 
be revealed was Stirah Bard’ah (chapter 9) and the last Ayah 
to be revealed was, 


<They ask you for a legal verdict..." 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jabir bin ‘Abdullah said, “The 
Messenger of Allah #¢ came visiting me when I was so ill that I 
fell unconscious. He performed ablution and poured the 
remaining water on me, or had it poured on me. When | 
regained consciousness, I said, 1 will only leave inheritance 
through Kaldlah, so what about the inheritance that I leave 
behind?’ Allah later revealed the Ayah about Fara’id 
(inheritance [4:11)]).”7] The Two Sahihs ®! and also the Group 


recorded it. In one of the wordings, Jabir said that the Ayah on 
inheritance was revealed; 


CK § en Ht § supe 
€They ask you for a legal verdict. Say: “Allah directs (thus) 
about Al-Kaldlah "| 
The wording of the Ayah indicates that the question was about 
the Kaldlah, : 
heck Ail jy 
€Say: “Allah directs (thus)...> 
We mentioned the meaning of Kaldlah before, that it means 
the crown that surrounds the head from all sides. This is why 
the scholars stated that Kaldiah pertains to one who dies and 
1) Fath AL-Bari 8:117. 
) Ahmad 3:298. 
'3] Fath Al-Bari 12:26 and Muslim 3:1235. 


"I Fath ALBari 12:5, Muslim 3:1235, Abu Dawud 3:308, Tuhfat Al- 
Ahwadhi 6 :273, An-Nasa7 in Al-Kubraé 4:59 and Ibn Majah 1 :462. 
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leaves behind neither descendants, nor ascendants. Some said 
that the Kaldlah pertains to one who has no offspring, as the 
Ayah states, 
455 A SS a ES yp 
If it is a man that _ leaving no child,> 

The meaning and ruling of Kaldlah was somewhat confusing 
to the Leader of the Faithful ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab. It is 
recorded in the Two Sahihs that ‘Umar said, “There are three 
matters that I wished the Messenger of Allah # had explained 
to us, so that we could abide by his explanation. (They are: the 
share in the inheritance of) the grandfather, the Kaldlah and a 
certain type of Riba.”"! Imam Ahmad recorded that Ma‘dan bin 
Abi Talhah said that Umar bin Al-Khattab said, “There is 
nothing that I asked the Messenger of Allah #% about its 
meaning more than the Kaldlah, until he stabbed me with his 
finger in my chest and said, 


tL 555% sl 8 Jl EN I aS 
The Ayah that is in the sid of Stirat An-Nisa’ should suffice 
for you»?! 


Ahmad mentioned this short narration for this Hadith, Muslim 
recorded a longer form of it.'*! 


The Meaning of This Ayah 
Allah said, 
<iis W op 


4If it is a man that dies.> Allah said in another Ayah, 
i555 Vy AG FD 
<Everything will perish save His Face .> 
Therefore, everything and everyone dies and perishes except 
Allah, the Exalted and Most Honored. Allah said, 
4 YG gall 3 a os a gh GE 5 E> 
(1 Fath Al-Bari 1:48 and Muslim 4 :2322. 


(2 Ahmad 1:26. 
IS} Muslim 3:1236. 
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<Whatsoever is on it (the earth) will perish. And the Face of 
your Lord full of majesty and honor will remain forever .> 


Allah said here, 
54D 
leaving no child,» referring to the person who has neither 


children, nor parents. What testifies to this, is that Allah said 
afterwards, 


455 v is Gb ES thy 
¢Leaving a sister, she shall have half the inheritance.» 


Had there been a surviving ascendant, the sister would not 
have inherited anything, and there is a consensus on this 
point. Therefore, this Ayah is referring to the man who dies 
leaving behind neither descendants nor ascendants, as is 
apparent for those who contemplate its meaning. This is 
because when there is a surviving parent, the sister does not 
inherit anything, let alone half of the inheritance. 

Ibn Jarir and others mentioned that Ibn ‘Abbas and Ibn Az- 
Zubayr used to judge that if a person dies and leaves behind a 
daughter and a sister, the sister does not inherit anything. 
They would recite, 

455 Cds Ob ESN th 5 dO ST wp 
If it is a man that dies, leaving a sister, but no child, she 
shall have half the inheritance .> 


They said that if one leaves behind a daughter, then he has 
left behind a child. Therefore the sister does not get anything. 
The majority of scholars disagreed with them, saying the 
daughter gets one half and the sister the other half, relying on 
other evidence. This Ayah (4:176 above) gives the sister half of 
the inheritance in the case that it specifies. As for giving the 
sister half in other cases, Al-Bukhadri recorded that Sulayman 
said that Ibrahim reported to Al-Aswad that he said, “During 
the time of the Messenger of Allah %, Mu‘adh bin Jabal gave a 
judgment that the daughter gets one half and the sister the 
other half.”!! Al-Bukhari recorded that Huzayl bin Shurahbil 


0) Al-Bukhari: 6741. 
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said, “Abu Musa Al-Ash‘ari was asked about the case when 
there was a daughter, grand-daughter and sister to inherit. He 
said, The daughter gets one-half and the sister one-half.’ Go 
and ask Ibn Mas‘td, although I think he is going to agree with 
me.’ So Ibn Mas‘Qd was asked and was told about Abu Mtasa’s 
answer, and Ibn Mas‘ad commented, 1 would have deviated 
then and would not have become among those who are rightly 
guided. I will give a judgment similar to the judgment given by 
the Prophet #. The daughter gets one-half, the grand-daughter 
gets one-sixth, and these two shares will add up to two-thirds. 
Whatever is left will be for the sister.’ We went back to Abu 
Musa and conveyed to him Ibn Mas‘td’s answer and he said, 
‘Do not ask me (for legal verdicts) as long as this scholar is still 
among you.””! 

Allah then said, : 

45,0 Ja LEE > 
€... and he will be her heir if she has no children.> 

This Ayah means, the brother inherits all of that his sister 
leaves behind if she has no surviving offspring or parents. If 
she has a surviving parent, her brother would not inherit 
anything. If there is someone who gets a fixed share in the 
inheritance, such as a husband or half brother from the 
mother’s side, they take their share and the rest goes to the 


brother. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Ibn ‘Abbas said 
that the Messenger of Allah 3% said, 


035 385 3996 Sad cats gah Gaal Lob 
«Give the Farai’d to its people, and whatever is left is the share 
of the nearest male relative .o! 
Allah said, 
455 & GE eG EST EE p> 

4If there are two sisters, they shall have two-thirds of the 

inheritance ;> 
meaning, if the person who dies in Kaldlah has two sisters, 
they get two-thirds of the inheritance. More than two sisters 


(1) Al-Bukhari: 6736. 
2] Fath Al-Bari 12:17, Muslim 3 :1233. 
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share in the two-thirds. From this Ayah, the scholars took the 
ruling regarding the two daughters, or more, that they share 
in the two-thirds, just as the share of the sisters (two or more) 
was taken from the Ayah about the daughters, 


9d opt ercee aoe 


435 CE AG ZEN 35 Ais & ofp 
if (there are) only daughters, two or more, their share is two 
thirds of the inheritance .> [4:11]. 
Allah said, 
CGN ES JE Sy cay Se 6, BE apd 
if there are brothers and sisters, the male will have twice the 
share of the female.> 
This is the share that the male relatives (sons, grandsons, 
brothers) regularly get, that is, twice as much as the female 


gets. Allah said, a 
ESS al a> 


<(Thus) does Allah make clear to you...> 
His Law and set limits, clarifying His legislation, 


LS old 
«Lest you go astray.> from the truth after this explanation, 
¢And Allah is the All-Knower of everything .> 


Allah has perfect knowledge in the consequences of 
everything and in the benefit that each matter carries for His 
servants. He also knows what each of the relatives deserves 
from the inheritance, according to the degree of relation he or 
she has with the deceased. 

Ibn Jarir recorded that Tariq bin Shihab said that ‘Umar 
gathered the Companions of the Messenger of Allah #% once 
and said, “I will give a ruling concerning the Kaldlah that even 
women will talk about it in their bedrooms.” A snake then 
appeared in the house and the gathering had to disperse. 
‘Umar commented, ‘Had Allah willed this (‘Umar’s verdict 
regarding the Kaldlah) to happen, it would have happened.”!! 


(0) At-Tabari 9 :439. 
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The chain of narration for this story is authentic. Al-Hakim, 
Abu ‘Abdullah An-Naysaburi recorded that ‘Umar bin Al- 
Khattab said, ‘Had I asked the Messenger of Allah 34 regarding 
three things, it would have been better for me than red camels. 
(They are:} who should be the Khalifah after him; about a 
people who said, ‘We agree to pay Zakdh, but not to you 
(meaning to the Khalifah),’ if we are allowed to fight them; and 
about the Kaldlah.” Al-Hakim said, “Its chain is Sahih 
according to the Two Shaykhs, and they did not recorded it.”!! 
Ibn Jarir also said that it was reported that ‘Umar said, “I feel 
shy to change a ruling that Abu Bakr issued. Abu Bakr used to 
say that the Kaldlah is the person who has no descendants or 
ascendants.”?! Abu Bakr’s saying is what the majority of 
scholars among the Companions, their followers and the earlier 
and later Imams agree with. This is also the ruling that the 
Qur’an indicates. For Allah stated that He has explained and 
made plain the ruling of the Kaldlah, when He said, 


dade ost Ky 5 LS SS peed I 
<(Thus) does Allah makes clear to you (His Law) lest you go 
astray. And Allah is the All-Knower of everything .> 
And Allah knows best. 


1] Al-Hakim 2:304. 
[2] At-Tabari 9 :437. 
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The Tafsir of Sirat Al-Ma@’idah 
(Chapter - 5) 


The Virtues of Sdérat Al-Ma’idah; When It was Revealed 


At-Tirmidhi recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said, “The last 
Surahs to be revealed were Strat Al-Ma’idah and Surat Al-Fath 
(chapter 48).” At-Tirmidhi commented, “This Hadith is Hasan, 
Gharib." and it was also reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that 
the last Stirah to be revealed was, 

qc eal, ail Hs END 
<When there comes the help of Allah and the Conquest,>'?! 


Al-Hakim collected a narration similar to that of At-Tirmidhi 
in his Mustadrak, and he said, “It is Sahih according to the 
criteria of the Two Shaykhs and they did not record it.”*! Al- 
Hakim narrated that Jubayr bin Nufayr said, “I performed Hajj 
once and visited ‘A'ishah and she said to me, ‘O Jubayr! Do 
you read (or memorize) Al-Md’idah ?’ I answered ‘Yes.’ She 
said, It was the last Surah to be revealed. Therefore, whatever 
permissible matters you find in it, then consider (treat) them 
permissible. And whatever impermissible matters you find in 
it, then consider (treat) them impermissible.” Al-Hakim said, 
“It is Sahih according to the criteria of the Two Shaykhs and 
they did not record it.”! Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdur- 
Rahman bin Mahdi related that Mu‘awiyah bin Salih added 
this statement in the last Hadith, “I (Jubayr) also asked 
‘A'ishah about the Messenger of Allah’s conduct and she 
aperer ed by saying, The Qur’an.” An-Nasai also recorded 
it. 


01) Tyunfat ALAhwadhi 8 :436. 

(21 Tuhfat ALAhwadhi 8 :437. 

(3) Al-Hakim 2:311. 

(4) 4)-Hakim 2:311. 

IS! Ahmad 6:188 and An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubré: 11138. 
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€In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful.> 


€1. O you who believe! Fulfill (your) obligations. Lawful to you 
(for food) are all the beasts of cattle except that which will be 
announced to you (herein), game (also) being unlawful when 
you assume Ihram. Verily, Allah commands that which He 
wills > 


€2. O you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of the symbols 
of Allah, nor of the Sacred Month, nor of the Hady brought for 
sacrifice, nor the garlands, nor the people coming to the Sacred 
House (Makkah), seeking the bounty and good pleasure of their 
Lord. But when you finish the Ihram, then hunt, and let not 
the hatred of some people in (once) stopping you from Al-Masjid 
Al-Haram (at Makkah) lead you to transgression. Help you one 
another in Al-Birr and At-Taqwa, but do not help one another 
in sin and transgression. And have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, 
Allah is severe in punishment. 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that a man came to ‘Abdullah bin 
Mas‘id and said to him, “Advise me.” He said, “When you 
hear Allah’s statement, 

€ijsns <ysil led 


€O you who believe!> then pay full attention, for it is a righteous 
matter that He is ordaining or an evil thing that He is forbidding.” 
Khaythamah said, “Everything in the Qur’an that reads, 
ipa el Gle> 


€O you who believe!> reads in the Tawrah, ‘O you who are in 
need.” Allah said, 
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asacil, ipsi> 
<Fulfill (your) obligations .> 
Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid and others said that ‘obligations’ here 
means treaties.!!! Ibn Jarir mentioned that there is a 
consensus for this view. Ibn Jarir also said that it means 


treaties, such as the alliances that they used to conduct.!?! 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented: 


E2955) taal Gas Slt GED 
€O you who believe! Fulfill (your) obligations .> 
“Refers to the covenants, meaning, what Allah permitted, 
prohibited, ordained and set limits for in the Qur’an. 
Therefore, do not commit treachery or break the covenants. 
Allah emphasized this command when He said, 


pee od 


4523 dey Gi AT Sols at, Ob al Ue ORE aap 
And those who break the covenant of Allah, after its 
ratification, and sever that which Allah has commanded to be 
joined,> until, ag 

<0 
<unhappy (evil) home (i.e. Hell) .»”**! 
Ad-Dahhak said that, 


428i, ipald 
<Fulfill your obligations .> 


“Refers to what Allah has permitted and what He has 
prohibited. Allah has taken the covenant from those who 
proclaim their faith in the Prophet 3% and the Book to fulfill the 
obligations that He has ordered for them in the permissible and 
the impermissible.” 


Explaining the Lawful and the Unlawful Beasts 
Allah said, 
Coit ig SW bly 
"'l At-Tabari 9:450. 


[2] At-Tabari 9:449. 
(3) at-Tabari 9 :452. 
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<Lawful to you (for food) are all the beasts of cattle> 


camels, cows and sheep, as Al-Hasan, Qataédah and several 
others stated.!) Ibn Jarir said that this Tafsir conforms to the 
meaning of (‘beasts of cattle’) that the Arabs had. We should 
mention that Ibn Umar, Ibn ‘Abbas and others relied on this 
Ayah as evidence to allow eating the meat of the fetus if it is 
found dead in the belly of its slaughtered mother. ?! There is 
a Hadith to the same effect collected in the Sunan of Abu 
Dawud, At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah and narrated by Abu Sa‘id 
who said, “We asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah! When we 
slaughter a camel, cow or sheep, we sometimes find a fetus in 
its belly, should we discard it or eat its meat?’ He said, 


oath £155 S85 Sp os by 2d 
«Eat it if you want, because its slaughter was fulfilled when its 
mother was slaughtered .»” 

At-Tirmidhi said, “This Hadith is Hasan."°! Abu Dawud 
recorded that Jabir bin ‘Abdullah said that the Messenger of 
Allah #§ said, : es 
042 £155 oS S50 
«Proper slaughter of the fetus is fulfilled with the slaughter of 
its mother.» Only Abu Dawud collected this narration.'*! 


Allah’s statement, ~ 
EKG Ht Ip 


<except that which will be announced to you (herein) ,> 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that it 
refers to, “The flesh of dead animals, blood and the meat of 
swine.”51_ Qatadah said, “The meat of dead animals and 
animals slaughtered without Allah’s Name being pronounced 
at the time of slaughtering.” It appears, and Allah knows 
best, that the Ayah refers to Allah’s other statement, 


0 At-Tabari 9:455. 

2] at-Tabari 9 :456. 

3] Abu Dawud 3:252, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 5:48 and Ibn Majah 
2:1066. 

41 Abu Dawud 3:253. 

{Sl At-Tabari 9 :458. 

(61 At-Tabari 9:458. 
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ays BAI oy af 4 hl Gs ll a ah Eo Re app 

dea Ff ts aga Seat 
«Forbidden to you (for food) are: Al-Maytah (the dead 
animals), blood, the flesh of swine, and what has been 
slaughtered as a sacrifice for others than Allah, and that which 
has been killed by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a 


headlong fall, or by the goring of horns - and that which has 
been (partly) eaten by a wild animal.}>{5:3), 


for although the animals mentioned in this Ayah are types of 
permissible cattle (except for swine), they become 
impermissible under the circumstances that the Ayah [5:3] 
specifies. This is why Allah said afterwards, 


dct eed 0 AS 


<Unless you are able to slaughter it (before its death) and that 
which is sacrificed (slaughtered) on An-Nusub (stone altars)> 


as the latter type is not permissible, because it can no longer 
be slaughtered properly. Hence, Allah’s statement, 


(SE Kody ai iy © eblp 


<Lawful to you are all the beasts of cattle except that which will 
be announced to you,> 


means, except the specific circumstances that prohibit some of 
these which will be announced to you. 

Allah said, 

€ 0h pools accll Je Zed 
<game (also) being unlawful when you assume Ihram.> 

Some scholars said that the general meaning of ‘cattle’ 
includes domesticated cattle, such as camels, cows and sheep, 
and wild cattle, such as gazzelle, wild cattle and wild donkeys. 
Allah made the exceptions mentioned above (dead animals 
blood, flesh of swine etc.), and prohibited hunting wild beasts 
while in the state of Ihradm. It was also reported that the 
meaning here is, “We have allowed for you all types of cattle in 


all circumstances, except what We excluded herewith for the 
one hunting game while in the state of Ihram.” Allah said, 
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<But if one is forced by necessity, without willful disobedience, 
and not transgressing, then, Alléh is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful .> 
This Ayah means, “We allowed eating the meat of dead 
animals, when one is forced by necessity, under the condition 
that one is not transgressing the limits or overstepping them.” 
Here, Allah states, “Just as We allowed the meat of cattle in 
all conditions and circumstances, then do not hunt game 
when in the state of Ihrdm, for this is the decision of Allah, 
Who is the Most Wise in all that He commands and forbids.” 
So Allah said; 


tig 6 KE HY 
<Verily, Allah commands that which He wills.> 


The Necessity of Observing the Sanctity of the Sacred 
Area and the Sacred Months 


Allah continues, 
5k GENE Wa el Cap 


€O you who believe! Violate not the sanctity of Sha’a'ir Allah 
(the symbols of Allah),> 
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Sha‘a@’ir Allah means the rituals of Hajj.”""! 
Mujahid said, “As-Safa and Al-Marwah, and the sacrificial 
animal are the symbols of Allah.”?! It was also stated that 
Sha‘a’ir Allah is what He prohibited. Therefore, it means, do 
not violate what Allah prohibited. Allah said afterwards, 


ert FB 5p 
qnor of the Sacred Month,> 


for you are required to respect and honor the Sacred Month 
and to refrain from what Allah forbade during it, such as 
fighting. This also lays emphasis on avoiding sins during that 
time. As Allah said; 


I At-Tabari 9:463. 
21 At-Tabari 9 :463. - 
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<They ask you concerning fighting in the Sacred Month. Say, 
“Fighting therein is a great (transgression) ."’> 
and, 


leg rae vy tte. S40 77 4 
40 Ae EN al See yall Fe Oty 


€Verily, the number of months with Allah is twelve months (in 
a year).> 
Al-Bukhari recorded in his Sahih that Abu Bakrah said that 
the Messenger of Allah #8 said during the Farewell Hajj, 
pie Gh Ben Ga5M5 Sten ar GEE py ted jude SF SUH Op 


Ay Hedl yo5 cad stone So Ge bol ag 


OSURSS GSES 55 gill 5 855 
‘The division of time has returned as it was when Allah created 
the Heavens and the earth. The year is twelve months, four of 
which are sacred: Three are in succession, (they are :) Dhul- 
Qa’dah, Dhul-Hijjah and Muharram, and (the fourth is) Rajab 


of (the tribe of) Mudar which comes between Jumada (Ath- 
Thaniyah) and Sha’ban .2!"\ 


This Hadith testifies to the continued sanctity of these 
months until the end of time. 


Taking the Hady! to the Sacred House of Allah, Al- 
Ka‘bah 


Allah’s statement, 
450i Vy Gidl Y5> 
qnor of the Hady brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands,> 


means, do not abandon the practice of bringing the Hady 
{sacrificial animals) to the Sacred House, as this ritual is a 
form of honoring the symbols of Allah. Do not abandon the 
practice of garlanding these animals on their necks, so that 
they are distinguished from other cattle. This way, it will be 


"] Feth Al-Bari 10:10. 
21 The animal offered as a sacrifice by the pilgrims. 
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known that these animals are intended to be offered as Hady 
at the Ka‘bah, and thus those who might intend some harm 
to them would refrain from doing so. Those who see the Hady 
might be encouraged to imitate this ritual, and indeed, he who 
calls to a type of guidance, will earn rewards equal to the 
rewards of those who follow his lead, without decrease in their 
own rewards. When the Messenger of Allah #% intended to 
perform Hajj, he spent the night at Dhul-Hulayfah, which is 
also called Wadi Al-‘Aqiq. In the morning, the Prophet # made 
rounds with his wives, who were nine at that time, performed 
Ghusl (bath), applied some perfume and performed a two 
Rak‘ah prayer. He then garlanded the Hady and announced 
aloud his intention to perform Hajj and ‘Umrah. The Prophet’s 
Hady at the time consisted of plenty of camels, more than 
sixty, and they were among the best animals, the healthiest 
and most physically acceptable, just as Allah’s statement 
proclaims, 
€ Syl OF oo GS A 38 os 


€Thus it is, and whosoever honors the symbols of Allah, then it 
is truly, from the piety of the hearts .> 


Muafatil bin Hayyan said that Allah’s statement, 
Gai Gp 


qnor the garlandspy means, “Do not breach their sanctity.” 
During the time of Jahiliyyah, the people used to garland 
themselves with animal hair and pelts when they left their 
areas in months other than the Sacred Months. The idolators of 
the Sacred House Area used to garland themselves with the 
tree-stems of the Sacred Area, so that they were granted safe 
passage.” This statement was collected by Ibn Abi Hatim, who 
also recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “There are two Aydt in this 
Surah (Al-M@’idah) that were abrogated, the Ayah about the 
garlands [5:2], and 
Core SANS pets Kb Ie opp 
€So if they come to you (O Muhammad 2%), either judge 
between them, or turn away from them .p’""! 


(I At-Tabari 10:332. 
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The Necessity of Preserving the Sanctity and Safety of 
those who Intend to Travel to the Sacred House 


Allah said, 
46555 15 5 IS ES (AI GI ok HD 
«nor the people coming to the Sacred House (Makkah), seeking 
the bounty and good pleasure of their Lord.> 


The Ayah commands: Do not fight people who are heading 
towards the Sacred House of Allah, which if anyone enters it, 
he must be granted safe refuge. Likewise, those who are 
heading towards the Sacred House seeking the bounty and 
good pleasure of Allah, must not be stopped, prevented, or 
frightened away from entering the Sacred House. Mujahid, 
‘Ata’, Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Mutarrif bin ‘Abdullah, ‘Abdullah bin 
‘Ubayd bin Umayr, Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas, Mugqatil bin Hayyan, 
Qatadah and several others said that, 


dg of SES 5355) 
seeking the bounty of their Lord.> 
refers to trading." A similar discussion preceded concerning 
the Ayah; 
CaS of TS UES SN ict phe Sap 
<There is no sin on you if you seek the bounty of your Lord 
(during pilgrimage by trading).> 
Allah said; 
4555) 
¢and pleasure.> 


Ibn ‘Abbas said that the word ‘pleasure’ in the Ayah refers 
to, “seeking Allah’s pleasure by their Hajj.” Ikrimah, As-Suddi 
and Ibn Jarir mentioned that this Ayah was revealed 
concerning Al-Hutam bin Hind Al-Bakri, who had raided the 
cattle belonging to the people of Al-Madinah. The following 
year, he wanted to perform ‘Umrah to the House of Allah and 
some of the Companions wanted to attack him on his way to 


01 at-Tabari 9 :480-481. 
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the House. Allah revealed, 


t 
M6555 pg oi LS ES A Gal ak GD 


¢nor the people coming to the Sacred House (Makkah), seeking 
the bounty and good pleasure of their Lord.>'"!| 


Hunting Game is Permissible After Inram Ends 
Allah said, 


dioucsi Ae G5 
<But when you finish the hram, then hunt,> 


When you end your /hram, it is permitted for you to hunt 
game, which was prohibited for you during Ihram. Although 
this Ayah contains a command that takes effect after the end 
of a state of prohibition (during Ihrdm in this case), the Ayah, 
in fact, brings back the ruling that was previously in effect. If 
the previous ruling was an obligation, the new command will 
uphold that obligation, and such is the case with 
recommended and permissible matters. There are many Aydt 
that deny that the ruling in such cases is always an 
obligation. Such is also the case against those who say that it 
is always merely allowed. What we mentioned here is the 
correct opinion that employs the available evidence, and Allah 
knows best. 


Justice is Always Necessary 
Allah said, 
CUES oF Gli anit op eau J 5 SEE KE GD 
qand let not the hatred of some people in (once) stopping you 
from Al-Masjid Al-Haram (at Makkah) lead you to 
transgression (and hostility on your part).> 
The meaning of this Ayah is apparent, as it commands: Let 
not the hatred for some people, who prevented you from 
reaching the Sacred House in the year of Hudaybiyyah, make 


you transgress Allah’s Law and commit injustice against them 
in retaliation. Rather, rule as Allah has commanded you, being 


1) At-Tabari 9 :472,475. The narrations about the cause of revelation 
for this Ayah are not authentic. 
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just with every one. We will explain a similar Ayah later on, 
rf ret oe. ont or SE ee og Re Ob be ot Ge 
436iin A55t a uct as VT ge 45 Sect pate Gy 


¢And let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid 
justice. Be just: that is nearer to piety,> 


which commands: do not be driven by your hatred for some 
people into abandoning justice, for justice is ordained for 
everyone, in all situations. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Zayd 
bin Aslam said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% and his 
Companions were in the area of Al-Hudaybiyyah when the 
idolators prevented them from visiting the House, and that was 
especially hard on them. Later on, some idolators passed by 
them from the east intending to perform ‘Umrah. So the 
Companions of the Prophet 3 said, ‘Let us prevent those (from 
‘Umrah) just as their fellow idolators prevented us.’ Thereafter, 
Allah sent down this Ayah.”'! Ibn Abbas and others said that 
“Shana’an” refers to enmity and hate. Allah said next, 


25505 Ail GWE 5 GEG At fe Bicsp 
¢Help you one another in Al-Birr and At-Taqwa; but do not 
help one another in sin and transgression .> 


Allah commands His believing servants to help one another 
perform righteous, good deeds, which is the meaning of ‘Al- 
Birr’, and to avoid sins, which is the meaning of ‘At-Taqwa’. 
Allah forbids His servants from helping one another in sin, 
‘thm’ and committing the prohibitions. Ibn Jarir said that, 
‘Ithm means abandoning what Allah has ordained, while 
transgression means overstepping the limits that Allah set in 
your religion, along with overstepping what Allah has ordered 
concerning yourselves and others.”?! Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Anas bin MAlik said that the Messenger of Allah 2: said, 


cG lis gh eb SEL pie 
«Support your brother whether he was unjust or the victim of 
injustice .» 
He was asked, “O Messenger of Allah! We know about 
helping him when he suffers injustice, so what about helping 


0) At-Tabari 9:478. 
[2] At-Tabari 9:490. 
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Bouts ev Cea him when he commits 

Ser fo Aa, e240 $5 8737 oe, ss : - ‘ 

Balls ATS payee injustice?” He said, 
rll GS) Sn 


ASte ee 3 4 earyee cee Dao hort ae oLtee 
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ASN i cea Yai 
roo SGM col SSIS SNL 
SAG Rey ILLS sig stb AE SS 


ACL ail NG le SIN SG Re 
kasipigien eco Lt 
26H gt esIG AS SacI 
SaoAGE ESS. coCMp AGIs 


2 ”, 


‘Prevent and stop him 
from committing injus- 
tice, and this represents 
givin support to 
him 21 

Al-Bukhari recorded 
this Hadith through 
Hushaym.!?] Ahmad 
recorded that one of 
the Companions of 
the Prophet x 
narrated the Hadith, 


Crt LES gait fyi 
Wat bast oat oie 5a; 
$505. 8 Pete at a4 < 
tee AGA OTS fe -, os 477 ‘ Bee oS 3 WI Hey Y Gil 3. 
PAINE EN ea A iat or AOST ae Fs 
Siew weer 4, Gil ode Boe Yo ear : 
Os Sep Na Le L Sol | ne peticver who 
mingles with people and is patient with their annoyance, earns 


more reward than the believer who does not mingle with people 
and does not observe patience with their annoyance.0'°| 


Muslim"! recorded a Hadith that states, 
cats Vota oi SS gs Al AW y Tow 6k Js yo 
Sat of (Bi be IM Ge ae Su ols as 5 seb a tly, 
oe CEE gel yp GS Sats Y tall o UI 
tHe who calls to a guidance, will earn a reward similar to the 


(1) Ahmad 3:99. 

(2] Fath AL-Bari 5:117. 
(31 Ahmad 5:365. 

(41 Muslim 4 :2060. 
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rewards of those who accept his call, until the Day of 
Resurrection, without decreasing their rewards. Whoever calls 
to a heresy, will carry a burden similar to the burdens of those 
who accept his call, until the Day of Resurrection, without 
decreasing their own burdens.» 


ol MEG oy A Sd all BS HG Ee dee cag 
" eis Sb LG EG AS Cy Gai A ts Cah aah 
LES A Gf EH Bs oe WI galt oy at a Kis DON 
43. Forbidden to you (for food) are: Al-Maytah (the dead 
animals), blood, the flesh of swine, and that which has been 
slaughtered as a sacrifice for other than Allah, and that which 
has been killed by strangling, or by a violent blow, or by a 
headlong fall, or by the goring of horns —and that which has 
been (partly) eaten by a wild animal — unless you are able to 
slaughter it (before its death) - and that which is sacrificed 
(slaughtered) on An-Nusub (stone altars). (Forbidden) also is to 
make decisions with Al-Azlam (arrows) (all) that is Fisq 
(disobedience and sin). This day, those who disbelieved have 
given up all hope of your religion; so fear them not, but fear 
Me. This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed 
My favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your 
religion. But as for him who is forced by severe hunger, with 
no inclination to sin (such can eat these above mentioned 
animals), then surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.> 


The Animals that are Unlawful to Eat 


Allah informs His servants that He forbids consuming the 

. mentioned types of foods, such as the Maytah, which is the 
animal that dies before being properly slaughtered or hunted. 
Allah forbids this type of food due to the harm it causes, 
because of the blood that becomes clogged in the veins of the 
dead animal. Therefore, the Maytah is harmful, religiously and 
physically, and this is why Allah has prohibited it. The only 
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exception to this ruling is fish, for fish is allowed, even when 
dead, by slaughtering or otherwise. Malik in his Muwatta, also 
Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa7 and Ibn Majah in their 
Sunan, Ibn Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibban in their Sahihs, all 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah 
# was asked about seawater. He said, 


Cee Ladi 35U 3 ygball gdp 
«Its water is pure and its dead are permissible»!!! 


The same ruling applies to locusts, as proven in a Hadith 
that we will mention later. Allah’s statement, 


€pt5> 
¢blood...> 
This refers to flowing blood, according to Ibn ‘Abbas and Sa‘id 
bin Jubayr, and it is similar to Allah’s other statement, 
40 25 U5 
€Blood poured forth...» 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas was asked about the 
spleen and he said, “Eat it.” They said, “It is blood.” He said, 
“You are only prohibited blood that was poured forth.” Abu 
‘Abdullah, Muhammad bin Idris Ash-Shafit recorded that Ibn 
‘Umar said that the Messenger of Allah 3 said, 


156 guar Ui, SKaly aooe ged Ub gus; oes Ah 
(Jtabhy 
‘We were allowed two dead animals and two (kinds of) blood. 
As for the two dead animals, they are fish and locust. As for 
the two bloods, they are liver and spleen .»!?! 
Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal, Ibn Majah, Ad-Daraqutni and Al- 


Bayhaqi also recorded this Hadith through ‘Abdur-Rahman bin 
Zayd bin Aslam, who is a weak narrator.!*! 


"'l Abu Dawud 1:64, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:224, An-Nasa’ 1:50, Ibn 
Majah 1:136, Ibn Khuzaymah 1:59, Ibn Hibban 2:272. 


21 Musnad Ash-Shafii 2:173. 


31 Anmad 2:97, Ad-Daraqutni 4 :272, Al-Bayhaqi 1:254, and others. 
It is considered authentic due to its many routes. 
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Allah’s statement, 


ee 


<the flesh of swine...> 
includes domesticated and wild swine, and also refers to the 
whole animal, including its fat, for this is what the Arabs 
mean by Lahm or ‘flesh’. Muslim recorded that Buraydah bin 
Al-Husayb Al-Aslami said that the Messenger of Allah 3 said, 


14955 pill OS 33h Go IG ay Gl ge 
tHe who plays Nardshir (a game with dice that involves 


gambling) is just like the one who puts his hand in the flesh 
and blood of swine.»'"! 


If this is the case with merely touching the flesh and blood 
of swine, so what about eating and feeding on it? This Hadith 
is a proof that Lahm means the entire body of the animal, 
including its fat. In is recorded in the Two Sahihs that the 
Messenger of Allah 2 said, 


pboMN3 pies Bahly ASI ag Gs Sp 
tAllah made the trade of alcohol, dead animals, pigs and idols 
illegal .» 

The people asked, “O Allah’s Messenger! What about the fat 
of dead animals, for it was used for greasing the boats and the 
hides; and people use it for lanterns?” He said, 

eee 
‘No, it is illegal .»!?) 

In the Sahih of Al-Bukhari, Abu Sufyan narrated that he 
said to Heraclius, Emperor of Rome, “He (Muhammad) 
prohibited us from eating dead animals and blood.” 

Allah said, 

€.4 ai a hl 
¢And that which has been slaughtered as a sacrifice for other 
than Allah .> 


(1) Muslim 4:1770. 
(21 Fath Al-Bari 4 :495, Muslim 3 :1207. 
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Therefore, the animals on which a name other than Allah 
was mentioned upon slaughtering it, is impermissible, because 
Allah made it necessary to mention His Glorious Name upon 
slaughtering the animals, which He created. Whoever does not 
do so, mentioning other than Allah’s Name, such as the name 
of an idol, a false deity or a monument, when slaughtering, he 
makes this meat unlawful, according to the consensus. 

Allah’s statement, 


eras 25> 
<and that which has been killed by strangling. ..> 


either intentionally or by mistake, such as when an animal 
moves while restrained and dies by strangulation because of 
its struggling, this animal is also unlawful to eat. 


€ssdbd 
¢or by a violent blow...> 


This refers to the animal that is hit with a heavy object until it 
dies. Ibn ‘Abbas and several others said it is the animal that is 
hit with a staff until it dies. Qatadah said, “The people of 
Jahiliyyah used to strike the animal with sticks and when it 
died, they would eat it.) It is recorded in the Sahih that ‘Adi 
bin Hatim said, “I asked, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! I use the 
Mi‘rad™ for hunting and catch game with it.’ He replied, 


tafe zr te OEE geek wah Spe DORE wee ata ty wees 4 
CASE 96 155 58 EB aoe Stal by IS G35 alah £25 I>} 


ulf the game is hit by its sharp edge, eat it. But, if it is hit by its 
broad side, do not eat it, for it has been beaten to death .»'*| 
Therefore, the Prophet % made a distinction between killing 

the animal with the sharp edge of an arrow or a hunting stick, 
and rendered it lawful, and what is killed by the broad side of 
an object, and rendered it unlawful because it was beaten to 
death. There is a consensus among the scholars of Figh on this 
subject. 


(1 At-Tabari 9 :496. 

(2) At-Tabari 9 :496. 

3} 4 sharp-edged piece of wood or a piece of wood provided with a 
piece of iron used for hunting. 

4] Fath ALBari 9:518. 
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As for the animal that falls headlong from a high place and 
dies as a result, it is also prohibited. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that an animal that dies by a 
headlong fall, “Is that which falls from a mountain.”"! 
Qatadah said that it is the animal that falls in a well.!) As- 
Suddi said that it is the animal that falls from a mountain or 
in a well,!*! 

As for the animal that dies by being gorged by another 
animal, it is also prohibited, even if the horn opens a flesh 
wound and it bleeds to death from its neck. 

Allah’s statement, 

Cedi HE Gp 
¢and that which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal,> 
refers to the animal that was attacked by a lion, leopard, tiger, 
wolf or dog, then the wild beast eats a part of it and it dies 
because of that. This type is also prohibited, even if the animal 
bled to death from its neck. There is also a consensus on this 
ruling. During the time of Jahiliyyah, the people used to eat 
the sheep, camel, or cow that were partly eaten by a wild 
animal. Allah prohibited this practice for the believers. 
Allah’s statement, 


4255 6 yp 
qunless you are able to slaughter it,> 


before it dies, due to the causes mentioned above. This part of 
the Ayah is connected to, 


4 OAs eG SSG tegpG See 
¢and that which has been killed by strangling, or by a violent 
blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the goring of horns - and that 
which has been (partly) eaten by a wild animal.» 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on 
Allah’s statement, 


4255 Cp 
0) At-Tabari 9 :498. 


2] At-Tabari 9 :498. 
13) At-Tabari 9 :498. 
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<unless you are able to slaughter it,> 


“Unless you are able to slaughter the animal in the cases 
mentioned in the Ayah while it is still alive, then eat it, for it 
was properly slaughtered.”"! Similar was reported from Sa‘id 
bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and As-Suddi.! Ibn Jarir 
recorded that ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with him, said, “If you 
are able to slaughter the animal that has been hit by a violent 
blow, or by a headlong fall, or by the gorging of horns while it 
still moves a foot or a leg, then eat from its meat.”°! Similar 
was reported from Tawus, Al-Hasan, Qataédah, Ubayd bin 
‘Umayr, Ad-Dahhak and several others, that if the animal that 
is being slaughtered still moves, thus demonstrating that it is 
still alive while slaughtering, then it is lawful.'4! 

The Two Sahihs recorded that Rafi‘ bin Khadij said, “I asked, 
‘O Allah’s Messenger! We fear that we may meet our enemy 
tomorrow and we have no knives, could we slaughter the 
animals with reeds?’ The Prophet #% said, 


PEP ok Sea ement (s oer rp Pea CY at NT 
oF prieles ojabll; pal rd 60 hSS cade al co! 3855 call 3! lap 
tert oat 548 sf- ett $2) eae 

GES 5h Ja Gly chs So Gi: au3 


"You can use what makes blood flow and you can eat what is 
slaughtered with the Name of Allah. But do not use teeth or 
claws (in slaughtering). I will tell you why, as for teeth, they 
are bones, and claws are used by Ethiopians for 
slaughtering "5 
Allah said next, 


qi ced > 
<and that which is sacrificed on An-Nusub.> 


Nusub were stone altars that were erected around the 
Ka‘bah, as Mujahid and Ibn Jurayj stated.'© Ibn Jurayj said, 
“There were three hundred and sixty Nusub [around the 


(1 At-Tabari 9 :502. 

[21 At-Tabari 9 :504, 507. 

(31 At-Tabari 9 :503. 

4] at-Tabari 9 :504. 

(Sl! Fath ALBari 9:554, Muslim 3:1558. 
6] At-Tabari 9 :508. 
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Ka‘bah| that the Arabs used to slaughter in front of, during 
the time of Jahiliyyah. They used to sprinkle the animals that 
came to the Ka‘bah with the blood of slaughtered animals, 
whose meat they cut to pieces and placed on the altars,”!!! 
Allah forbade this practice for the believers. He also forbade 
them from eating the meat of animals that were slaughtered in 
the vicinity of the Nusub, even if Allah’s Name was mentioned 
on these animals when they were slaughtered, because it is a 
type of Shirk that Allah and His Messenger #4 have forbidden. 


The Prohibition of Using Al-Azlam for Decision Making 
Allah said, 


b rete 


CO5NG HLS > 
(Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam> 


The Ayah commands, “O believers! You are forbidden to use 
Al-Azlam (arrows) for decision making,” which was a practice 
of the Arabs during the time of Jdhiliyyah. They would use 
three arrows, one with the word ‘Do’ written on it, another 
that says ‘Do not’, while the third does not say anything. Some 
of them would write on the first arrow, ‘My Lord commanded 
me,’ and, ‘My Lord forbade me,’ on the second arrow and they 
would not write anything on the third arrow. If the blank 
arrow was picked, the person would keep trying until the 
arrow that says do or do not was picked, and the person 
would implement the command that he picked. Ibn ‘Abbas 
said that the Azladm were arrows that they used to seek 
decisions through.!?!_ Muhammad bin Ishaq and others said 
that the major idol of the tribe of Quraysh was Hubal, which 
was erected on the tip of a well inside the Ka‘bah, where gifts 
were presented and where the treasure of the Ka‘bah was 
kept. There, they also had seven arrows that they would use 
to seek a decision concerning matters of dispute. Whatever the 
chosen arrow would tell them, they would abide by it!!S! Al- 
Bukhari'*! recorded that when the Prophet # entered Al 


(1 At-Tabari 9 :508. 
[2) At-Tabari 9:515. 
(3) At-Tabari 9:513. 
4] Fath Al-Bari 6:446. 
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Ka‘bah (after Makkah was conquered), he found pictures of 
Ibrahim and Ismail in it holding the Azlam in their hands. The 
Prophet commented, 
Oa) Gy Gedy I ST ue 1d a oaitss 
‘May Allah fight them (the idolaters)! They know that they 
never used the Azlam to make decisions.» 


Mujahid commented on Allah’s statement, 
CIM ALS Sp 
¢(Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam,> 


“These were arrows that the Arabs used, and dice that the 
Persians and Romans used in gambling.”! This statement by 
Mujahid, that these arrows were used in gambling, is doubtful 
unless we say that they used the arrows for gambling sometimes 
and for decisions other times, and Allah knows best. We should 
also state that Allah mentioned Azlam and gambling in His 
statement before the end of the Surah (5:90, 91), 

A EE ght ys Be, SMG SONG Aoi Air oy ri Sot > 

Fo Ss PA g Mati Gan ee gs I Ga st cy Sed 

Cats Bis Bat ow % 
<O you who believe! Intoxicants (all kinds of alcoholic drinks), 
and gambling, and Al-Ansab, and Al-Azldm are an 
abomination of Shaytan’s handiwork. So avoid that in order that 
you may be successful. Shaytin wants only to excite enmity 
and hatred between you with intoxicants (alcoholic drinks) and 
gambling, and hinder you from the remembrance of Allah and 

from the Salah (the prayer). So, will you not then abstain?> 


In this Ayah, Allah said, 
<5 KS ING ALS chp 
<(Forbidden) also is to make decisions with Al-Azlam, (all) that 
is Fisq.> 
meaning, all these practices constitute disobedience, sin, 
misguidance, ignorance and, above all, Shirk. 


0) At-Tabari 9:512. 
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: king Him for the best decision concerning the 


Imam Ahmad, Al-Bukhari and the collectors of Sunan 
recorded shat Jabir bin ‘Abdullah said, “The Prophet %& used to 
teach15 how to make Istikharah (asking Allah to guide one to 
the*Tight action), in all matters, aS he taught us the Surahs of 
the Qur'an. He said, 


ed 8B aa Bie a 2 wel 3 
Nt a Sf As 3s by wo sil we ety lel Yi was sbi V5 
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«lf anyone of you thinks of doing any matter, he should offer a 
two Rak’ah prayer, other than the compulsory, and say (after 
the prayer) ‘O Allah! I ask guidance from Your knowledge, 
from Your ability and I ask for Your great bounty, for You are 
capable and I am not, You know and I do not, and You know 
the Unseen. O Allah! If You know that this matter (and one 
should mention the matter or deed here) is good for my religion, 
my livelihood and the Hereafter (or he said, ‘for my present and 
later needs’) then ordain it for me, make it easy for me to have, 
and then bless it for me. O Allah! And if You know that this is 
harmful to me in my religion and livelihood and for the 
Hereafter then keep it away from me and let me be away from 
it. And ordain whatever is good for me, and make me satisfied 
with it." 


This is the wording collected by Ahmad, and At-Tirmidhi 
said, “Hasan Sahih Gharib.” 


2S 
1 Ahmad 3:344, Fath ALBari 3:58, Abu Dawud 2:187, Tuhfat Al- 
Ahwadhi 2 .591, An-Nasa7 6:80 and Ibn Majah 1 :440. 


92 


7 aT afsirYoy Kz 
Shaytan and the Disbelievers D Do Not H ~— 
Will Ever Follow Them ope that ey 
Allah said, 


4 os WS ad a IP 


«This day, those who disbelieved have given up all hope of your 
religion ;} 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that the 
Ayah means, “They gave up hope that Muslims would revert to 
their religion.”"! This is similar to the saying of ‘Ata’ bin Abi 
Rabah, As-Suddi and Muqatil bin Hayyan.'?! This meaning is 
supported by a Hadith recorded in the Sahih that states, 


wet ss wll ne 8 Slat ons bf cg 35 Sthsiy bp 

parse 
‘Verily, Shaytan has given up hope that those who pray in the 
Arabian Peninsula, will worship him. But he will still stir 
trouble among them.»!°! 


It is also possible that the Ayah negates the possibility that 
the disbelievers and Shaytan will ever be like Muslims, since 
Muslims have various qualities that contradict Shirk and its 
people. This is why Allah commanded His believing servants to 
observe patience, to be steadfast in defying and contradicting 
the disbelievers, and to fear none but Allah. Allah said, 


Ki 5525 ALES Sip 
€So fear them not, but fear Me.> 


meaning, ‘do not fear them when you contradict them. Rather, 
fear Me and I will give you victory over them, I will eradicate 
them, and make you prevail over them, I will please your 
hearts and raise you above them in this life and the Hereafter.’ 


Islam Has Been Perfected For Muslims 
Allah said, 


'"l At-Tabari 9:516. 
2] At-Tabari 9:516. 
[3] Muslim 4 :2166. 
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is afi KS Laois gas Ke Lh Ky, MI List all> 
€This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed 
My favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your 
religion .> 
This, indeed, is the biggest favor from Allah to this Ummah, 
for He has completed their religion for them, and they, thus, 
do not need any other religion or any other Prophet except 
Muhammad #. This is why Allah made Muhammad # the 
Final Prophet and sent him to all humans and Jinn. Therefore, 
the permissible is what he allows, the impermissible is what he 
prohibits, the Law is what he legislates and everything that he 
conveys is true and authentic and does not contain lies or 
contradictions. Allah said; 


& 7, os 
45555 Cie BY SK Sah 


4And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in 
justice,> 


meaning, it is true in what it conveys and just in what it 
commands and forbids. When Allah completed the religion for 
Muslims, His favor became complete for them as well. Allah 
said, 
ds afl SI Laois ges Kee th Ki AS Sis Gad 

This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed 

My favor upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your 

religion .> 
meaning, accept Islam for yourselves, for it is the religion that 
Allah likes and which He chose for you, and it is that with 
which He sent the best of the honorable Messengers and the 
most glorious of His Books. 


Ibn Jarir recorded that Haritin bin ‘Antarah said that his 
father said, “When the Ayah, 


4 Kins KI LIS G5il> 
<This day, I have perfected your religion for you...> 


was revealed, during the great day of Hajj (the Day of ‘Arafah, 
the ninth day of Dhul-Hijjah) ‘Umar cried. The Prophet 2 said, 
‘What makes you cry?’ He said, What made me cry is that our 
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religion is being perfected for us. Now it is perfect, nothing is 
perfect, but it is bound to deteriorate.’ The Prophet #% said, 


PRK ey) 


‘You have said the truth.”"! What supports the meaning of 
this Hadith is the authentic Hadith, 


essa bd 8 5t5 08 fe py bp 


slam was strange in its beginning and will return strange 
once more. Therefore, Taba’! for the strangers »'°! 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Tariq bin Shihab said, “A 
Jewish man said to ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab, ‘O Leader of the 
Believers! There is a verse in your Book, which is read by all 
of you (Muslims), and had it been revealed to us, we would 
have taken that day (on which it was revealed) as a day of 
celebration.’ ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab asked, ‘Which is that verse?’ 
The Jew replied, 

tach Bie 2h Ky Wt 9 
€This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed 
My favor upon you...> 
‘Umar replied, By Allah! I know when and where this verse 
was revealed to Allah’s Messenger 3%. It was the evening on the 
Day of ‘Arafah on a Friday.”"“! Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith 
through Al-Hasan bin As-Sabbah from Ja‘far bin ‘Awn.!5! 
Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa7©! also recorded this Hadith. 
In the narration collected by Al-Bukhari in the book of 
Tafsir, through Tariq, he said, “The Jews said to Umar, ‘By 
Allah! There is a verse that is read by all of you (Muslims), 


and had it been revealed to us, we would have taken that day 
(on which it was revealed) as a day of celebration.’ ‘Umar said, 


Ol at-Tabari 9 :519. 

(2 Tuba means “good news”, and it is also a tree in Paradise. See the 
Tafsir of Sirat Ar-Ra‘d 13:29 (volume five). 

(3) Muslim 1:130. 

(4] Ahmad 1:38. 

5! Fath ALBari 1:129. 

Il Muslim 4:2313, At-Tirmidhi Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:407 and An- 
Nasa7i 5:251. 
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‘By Allah! I know when and where this verse was revealed and 
where the Messenger of Allah 3% was at that time. It was the 
day of ‘Arafah, and I was at ‘Arafah, by Allah.””") Sufyan (one of 
the narrators) doubted if Friday was mentioned in this 
narration. Sufyan’s confusion was either because he was 
unsure if his teacher included this statement in the Hadith or 
not. Otherwise, if it was because he doubted that the particular 
day during the Farewell Hajj was a Friday, it would be a 
mistake that could not and should not have come from 
someone like Sufyan Ath-Thawri. The fact that it was a Friday, 
is agreed on by the scholars of Sirah and Fiqh. There are 
numerous Hadiths that support this fact that are definitely 
authentic and of the Mutawati??! type. This Hadith was also 
reported from Umar through various chains of narration. 


Permitting the Dead Animals in Conditions of Necessity 
Allah said, 
Leo 33h GN OS EN Gales BE g GUST yp 


<But as for him who is forced by severe hunger, with no 
inclination to sin (such can eat these above mentioned animals), 
then surely, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .> 


Therefore, when one is forced to take any of the 
impermissible things that Allah mentioned to meet a necessity, 
he is allowed and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful with 
him. Allah is well aware of His servant’s needs during dire 
straits, and He will forgive and pardon His servant in this 
case. In the Musnad and the Sahih of Ibn Hibban, it is 
recorded that Ibn ‘Umar said that Messenger of Allah 3% said, 


wane 8 SL us Zaks i of Cg a bp 
«Allah likes that His Rukhsah (allowance) be used, just as He 
dislikes that disobedience to Him is committed .»!*) 


We should mention here that it is not necessary for one to 


("Fath Al-Bari 8:119. 


21 The name applied to a report whose every chain of narration 
contains a number of trustworthy narrators in each level of the 
chain. 


3] Ibn Hibban 4 :182. 
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wait three days before eating the meat of dead animals, as 
many unlettered Muslims mistakenly think. Rather, one can 
eat such meat when the dire need arises. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Waqid Al-Laythi said that 
the Companions asked, “O Messenger of Allah! We live in a 
land where famine often strikes us. Therefore, when are we 
allowed to eat the meat of dead animals?” The Prophet 2% 
replied, 


Wey SEUSS SE BRS Og A OIG thal op 


‘When you neither find food for lunch and dinner nor have any 
produce to eat, then eat from it.» 


Only Imam Ahmad!" collected this narration and its chain 
meets the criteria of the Two Sahihs. 
Allah said, 
433 Ge 


with no inclination to sin,> 
meaning, one does not incline to commit what Allah has 
prohibited. Allah has allowed one when necessity arises to eat 
from what He otherwise prohibits, under the condition that his 


heart does not incline to eat what Allah prohibited. Allah said 
in Sdérat Al-Bagarah, 


4 id Silk ail Gy HG (Sy BE te YS go Fe at 3 
€But if one is forced by necessity without willful disobedience 
nor transgressing due limits, then there is no sin on him. 
Truly, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.» 

Some scholars used this Ayah as evidence that those who 
travel for the purpose of committing an act of disobedience are 
not allowed to use any of the legal concessions of travel, 
because these concessions are not earned through sin, and 
Allah knows best. 


4 oh ytd ov oe, oy ote ve ¥ “oat r4 ld 
G itis OK el go A dct SL 

fae ra ged Sa Ge, 2 4 rd he Phe Sy ee u, Fa 
4D es ail 3 Gi IG ae I CIA Kee KE es St Ke 
44. They ask you what is lawful for them. Say: ‘Lawful unto 


¢ 


(1) Ahmad 5:218. 
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you are At-Tayyibat (the good things). And those Jawarih 
(beasts and birds of prey) which you have trained as hounds, 
training and teaching them (to catch) in the manner as directed 
fo you by Allah; so eat of what they catch for you, but 
pronounce the Name of Allah over it, and have Taqwa of Allah. 
Verily, Allah is swift in reckoning .”’> 


Clarifying the Lawful 
In the previous Ayah Allah mentioned the prohibited types of 
food, the impure and unclean things, harmful for those who 


eat them, either to their bodies, religion or both, except out of 
necessity, 


405 LS wy KE RE A 1S 
¢while He has explained to you in detail what is forbidden to 


you, except under compulsion of necessity> 
After that, Allah said, 
CEsit BS Sol BA I teu Hep 
<They ask you what is lawful for them. Say, “Lawful unto you 
are At-Tayyibat...”> 
In Strat AlA‘raf Allah describes Muhammad 2 allowing the 
good things and prohibiting the filthy things. Muqatil said, “At- 
Tayyibat includes everything Muslims are allowed and the 
various types of legally earned provision.” Az-Zuhri was once 
asked about drinking urine for medicinal purposes and he said 


that it is not a type of Tayyibdat.” Ibn Abi Hatim also narrated 
this statement. 


Using Jawarih') to Hunt Game is Permissible 
Allah said, 
45K eA! Go AE w5> 


¢And those Jawarih (beasts and birds of prey) which you have 
trained as hounds...> 
That is, lawful for you are the animals slaughtered in Allah’s 
Name, and the good things for sustenance. [The game you 


1] Hunting animal. 
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catch] with the Jawdrih are also lawful for you. This refers to 
trained dogs and falcons, as is the opinion of the majority of 
the Companions, their followers, and the Imams. ‘Ali bin Abi 
Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that, 


46k ell a3 Lhe csp 


€And those Jawarih (beasts and birds of prey) which you have 
trained as hounds...> 


refers to trained hunting dogs, falcons and all types of birds 
and beasts that are trained to hunt, including dogs, wild cats, 
falcons, and so forth.'!! Ibn Abi Hatim collected this and said, 
“Similar was reported from Khaythamah, Tawus, Mujahid, 
Makhul and Yahya bin Abi Kathir.”?! Ibn Jarir recorded that 
Ibn ‘Umar said, “You are permitted the animal that the trained 
birds, such as falcons, hunt for you if you catch it (before it 
eats from it). Otherwise, do not eat from it.”*! I say, the 
majority of scholars say that hunting with trained birds is just 
like hunting with trained dogs, because bird’s of prey catch 
the game with their claws, just like dogs. Therefore, there is 
no difference between the two. Ibn Jarir recorded that ‘Adi bin 
Hatim said that he asked the Messenger of Allah # about the 
game that the falcon hunts and the Messenger 2% said, 


«Whatever it catches for you, eat from it.s!*) 


These carnivores that are trained to catch game are called 
Jawarih in Arabic, a word that is derived from Jarh, meaning, 
what one earns. The Arabs would say, “So-and-so has Jaraha 
something good for his family,” meaning, he has earned them 
something good. The Arabs would say, “So-and-so does not 
have a Jarih for him,” meaning, a caretaker. Allah also said, 


dere store 


<0 aap b pais? 
And He knows what you have done during the day...> 


Hl At-Tabari 9 :548. 
[21 At-Tabari 9 :547-548. 
IS] At-Tabari 9 :549. 
14} At-Tabari 9 :550. 
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meaning, the good or evil you have earned or committed. 
Allah’s statement, 
45> 


ode 


¢trained as hounds,> those Jawarih that have been trained to 
hunt as hounds with their claws or talons. Therefore, if the 
game is killed by the weight of its blow, not with its claws, then 
we are not allowed to eat from the game. Allah said, 


training them in the manner as directed to you by Allah,> 


as when the beast is sent, it goes after the game, and when it 
catches it, it keeps it until its owner arrives and does not 
catch it to eat it itself. This is why Allah said here, 


428i HUG ie KAT Usp 


€so eat of what they catch for you, but pronounce the Name of 
Allah over it,» 


When the beast is trained, and it catches the game for its 
owner who mentioned Allah’s Name when he sent the beast after 
the game, then this game is allowed according to the consensus 
of scholars, even if it was killed. There are Hadiths in the 
Sunnah that support this statement. The Two Sahihs recorded 
that ‘Adi bin Hatim said, “I said, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! I send 
hunting dogs and mention Allah’s Name.’ He replied, 


hele ath a JSS dot ot 55855 ohethh ais Gish tip 
af, with mentioning Allah's Name, you let loose your tamed 


dog after a game and it catches it, you may eat what it 
catches.» 


I said, ‘Even if it kills the game?’ He replied, 
& we dé 
‘Even if it kills the game, unless another dog joins the hunt, 


for you mentioned Allah's Name when sending your dog, but 
not the other dog.» 


I said, T also use the Mi‘rdd and catch game with it.’ He 
replied, 
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ist 36 a5 Sy joe Stal by WS G55 arty 225 tip 
lf the game is hit by its sharp edge, eat it, but if it is hit by 
its broad side, do not eat it, for it has been beaten to death .»'"! 
In another narration, the Prophet 3% said, 

yy tAbE Cs S53 Sele Gat Se aot S56 Sods Shot tin 
55 ish ETS IS a 8G bs js a ssf 

«If you send your hunting dog, then mention Allah's Name 

and whatever it catches for you and you find alive, slaughter it. 


If you catch the game dead and the dog did not eat from it, 
then eat from it, for the dog has caused its slaughter to be 


fulfilled .»'?! 
In yet another narration of two Sahihs, the Prophet x said, 
tani Ye Gaal 5d Sf GEE Ab SE 96 jst bye 
af the dog eats from the game, do not eat from it for I fear that 
it has caught it as prey for itself!) 


Mention Allah’s Name Upon Sending the Predators to 
Catch the Game 


Allah said, 
4a AN I ASIG Ke I esp 
so eat of what they catch for you, but pronounce the Name of 
Allah over it,> 
meaning, upon sending it. The Prophet #% said to ‘Adi bin 
Hatim, 
atthe Gash Ge Y5S ait eh 5855 eelethh Gels Gia Gf tip 
tWhen you send your trained dog and mention Allah's Name, 
eat from what it catches for you.»!*) 
It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu Tha‘labah related 


1) Fath Al-Bari 9 :527, Muslim 3 :1529. 
(2) Fath Al-Bari 9:513, Muslim 3 :1530. 
(31 Fath ALBGri 9 :527, Muslim 3:1529. 
4] Fath AL-Bari 9 :524. 
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that the Prophet #% said, 
tail Rol $30 Gage, E25 tay cit ot S56 Gols CLoaf ip 
«lf you send your hunting dog, mention Allah’s Name over it. 
If you shoot an arrow, mention Allah's Name over it»! 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented, 


fe, og 


Gi SM ISD 
€but pronounce the Name of Allah over it, 
“When you send a beast of prey, say, In the Name of Allah!’ 
If you forget, then there is no harm.” It was also reported 
that this Ayah commands mentioning Allah’s Name upon 


eating. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that the Messenger of 
Allah # taught his stepson Umar bin Abu Salamah saying, 


CLE Kee JS seeds J85 tit ico 
«Mention Allah’s Name, eat with your right hand and eat from 
the part of the plate that is in front of you 0° 
Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘A’lishah said, “They asked, ‘O 
Allah’s Messenger! Some people, - recently converted from 


disbelief - bring us some meats that we do not know if Allah’s 
Name was mentioned over or not.’ He replied, 


2 ow 


tiylS5 ABE ai ico 
‘Mention Allah's Name on it and eat from it.»*) 
in arly A Je Saas Se Sa AN alt teas Ecc SL cotip 
be Ml 9 BG Ae Ls IS AY AS oS ON wee V5 eat 
€5. Made lawful to you this day are At-Tayyibat. The food of 


the People of the Scripture is lawful to you, and your food is 
lawful to them. (Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women 


(1 Fath ALBari 9 :527, Muslim 3:1532. 
(2) At-Tabari 9:571. 

(3) Fath ALBari 9 :431, Muslim 3:1599. 
4! Fath ALBari 9 :550. 
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from the believers and chaste women from those who were given 
the Scripture before your time when you have given them their 
due, desiring chastity, not illegal sexual intercourse, nor taking 
them as girlfriends (or lovers). And whosoever rejects faith, 
then fruitless is his work; and in the Hereafter he will be among 
the losers.» 


Permitting the Slaughtered Animals of the People of the 
Book 


After Allah mentioned the filthy things that He prohibited for 
His believing servants and the good things that He allowed for 


them, He said next, rat Hee 
Cee SS Sel Gall 


Made lawful to you this day are At-Tayyibat.> 
Allah then mentioned the ruling concerning the slaughtered 
animals of the People of the Book, the Jews and Christians, 


455 SH iB a ts 
<The food of the People of the Scripture is lawful to you...» 


meaning, their slaughtered animals, as Ibn ‘Abbas, Abu 
Umamah, Mujahid, Said bin Jubayr, ‘Ikrimah, ‘Ata’, Al-Hasan, 
Makhul, Ibrahim An-Nakha‘, As-Suddi and Mudgatil bin 
Hayyan stated.''] This ruling, that the slaughtered animals of 
the People of the Book are permissible for Muslims, is agreed 
on by the scholars, because the People of the Book believe 
that slaughtering for other than Allah is prohibited. They 
mention Allah’s Name upon slaughtering their animals, even 
though they have deviant beliefs about Allah that do not befit 
His majesty. 

It is recorded in the Sahih that ‘Abdullah bin Mughaffal said, 
“While we were attacking the fort of Khaybar, a person threw a 
leather bag containing fat, and I ran to take it and said, 1 will 
not give anyone anything from this container today.’ But when 
I turned I saw the Prophet # (standing behind) while 
smiling.”?! The scholars rely on this Hadith as evidence that 
we are allowed to eat what we need of foods from the booty 


2) at-Tabari 9 :573-577. 
2] Fath Al-Bari 9 :552. 
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before it is divided. The scholars of the Hanafi, the Shafi and 
the Hanbali Madhhabs rely on this Hadith to allow eating parts 
of the slaughtered animals of the Jews that they prohibit for 
themselves, such as the fat. They used this Hadith as evidence 
against the scholars of the Maliki Madhhab who disagreed with 
this ruling. A better proof is the Hadith recorded in the Sahih 
that the people of Khaybar gave the Prophet # a gift of a 
roasted leg of sheep, which they poisoned. The Prophet 3% used 
to like eating the leg of the sheep and he took a bite from it, 
but it told the Prophet 3% that it was poisoned, so he discarded 
that bite. The bite that the Prophet # took effected the palate of 
his mouth, while Bishr bin Al-Bara’ bin Ma‘rar died from eating 
from that sheep. The Prophet #% had the Jewish woman, 
Zaynab, who poisoned the sheep, killed. Therefore, the Prophet 
#3 and his Companions wanted to eat from that sheep and did 
not ask the Jews if they removed what the Jews believed was 
prohibited for them, such as its fat.!"! 


Allah’s statement, 
<4 esp 

€and your food is lawful to then.» means, you are allowed to 
feed them from your slaughtered animals. Therefore, this part 
of the Ayah is not to inform the People of the Scriptures that 
they are allowed to eat our food - unless we consider it 
information for us about the ruling that they have - i.e, that 
they are allowed all types of foods over which Allah’s Name was 
mentioned, whether slaughtered according to their religion or 
otherwise. The first explanation is more plausible. So it means: 
you are allowed to feed them from your slaughtered animals 
just as you are allowed to eat from theirs, as equal 
compensation and fair treatment. The Prophet #% gave his robe 
to ‘Abdullah bin Ubayy bin Salul, who was wrapped with it 
when he died. They say that he #% did that because ‘Abdullah 


had given his robe to Al-‘Abbas when Al-‘Abbads came to Al- 
Madinah. As for the Hadith, 


28 Y) daub ob V5 Ge Vi Cae 
‘Do not befriend but a believer, nor should other than a Tagi 
0! Fath ALBari 7 :569. 
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(pious person) eat your food.»,"") 
This is to encourage such behavior, and Allah knows best. 


The Permission to Marry Chaste Women From the 
People of the Scriptures 
Allah said, 
€oSil j Lecstihy 


<(Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from the 
believers> 


The Ayah states: you are allowed to marry free, chaste 
believing women. This Ayah is talking about women who do 
not commit fornication, as evident by the word ‘chaste’. Allah 
said in another Ayah, 

Gl pie G satt B gaedp 
<Desiring chastity not committing illegal sexual intercourse, 
nor taking them as boyfriends (lovers) .> [4:25] 


‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar used to advise against marrying 
Christian women saying, “I do not know of a worse case of 
Shirk than her saying that ‘isa is her lord, while Allah said, 

CEE E EAI USS ID 
¢And do not marry idolatresses till they believe .>” 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Malik Al-Ghifari said that 
Ibn ‘Abbas said that when this Ayah was revealed, 
EE F Si toss 
¢And do not marry idolatresses till they believe,> 


the people did not marry the pagan women. When the 
following Ayah was revealed, 


4K ce SUBS cals Eco 


<(Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from the 
believers and chaste women from those who were given the 
Scripture before your time} 


"Abu Dawud 5:167. ‘Abdullah bin Ubayy was known as a hypocrite. 
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they married women from the People of the Book.” Some of 
the Companions married Christian women and did not see any 
problem in this, relying on the honorable Ayah, 


45S oe SOSH ABS Gall 5. Ext 
<(Lawful to you in marriage) are chaste women from those who 
were given the Scripture before your time} 


Therefore, they made this Ayah an exception to the Ayah in 
Surat Al-Baqarah, 


45:3 E SiS (S55 Yop 
And do not marry the idolatresses till they believe,> 
considering the latter Ayah to include the People of the Book 
in its general meaning. Otherwise, there is no contradiction 
here, since the People of the Book were mentioned alone when 
mentioning the rest of the idolators. 
Allah said, 
CR oh EB LLG ST SIE UE ad SD 


<Those who disbelieve from among the People of the Scripture 
and the idolators, were not going to leave (their disbelief) until 
there came to them clear evidence .> 


and, 
Qi 55 (LT 5g g Sick 5 Seal Cosi iBt Safi hsp 


And say to those who were given the Scripture and to those 
who are illiterates: “Do you (also) submit yourselves?” If they 
do, they are rightly guided.» 
Allah said next, 
4235 facni os Saye Ty> 


«When you have given them their due>, 


This refers to the Mahr, so just as these women are chaste 
and honorable, then give them their Mahr with a good heart. 
We should mention here that Jabir bin ‘Abdullah, ‘Amir Ash- 
Sha‘bi, Ibrahim An-Nakha‘i and Al-Hasan Al-Basri stated that 
when a man marries a woman and she commits illegal sexual 
intercourse before the marriage is consummated, the marriage 
is annulled. In this case, she gives back the Mahr that he paid 
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waahise VA 3 her!!! 

Lic ster Sy oc Sy en — aii ity Allah said, 

Esch Keliass | OA & a 
SO (eee over, eRe “tosh < rr 

abies Aso 5c TST Si eatesh total cease 
sists “FCT 40 iat 24; || <Desiring chastity, not 

ones en led a Neer 5 Sols illegal sexual intercourse, 
Csbidags Al FOCAN dae sf 


nor taking them as girl- 
243 ee ay ste || friends (or lovers) .> 
lag alors ati Pigs yeas BT and just as women 
AAMT qo we oe ate zs La Oe {<.2°; |/must be chaste and 
nse ea 4 ih ies 4g 6° % avoid illegal sexual 
O=: Kees eSalS ile aos > 315 activity, such is the 
becee Sas eae «, case with men, who 
yo at, oe ic ahte af must also be chaste 
536 SIS aN anemia salon 
ABIES pat cee O Asi 
Kes 333 “2% ese A te ail, jag 


and honorable. 
ye aca tres =f 


Therefore, Allah said, 
3 ine FE he 

Sf bese aN al ae sige} 

ais Soil i565 QOS, 


€...not illegal sexual 


intercourse . 
Sor, eGR og ea 
i p: ” aks Age best A a See 


as adulterous people 
do, those who do not 
whomever offers it to them. 
€ 5055 ace Y5> 


avoid sin, nor reject 
adultery with 
¢nor taking them as girl-friends (or lovers) ,> 
meaning those who have mistresses and girlfriends who 
commit illegal sexual intercourse with them, as we mentioned 
in the explanation of Sdirat An-Nisd’. 


aed J Mails Keds GLet slat fy 225 y hon it ep 

wae Ae ols act te 28 oly ees dy aes sey anal 

Whee Gs ELAS BB Cyl AOS ot alll Si Blie fo ES 

SS o> i Bee fos af ie vis 45 Kah Sats lai eb 
(1) At-Tabari 9 :585-586. 
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€6. O you who believe! When you stand (intend) to offer the 
Salah (the prayer), then wash your faces and your hands 
(forearms) up to the elbows, rub (by passing wet hands over) 
your heads, and (wash) your feet up to the ankles. If you are in 
a state of Janaba, purify yourselves (bathe your whole body). 
But if you are ill or on a journey or any of you comes from the 
Gha'it (toilet) or you have touched women and you find no 
water, then perform Tayammum with clean earth and rub 
therewith your faces and hands. Allah does not want to place 
you in difficulty, but He wants to purify you, and to complete 
His Favor to you that you may be thankful.» 


The Order to Perform Wudii’ 
Allah said, 


Gilat Gy 25 yp 
«When you stand for (intend to offer) the Salah,> 


Allah commanded performing Wud’ for the prayer. This is a 
command of obligation in the case of impurity, and in the case 
of purity, it is merely a recommendation. It was said that in 
the beginning of Islam, Muslims had to perform Wud’ for 
every prayer, but later on, this ruling was abrogated. Imam 
Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that Sulayman bin Buraydah said 
that his father said, “The Prophet # used to perform Wudu’ 
before every prayer. On the Day of Victory, he performed Wudw’ 
and wiped on his Khuffs and prayed the five prayers with one 
Wudu’. Umar said to him, ‘O Messenger of Allah! You did 
something new that you never did before.’ The Prophet 2 said, 


toe chad lee il 


«I did that intentionally O ‘Umar!’ Muslim! and the 
collectors of the Sunan also recorded this Hadith. At-Tirmidhi 
said,“Hasan Sahih.) 


(1 Ahmad 5:358. 
[2] Muslim? :232. 


3) Abu Dawud 1:120, Tuhfat AlAhwadhi 1:194, An-Nasai 1:86, Ibn 
Majah 1:170. 
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Ibn Jarir recorded that Al-Fadl bin Al-Mubashshir said, “I 
saw Jabir bin ‘Abdullah perform several prayers with only one 
Wudia’. When he would answer the call of nature, he 
performed Wudii’ and wiped the top of his Khuffs with his wet 
hand. I said, ‘O Abu ‘Abdullah! Do you do this according to 
your own opinion?’ He said, ‘Rather, I saw the Prophet 2% do 
the same thing. So, I do what I saw the Messenger of Allah 2% 
doing.”""! Ibn Majah also recorded this Hadith.2]_ Ahmad 
recorded that Ubaydullah bin ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar was asked; 
“Did you see ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar perform Wudd’ for every 
prayer, whether he was in a state of purity or not,?” So he 
replied, “Asma’ bint Zayd bin Al-Khattab told him that 
‘Abdullah bin Hanzalah bin Abi ‘Amir Al-Ghasil told her that 
the Messenger of Allah # was earlier commanded to perform 
Wudia’ for every prayer, whether he needed it or not. When that 
became hard on him, he was commanded to use Siwdk for 
every prayer, and to perform Wudid’ when MHadath (impurity) 
occurs. ‘Abdullah ([bn Umar) thought that he was able to do 
that (perform Wuda’ for every prayer) and he kept doing that 
until he died.”5! Abu Dawud"! also collected this narration. 
This practice by Ibn Umar demonstrates that it is encouraged, 
not obligatory, to perform Wud’ for every prayer, and this is 
also the opinion of the majority of scholars. 

Abu Dawud recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas said that when 
the Messenger of Allah # once left the area where he answered 
the call of nature, he was brought something to eat. They said, 
“Should we bring you your water for Wuda”’ He said, 


*¢ ee eh > yf Pa re 
ABH MCs We pe SL Shel Lapp 


«f was commanded to perform Wudu’ when I stand up for 
prayer»! 
At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasai!®! also recorded this Hadith and 
At-Tirmidhi said, “This Hadith is Hasan.” Muslim recorded 


(0) at-Tabari 10:11. 

[2] Ibn Majah 1:170. 

(3) Ahmad 5:225. 

(4) Abu Dawud 1:41. 

(S] Abu Dawud 4:36. 

[6] Tyhfot ALAhwadhi 5:579 and An-Nasa’i 1:85. 
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that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “We were with the Prophet # when he 
went to answer the call of nature and when he came back, he 
was brought some food. He was asked, ‘O Messenger of Allah! 
Do you want to perform Wudu&’’ He said, 


(336 sali tt 


«Why? Am I about to pray so that I have to make 
Wadi’ vl! 


The Intention and Mentioning Allah’s Name for Wudi’ 

Allah said; 

€Kid5 ULtbp 
<then wash your faces...> 

The obligation for the intention before Wudi’ is proven by 

this Ayah; 
4 Xod5 LEG a Sy ES yp 
«When you stand (intend) to offer the Salah then wash your 


faces...> 


This is because it is just like the Arabs saying; “When you 
see the leader, then stand.” Meaning stand for him. 
And the Two Sahihs recorded the Hadith, 


CHE os A) JS Wy SEY dus Ve 
“Actions are judged by their intentions, and each person will 
earn what he intended .»'?! 


It is also recommended before washing the face that one 
mentions Allah’s Name for the Wudad’. A Hadith that was 
narrated by several Companions states that the Prophet 2 
asaid, 


vatle al ot 34 I Bd e55 Ve 
\There is no Wudii’ for he who does not mention Allah’s Name 
over it wl 


") Muslim 1:283. 
(21 Fath ALBari 1:15, Muslim 3:1515. 
(31 Abu Dawud 1:75. 
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It is also recommended that one washes his hands before he 
puts his hands in the vessel of water, especially after one 
wakes up from sleep, for the Two Sahihs recorded that Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah 3% said, 


Ob USE GL OF 5 Yt 8 2 ed 8 ayy shot bees Gp 
0045 L5G Stl god ¥ S354 


«lf one of you wakes up from his sleep, let him not put his 
hand in the pot until he washes it thrice, ve one of you does 
not know where his hand spent the night .0\" 


The face according to the scholars of Figh starts where the 
hair line on the head starts, regardless of one’s lack or 
abundance of hair, until the end of the cheeks and chin, and 
from ear to ear. 


Passing the Fingers through the Beard While Performing 
Wudu’ 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Wail said, “I saw Uthman 
when he was performing Wudi’... When he washed his face, 
he passed his fingers through his beard three times. He said, 
‘ saw the Messenger of Allah do what you saw me doing.”"?) 
At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah'*! also recorded this Hadith. At- 
Tirmidhi said “Hasan Sahih.” while Al-Bukhari graded it Hasan. 


How to Perform Wudii’ 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas once performed 
Wudw’ and took a handful of water and rinsed his mouth and 
nose with it. He took another handful of water and joined both 
hands and washed his face. He took another handful of water 
and washed his right hand, and another handful and washed 
his left hand with it. He next wiped his head. Next, he took a 
handful of water and sprinkled it on his right foot and washed 
it and took another handful of water and washed his left foot. 
When he finished, he said, “This is how I saw the Messenger 
of Allah # (performing Wud).”*! Al-Bukhari also recorded 
(| Fath AlBari 1:316, Muslim 1:233. 

1 Jami‘ Al-Masanid was-Sunan 17:197. 
3) Tyhfat ALAhwadhi 1:133 and Ibn Majah 1:148. 
(41 Ahmad 1 :268. 
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it." Allah said, 
<0 fy SLb> 
€and your hands (forearms) up to (Ila) the elbows...> 
meaning, including the elbows. Allah said in another Ayah 


[using Ia], ; se, te seinen 
46S OF 6 By SSA ah cll THE GD 


¢And devour not their substance to (Ila) your substance (by adding 
or including it in your property). Surely, this is a great sin.> 
It is recommended that those who perform Wudii’ should 
wash a part of the upper arm with the elbow. Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger 
of Allah #% said, 


OF Re EN Sb oo BSN UT Sp SA 1S sual 655 O32 th bp 
tOn the Day of Resurrection, my Ummah will be called “those 
with the radiant appendages” because of the traces of Wudt’. 
Therefore, whoever can increase the area of his radiance should 
do so.»!?I 


Muslim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, “I heard my 
intimate friend (the Messenger # ) saying, 


ebb Us Lie yeti Gy Ebel ite 
‘The radiance of the believer reaches the areas that the water of 
(his) Wudii’ reaches .v"*! 
Allah said next, : 
EKvey Lacalyp 
€Rub your heads .> 
It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Malik bin ‘Amr bin 
Yahya Al-Mazini said that his father said that a man said to 
‘Abdullah bin Zayd bin ‘Asim, the grandfather of ‘Amr bin 
Yahya and one of the Companions of the Messenger #%, “Can 
you show me how the Messenger of Allah # used to perform 
() Fath ALBari 1:290. 
1 Fath Al-Bari 1:283, Muslim 1:216. 
5} Muslim 1:219. 
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Wudu’?” ‘Abdullah bin Zayd said, “Yes.” He then asked for a 
pot of water. He poured from it on his hands and washed them 
twice, then he rinsed his mouth and washed his nose [with 
water] thrice [by putting water in it and blowing it out]. He 
washed his face thrice and after that he washed his forearms 
up to the elbows twice. He then passed his wet hands over his 
head from its front to its back and vice versa, beginning from 
the front and taking them to the back of his head up to the 
nape of the neck and then brought them to the front again 
from where he had started. He next washed his feet.!!) A 
similar description of the Wudia’ of the Messenger of Allah 3% 
was performed by ‘Ali in the Hadith by ‘Abdu Khayr.?! Abu 
Dawud recorded that Mu‘awiyah and Al-Miqdad bin Ma‘dikarib 
narrated similar descriptions of the Wudt’ of the Messenger of 
Allah #5.'5| These Hadiths indicate that it is necessary to wipe 
the entire head. 

‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Humran bin Aban said, “I saw 
Uthman bin ‘Affan performing Wudu’, and he poured water 
over his hands and washed them thrice, and then rinsed his 
mouth and washed his nose [by putting water in it, and then 
blowing it out]. Then he washed his face thrice, and then his 
right forearm up to the elbows thrice, and washed the left 
forearm thrice. Then he passed his wet hands over his head, 
then he washed his right foot thrice, and next his left foot 
thrice. After that ‘Uthman said, I saw the Prophet %& 
performing Wudii’ like this, and said, 


. 5-2 Ete Shee ¥ ds Fo 6h wae 44 ot (5-3 tan 
la Pe vert lagd Gow ors) le Na spdy jos yo 
MS 6 oH Bee 
Vad cys pti 


«lf anyone performs Wudii’ like that of mine and offers a two- 
Rak‘ah prayer during which he does not think of anything else, 
then his past sins will be forgiven 0" 


Al-Bukhari'5! and Muslim!® also recorded this Hadith in the 


Ul Fath Al-Bari 1:347, Muslim 1:210. 
[21 Abu Dawud 1:82. 

31 Abu Dawud 1:88-89. 

(1 Abdur Razzaq 1:44. 

(3) Fath ALBGri 1:311. 

(6) Muslim 1:205. 
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Two Sahihs. In his Sunan, Abu Dawud also recorded it from 
‘Uthman, under the description of Wudd’, and in it, that he 
wiped his head one time.!") 


The Necessity of Washing the Feet 
Allah said, 
SI Sy ently > 
¢and your feet up to ankles.> 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas stated that the Ayah 
refers to washing (the feet).'?7] ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ad, ‘Urwah, 
‘Ata’, Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Mujahid, Ibrahim, Ad-Dahhak, As- 
Suddi, Mugqatil bin Hayyan, Az-Zuhri and Ibrahim At-Taymi 
said similarly.'S! This clearly indicates the necessity of washing 
the feet, just as the Salaf have said, and not only wiping over 
the top of the bare foot. 


The Hadiths that Indicate the Necessity of Washing the 
Feet 


We mentioned the Hadiths by the two Leaders of the 
Faithful, ‘Uthman and ‘Ali, and also by Ibn ‘Abbas, Mu‘awiyah, 
‘Abdullah bin Zayd bin ‘Asim and Al-Miqdad bin Ma‘dikarib, 
that the Messenger of Allah #% washed his feet for Wudii’, 
either once, twice or thrice. 

It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr 
said, “The Messenger of Allah # was once late during a trip we 
were taking, and he caught up with us when the time 
remaining for the ‘Asr prayer was short. We were still 
performing Wud’ (in a rush) and we were wiping our feet. He 
shouted at the top of his voice, 


£3 5p AES Sig eg ch 
«Perform Wudii' thoroughly. Save your heels from the 
Fire 0441 
The same narration was also collected in the Two Sahihs 
'] Abu Dawud 1:80, 82. 
2] At-Tabari 10:55. 


IS] At-Tabari 10:54-57. 
(4) Fath ALBari 1:319, Muslim 1:214. 
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from Abu Hurayrah.!"! Muslim recorded that ‘A'iishah said that 
the Prophet #% said, 


CO Se UE Y Shs eS 5 Lich 
«Perform Wudu’ thoroughly. Save your heels from the Fire.»!?1 


‘Abdullah bin Al-Harith bin Jaz’ said that he heard the 

Messenger of Allah #% saying, 
OBI Sy EN abt, SEW ep 
«Save your heels and the bottom of the feet from the Fire.» 

It was recorded by Al-Bayhaqi and Al-Hakim, and this chain 
is Sahih!) 

Muslim recorded that Umar bin Al-Khattab said that a man 
once performed Wudi’ and left a dry spot the size of a 


fingernail on his foot. The Prophet saw that and he said to 
him, 
0535 556 jn 
«Go back and perform proper Wudii’ .»!*! 
Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi also recorded that Anas bin 
Malik said that a man came to the Prophet 3, after he 


performed Wudd’ and left a dry spot the size of a fingernail on 
his foot. The Messenger of Allah #% said to him, 


B55) Stl aan 
‘Go back and perform proper Wudii’ 0!) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that some of the wives of the 
Prophet 3% said that the Prophet saw # a man praying, but 
noticed a dry spot on his foot, the size of a Dirham. The 
Messenger of Allah #% ordered that man to perform Wudi’ 


again.'*! This Hadith was also collected by Abu Dawud from 
Baqiyyah, who added in his narration, “And (the Prophet 


(I Fath Al-Bari 1:321, Muslim 1:215. 

{2 Muslim 1 :213. 

(31 Al-Bayhaqi 1:70 and Al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak 1:162. 
(41 Muslim 1:215. 

(5) Al-Bayhaqi 1:70. 

[6] Ahmad 3 :424. 


wt 
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ordered him) to repeat the prayer.”'! This Hadith has a strong, 
reasonably good chain of narrators. Allah knows best. 


The Necessity of Washing Between the Fingers 


In the Hadith that Humran narrated, ‘Uthman washed 
between his fingers when he was describing the Wudw’ of the 
Prophet ##.'2! The collectors of the Sunan recorded that Laqit 
bin Sabrah said, “I said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! Tell me about 
Wudi’.’ The Messenger 3 replied, 


ale 55 SFY GUELYI Bb Mes ete oy Hey 5h oh 


«Perform Wudu' thoroughly, wash between the fingers and 
exaggerate in rinsing your nose, unless you are fasting»?! 


Wiping Over the Khuffs*! is an Established Sunnah 


Ima4m Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that Aws bin Abi Aws 
said, “I saw the Messenger of Allah 34 perform Wudd’ and wipe 
over his Khuffs. He then stood up for prayer.”5] Abu Dawud 
recorded this Hadith by Aws bin Abi Aws, who said in this 
narration, “I saw the Messenger of Allah #8, after he answered 
the of nature, perform Wudd’ and wipe over his Khuffs and 
feet.” 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Jarir bin ‘Abdullah Al-Bajali 
said, “I embraced Islam after Strat Al-Md’idah was revealed 
and I saw the Messenger of Allah wipe after I became 
Muslim.”7! It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Hammam 
said, “Jarir answered the call of nature and then performed 
Wuda’ and wiped over his Khuffs. He was asked, Do you do 
this?’ He said, ‘Yes. I saw the Messenger of Allah #%, after he 
answered the call of nature, perform Wudi’ and wipe on his 
Khuffs.”” Al-A‘mash commented that Ibrahim said, “They liked 


0} Abu Dawud 1:121. 

{2 Majma‘ Az-Zawa@’id 1:235. 

31 Abu Dawud 1:99, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 1:149, An-Nasa’ 1:79, Ibn 
Majah 1:142. 

Leather socks. 

[SI] Ahmad 4:8. 

(61 Abu Dawud 1:113. 

(7) Ahmad 4:363. 


14] 
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this Hadith because Jarir embraced Islam after Surat Al- 
Ma@’idah was revealed.”"! This is the wording collected by 
Muslim. The subject of the Messenger of Allah 2% wiping over 
his Khuffs, instead of washing the feet, if he had worn his 
Khuffs while having Wudu’, reaches the Mutawdatir grade of 
narration, and they describe this practice by his words and 
actions. 


Performing Tayammum with Clean earth When There is 
no Water and When One is Ill 
Allah said, 
Wg pi Ao ES TG Ke ES Be as Ee 
15 als peat ACH Ud gs YS a 
€But if you are ill or on a journey or any of you comes from 
the Gha’it (toilet), or you have touched women"?! and you find 
no water, then perform Tayammum with clean earth and rub 
therewith your faces and hands .> 


We discussed all of this in Surat An-Nisad’, and thus we do 
not need to repeat it here. We also mentioned the reason 
behind revealing this Ayah. Yet, Al-Bukhari mentioned an 
honorable Hadith here specifically about the Tafsir of this 
noble Ayah. He recorded that ‘A’ishah said, “Upon returning to 
Al-Madinah, a necklace of mine was broken (and lost) in Al- 
Bayda’ area. Allah’s Messenger 3 stayed there and went to 
sleep with his head on my lap. Abu Bakr (‘A’ishah’s father) 
came and hit me on my flank with his hand saying, ‘You have 
detained the people because of a necklace?’ So I wished I were 
dead because (I could not move) the Messenger was 3% sleeping 
on my lap and because of the pain Abu Bakr caused me. 
Allah’s Messenger 3% got up when dawn broke and there was 
no water. So Allah revealed, 


te, ta ote ee 2 etek oe og, Be eee 
Coes bch lei Gy 25 by Gin ail Gle> 


€O you who believe! When you stand (intend) to offer As-Salah 
(the prayer), then wash your faces> 


"Fath Al-Bari 1:589, Muslim 1:228. 
21 See Surat An-Nisa’, no.43 for an explanation of ‘touched women’ 
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until the end of the Ayah. Usayd bin Al-Hudayr said, ‘O the 
family of Abu Bakr! Allah has blessed the people because of 
you. Therefore, you are only a blessing for the people. vl) 

Allah said, 


4g 55 Si calle Jes al Lg op 
€Allah does not want to place you in in dificulty,> 


This is why He made things easy and lenient for you. This is 
why He allowed you to use Tayammum when you are ill and 
when you do not find water, to make things comfortable for 
you and as mercy for you. Allah made Tayammum in place of 
Wudu’, and Allah made it the same as ablution with water for 
the one who it is legitimate for, except for certain things, as we 
mentioned before. For example; Tayammum only involves one 
strike with the hand on the sand and wiping the face and 
hands. Allah said, 


COKE thal a a fy Kal 4) 


<but He wants to purify you, and to complete His ee on you 
that you may be thankful.> , 


for His bounties on you, such as His easy, kind, merciful, 
comfortable and lenient legislation. 


Supplicating to Allah after Wudi’ 


The Sunnah encourages supplicating to Allah after Wudu’ 
and states that those who do so are among those who seek to 
purify themselves, as the Ayah above states. Imam Ahmad, 
Muslim and the collectors of Sunan narrated that ‘Uqbah bin 
‘Amir said, “We were on watch, guarding camels, and when my 
turn to guard came, I took the camels back at night. I found 
that the Messenger of Allah #8 was giving a speech to the 
people. I heard these words from that speech: 


sd gle LE wats 1a tk 5s LL Lt 
rca reer Yj 64gr99 


tAny Muslim who performs Wudi' properly, then stands up 
and prays a two Rak’ah prayer with full attention in his heart 


I) Fath Al-Bari 8:12). 
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and face!” , will earn Paradise.» 


I said, ‘What a good statement this is!’ A person who was 
close by said, The statement he said before it is even better.’ 
When I looked, I found that it was ‘Umar, who said, 1 saw 
that you just came. The Prophet said, 


ly Sf age cosh ef ws Gs ast yy 2 ue 
lb gl te Je agen Zed Sigh Gad Vy Oty tte ae BL, 
tWhen any of you performs Wudii' properly and says, ‘I bear 
witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah 
and that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger’, the eight 


doors of Paradise will be opened for him so that he can enter 
from any door he wishes.»” 


This is the wording collected by Muslim.'?! 


The Virtue of Wudia’ 


Malik recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger 
of Allah #§ said, 


ofee ot 4S Cee ee ee ee ee ery Pre tt, 2a-% FS Ue of 
Fab Bhs 8 gts Se GF SS ES Be SP at Sh 183 ip 
Bah be CF ob 1b OE etd bi Bi seth Ge 
Bees chy jee Ob th BF oie a eth G ny Bake eet 
to gl ee) ts cd lS Bo ple 5 ell hag oe, is abs : 
‘When the Muslim or the believing servant performs Wudii'’ 
and washes his face, every sin that he looked at with his eyes 
will depart from his face with the water, or with the last drop of 
water. When he washes his hands, every sin that his hands 
committed will depart from his hands with the water, or with 
the last drop of water. When he washes his feet, every sin to 
which his feet took him will depart with the water, or with the 
last drop of water. Until, he ends up sinless.»'*! Muslim also 
recorded it.!*! 


11] According to An-Nawawi; “Submission of the limbs and humility of 
the heart.” 

Ahmad 4:153, Muslim: 1:209, Abu Dawud 1:118, An-Nasai 
1:92, Ibn Majah 1:159. 

3] 4LMuwatta’ 1:32. 

4] Muslim 1:215. 
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aes V4 rete | Muslim recorded 


Bee that Abu Malik Al- 
LF AADIEIENW S| WAS sl Ash‘ari said that the 


225 55 2 Wasi Kt iy, op pare agi of Allah 3% 

AEN RING Yak a ace ae 
ages man (22 7 ese 15 Ly! a sti 

Re rON (ish pease 2 MOS fold SUE ae SSNs 


wm at Ce ad eee e| | eae eee ee 
ae Gal 135 @ Qs re gel us Se sf ay at Susy 
Se oaat wa Pa ed ° 
me pe GSI Agia Je} Calls «2505 eee 5 


be 
ae 
Zyfttrees yg spsoteo < ¢ de, 


ae = eS 8 aS LaSl5 the sally eo 
f fh Si Be SiN; Olay 
biyads yl As the a 
4 pene ae alga ys Sf gaa ao 
wer BF os7 od . . 5 
ve wre EN Wp he SG Sa NS |] UPurity is half of faith 
: 205 rt eee caen aseg. ze and Al-Hamdu Lillah 
Ad Perey lucien pee eget i er ece (all the thanks are due to 
Gaiets cael eaSoall <— Allah) fills the Mizan 
3 seas - Ss af 46 Noe A (the Scale). And Subhan 
Fars Ory eee Sab SGahZSS [Allah and Allahu Akbar 
A =A 4 2 5f oe ee eare 2 of (all praise is due to 
) a PNAS Aa ee AEE | a tnd Allah isthe 
Most Great) fills what is between the heaven and earth. As-Sawm (the 
fast) is a Junnah (a shield), Sabr (patience) is a light, Sadagah (charity) 
is evidence (of faith) and the Qur'an is proof for, or against you. Every 
person goes out in the morning and ends up selling himself, he either 
frees his soul or destroys it.»!! 
Muslim recorded that Ibn Umar said that the Messenger of 
Allah 4 said, wee Bees tie Shay 3) 
Cth ch ile V5 dle 3, Sis Or ke Ve 
‘Allah does not accept charity from one who commits 
Ghulil,?! or prayer without purity 2"! 


(1) Muslim 1:203. 

[2! Ghulal means to behave treacherously. Here it is about stealing 
from the goods taken during war. 

3} Muslim1 :204. 
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Soe ease, & r0¢ 75% the § 9S SE ee og Bere te or fe Ht 
WAS aed S53 38 Wel Ws Vi ge 5 bE ess 5 Lull 


TASS oh SAG UL Nn GM I ss DOLG YAS dt G 
Mel Sy Gee AS iy ee BT is US ee al 
CN CAEI BE At 5 Bi UES fens sed US 


¢7. And remember Allah's favor to you and His covenant with 
which He bound you when you said: “We hear and we obey.” 
And have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is All-Knower of that 
which is in the breasts .> 


€8. O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah as just 
witnesses ; and let not the enmity and hatred of others make you 
avoid justice. Be just, that is nearer to Taqwa; and have Taqwa 
of Allah. Verily, Allah is Well-Acquainted with what you do.> 


€9. Allah has promised those who believe and do deeds of 
righteousness, that for them there is forgiveness and a great 
reward (i.e. Paradise) .> 


€10. And they who disbelieve and deny Our Ayéat are those 
who will be the dwellers of the Hell-fire.> 


€11. O you who believe! Remember the favor of Allah unto you 
when some people desired (made a plan) to stretch out their 
hands against you, but (Allah) held back their hands from you. 
So have Taqwa of Allah. And in Allah let the believers put their 
trust .> 


Reminding the Believers of the Bounty of the Message 
and Islam ; 


Allah reminds His believing servants of His bounty by 
legislating this glorious religion and sending them this 
honorable Messenger. He also reminds them of the covenant 
and pledges that He took from them to follow the Messenger 
#8, support and aid him, implement his Law and convey it on 
his behalf, while accepting it themselves. Allah said, 
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CUES CB a KEG oI RS KEE of es Yess 
¢And remember Allah's favor upon you and His covenant with 
which He bound you when you said, ‘We hear and we obey."> 


This is the pledge that they used to give to the Messenger of 
Allah #3 when they embraced Islam. They used to say, “We gave 
our pledge of obedience to the Messenger of Allah 3% to hear 
and obey, in times when we are active and otherwise, even if we 
were passed on for rights, and not to dispute leadership with 
its rightful people.” Allah also said, 

& 4 Ke OS Sh BS 16 Hh oe YB wD 

4h Sd 
And what is the matter with you that you believe not in 
Allah! While the Messenger invites you to believe in your Lord; 


and He has indeed taken your covenant, if you are real 
believers .> 


It was also said that this Ayah (5:7) reminds the Jews of the 
pledges and promises Allah took from them to follow 
Muhammad # and adhere to his Law, as ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas stated. 

Allah then said, 


ail 1 255> 
¢And have Taqwa of Allah.> 


in all times and situations. Allah says that He knows the 
secrets and thoughts that the hearts conceal, 


4d 9 2 SID 
<Verily, Allah is All-Knower of the secrets of (your) breasts .> 
The Necessity of Observing Justice 
Allah said, 
is Si 15 Vat <a ep 
<€O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah...> 


meaning, in truth for the sake of Allah, not for the sake of 
people or for fame, 
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¢as just witnesses» observing justice and not transgression. It 
is recorded in the Two Sahihs that An-Nu‘man bin Bashir said, 
“My father gave me a gift, but ‘Amrah bint Rawahah, my 
mother, said that she would not agree to it unless he made 
Allah’s Messenger 38 as a witness to it. So, my father went to 
Allah’s Messenger 3 to ask him to be a witness to his giving 
me the gift. Allah’s Messenger 3% asked, 


ales cles Say jst 
«‘Have you given the like of it to everyone of your offspring?’s 
He replied in the negative. Allah’s Messenger 3% said, 
wsoVil 3 5 tyhazls ‘il 1 0 
tHave Taqwa of Allah and treat your children equally. » 
And said; 
tye le sgtiy ¥ fn 
«] shall not be witness to injustice.» 
My father then returned and took back his gift.”!"! 
Allah said; 
G5 GK 5 3KE ES OD 
¢and let not the enmity and hatred of others make you avoid 
justice .> 
The Ayah commands: Do not be carried away by your hatred 
for some people to avoid observing justice with them. Rather, 


be just with every one, whether a friend or an enemy. This is 
why Allah said, 


<a 2 A ap 
<Be just: that is nearer to ane this is better than if you 
abandon justice in this case. 


Although Allah said that observing justice is ‘nearer to 
Taqwa’, there is not any other course of action to take, 
therefore ‘nearer’ here means ‘is’. Allah said in another Ayah, 


(1) Fath ALBari 5:250, Muslim 3:1242. 
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<The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best 
abode, and have the fairer of places for repose .> 


Some of the female Companions said to Umar, “You are 
more rough and crude than the Messenger of Allah 3%,” 
meaning, you are rough, not that the Prophet # is rough at all. 

Allah said next, 

Ae og 


- as Sse Soe, 
4SL5 AS ail Sy al (55> 


dand have Taqwa of Allah. Verily, Allah is Well-Acquainted 
with what you do.> 


and consequently, He will reward or punish you according to 
your actions, whether good or evil. Hence Allah’s statement 
afterwards, 


Be eg id 14 a ae 76 ol see 
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¢Allah has promised those who believe and do deeds of 
righteousness, that for them there is forgiveness> 


for their sins, 
de hd 
qand a great reward.» which is Paradise, that is part of Allah’s 
mercy for His servants. They will not earn Paradise on account 
of their good actions, but rather on account of His mercy and 
favor, even though they will qualify to earn this mercy on 
account of their good actions. Allah has made these actions the 
cause and path that lead to His mercy, favor, pardon and 
acceptance. Therefore, all this is from Allah Alone and all 
thanks are due to Him. 
Allah said next, 


<And they who disbelieve and deny our Ayat are those who will 
be the dwellers of the Hell-fire.> 


This only demonstrates Allah’s perfect justice, wisdom and 
judgment, He is never wrong, for He is the Most Wise, Most 
Just and Most Able. 
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Among Allah’s Favors is that He Prevented the 
Disbelievers from Fighting the Muslims 


Allah said, 
2 a it few 4 So oger of ae te see, {26 rd ter ” ae mca 
Shy etn A ts Gy eee Sf Cos loot en all Glad 


<O you who believe! Remember the favor of Allah unto you 
when some people desired (made a plan) to stretch out their 
hands against you, but (Allah) withheld their hands from you.} 


‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Jabir said, “The Prophet #% once 
stayed at an area and the people spread out seeking shade 
under various trees. The Prophet # hung his weapon on a tree, 
and a bedouin man came and took possession of the Prophet’s 
weapon and held it aloft. He came towards the Prophet # and 
said, ‘Who can protect you from me?’ He replied, ‘Allah, the 
Exalted, Most Honored.’ The bedouin man repeated his 
question twice or thrice, each time the Prophet # answering 
him by saying, ‘Allah.’ The bedouin man then lowered the 
sword, and the Prophet 3% called his Companions and told 
them what had happened while the bedouin was sitting next to 
him, for the Prophet #§ did not punish him.’ Ma‘mar said that 
Qatadah used to mention that some Arabs wanted to have the 
Prophet # killed, so they sent that bedouin. Qatadah would 
then mention this Ayah, 


C262) KS, OR NS 5 eae Bt ct SD 
¢Remember the favor of Allah unto you when some people 


desired (made a plan) to stretch out their hands against 
you.. pit! 


The story of this bedouin man, whose name is Ghawrath bin 
Al-Harith, is mentioned in the Sahih.!?! 

Muhammad bin Ishaq bin Yasar, Mujahid and Tkrimah said 
that this Ayah was revealed about Bani An-Nadir, who plotted 
to drop a stone on the head of the Messenger #% when he 
came to them for help to pay the blood money of two persons 


IH ‘Abdur-Razzaq 1:185. 
(2) l-Bukhari nos: 4135, 4136, 4139. 


at 


Stirah 5. Al-Ma‘idah (12 - 14) (Part-6 125 


whom Muslims 
killed."! The Jews left 
the execution of this 
ol Aall pew Lyela plot to ‘Amr bin 


P Jihash bin Ka‘b and 
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ye chinigs abs enn Madinah and his 
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¢And in Allah let the 
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Senlijaty, 


stork, 


cede stores 
O28, ob Se AiG AE FESS believers put their trust.> 
and those who do so, 
then Allah shall suffice for them and shall protect them from 
the evil plots of the people. Thereafter, Allah commanded His 
Messenger #% to expel Bani An-Nadir, and he laid siege to their 
area and forced them to evacuate Al-Madinah. 
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seed 


'') The Prophet # had a treaty with the Jews to help him pay the 
Diyah, when warranted. 
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€12. Indeed, Allah took the covenant from the Children of Israel 
(Jews), and We appointed twelve leaders among them. And 
Allah said: “I am with you if you perform the Salah and give 
the Zakah and believe in My Messengers; honor and assist 
them, and lend to Allah a good loan, verily, I will remit your 
sins and admit you to Gardens under which rivers flow (in 
Paradise). But if any of you after this, disbelieved, he has 
indeed gone astray from the straight way.’> 


413. So, because of their breach of their covenant, We cursed 
them and made their hearts grow hard. They changed the words 
from their (right) places and have abandoned a good part of the 
Message that was sent to them. And you will not cease to 
discover deceit in them, except a few of them. But forgive them 
and overlook (their misdeeds). Verily, Allah loves the doers of 
good .> 


€14. And from those who call themselves Christians, We took 
their covenant, but they have abandoned a good part of the 
Message that was sent to them. So We planted amongst them 
enmity and hatred till the Day of Resurrection; and Allah will 
inform them of what they used to do.> 


Cursing the People of the Book for Breaking the 
Covenant 


Allah commanded His believing servants to fullfil the 
promises and pledges that He took from them and which they 
gave His servant and Messenger, Muhammad, peace be upon 
him. Allah also commanded them to stand for the truth and 
give correct testimony. He also reminded them of the obvious 
and subtle favors of the truth and guidance that He granted 
them. Next, Allah informed them of the pledges and promises 
that He took from the People of the Book, who were before 
them, the Jews and Christians. When they broke these 
promises and covenants, Allah cursed them as a consequence 
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and expelled them from His grace and mercy. He also sealed 
their hearts from receiving guidance and the religion of truth, 
beneficial knowledge and righteous actions. Allah said, 


bid 7 ett . ee ae - 44 4 we oon, 


<Indeed Allah took the covenant from the Children of Israel and 
We appointed twelve leaders among them.» 


These twelve people were leaders who gave the pledge to 
Allah to listen and obey Allah, His Messenger and His Book on 
behalf of their tribes. Muhammad bin Ishaq and Ibn ‘Abbas 
said that this occurred when Musa went to fight the mighty 
enemy (in Palestine), and Allah commanded him to choose a 
leader from every tribe.") 


The Leaders of Ansar on the Night of ‘Aqabah 


Likewise, when the Messenger of Allah # took the pledge 
from the Ansar in the ‘Aqabah area, there were twelve leaders 
from the Ansar. There were three men from the tribe of Aws: 
Usayd bin Al-Hudayr, Sa‘d bin Khaythamah and Rifa‘ah bin 
‘Abdul-Mundhir, or Abu Al-Haytham bin At-Tayhan. There were 
nine people from the tribe of Khazraj: Abu Umamah As‘ad bin 
Zurarah, Sa‘d bin Ar-Rabi‘, ‘Abdullah bin Rawahah, Rafi‘ bin 
Malik bin Al-‘Ajlan, Al-Bara’ bin Ma‘rar, ‘Ubadah bin As-Samit, 
Sa‘d bin ‘Ubaddah, ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Haram and Al- 
Mundhir bin ‘Umar bin Khunays. Ka‘b bin Malik mentioned 
these men in his poem, as recorded by Ibn Ishaq.7! On that 
night, these men were the leaders or representatives of their 
tribes by the command of the Prophet #. They gave the pledge 
and promise of allegiance and obedience to the Prophet # on 
behalf of their people. Allah said, 


qa Jy Bf Hsp 
€And Allah said, “I am with you...) with My protection, 
support and aid, 


yh, Asthes BE phistey cat ET Sp 
¢if you perform the Salah and give the Zakah and believe in My 


OW at-Tabari 10:113. 
2] ton Hisham 2 :86-87. 
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Messengers ;> 
concerning what they bring you of the revelation, 
Chesed 
¢honor and assist them...» and support them on the truth, 


or Le Bk oeet, 


QS LG ail aah > 


qand lend to Allah a good loan...» by spending in His cause, 
seeking to please Him. 


4S Ke SEY) 
verily, I will remit your sinsp and errors, I will erase them, 
cover them, and will not punish you for them, 
CON GE o 6h gis. Highs> 
€and admit you to Gardens under which rivers flow (in 
Paradise) .> 


thus, protecting you from what you fear and granting you 
what you seek. 


Breaking the Covenant 
Allah said, 


Coil Sie Ji MS pene, Hs 5 Hee Sp 


<But if any of you after this, disbelieved, he has indeed gone 
astray from the straight way.> 


Therefore, those who break this covenant, even though they 
pledged and vowed to keep it, yet, they broke it and denied it 
ever existed, they have avoided the clear path and deviated 
from the path of guidance to the path of misguidance. Allah 
then mentioned the punishment that befell those who broke 
His covenant and the pledge they gave Him, 


€So because of their breach of their covenant, We cursed 
them...> 


Allah states, because of their breaking the promise that We 
took from them, We cursed them, deviated them away from 
the truth, and expelled them from guidance, 
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¢and made their hearts grow a ...y and they do not heed any 
word of advice that they hear, because of the hardness of their 
hearts. se ode 
deseo 6 SII S552> 
<They change the words from their (right) places...> 
Since their comprehension became corrupt, they behaved 
treacherously with Allah’s Aydt, altering His Book from its 
apparent meanings which He sent down, and distorting its 
indications. They attributed to Allah what He did not say, and 
we seek refuge with Allah from such behavior. 
ony (ESS hs US 1255p 
¢and have abandoned a good part of the Message that was sent 
to them .> 
by not implementing it and by ignoring it. Allah said next, 
405 ZA qe & & ab 3s i> 
¢And you will not cease to discover deceit in them,> 


such as their plots and treachery against you, O Muhammad, 
and your Companions. Mujahid said that this Ayah refers to 
their plot to kill the Tes of Allah 3.!1! 


But forgive them, and overlook (their misdeeds) .> 
This, indeed, is the ultimate victory and triumph. Some of 
the Salaf said, “You would never treat those who disobey Allah 
with you better than obeying Allah with them.” This way, their 
hearts will gather around the truth and Allah might lead them 
to the right guidance. This is why Allah said, 
din ll 2A al i> 

<Verily, Allah loves the doers of good .> 
Therefore, forgive those who err against you. Qatadah said 
that this Ayah was abrogated with Allah’s statement, 

455i th SL ORS Y Salt 15> 
( At-Tabari 10:131. 
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aFigte sagoinst those who believe not in Allah, nor in the Last 
Day»! 


The Christians Also Broke their Covenant with Allah 
and the Repercussion of this Behavior 


Allah said, 


And from those who call themselves Christians, We took their 
covenant,> 


Meaning: ‘From those who call themselves Christians and 
followers of ‘Isa, son of Maryam, while in fact they are not as 
they claim. We took from them the covenant and pledges that 
they would follow the Prophet #, aid him, honor him and 
follow his footsteps.’ And that they would believe in every 
Prophet whom Allah sends to the people of the earth. They 
imitated the Jews and broke the promises and the pledges. This 
is why Allah said, 


. Fer ae Sh Ho | pate EE aay oS es ube 1405> 


<but they have abandoned a good part of the Message that was 
sent to them. So We planted amongst them enmity and hatred 
till the Day of Resurrection ;> 


Meaning: ‘We planted enmity and hatred between them, and 
they will remain like this until the Day of Resurrection.’ 
Indeed, the numerous Christian sects have always been 
enemies and adversaries of each other, accusing each other of 
heresy and cursing each other. Each sect among them 
excommunicates the other sects and does not allow them 
entrance to their places of worship. The Monarchist sect 
accuses the Jacobite sect of heresy, and such is the case with 
the Nestorians and the Arians. Each sect among them will 
continue to accuse the other of disbelief and heresy in this life 
and on the Day when the Witnesses will come forth. Allah 
then said, 

Cafe USiee ty I Et 355 


1 At-Tabari 10:134. 
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dand Allah will inform them of what they used to do.> 


warning and threatening the Christians because of their lies 
against Allah and His Messenger and their false claims about 
Allah, hallowed be He above what they say about Him. The 
Christians attribute a companion and a son to Allah, while He 
is the One and Only, the All-Sufficient, Who neither begets nor 
was He begotten, and there is none like unto Him. 
ope bee i pee Si At Gyts ete 55 teal Jatep 
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415. O People of the Scripture! Now has come to you Our 
Messenger explaining to you much of that which you used to 


hide from the Scripture and passing over much. Indeed, there 
has come to you from Allah a light and a plain Book.> 


416. Wherewith Allah guides all those who seek His Pleasure to 
ways of peace, and He brings them out of darkness by His 
permission unto light and guides them to a straight path.> 


Explaining the Truth Through the Messenger and the 
Qur’an 
Allah states that He sent His Messenger Muhammad 3% with 
the guidance and the religion of truth to all the people of the 
earth, the Arabs and non-Arabs, lettered and unlettered. Allah 
also states that He sent Muhammad 3% with clear evidences 
and the distinction between truth and falsehood. Allah said, 
dpiS= 2 155 (eal & 
<€O People of the Scripture! Now has come to you Our 
Messenger explaining to you much of that which you used to 
hide from the Scripture and passing over much .> 


So the Prophet 3% explained where they altered, distorted, 
changed and lied about Allah. He also ignored much of what 
they changed, since it would not bring about any benefit if it 
was explained. In his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded that Ibn 
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they did not record it.” 


Allah next mentions the Glorious Qur’aén 


to His honorable Prophet #, 


et al 
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‘Abbads said, “He who 
disbelieves in stoning 
(the adulterer to 
death) will have 
inadvertently 
disbelieved in the 
Qur'an, for Allah said, 


Gg ‘ef ih 
- 
S32 ty ede 


ost ke tee 
6% 
<O People of _ the 


Scripture! Now has come 
to you Our Messenger 
explaining to you much 
of that which you used 
fo hide from the 
Scripture> 

and stoning was 
among the things that 
they used to hide.”?! 
Al-Hakim said, “Its 
chain is Sahih, and 


that He sent down 


ail yg Gag Sitat Chee) 5p sil Od pode > 


41a Le 152, 


<Indeed, there has come to you from Allah a light and a plain 
Book. Wherewith Allah guides all those who seek His pleasure 
to ways of peace.> 

saci Mia of safety and righteousness, 
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Il Al-Hakim 4 :359. 
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qand He brings them out of darkness by His permission unto 
light and guides them to a straight path.> 


He thus saves them from destruction and explains to them 
the best, most clear path. Therefore, He protects them from 
what they fear, and brings about the best of what they long 
for, all the while ridding them of misguidance and directing 
them to the best, most righteous state of being. 
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417. Surely, in disbelief are they who say that Allah is the 
Messiah, son of Maryam. Say: “Who then has the least power 
against Allah, if He were to destroy the Messiah, son of 
Maryam, his mother, and all those who are on the earth 
together?” And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens 
and the earth, and all that is between them. He creates what He 
wills. And Allah is able to do all things.> 


418. And the Jews and the Christians say: ‘We are the 
children of Allah and His loved ones.” Say: ‘Why then does 
He punish you for your sins?’’ Nay, you are but human beings 
of those He has created, He forgives whom He wills and He 
punishes whom He wills. And to Allah belongs the dominion of 
the heavens and the earth and all that is between them; and to 
Him is the return (of all) .> 


The Polytheism and Disbelief of the Christians 


Allah states that the Christians are disbelievers because of 
their claim that Is4, son of Maryam, one of Allah’s servants 
and creatures, is Allah. Allah is holier than what they 
attribute to Him. Allah then reminds them of His perfect 
ability over everything and that everything is under His 
complete control and power, 
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Say: “Who then has the least power against Allah, if He were 


to destroy the Messiah, son of Maryam, his mother, and all 
those who are on the earth together?"> 


Therefore, if Allah wills to do that, who would be able to stop 
Him or prevent Him from doing it? Allah then said, 
5 0 BE aS 05 BING eget i 5> 
€And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth, and all that is between them. He creates what He wills.> 


All things in existence are Allah’s property and creation and 
He is able to do everything. He is never asked about what He 
does with His power, domain, justice and greatness so this 
refutes the Christian creed, may Allah’s continued curses be 
upon them until the Day of Resurrection. 


Refuting the People of the Book’s Claim that they are 
Allah’s Children 


Allah then refutes the Christians’ and Jews’ false claims and 
lies, 
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€And the Jews and the Christians say, “We are the children of 
Allah and His loved ones ."> 


They claim: “We are the followers of Allah’s Prophets, who 
are His children, whom He takes care of. He also loves us.” 
The People of the Book claim in their Book that Allah said to 
His servant Isra’l, “You are my firstborn.” But they explained 
this statement in an improper manner and altered its 
meaning. Some of the People of the Book who later became 
Muslims refuted this false statement saying, “This statement 
only indicates honor and respect, as is common in their 
speech at that time.” The Christians claim that Is4 said to 
them, “I will go back to my father and your father,” meaning, 
my Lord and your Lord. It is a fact that the Christians did not 
claim that they too are Allah’s sons as they claimed about ‘sa. 
Rather this statement by ‘IsA only meant to indicate a 
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closeness with Allah. This is why when they said that they are 
Allah’s children and loved ones, Allah refuted their claim, 


(Kah RS 6 5 
<Say, ‘Why then does He punish you for your sins?"> 
meaning, if you were truly as you claim, Allah’s children and 
loved ones, then why did He prepare the Fire because of your 
disbelief, lies and false claims? 
CE BAD 
€Nay, you are but human beings, of those He has created ,> 
Allah states: you are just like the rest of the children of 
Adam, and Allah is the Lord of all His creation, 
¢He forgives whom He wills and punishes whom He wills .> 
Allah does what He wills, there is none who can escape His 
judgement, and He is swift in reckoning. 
CGS 05 NG ogee hE Asp 
€And to Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth and all that is between them ;> 
Therefore, everything is Allah’s property and under His power 
and control, 
dally 
and to Him is the return .> 


In the end, the return will be to Allah and He will judge 
between His servants as He will, and He is the Most Just Who 
is never wrong in His judgment. 

AS & CE CLS SO os Se Mie dts SHS SH Step 

Gt ra - es ve se Boe 2 Sew oft het ea 

C035 ct Fe Ob 255 A ME SS OS 

€19. O People of the Scripture! Now has come to you Our 

Messenger making (things) clear unto you, after a break in (the 

series of) Messengers, lest you say: ‘There came to us no 

bringer of glad tidings and no warner.” But now has come 

unto you a bringer of glad tidings and a warner. And Allah is 
able to do all things.> 
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Allah is addressing the People of the Book - the Jews and 
the Christians, saying that He has sent His Messenger 
Muhammad 3 to them, the Final Prophet, after whom there 
will be no Prophet or Messenger. Rather, He is the Final 
Messenger who came after a long time passed between him and 
‘Isa, son of Maryam peace be upon them. 


There is a difference of opinion about the length of time 
between ‘sé and Muhammad 3%. Abu ‘Uthman An-Nahdi and 
Qatadah were reported to have said that this period was six 
hundred years.'!! Al-Bukhari also recorded this opinion from 
Salman Al-Farisi.! Qatadah said that this period was five 
hundred and sixty years,'*! while Ma‘mar said that it is five 
hundred and forty years.! Some said that this period is six 
hundred and twenty years. There is no contradiction here if we 
consider the fact that those who said that this period was six 
hundred years were talking about solar years, while the second 
refers to lunar years, since there is a difference of about three 
years between every one hundred lunar and solar years. As in 
Allah’s statement, 


C505 WG ee BL Et tal 4 A> 
<And they stayed in their Cave three hundred years, adding nine.> 


meaning, nine more lunar years to substitute for the difference 
between lunar and solar years, thus agreeing with the three 
hundred years that the People of the Book knew about. We 
should assert again that the time period we mentioned here 
was between ‘Isa, the last Prophet to the Children of Israel, 
and Muhammad 3, the Last Prophet and Messenger among 
the children of Adam. In the Sahih collected by Al-Bukhari, Abu 
Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah 2% said, 


088 85 oT OY ae oy yh Sif bp 


«tf, among all people, have the most right to the son of 
Maryam, for there was no Prophet between Him and 1.s!5 


(1 Al-Baghawi 2:23. 

[2] Fath AlL-Bari 7 :324. 

IS! Al-Baghawi 2:23. 

41 ‘abdur-Razzaq 1:186. 
IS] Fath AL-Bari 6 :550. 
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This Hadith refutes the opinion of Al-Quda‘ and others, that 
there was a Prophet after Isa called Khalid bin Sinan. 

Allah sent Muhammad 3 after a period of time during which 
there was no Prophet, clear path, or unchanged religions. Idol 
worshipping, fire worshipping and cross worshipping flourished 
during this time. Therefore, the bounty of sending Muhammad 
# was the perfect bounty at a time when he was needed the 
most. Evil had filled the earth by then, and tyranny and 
ignorance had touched all the servants, except a few of those 
who remained loyal to the true teachings of previous Prophets, 
such as some Jewish rabbis, Christian priests and Sabian 
monks. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Tyad bin Himar Al-Mujashi said 
that the Prophet #% gave a speech one day and said, 


Wei Ju} is ot G gd 2 lye vu Saal ON goal 5 5g? 
op plat al Seb Sty pHs ste soe CHE hy IE ote 
AA SLA RE ceria 

ce aero ain a pi ee 
tes duis af; wd le Gay eS Uy OU, Jatt oo be be 


pea are vl As al eae ame at 3 wad Ls 


4 
*o ede fH, 


ie tse 255 Us ear) wie GH «giz ath Lag wih 
3 Lit gublt 53 st Zah Juf, tuae te Gebt 32, Jus 
a 5B Cage Jb55 thos we 3 JS teh 355 fed J09 Ghat 
Sa oS cpally (3 tua V gal ann is ot Bh; Abia] Ste 
4 Ads V sah gh vu ¥5 iho ks ¥ - ny ib - os hs 
ual 52 ete 385 Wy goth NG aed ¥ Joos GE Vy G3 55 eb 

cee tt shits - 1s gh jth 3555 - Suu; 


tMy Lord has commanded me to teach you what you have no 
knowledge of and of which He taught me this day, ‘All the 
wealth that I gave to My servants is permissible. I created all 
My servants Hunafa (monotheists). But, the devils came to 
them and deviated them from their religion, prohibited for them 


138 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


what I allowed and commanded them to associate others with 
Me [in worship], which I gave no permission for.’ Then Allah 
looked at the people of the earth and disliked them all, the Arabs 
and non-Arabs among them, except a few from among the 
Children of Israel. Allah said (to me), ‘I only sent you to test 
you and to test with you. I sent to you a Book that cannot be 
washed by water (it is eternal), and you will read it while 
asleep and while awake.’ Allah has also Commanded me to burn 
(destroy) Quraysh. So I said, ‘O Lord! They will smash my 
head and leave it like a piece of bread.’ He said, ‘I will drive 
them out as they drove you out, and when you invade them We 
will help you. Spend on them (your companions) and We will 
spend on you, send an army and We will send five armies like 
it (in its support). Fight with those who obey you, against those 
who disobey you. And the inhabitants of Paradise are three: a 
just, prosperous, and charitable ruler; A merciful man who has 
a kind heart toward every relative and every Muslim; a 
forgiving, poor man with dependants [who is charitable]. And 
the inhabitants of the Fire are five: the weak one with no 
religion ; those who follow after you not for family reasons nor 
wealth; and the treacherous who does not hide his treachery, 
acting treacherous in even the most insignificant matters; and a 
person who comes every morning and every evening, is 
cheating your family or your wealth.’) And he mentioned the 
stingy, or the liar, and the foulmouthed person.”!!1 


Therefore, the Hadith states that Allah looked at the people 
of the earth and disliked them all, both the Arabs and non- 
Arabs among them, except a few among the Children of Israel, 
or a few among the People of the Book as Muslim recorded.!?! 
The religion was distorted and changed for the people of the 
earth until Allah sent Muhammad %, and Allah, thus, guided 
the creatures and took them away from the darkness to the 
light and placed them on a clear path and a glorious Law. Allah 
said, 


c, 


458 V5 nth & GH GAL lp 
lest you say, ‘There came unto us no bringer of glad tidings 


1 Ahmad 4:162, and Muslim, as noted below. 
[2] Muslim 4:2197. 
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sae Vy ree and no warner." > 
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{@ Muhammad 2%. 
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¢And Allah is able to do 
: all things.> 
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(Ql at-Tabari 10:158. 
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420. And (remember) when Musa said to his people: ““O my 
people! Remember the favor of Allah to you: when He made 
Prophets among you, made you kings and gave you what He 
had not given to any other among the nations (Al-‘Alamin) ."’> 


€21. “O my people! Enter the Holy Land which Allah has 
assigned to you and turn not back; for then you will be 
returned as losers.”’> 


422. They said: ‘O Musa! In it are a people of great strength, 
and we shall never enter it, till they leave it; when they leave, 
then we will enter .’’> 


423. Two men of those who feared (Allah and) on whom Allah 
had bestowed His grace said: “Assault them through the gate; 
for when you are in, victory will be yours. And put your trust 
in Allah if you are believers indeed ."’> 


424. They said: ‘‘O Misa! We shall never enter it as long as 
they are there. So go, you and your Lord, and fight you two, 
we are sitting right here.”’> 

425. He [Musa] said: ‘‘O my Lord! I have power only over 
myself and my brother, so Ifruq us from the rebellious people!”’> 
426. (Allah) said: “Therefore it is forbidden to them for forty 
years; in distraction they will wander through the land. So do 
not greive for the rebellious people ."> 


Misa Reminds His People of Allah’s Favors on Them; 
The Jews Refuse to Enter the Holy Land 


Allah states that His servant, Messenger, to whom He spoke 
directly, Musa, the son of Imran, reminded his people that 
among the favors Allah granted them, is that He will give them 
all of the good of this life and the Hereafter, if they remain on 
the righteous and straight path. Allah said, 


45 AS Kee 3 ale i is er 5 Si ays saad ny 56 BES 2 


<And (remember) when Musa said to his people: “O my 
people! Remember the favor of Allah to you, when He made 
Prophets among you ,> 
for whenever a Prophet died, another rose among them, from 
the time of their father Ibrahim and thereafter. 
There were many Prophets among the Children of Israel 
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calling to Allah and warning against His torment, until ‘Isa 
was sent as the final Prophet from the Children of Israel. Allah 
then sent down the revelation to the Final Prophet and 
Messenger, Muhammad, the son of ‘Abdullah, from the 
offspring of Ismail, the son of Ibrahim, peace be upon them. 
Muhammad 3% is the most honorable Prophet of all times. 
Allah said next, 
4615 Kies > 

4made you kings» ‘Abdur-Razziéq recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas 
commented: 

“Having a servant, a wife and a house.” In his Mustadrak, 
Al-Hakim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “A wife and a servant, 
and, 

Cobol 35 OT Sg JE Sn; 
€and gave you what He had not given to any other among the 
nations (‘Alamin).> 
means, during their time.”7! Al-Hakim said, “Sahih according 
to the criteria of the Two Sahihs, but they did not collect it.” 


Qatadah said, “They were the first people to take servants.”!*! 
A Hadith states, 


Kh ali, Ga 5 Si 
(He among you who wakes up while healthy in body, safe in 
his family and having the provision for that very day, is as if 
the world and all that was in it were collected for him.»'* 
Allah’s statement, 
€5ai 55 OT oe JE Kasic5> 
¢and gave you what He had not given to any other among the 
nations (Al-‘Alamin) .> 
means, during your time, as we stated. The Children of Israel 
(1 abdur-Razzaq 1:187. 
7 Al-Hakim 2:312. 


IS] At-Tabari 10:163. 
[4] Tyhfat ALAhwadhi 7:11. 
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were the most honorable among the people of their time, 
compared to the Greek, Copts and the rest of mankind. Allah 
said in another Ayah, 
jekilt Je als 5 Bi “ peas gat, SG cast il ae GEC a> 
ty 
¢And indeed We gave the Children of Israel the Scripture, and 
the understanding of the Scripture and its laws, and the 


Prophethood; and provided them with good things, and 
preferred them above the nations (Al-‘Alamin) .> 


Allah said, 
Spe & Ry Ves tS oil § 2 or AS yh U yas wits IG 4i> 
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<They said: “O Musa! Make for us a god as they have gods.” 

He said: “Verily, you are an ignorant people.” [Misa added :] 

“Verily, these people will be destroyed for that which they are 

engaged in (idol worship).’’ And all that they are doing is in 

vain. He said: ‘Shall I seek for you a god other than Allah, 

while He has given you superiority over the nations."> 

Therefore, they were the best among the people of their time. 

The Muslim Ummah is more respected and honored before 
Allah, and has a more perfect legislative code and system of 
life, it has the most honorable Prophet, the larger kingdom, 
more provisions, wealth and children, a larger domain and 
more lasting glory than the Children of Israel. Allah said, 


KoA 6 AGE esd ues TN Kiss. assy 
<Thus We have made you, a just (the best) nation, that you be 
witnesses over mankind .> 


We mentioned the Mutawatir Hadiths about the honor of this 
Ummah and its status and honor with Allah, when we 
explained Allah’s statement in Surah Al-‘Imrdn (3), 


dot esl dE kD 


€You are the best of peoples ever raised up for mankind...> 
Allah states next that Musa encouraged the Children of 
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Israel to perform Jihad and enter Jerusalem, which was under 
their control during the time of their father Ya‘qub. Ya‘qub 
and his children later moved with his children and household 
to Egypt during the time of Prophet Yusuf. His offspring 
remained in Egypt until their exodus with Musa. They found a 
mighty, strong people in Jerusalem who had previously taken 
it over. Musa, Allah’s Messenger, ordered the Children of Israel 
to enter Jerusalem and fight their enemy, and he promised 
them victory and triumph over the mighty people if they did 
so. They declined, rebelled and defied his order and were 
punished for forty years by being lost, wandering in the land 
uncertain of where they should go. This was their punishment 
for defying Allah’s command. 


Allah said that Musa ordered them to enter the Holy Land, 
tS tS SD 
<which Allah has assigned to you> 


meaning, which Allah has promised to you by the words of 
your father Isra7l, that it is the inheritance of those among 
you who believe. 


45ST 1G > 
¢and turn not back} in flight from Jihad. 
{2° Se ret of Vac ft te Soo ye, zy ARAL 3G Re {2 53> 
re Ge ot Uy ont bs be ol Sed WG OG Apis 
Cbs US Gh 15! of GE 
<"..for then you will be returned as losers.” They said, “O 
Musa! In it are a people of great strength, and we shall never 


enter it, till they leave it; when they leave, then we will 
enter ."> 


Their excuse was this, in this very town you commanded us 
to enter and fight its people, there is a mighty, strong, vicious 
people who have tremendous physique and physical ability. We 
are unable to stand against these people or fight them. 
Therefore, they said, we are incapable of entering this city as 
long as they are still in it, but if they leave it, we will enter it. 
Otherwise, we cannot stand against them. 
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The Speeches of Yuwsha‘ (Joshua) and Kalib (Caleb) 
Allah said, 
ke HS OBE BS & oSts 569 
<Two men of those who ee (Allah and) on whom Allah had 
bestowed His grace said...> 


When the Children of Israel declined to obey Allah and follow 
His Messenger Musa, two righteous men among them, on 
whom Allah had bestowed a great bounty and who were afraid 
of Allah and His punishment, encouraged them to go forward. 
It was also said that the Ayah reads in a way that means that 
these men were respected and honored by their people. These 
two men were Yuwsha‘, the son of Nan, and Kalib, the son of 
Yafna, as Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Tkrimah, ‘Atiyyah, As-Suddi, 
Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas and several other Salaf and latter scholars 
stated.!"] These two men said to their people, 


2S WES AM OG Gs Kip tytics Gp ol Bae tap 
<“Assault them through the gate, for when you are in, victory 


will be yours. And put your trust in Allah if you are believers 
indeed ."> 


Therefore, they said, if you rely on and trust in Allah, follow 
His command and obey His Messenger, then Allah will give 
you victory over your enemies and will give you triumph and 
dominance over them. Thus, you will conquer the city that 
Allah has promised you. This advice did not benefit them in 
the least, 


4 aad 
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<They said, “‘O Musa! We shall never enter it as long as they 
are there. So go, you and your Lord, and fight you two, we are 
sitting right here." > 
This is how they declined to join Jihdd, defied their 
Messenger, and refused to fight their enemy. 


(1) At-Tabari 10:176-178. 
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The Righteous Response of the Companions During the 
Battle of Badr 


Compare this to the better response the Companions gave to 
the Messenger of Allah #% during the battle of Badr, when he 
asked for their advice about fighting the Quraysh army that 
came to protect the caravan led by Abu Sufyan. When the 
Muslim army missed the caravan and the Quraysh army, 
between nine hundred and one thousand strong, helmeted and 
drawing closer, Abu Bakr stood up and said something good. 
Several more MuhAjirin also spoke, all the while the Messenger 
of Allah #% saying, 


Ue poheadt Usd gle Vy jth 


tAdvise me, O Muslims!» inquiring of what the Ansgar, the 
majority then, had to say. Sa‘d bin Mu‘adh said, “It looks like 
you mean us, O Messenger of Allah! By He Who has sent you 
with the Truth! If you seek to cross this sea and went in it, we 
will follow you and none among us will remain behind. We 
would not hate for you to lead us to meet our enemy 
tomorrow. We are patient in war, vicious in battle. May Allah 
allow you to witness from our efforts what comforts your eyes. 
Therefore, march forward with the blessing of Allah.” The 
Messenger of Allah (%%) was pleased with the words of Sa‘d and 
was encouraged to march on,!! 

Abu Bakr bin Marduwyah recorded that Anas said that 
when the Messenger of Allah # went to Badr, he asked the 
Muslims for their opinion, and Umar gave his. The Prophet 
#% again asked the Muslims for their opinion and the Ansar 
said, “O Ansar! It is you whom the Prophet wants to hear.” 


They said, “We will never say as the Children of Israel said to 
Musa, 


koh GS Gy GS LEG SA Caiby 


450 go, you and your Lord, and fight you two, we are sitting 
right here.> 


By He Who has sent you with the Truth! If you took the 
camels to Bark Al-Ghimad (near Makkah) we shall follow you.” 


(1) At-Tabari 13 :399. 
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Imam Ahmad, An-Nasai and Ibn Hibban!) also recorded this 
Hadith. 


In the Book of Al-Maghdzi and At-Tafsir, Al-Bukhari recorded 
that ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘td said, “On the day of Badr, Al- 
Miqdad said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! We will never say to you 
what the Children of Israel said to Musa, 

qohS hs Gy ESS G5 EN catty 
€So go, you and your Lord, and fight you two, we are sitting 
right here.> 


Rather, march on and we will be with you.’ The Messenger of 
Allah # was satisfied after hearing this statement.”?! 


Musa Supplicates to Allah Against the Jews 
Musa said, 
Coat ot 5 Cy SSE ETS Co Hy Sal Voy oy Sep 
€°O my Lord! I have power only over myself and my brother, 
So separate us from the rebellious people!"> 
When the Children of Israel refused to fight, Masa became 
very angry with them and supplicated to Allah against them, 
C25 ol Yul ¥ Gy od 
€O my Lord! I have power only over myself and my brother’ 
meaning, only I and my brother Haran among them will obey, 
implement Allah’s command and accept the call, 
dis ndll o cis CS sity 
So Ifruq us from the rebellious people!> 


Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Meaning, judge 
between us and them.”5! ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported similarly 
from him.'4! Ad-Dahhak said that the Ayah means, “Judge 


ny Ahmad 3:105, An-Nasai in Al-Kubré 6:334 and Ibn Hibban 7:109. 
The chain for this narration is not authentic, but some of the story 
is supported by the narration that follows as well as the one before 
it. 

7] Al-Bukhari no. 4609. 

3} At-Tabari 10:188. 

(41 At-Tabari 10:189. 
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and decide between us and them.”!! Other scholars said that 
the Ayah means, “Separate between us and them.” 


Forbidding the Jews from Entering the Holy Land for 
Forty Years 


Allah said, 

Col g Gul He Gh aoe 2 OD 
Therefore it is forbidden to them for forty years; in distraction 
they will wander through the land.» 


When Musa supplicated against the Jews for refusing to 
fight in Jihad, Allah forbade them from entering the land for 
forty years. They wandered about lost in the land of At-Tih, 
unable to find their way out. During this time, tremendous 
miracles occurred, such as the clouds that shaded them and 
the manna-and quails Allah sent down for them. Allah 
brought forth water springs from solid rock, and the other 
miracles that He aided Musa bin ‘Imran with. During this 
time, the Tawrah was revealed and the Law was established 
for the Children of Israel and the Tabernacle of the Covenant 
was erected. 


Conquering Jerusalem 
Allah’s statement, 


CE SSS 
for forty years ;> defines, 
CONT g ett > 
éin distraction they will wander through the land.> , 


When these years ended, Yuwsha‘ bin Nun led those who 
remained among them and the second generation, and laid 
siege to Jerusalem, conquering it on a Friday afternoon. When 
the sun was about to set and Yuwsha‘ feared that the Sabbath 
would begin, he said (to the sun), “You are commanded and I 
am commanded, as well. O Allah! Make it stop setting for me.” 
Allah made the sun stop setting until Yuwsha‘ bin Nun 


(1) At-Tabari 10:189. 
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conquered Jerusalem. Next, Allah commanded Yuwsha‘ to 
order the Children of Israel to enter Jerusalem from its gate 
while bowing and saying Hittah, meaning, ‘remove our sins.’ 
Yet, they changed what they were commanded and entered it 
while dragging themselves on their behinds and saying, 
‘Habbah (a seed) in Sha‘rah (a hair).” We mentioned all of this 
in the Tafsir of Strat Al-Baqarah. 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas commented, 


See .7 rere $e-ge3 a tr4 
r 


CNT § Sk Ee GT pil B52 p> 
Therefore it is forbidden to them for forty years; in distraction 
they will wander through the land.> 


“They wandered in the land for forty years, during which Musa 
and Hartn died, as well as everyone above forty years of age. 
When the forty years ended, Yuwsha‘ son of Nan assumed their 
leadership and later conquered Jerusalem.!'! When Yuwsha‘ 
was reminded that the day was Friday and the sun was about to 
set, while they were still attacking Jerusalem, he feared that the 
Sabbath might begin. Therefore, he said to the sun, 1 am 
commanded and you are commanded.’ Allah made the sun stop 
setting and the Jews conquered Jerusalem and found wealth 
unseen before. They wanted to let the fire consume the booty, 
but the fire would not do that. Yuwsha‘ said, ‘Some of you have 
committed theft from the booty.’ So he summoned the twelve 
leaders of the twelve tribes and took the pledge from them. Then, 
the hand of one of them became stuck to the hand of Yuwsha‘ 
and Yuwsha‘ said, ‘You committed the theft, so bring it forth.’ 
So, that man brought a cow’s head made of gold with two eyes 
made of precious stones and a set of teeth made of pearls. When 
Yuwsha‘ added it to the booty, the fire consumed it, as they were 
prohibited to keep the booty.” There is evidence supporting all of 
this in the Sahih. 


Allah Comforts Misa 
Conforting Musa, Allah said 
tant 25 As 
¢So do not greive for the rebellious people .> 


[1 4 Similar version was recorded by At-Tabari 10:193. 
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Allah said: Do not feel sorrow or sadness over My judgment 
against them, for they deserve such judgment. 


This story chastises the Jews, exposes their defiance of Allah 
and His Messenger, and their refusal to obey the order for 
Jihad. They were weak and could not bear the thought of 
fighting their enemy, being patient, and enduring this way. 
This occurred although they had the Messenger of Allah and 
the one whom He spoke to among them, the best of Allah’s 
creation that time. Their Prophet promised them triumph and 
victory against their enemies. They also witnessed the torment 
and punishment of drowning with which Allah punished their 
enemy Fir'awn and his soldiers, so that their eyes were 
pleased and comforted. All this did not happen too long ago, 
yet they refused to perform Jihdd against people who had less 
than a tenth of the power and strength than the people of 
Egypt had. Therefore, the evil works of the Jews were exposed 
to everyone, and the exposure was such an enormous one that 
the night, or the tail, can never cover its tracks. They were 
also blinded by their ignorance and transgression. Thus, they 
became hated by Allah, and they became His enemies. Yet, 
they claim that they are Allah’s children and His loved ones! 
May Allah curse their faces that were transformed to the 
shape of swine and apes, and may Allah’s curse accompany 
them to the raging Fire. May Allah make them abide in the 
Fire for eternity, and He did; all thanks are due to Him. 
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427. And recite to them the story of the two sons of Adam in 
truth; when each offered a sacrifice, it was accepted from the 
one but not from the other. The latter said to the former: “I 
will surely, kill you.” The former said: ‘‘Verily, Allah accepts 
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only from those who have Taqwa.> 


€28. “If you do stretch your hand against me to kill me, I shall 
never stretch my hand against you to kill you, for I fear Allah; 
the Lord of all that exists.’’> 


€29. “Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as 
well as yours, then you will be one of the dwellers of the Fire, 
and that is the recompense of the wrongdoers.”’> 


€30. So the soul of the other encouraged him and made fair- 
seeming to him the murder of his brother; he murdered him and 
became one of the losers .> 


431. Then Allah sent a crow who scratched the ground to show 
him how to hide the dead body of his brother. He said: “Woe to 
me! Am I not even able to be as this crow and to hide the dead 
body of my brother?” Then he became one of those who 
regretted .> 


The Story of Habil (Abel) and Qabil (Cain) 


Allah describes the evil end and consequence of 
transgression, envy and injustice in the story of the two sons 
of Adam, Habil and Qabil. One of them fought against the 
other and killed him out of envy and transgression, because of 
the bounty that Allah gave his brother and because the 
sacrifice that he sincerely offered to Allah was accepted. The 
murdered brother earned forgiveness for his sins and was 
admitted into Paradise, while the murderer failed and earned a 
losing deal in both the lives. Allah said, 


il fH 1 ple BD 
€And recite to them the story of the two sons of Adam in 
truth ;> 


meaning, tell these envious, unjust people, the brothers of 
swine and apes from the Jews and their likes among mankind, 
the story of the two sons of Adam, Habil and Qabil, as many 
scholars among the Salaf and later generations said. 

Allah’s statement, 


€55i> 


<in truth;> means, clearly and without ambiguity, alteration, 
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confusion, change, addition or deletion. Allah said in other 
Aydt, 


CS Jacl 3) 08 > 
Verily, this is the true narrative [about the story of ‘Isa],> 
pit OU ae FE 22> 
<We narrate unto you their story with truth,> and, 
CI 5 GE sae a> 
<Such is ‘Isa, son of Maryam. (It is) a statement of truth.> 


Several scholars among the Salaf and the later generations 
said that Allah allowed Adam to marry his daughters to his 
sons because of the necessity of such action. They also said 
that in every pregnancy, Adam was given a twin, a male and a 
female, and he used to give the female of one twin, to the male 
of the other twin, in marriage. Habil’s sister was not beautiful 
while Qabil’s sister was beautiful, resulting in Qabil wanting 
her for himself, instead of his brother. Adam refused unless 
they both offer a sacrifice, and he whose sacrifice was 
accepted, would marry Qabil’s sister. Habil’s sacrifice was 
accepted, while Qabil’s sacrifice was rejected, and thus what 
Allah told us about them occurred. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said - that during 
the time of Adam - “The woman was not allowed in marriage 
for her male twin, but Adam was commanded to marry her to 
any of her other brothers. In each pregnancy, Adam was given 
a twin, a male and a female. A beautiful daughter was once 
born for Adam and another one that was not beautiful. So the 
twin brother of the ugly daughter said, ‘Marry your sister to 
me and I will marry my sister to you.’ He said, ‘No, for I have 
more right to my sister.’ So they both offered a sacrifice. The 
sacrifice of the one who offered the sheep was accepted while 
the sacrifice of the other [the twin brother of the beautiful 
daughter], which consisted of some produce, was not accepted. 
So the latter killed his brother.” This story has a better than 
good chain of narration,!! 


(1) At-Tabari 10:223. 
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The statement, 


CG bp ih SE yp 
<“Verily, Allah accepts only from those who have Taqwa .> 
who fear Allah in their actions. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 
Abu Ad-Darda’ said, “If I become certain that Allah has 
accepted even one prayer from me, it will be better for me 
than this life and all that in it. This is because Allah says, 


Ze Atger eg 


Cail & ail SE yy 
¢Verily, Allah accepts only from the those who have Taqwa .> 
The statement, 


5 St SE Gy BY By ox bo WG Es a ts Sp 
€wWatdi 
€If you do stretch your hand against me to kill me, I shall 


never stretch my hand against you to kill you, for I fear Allah; 
the Lord of all that exists."> ; 


Qabil’s brother, the pious man whose sacrifice was accepted 
because of his piety, said to his brother, who threatened to kill 
him without justification, 

€If you do stretch your hand against me to kill me, I shall 
never stretch my hand against you to kill you,> 


I will not commit the same evil act that you threaten to 
commit, so that I will not earn the same sin as you, 


dines 35 of 56 yp 


for I fear Allah ; the Lord of the all that exists.> 
and, as a result, I will not commit the error that you threaten 
to commit. Rather, I will observe patience and endurance. 
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said, “By Allah! Habil was the stronger of 


the two men. But, fear of Allah restricted his hand.” The 
Prophet 3% said in a Hadith recorded in the Two Sahihs, 


OO 8 d gids pale ute, uit er tip 
‘When two Muslims fight (meet) each other with their swords, 
both the murderer as well as the murdered will go to the 
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Hellfire.» 


They said, “O Allah’s Messenger! It is all right for the 
murderer, but what about the victim?” Allah’s Messenger 3% 
replied, 


terle JB Ye La, 5 Ol op 
«He surely had the intention to kill his comrades!" 


Imam Ahmad recorded that, at the beginning of the 
calamity that Uthman suffered from, Sa‘d bin Abi Waqqas 
said, “I bear witness that the Messenger of Allah #2 said, 


NG sth 5 Se Uy th be Ss Se BK. Bp 

tel Sn 
‘There will be a Fitnah, and he who sits idle during it is better 
than he who stands up, and he who stands up in it is better 


than he who walks, and he who walks is better than he who is 
walking at a fast pace.» 


When he was asked, ‘What if someone enters my home and 
stretched his hand to kill me?’ He said, 


ESI ofS 350 
«Be just like (the pious) son of Adam 1°"? 

At-Tirmidhi also recorded it this way, and said, “This Hadith 
is Hasan, and similar is reported on this subject from Abu 
Hurayrah, Khabbab bin Al-Aratt, Abu Bakr, Ibn Mas‘dd, Abu 
Waqid and Abu Masa.) 

The Qur’an continues, 


CRAB BSS SS ON SN be KG BS oy I A AN 
<“Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as well 
as yours, then you will be one of the dwellers of the Fire, and 
that is the recompense of the wrongdoers."> 

Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi and Qatadah 
said that, 


"1 Fath Al-Bari 13:35, Muslim 4:2214. 
[2] Ahmad 1:185. 
(3) Tunfat AlLAhwadhi 6 :436. 
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<"Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as well 
as yours..."> 


means, the sin of murdering me, in addition to your previous 
sins. Ibn Jarir recorded this.''! Allah’s statement, 


CBG & ob KG ol B RE Bes) 
<So the soul of the other encouraged him and made fair-seeming 


to him the murder of his brother; he murdered him and became 
one of the losers.> 


means, his conscience encouraged him to kill his brother by 
making it seem like a sensible thing to do, so he killed him, 
even after his brother admonished him. Ibn Jarir said, “When 
he wanted to kill his brother, he started to twist his neck. So 
Shaytaén took an animal and placed its head on a rock, then 
he took another rock, and smashed its head with it until he 
killed it while the son of Adam was looking. So he did the 
same thing to his brother.”?! Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded 
this. ‘Abdullah bin Wahb said that ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd 
bin Aslam said that his father said, “Qabil held Habil by the 
head to kill him, so Habil laid down for him and Qabil started 
twisting Habil’s head, not knowing how to kill him. Shaytan 
came to Qabil and said, ‘Do you want to kill him?’ He said, 
‘Yes.’ Shaytan said, Take that stone and throw it on his head.’ 
So Qabil took the stone and threw it at his brother’s head and 
smashed his head. Shaytaén then went to Hawwa’ in a hurry 
and said to her, ‘O Hawwa’! Qabil killed Habil.’ She asked him, 
‘Woe to you! What does ‘kill’ mean?’ He said, ‘He will no longer 
eat, drink or move.’ She said, ‘And that is death?’ He said, 
Yes it is.’ So she started to weep until Adam came to her 
while she was weeping and said, ‘What is the matter with 
you?’ She did not answer him. He asked her two more times, 
but she did not answer him. So he said, You and your 
daughters will inherit the practice of weeping, while I and my 
sons are free of it.’” Ibn Abi Hatim recorded it. 
Allah’s statement, 


0) At-Tabari 10:215-216. 
[2] At-Tabari 4:536. 
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tpl Se abd 


<And became one of the losers.> in this life and the Hereafter, 
and which loss is worse than this? Imam Ahmad recorded that 
‘Abdullah bin Mas‘td said that the Messenger of Allah x said, 


5 OSE Ss BY tess be is OSS ast oat fe Sw Vy lb 58 Jat 
aE 22 


tAny soul that is unjustly killed, then the first son of Adam 
will carry a burden of its shedding, for he was the first to 
practice the crime of murder.»!"! 


The Group, with the exception of Abu Dawud, also recorded 
this Hadith.!2! Ibn Jarir recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr used 
to say, “The son of Adam, who killed his brother, will be the 
most miserable among men. There is no blood shed on earth 
since he killed his brother, until the Day of Resurrection, but 
he will carry a burden from it, for he was the first person to 
establish murder.” 


Allah said, 
Smal Gis Je ssl te 8 GS Ka oN 4 ton Ue at Sap 
He Bee ow ete ME eee 2 Ae ee co ob, 
€2 Gyo ot eel aii Sih viii ae Jb Sst of 


<Then Allah sent a crow who scratched the ground to show him 
how to hide the dead body of his brother. He (the murderer) 
said, ‘Woe to me! Am I not even able to be as this crow and to 
hide the dead body of my brother?” Then he became one of those 
who regretted .> 


As-Suddi said that the Companions said, “When his brother 
died, Qabil left him on the bare ground and did not know how 
to bury him. Allah sent two crows, which fought with each 
other until one of them killed the other. So it dug a hole and 
threw sand over the dead corpse (which it placed in the hole). 
When Qabil saw that, he said, 


1 Ahmad 1:383. 

2] Fath Al-Ba@ri 12:198, Muslim 3:1303, Tuhfat AlAhwadhi 7 :436, 
An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubrdé 6 :334, Ibn Majah 2 :873. 

(3) At-Tabari 10:219. 
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ee suv AY Ppaeee-y ji , i Peay 
ery Fa ae Peake jes isi Ame V gis 
eee elpdelbree ee ot | <hh gcse oa eer 
ae Sa CT AS 4‘Woe to me! Am I not 


Leper es aaa even able to be as this 

oth hoe Are ore crow sie to hide the 

aed Castes |e. oly of my 
we 3 y8 3534 brother?'yil 

ee givers Sather - ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah 

Nasi dl pola Ros 55> lreported that Ibn 

aK ba cr Hi lpaeee Sse ie FONISLZS (5123 ||‘Abbas said, “A crow 

PA sty¢. [Came to the dead 

BB bith aS ci eh corpse of another 


B47, Hh ares. crow and threw sand 
be SI3 1.324) (atch 24) eS ee 

Per aT gegloted ae over it, until it hid it 
el A “er 


Es eR CING in the ground. He 
ror Se re EAs 56 who killed his brother 
FA a (WAC _ cme said, 

Aandi grote 

Ala 4535 $550 ake viii a 
Sealy AS, ee gee M6 <Woe to me! Am I not 


Orso 155°A5 ae nee Sees Sale even able to be as this 
crow and to hide the 


dead body of my 


Si, AST I Sal Gies> 


brother?>™2! 
Al-Hasan Al-Basri commented on the statement, 
<Then he became one of those who regretted .> 
“Allah made him feel sorrow after the loss that he earned.” 
The Swift Punishment for Transgression and Cutting 
the Relations of the Womb 
A Hadith states that the Prophet #% said, 


(1) At-Tabari 10:225. 
[2] At-Tabari 10:226. 
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erence Ue Gang de an Je Of jae OS 

tool this AI 5 
«There is no sin that is more worthy of Allah hastening its 
punishinent in this life, in addition to what He has in store for 


its offender in the Hereafter, more than transgression and 
cutting the relations of the womb.0!"! 


The act of Qabil included both of these. We are Allah’s and to 

Him is our return. 

535 He Fol Gi lees ces 35 as oti 1S Gles 

Sy ined GAT 6 tis 2 A A Be cs 

FGFs AGEL As aM 3 Shas Atos if Sst Slt Bes 
“gee 


* ae 044 z ©, hye ~% Tq of. se %- e « 7 <e 
3 S55 248 is GNI =m, et Tak & Abt pal 2S 


ey, os 4% ee , Re Pex - oes: are oa ede 
So Wo AS oe YE ol Vy Abe Se eT 3 24) Gal 
wad 


C205 SRE it ol Le 


432. Because of that, We ordained for the Children of Israel 
that if anyone killed a person not in retaliation of murder, or 
(and) to spread mischief in the land - it would be as if he killed 
all mankind, and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he 
saved the life of all mankind. And indeed, there came to them 
Our Messengers with Al-Bayyinat, even then after that many of 
them continued to exceed the limits in the land!> 


433. The recompense of those who wage war against Allah and 
His Messenger ard do mischief in the land is only that they 
shall be killed or crucified, or their hands and their feet be cut 
off on opposite sides, or be exiled from the land. That is their 
disgrace in this world, and a great torment is theirs in the 
Hereafter .> 


€34. Except for those who (having fled away and then) came back 
(as Muslims) with repentance before they fall into your power; in 
that case, know that Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.> 


“ 


(1) Abu Dawud 5 :208. 
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Human Beings Should Respect the Sanctity of Other 
Human Beings 


Allah says, because the son of Adam killed his brother in 
transgression and aggression, 
tig, of EGS 
We ordained for the Children of Israel...» meaning, We 
legislated for them and informed them, 


Fe OO JS ES Ni g tk IE EE ES AD 

th Sal gi Tes ws 
that if anyone killed a person not in retaliation of murder, or 
(and) to spread mischief in the land - it would be as if he killed 


all mankind, and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he 
saved the life of all mankind .> 


The Ayah states, whoever kills a soul without justification - 
such as in retaliation for murder or for causing mischief on 
earth — will be as if he has killed all mankind, because there is 
no difference between one life and another. 


dare %5 


dand if anyone saved a life...» by preventing its blood from 
being shed and believing in its sanctity, then all people will 
have been saved from him, so, 


dh Fai Gi Tlesp> 
<it would be as if he saved the life of all mankind .> 


Al-A‘mash and others said that Abu Salih said that Abu 
Hurayrah said, “I entered on Uthman when he was under 
siege in his house and said, ‘1 came to give you my support. 
Now, it is good to fight (defending you) O Leader of the 
Faithfull’ He said, ‘O Abu Hurayrah! Does it please you that 
you kill all people, including me?’ I said, ‘No.’ He said, ‘If you 
kill one man, it is as if you killed all people. Therefore, go back 
with my permission for you to leave. May you receive your 
reward and be saved from burden.’ So I went back and did not 
fight.” ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “It is 
as Allah has stated, 


4 OF Gi 1S OES SN g wo TL A CS KS > 


> 
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€if anyone killed a person not in retaliation of murder, or (and) 
to spread mischief in the land - it would be as if he killed all 
mankind, and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved 
the life of all mankind .> 


Saving life in this case occurs by not killing a soul that Allah 
has forbidden. So this is the meaning of saving the life of all 
mankind, for whoever forbids killing a soul without 
justification, the lives of all people will be saved from him.”)! 
Similar was said by Mujahid; 

qa 5 


¢And if anyone saved a life...» means, he refrains from killing a 
soul. |? 

Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that Allah’s 
statement, 


dint Si SG Cleesy 


¢it would be as if he killed all mankind..» means, “Whoever kills 
one soul that Allah has forbidden killing, is just like he who 
kills all mankind.”’! Sa‘d bin Jubayr said, “He who allows 
himself to shed the blood of a Muslim, is like he who allows 
shedding the blood of all people. He who forbids shedding the 
blood of one Muslim, is like he who forbids shedding the blood 
of all people.” In addition, Ibn Jurayj said that Al-A‘raj said that 
Mujahid commented on the Ayah, 


40% wil JS Ces 


<it would be as if he killed all mankind,» “He who kills a 
believing soul intentionally, Allah makes the Fire of Hell his 
abode, He will become angry with him, and curse him, and has 
prepared a tremendous punishment for him, equal to if he had 
killed all people, his punishment will still be the same.” Ibn 
Jurayj said that Mujahid said that the Ayah, 


"1 At-Tabari 10:235. 
(21 At-Tabari 10:236. 
IS] At-Tabari 10:233. 
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dF oil Ah Tes west 55> 
and if anyone saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of 


all mankind .> 


means, “He who does not kill anyone, then the lives of people 
are safe from him.”!! 


Warning Those who Commit Mischief 
Allah said, 
4c GA 25a 55> 


¢And indeed, there came to them Our Messengers with Al- 
Bayyinat,> 
meaning, clear eviderteés, signs and proofs, 
dia) GA 6 is 2 A A 4 
deven then after that many of them continued to exceed the 
limits in the land!> 


This Ayah chastises and criticizes those who commit the 
prohibitions, after knowing that they are prohibited from 
indulging in them. The Jews of Al-Madinah, such as Banu 
Qurayzah, An-Nadir and Qaynuqa‘, used to fight along with 
either Khazraj or Aws, when war would erupt between them 
during the time of Jahiliyyah. When these wars would end, the 
Jews would ransom those who were captured and pay the 
blood money for those who were killed. Allah criticized them 
for this practice in Surat Al-Bagarah, 


< 


2 ott ¢ S CAR SHE Se Te Cee ee OMT te 
fal 2 ds ot KOR Og! YG Sek, OG Y KEL, CEN 5p 
cog eke 4 So jeg? 4 TA ra beet 8 te 
pas ot Kes GS SARs SOM Ite Nhe na des 2 
eee aay Pee ee 228 \ eA t ate ¥ a ihe mai Ac fj eee 
pate pet) pipe ee 2 a5 idly EWE pgile Orel 
yt Avge 2 yee 4 ard tata ‘Tai oo P| * re 
SUNS Gaar ys AG 0S wae Lyk55 si veAr? pases rer] 
2st yee ate 9% Ltd ae cate core ete erty ye hye 

joe al Gs QUT SN Sy ong acca 65 Gal st a oy pea 
wials te 


¢And (remember) when We took your covenant (saying): Shed 


I At-Tabari 10:235. 
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not your (people's) blood, nor turn out your own people from 
their dwellings. Then, (this) you ratified and (to this) you bear 
witness. After this, it is you who kill one another and drive out 
a party of your own from their homes, assist (their enemies) 
against them, in sin and transgression. And if they come to 
you as captives, you ransom them, although their expulsion 
was forbidden to you. Then do you believe in a part of the 
Scripture and reject the rest? Then what is the recompense of 
those whv do so among you, except disgrace in the life of this 
world, and on the Day of Resurrection they shall be consigned 
to the most grievous torment. And Allah is not unaware of 
what you do.> (2:84-85] 


The Punishment of those Who Cause Mischief in the 
Land 


Allah said next, 
les FER AS OM 3 gy At ot she Sal Bes Cap 
Col se tet Nok & th spat ES Sl 
<The recompense of those who wage war against Allah and His 
Messenger and do mischief in the land is only that they shall be 
killed or crucified or their hands and their feet be cut off on the 
opposite sides, or be exiled from the land.> 


‘Wage war’ mentioned here means, oppose and contradict, 
and it includes disbelief, blocking roads and spreading fear in 
the fairways. Mischief in the land refers to various types of 
evil. Ibn Jarir recorded that ‘Ikrimah and Al-Hasan Al-Basri 
said that the Aydt, 


Cis Hl Sg 55 Bs Cap 


<The recompense of those who wage war against Allah and His 
Messenger> until, 


qb Sle asl yp 


¢Allah is Of-Forgiving, Most Merciful,> “Were revealed about 
the idolators. Therefore, the Ayah decrees that, whoever among 
them repents before you apprehend them, then you have no 
right to punish them. This Ayah does not save a Muslim from 
punishment if he kills, causes mischief in the land or wages 
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war against Allah and His Messenger and then joins rank with 
the disbelievers, before the Muslims are able to catch him. He 
will still be liable for punishment for the crimes he 
committed.”'! Abu Dawud and An-Nasai recorded that 
‘Ikrimah said that Ibn ‘Abbas said that the Ayah, 


C6 AMT 3 S55 Ais al gute ll Bes iy} 
<The recompense of those who wage war against Allah and His 
Messenger and do mischief in the land...> 


“Was revealed concerning the idolators, those among them 
who repent before being apprehended, they will still be liable 
for punishment for the crimes they committed.”?! 

The correct opinion is that this Ayah is general in meaning 
and includes the idolators and all others who commit the 
types of crimes the Ayah mentioned. Al-Bukhari and Muslim 
recorded that Abu Qilabah ‘Abdullah bin Zayd Al-Jarmi, said 
that Anas bin Malik said, “Eight people of the Ukl tribe came 
to the Messenger of Allah # and gave him their pledge to 
follow Islam. Al-Madinah’s climate did not suit them and they 
became sick and complained to Allah’s Messenger 3%. So he 
said, ; ; 

ests NSE Se Lewd alg Geld @ Set AS Vi 
«Go with our shephard to be treated by the milk and urine of 
his camels.» 


So they went as directed, and after they drank from the 
camels’ milk and urine, they became healthy, and they killed 
the shepherd and drove away all the camels. The news 
reached the Prophet #¥ and he sent (men) in their pursuit and 
they were captured. He then ordered that their hands and feet 
be cut off (and it was done), and their eyes were branded with 
heated pieces of iron. Next, they were put in the sun until they 
died.” This is the wording of Muslim. In another narration for 
this Hadith, it was mentioned that these people were from the 
tribes of ‘Ukl or ‘Uraynah. Another narration reported that 
these people were put in the Harrah area (of Al-Madinah), and 
when they asked for water, no water was given to them. ™! 


( At-Tabari 10:244. 
[2] Abu Dawud 4 :536, An-Nasa’7 7:101. 
3) Fath ALBari 12:114, Muslim 3 :1296. 
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Allah said, 

cal Nok & dh spat Ee Ais See 

oi 
they shall be killed or crucified or their hands and their feet be 
cut off on the opposite sides, or be exiled from the land.» 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abbas said about this 
Ayah, ‘He who takes up arms in Muslim land and spreads fear 
in the fairways and is captured, the Muslim Leader has the 
choice to either have him killed, crucified or cut off his hands 
and feet.”"| Similar was said by Sa‘id bin Al-Musayyib, 
Mujahid, ‘Ata’, Al-Hasan Al-Basri, Ibrahim An-Nakha‘il and Ad- 
Dahhak, as Abu Ja‘far Ibn Jarir recorded.) This view is 


supported by the fact that the word Aw {or), indicates a 
choice. As Allah said, 


AGL TAS sf acSHi ps te Ke Je oy KE LG Bc Je 

dt, ays Je asc 

<The penalty is an offering, brought to the Ka‘bah, of an 

eatable animal equivalent to the one he killed, as adjudged by 

two just men among you; or, for expiation, he should feed the 

poor, or its equivalent in fasting .>[5:95] 
Allah said, 
yh NS A le of Bb ob ot ay Ti Ke Sp 

€And whosoever of you is ill or has an ailment in his scalp 

(necessitating shaving), he must pay a ransom of either fasting 
or giving charity or offering a sacrifice.» and, 

ae NS J KG GE co aot & ose ye ty nica 

ee, 

455; 

...for its expiation feed ten of the poor, on a scale of the 


average of that with which you feed your own families, or clothe 
thent, or free a slave.» 


All of these Ayat offer a choice, just as the Ayah above. 


"! At-Tabari 10:263. 
2! At-Tabari 10 :262-263. 


164 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
As for Allah’s statement, 
CM an Wet Sp 


<or be exiled from the land.» some said that it means, he is 
actively pursued until he is captured, and thus receives his 
prescribed punishment, or otherwise he escapes from the land 
of Islam, as Ibn Jarir recorded from Ibn ‘Abbas, Anas bin Malik, 
Said bin Jubayr, Ad-Dahhak, Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas, Az-Zuhri, Al- 
Layth bin Sa‘d and Malik bin Anas. Some said that the Ayah 
means these people are expelled to another land, or to another 
state by the Muslims authorities! Said bin Jubayr, Abu Ash- 
Sha‘tha’, Al-Hasan, Az-Zuhri, Ad-Dahhak and Muaatil bin 
Hayyan said that he is expelled, but not outside of the land of 
Islam, while others said that he is to be imprisoned. 

Allah’s statement, 


ae. qe 8A ry o os4% oa 
hus SiGe el a 245 GH 3 She 245 <ai> 


4That is their disgrace in this world, and a great torment is 
theirs in the Hereafter .> 


means, the punishment We prescribed, killing these 
aggressors, crucifying them, cutting off their hands and feet on 
opposite sides, or expelling them from the land is a disgrace 
for them among mankind in this life, along with the 
tremendous torment Allah has prepared for them in the 
Hereafter. This view supports the opinion that these Ayat were 
revealed about the idolators. As for Muslims, in his Sahih, 
Muslim recorded that ‘Ubadah bin As-Samit said, “The 
Messenger of Allah # took the same pledge from us that he 
also took from women: That we do not associate anything with 
Allah in worship, we do not steal, commit adultery, or kill our 
children, and that we do not spread falsehood about each 
other. He said that he who keeps this pledge, then his reward 
will be with Allah. He who falls into shortcomings and was 
punished, then this will be his expiation. And those whose 
errors were covered by Allah, then their matter is for Allah: If 
He wills, He will punish them and If He wills, He will pardon 
them.”2] ‘Ali narrated that the Messenger of Allah #% said, 


() At-Tabari 10 :268-270. 
[21 Muslim 3:1333. 
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‘He who sins in this life and was punished for it, then Allah is 

far more just than to combine two punishments on His servant. 
He who commits an error in this life and Allah hides this error 
and pardons him, then Allah is far more generous than to 
punish the servant for something that He has already 
pardoned .» 


Recorded by Ahmad, Ibn Majah and At-Tirmidhi who said, 
“Hasan Gharib.”|"! Al-Hafiz Ad-Daraqutni was asked about this 
Hadith, and he said that it was related to the Prophet # in 
some narrations, and it was related to the Companions in 
others, and that this narration from the Prophet # is Sahih.|2! 

Ibn Jarir commented on Allah’s statement, 


AI 4b S55 45 asp 
<That is their disgrace in this world,> “Meaning, shame, 


humiliation, punishment, contempt and torment in this life, 
before the Hereafter, 


dake Li8e MN 9 sd 
and a great torment is theirs in the Hereafter.> 


if they do not repent from these errors until death overcomes 
them. In this case, they will be stricken by the punishment 
that We prescribed for them in this life and the torment that 
We prepared for them therein, 


ike E15 


<a great torment} in the Fire of Jahannam.”"*! 


(1) Ahmad 1:159, Tuhfat AlLAhwadhi 7 :377, Ibn Majah 2 :868. 
21 ad-Daraqutni 3:215. 
3! At-Tabari 10:276. 
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The Punishment of those who Wage War Against Allah 
and His Messenger is Annulled if They Repent Before 
their Apprehension 


Allah said, 

a oS Me it i yet TA a Se i ok Ip 
4Except for those who (having fled away and then) came back 
(as Muslims) with repentance before they fall into your power; 
in that case, know that Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful .¥ 

This Ayah is clear in its indication that it applies to the 
idolators. As for the Muslims who commit this crime and 
repent before they are apprehended, the punishment of killing, 
crucifixion and cutting the limbs will be waved. The practice of 
the Companions in this regard is that all of the punishments 
prescribed in this case will be waved, as is apparent from the 
wording of the Ayah. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ash-Sha‘bi 
said, “Harithah bin Badr At-Tamimi was living in Al-Basrah, 
and he committed the crime of mischief in the land. So he 
talked to some men from Quraysh, such as Al-Hasan bin ‘Ali, 
Ibn ‘Abbas and ‘Abdullah bin Ja‘far, and they talked to ‘Ali 
about him so that he would grant him safety, but ‘Ali refused. 
So Harithah went to Said bin Qays Al-Hamadani who kept 
him in his house and went to ‘Ali, saying, ‘O Leader of the 
Faithful! What about those who wage war against Allah and 
His Messenger and cause mischief in the land?’ So he recited 
the Ayah until he reached, 


Cid a SJB on UE all 
<Except for those who (having fled away and them) came back 
cas Muslims) with repentance before they fall into your power.> 


So ‘Ali wrote a document that granted safety, and Sa‘id bin 
Qays said, ‘This is for Harithah bin Badr.’” Ibn Jarir recorded 
this Hadith.!"! 

Ibn Jarir recorded that ‘Amir Ash-Sha‘bi said, “A man from 
Murad came to Abu Musa, while he was the governor of Al- 
Kafah during the reign of ‘Uthman, and said to him after he 


(l At-Tabari 10:280. 
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offered the obligatory prayer, ‘O Abu Musa! I seek your help. I 
am so-and-so from Murad and I waged war against Allah and 
His Messenger and caused mischief in the land. I repented 
before you had any authority over me.’ Abu Musa proclaimed, 
This is so-and-so, who had waged war against Allah and His 
Messenger and caused mischief in the land, and he repented 
before we had authority over him. Therefore, anyone who meets 
him, should deal with him in a better way. If he is saying the 
truth, then this is the path of those who say the truth. If he is 
saying a lie, his sins will destroy him. So the man remained idle 
for as long as Allah willed, but he later rose against the leaders, 
and Allah punished him for his sins and he was killed.” Ibn 
Jarir recorded that Masa bin Ishaq Al-Madani said that ‘Ali Al- 
Asadi waged war, blocked the roads, shed blood and plundered 
wealth. The leaders and the people alike, sought to capture him, 
but they could not do that until he came after he repented, after 
he heard a man reciting the Ayah, 


fo, pate ste 4) Soe eee oe of a AG ne ode Ho Se 
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¢{O My servants who have transgressed against themselves! 
Despair not of the mercy of Allah, verily, Allah forgives all 
sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .> 


So he said to that man, “O servant of Allah! Recite it again.” 
So he recited it again, and ‘Ali put down his sword and went 
to Al-Madinah in repentance, arriving during the night. He 
washed up and went to the Masjid of the Messenger of Allah 
#5 and prayed the dawn prayer. He sat next to Abu Hurayrah 
amidst his companions. In the morning, the people recognized 
him and went after him. He said, “You have no way against me. 
I came in repentance before you had any authority over me.” 
Abu Hurayrah said, “He has said the truth,” and he held his 
hand and went to Marwan bin Al-Hakam, who was the 
governor of Al-Madinah during the reign of Mu‘awiyah. Abu 
Hurayrah said, “This is ‘Ali and he came in repentance and you 
do not have a way against him, nor can you have him killed.” 
So ‘Ali was absolved of punishment and remained on his 
repentance and went to the sea to perform Jihdd in Allah’s 
cause. The Muslims met the Romans in battle, and the 
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435. O you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah and seek the 
Wasilah to Him, and strive hard in His cause, so that you may 
be successful .> 


<36. Verily, those who disbelieve, if they had all that is in the 
earth, and as much again therewith to ransom themselves 
thereby from the torment on the Day of Resurrection, it would 
never be accepted of them. And theirs would be a painful 
torment.> 


437. They will long to get out of the Fire, but never will they 
get out therefrom ; and theirs will be a lasting torment.> 


I At-Tabari 10 :284. 
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Commanding Taqwa, Wasilah, and Jihad 


Allah commands His faithful servants to fear Him in Taqwa, 
which if mentioned along with acts of obedience, it means to 
refrain from the prohibitions and the prohibited matters. Allah 
said next, 

C520 od) GAG 

¢seek the Wasilah to Him.> Sufyan Ath-Thawri said that Talhah 
said that ‘Ata’ said that Ibn ‘Abbas said that Wasilah means 
‘the means of approach’!!! Mujahid, Abu Wa’il, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah, ‘Abdullah bin Kathir, As-Suddi, Ibn Zayd and others 
gave the same meaning for Wasilah. Qatadah said that the 
Ayah means, “Seek the means of approach to Him by obeying 
Him and performing the acts that please Him.”!?! 


CS 295 I SIE HL ES Sp 

<Those whom they call upon seek a means of access to their 

Lord (Allah).> [17:57] 

Wasilah is a means of approach to achieve something, and 
it is also used to refer to the highest grade in Paradise, and it 
is the grade of the Messenger of Allah #, his residence and the 
nearest grade in Paradise to Allah’s Throne. Al-Bukhari 


recorded that Jabir bin ‘Abdullah said that the Messenger of 
Allah 3 said, 


i acta lady Bn 525i oda 5 Sain stat Cod Gar JE if 
etn J Sis YI PAT) gill Byars lis Bagly Dail; ght ai 
val 65s 


«Whoever, after hearing to the Adhan says, ‘’O Allah! Lord of 
this perfect call and of the regular prayer which is going to be 
established! Grant Muhammad the Wasilah and superiority and 
send him [on the Day of Judgment] to the praiseworthy station 
which You have promised him," then intercession from me will 
be permitted for him on the Day of Resurrection .»'*! 


Muslim recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin Al-‘As said 


(0) At-Tabari 10:291. 
(21 At-Tabari 10:291. 
3) Fath ALBGri 8:251. 
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that he heard the Prophet # saying, 
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‘When you hear the Mu‘adhdhin, repeat what he says, and 
then ask for Salah (blessing, mercy from Allah) for me. Verily, 
whoever asks for Salah for me, then Allah will grant ten Salah 
to him. Then, ask for the Wasilah for me, for it is a grade in 
Paradise that only one servant of Allah deserves, and I hope 
that I am that servant. Verily, whoever asks (Allah) for Wasilah 
for me, he will earn the right of my intercession 0"! 


Allah said, 
a of ‘a: Gee “ft wen 
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¢and strive hard in His cause as much as you can. So that you 
may be successful.> 


After Allah commanded Muslims to avoid the prohibitions 
and to work towards obedience, He commanded them to fight 
against their enemies, the disbelievers and idolators who have 
deviated from the straight path and abandoned the correct 
religion. Allah encouraged the believers by reminding them of 
the unending success and great happiness that He prepared 
for them for the Day of Resurrection, which will never change 
or decrease for those who join Jihad in His cause. They will 
remain in the lofty rooms of Paradise that are safe and 
beautiful. Those who live in these dwellings will always be 
comfortable and will never be miserable, living, never dying, 
and their clothes will never grow thin, nor will their youth ever 
end. 


No Amount of Ransom Shall Be Accepted from the 
Disbelievers on the Day of the Judgment and They Will 
Remain in the Fire 


Allah then describes the painful torment and punishment 
that He has prepared for His disbelieving enemies for the Day 


(') Muslim 1:288. 
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of Resurrection. Allah said, 
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4Verily, those who disbelieve, if they had all that is in the 

earth, and as much again therewith to ransom themselves 

thereby from the torment on the Day of Resurrection, if would 

never be accepted of them. And theirs would be a painful 

torment 


So if a disbeliever brought the earth’s fill of gold, and twice 
as much as that amount on the Day of Judgment to ransom 
himself from Allah’s torment that has surrounded him, and he 
is certain that he will suffer from it, it will not be accepted of 
him. Rather, there is no escaping the torment, and he will not 
be able to evade or save himself from it. Hence Allah’s 
statement, 


Acute pis} 
4And theirs would be a painful torment.» meaning, hurtful, 
teat Oe ON) Oh i BU AON SRB ol ayy 
4They will long to get out of the Fire, but never will they get 


out therefrom, and theirs will be a lasting torment.> 
In another Ayah, Allah said, 


ia Wd 32 be IE I til Ciee> 


<Every time they seek to get away therefrom, in anguish, they 
will be driden back therein .> 


Therefore, they will still long to leave the torment because of 
the severity and the pain it causes. They will have no way of 
escaping it. The more the flames lift them to the upper part of 
Hell, the more the angels of punishment will strike them with 
iron bars and they will fall down to its depths, 


pal Sti Zi 
4And theirs will be a lasting torment.» meaning, eternal and 
everlasting, and they will never be able to depart from it or 


avoid it. Anas bin Malik said that the Messenger of Allah #% 
said, 
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«A man from the people of the Fire will be brought forth and 
will be asked, ‘O son of Adam! How did you find your 
dwelling?’ He will say, ‘The worst dwelling.’ He will be told, 
‘Would you ransom yourself with the earth's fill of gold?’ He 
will say, ‘Yes, O Lord!’ Allah will say to him, ‘You have lied. 
I asked you for what is less than that and you did not do it,’ 
and he will be ordered to the Fire.» 


Muslim and An-Nasa7"! recorded it. 
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(soos gif JEe 
€38. And (as for) the male thief and the female thief, cut off 
their hands as a recompense for that which both committed, a 
punishment by way of example from Allah. And Allah is All- 


Powerful, All-Wise.> 


39. But whosoever repents after his crime and does righteous 
good deeds, then verily, Allah will pardon him. Verily, Allah is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .> 

¢40. Know you not that to Allah (Alone) belongs the dominion 
of the heavens and the earth! He forgives whom He wills and 
He punishes whom He wills. And Allah is able to do all 
things .> 


The Necessity of Cutting off the Hand of the Thief 


Allah commands and decrees that the hand of the thief, 
male or female be cut off. During the time of Jahiliyyah, this 
was also the punishment for the thief, and Islam upheld this 
punishment. In Islam, there are several conditions that must 


(1) Muslim 4:2162 and An-Nasai 6:36. 
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be met before this punishment is carried out, as we will come 
to know, Allah willing. There are other rulings that Islam 
upheld after modifying these rulings, such as that of blood 
money for example. 


When Does Cutting the Hand of the Thief Become 
Necessary? 


In is recorded in the Two Sahihs that Abu Hurayrah said 
that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
eo bai foal by thy ais tach G5 GLEN Gt Sabo 
tMay Allah curse the thief who steals an egg and as a result 
his hand is cut off, and who steals rope and as a result his hand 
is cut off.0!" 
Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded that ‘A’ishah said that the 
Messenger of Allah 2% said, 


tie Lad gee eo 3g GEN i thie 
‘The hand of the thief shall be cut off if he steals a quarter of a 
Dinar or more .0!? 


Muslim recorded that ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with 
her, said that the Messenger of Allah 2% said, 


elas sus fb 3 Vy GEN 3; AE Ve 


«The hand of the thief shall only be cut off if he steals a quarter 
of a Dinar or more.v'*! 


This Hadith is the basis of the matter since it specifies (that 
the least amount of theft that deserves cutting the hand) is a 
quarter of a Dinar. 

So this Hadith fixes the value. And saying that it is three 
Dirhams is not a contradiction. This is because the Dinar in 
question was equal to twelve Dirhams, so three Dirhams 
equalled a fourth of a Dindr. So in this way it is possible to 
harmonize these two views. This opinion was reported from 
Umar bin Al-Khattab, Uthman bin ‘Affan, ‘Ali bin Abi Talib - 


0) Fath Al-Bari 12:83, Muslim 3:1314. 
[21 Fath Al-Bari 12:99, Muslim 3:1312. 
13) Muslim 3:1313. 
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may Allah be pleased with them - and it is the view of ‘Umar 
bin ‘Abdul-‘Aziz, Al-Layth bin Sa‘d, Al-Awzai, and Ash-Shafii 
and his companions. This is also the view of Imam Ahmad bin 
Hanbal and Ishaq bin Rahwayh in one of the narrations from 
him, as well as Abu Thawr, and Dawud bin ‘Ali Az-Zahari, 
may Allah have mercy upon them. 

As for Imam Abu Hanifah and his students Abu Yusuf, 
Muhammad and Zufar, along with Sufyan Ath-Thawri, they 
said that the least amount of theft that deserves cutting off 
the hand is ten Dirhams, whereas a Dinar was twelve Dirhams 
at that time. The first ruling is the correct one, that the least 
amount of theft is one forth of a Dindr or more. This meager 
amount was set as the limit for cutting the hand, so that the 
people would refrain from theft, and this is a wise decision to 
those who have sound comprehension. Hence Allah’s 
statement, 


a 
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as a recompense for that which both committed, a punishment 
by way of example from Allah. And Allah is All-Powerful, All- 
Wise.» 

This is the prescribed punishment for the evil action they 
committed, by stealing the property of other people with their 
hands. Therefore, it is fitting that the tool they used to steal 
the people’s wealth be cut off as punishment from Allah for 
their error. 


b5 bp 
4And Allah is All-Powerful,+ in His torment, 
{tcp 
<All-Wise.» in His commands, what he forbids, what He 
legislates and what He decrees. 


Repentance of the Thief is Acceptable 
Allah said next, 


ang ¢ t ee, fe ae a a oe Cn “ef 
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<But whosoever repents after his crime and does righteous good 
deeds, then verily, Allah will pardon him. Verily, Allah is Oft- 
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Forgiving, Most Merciful .> 

Therefore, whoever repents and goes back to Allah after he 
commits theft, then Allah will forgive him. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said that a 
woman committed theft during the time of the Messenger of 
Allah # and those from whom she stole brought her and said, 
“O Allah’s Messenger! This woman stole from us.” Her people 
said, “We ransom her.” The Messenger of Allah 2 said, 


4; | yabitr 


«Cut off her hand.» They said, “We ransom her with five 
hundred Dinars.” The Prophet x5 said, 


tg | yabadto 
«Cut off her hand.» Her right hand was cut off and the 


woman asked, “O Messenger of Allah! Is there a chance for me 
to repent?” He said, 


wal BEANS 65S ehhs Sy esd ol ee 


«Yes. This day, you are free from your sin just as the day your 
mother gave birth to you. 


Allah sent down the verse in Strat Al-Ma@’idah, 
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¢But whosoever repents after his crime and does righteous good 
deeds (by obeying Allah), then verily, Allah will pardon him. 
Verily, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .»""! 


This woman was from the tribe of Makhzum. Her story was 
narrated in the Two Sahihs from Az-Zuhri from ‘Urwah from 
‘A’ishah, The incident caused concern for the Quraysh after 
she committed the theft during the time of the battle of the 
Conquest [of Makkah]. They said, “Who can talk to Allah’s 
Messenger #5 about her matter?” They then said, “Who dares 
speak to him about such matters other than Usamah bin Zayd, 
his loved one.” When the woman was brought to the Messenger 
of Allah #4, Usamah bin Zayd talked to him about her and the 
face of the Messenger #¢ changed color (because of anger) and 


1 Ahmad 2:177. 
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he # said, 


‘Do you intercede in a punishment prescribed by Allah?» 


Usamah said to him, “Ask Allah to forgive me, O Allah’s 
Messenger!” During that night, the Messenger of Allah 3% stood 
up and gave a speech and praised Allah as He deserves to be 
praised. He then said, 


85 eB gd S52 le ES 3. ll GRE le ay uh 
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‘Those who were before you were destroyed because when an 
honorable person among them would steal, they would leave 
him. But, when a weak man among them stole, they 
implemented the prescribed punishment against him. By Him in 
Whose Hand is my soul! If Fatimah the daughter of Muhammad 
stole, I will have her hand cut offs 


The Prophet 3% commanded that the hand of the woman who 
stole be cut off, and it was cut off. ‘A’ishah said, ‘Her 
repentance was sincere afterwards, and she got married and 
she used to come to me so that I convey her needs to the 
Messenger of Allah.”!'! This is the wording that Muslim 
collected, and in another narration by Muslim, ‘A’ishah said, 
“She was a woman from Makhzim who used to borrow things 
and deny that she took them. So the Prophet ordered that her 
hand be cut off.”?! 

Allah then said, 


CG ogc be A dt OF AS silp 
¢Know you not that to Allah (Alone) belongs the dominion of 
the heavens and the earth!> 


He owns everything and decides what He wills for it and no 
one can resist His judgment, 


“4 one “0 ce, Se and tothe glass ow god 
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(1) Fath Al-Bari 7 :619, Muslim 3:1315. 
!21 Muslim 3:1316. 
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come to you. They change the words from their places; they 
say, “If you are given this, take it, but if you are not given 
this, then beware!’’ And whomsoever Allah wants to put in 
Fitnah, you can do nothing for him against Allah. Those are 
the ones whose hearts Allah does not want to purify; for them 
there is a disgrace in this world, and in the Hereafter a great 
torment .> 


€42. They (like to) listen to falsehood, to devour Suht. So if 
they come to you, either judge between them, or turn away 
from them. If you turn away from them, they cannot hurt you 
in the least. And if you judge, judge with justice between them. 
Verily, Allah loves those who act justly.> 


€43. But how do they come to you for a decision while they 
have the Tawrah, in which is the decision of Allah; yet even 
after that they turn away. For they are not believers.» 


444. Verily, We did send down the Tawrah, therein was 
guidance and light, by which the Prophets who submitted. 
themselves to Allah’s will, judged for the Jews. And the 
Rabbaniyytin and the Ahbér, for to them was entrusted the 
protection of Allah's Book, and they were witnesses thereto. 
Therefore fear not men but fear Me and sell not My verses for a 
miserable price. And whosoever does not judge by what Allah 
has revealed, such are the disbelievers.> 


Do Not Feel Sad Because of the Behavior of the Jews and 
Hypocrites 


These honorable Ayat were revealed about those who rush 
into disbelief, deviating from the obedience of Allah, His 
Messenger, prefering their opinions and lusts to what Allah 
has legislated, 


Kei on Is Laie Cate 1H Salt Sob 
{of such who say, “We believe” with their mouths but. their 
hearts have no faith .} 


These people pretend to be faithful with their words, but 
their hearts are empty from faith, and they are the hypocrites. 


E31 GA Gap 
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¢And of the Jews...~ the enemies of Islam and its people, they 
and the hypocrites all, 7 
438d O8) 


élisten much and eagerly to lies...p and they accept and react to it 

positively, eas 3 nade 
EIU DEAK ot Snoop 

listening to others who have not come to you,» 


meaning, they listen to some people who do not attend your 
meetings, O Muhammad. Or, the Ayah might mean, they 
listen to what you say and convey it to your enemies who do 
not attend your audience. 


The Jews Alter and Change the Law, Such As Stoning 
the Adulterer 


hash a be Bil SeA> 
€They change the words from their places:> by altering their 
meanings and knowingly distorting them after they 
comprehended them, 


ripate iio 3 oly $eiea \3% 5ts3 jy ARS 


éthey say, “If you are given this, take it, but if you are not 
given this, then beware!" > 


It was reported that this part of the Ayah was revealed about 
some Jews who committed murder and who said to each 
other, “Let us ask Muhammad to judge between us, and if he 
decides that we pay the Diyah, accept his judgement. If he 
decides on capital punishment, do not accept his judgement.” 
The correct opinion is that this Ayah was revealed about the 
two Jews who committed adultery. The Jews changed the law 
they had in their Book from Allah on the matter of 
punishment for adultery, from stoning to death, to a hundred 
flogs and making the offenders ride a donkey facing the back 
of the donkey. When this incident of adultery occurred after 
the Hijrah, they said to each other, “Let us go to Muhammad 
and seek his judgement. If he gives a ruling of flogging, then 
implement his decision and make it a proof for you with Allah. 
This way, one of Allah’s Prophets will have upheld this ruling 
amongst you. But if he decides that the punishment should be 
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stoning to death, then do not accept his decision.” 

There are several Hadiths mentioning this story. Malik 
reported that Nafi‘ said that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar said, “The 
Jews came to Allah’s Messenger # and mentioned that a man 
and a woman from them committed adultery. Allah’s Messenger 
# said to them, , . <4, 

6551 OLE 8 1531 Bb Syed te 
‘What do find of the ruling about stoning in the Tawrah?» 


They said, ‘We only find that they should be exposed and 
flogged.’ ‘Abdullah bin Salam said, ‘You lie. The Tawrah 
mentions stoning, so bring the Tawrah.’ They brought the 
Tawrah and opened it but one of them hid the verse about 
stoning with his hand and recited what is before and after 
that verse. ‘Abdullah bin Salam said to him, ‘Remove your 
hand,’ and he removed it, thus uncovering the verse about 
stoning. So they said, He (‘Abdullah bin Salam) has said the 
truth, O Muhammad! It is the verse about stoning.’ The 
Messenger of Allah 3% decided that the adulterers be stoned to 
death and his command was carried out. I saw that man 
shading the woman from the stones with his body.” Al-Bukhari 
and Muslim also collected this Hadith and this is the wording 
collected by Al-Bukhari. In another narration by Al-Bukhari, 
the Prophet 3% said to the Jews, 


lg O gabe a5 Un 


‘What would you do in this case?> They said, “We would 
humiliate and expose them.” The Prophet 3% recited, 


dias OS 1 GEG 25h (5p 
<Bring here the Tawrah and recite it, if you are truthful.> 


So they brought a man who was blind in one eye and who 
was respected among them and said to him, “Read (from the 
Tawrah).” So he read until he reached a certain verse and 
then covered it with his hand. He was told, “Remove your 
hand,” and it was the verse about stoning. So that man said, 
“O Muhammad! This is the verse about stoning, and we had 
hid its knowledge among us.” So the Messenger 2% ordered 
that the two adulterers be stoned, and they were stoned. !!! 


G1 Al-Bukhari no. 4556. 
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Muslim recorded that a Jewish man and a Jewish woman 
were brought before Allah’s Messenger x because they 
committed adultery. The Messenger of Allah went to the Jews 
and asked them, 


10555 So Ge BGS db Gy dnd Lin 
«What is the ruling that you find in the Tawrdah for adultery?» 


They said, “We expose them, carry them (on donkeys) 
backwards and parade them in public.” The Prophet 3% recited; 


48s EX 4 GG wish Bp 
¢Bring here the Tawrah and recite it, if you are truthful .> 


So they brought the Tawrah and read from it until the reader 
reached the verse about stoning. Then he placed his hand on 
that verse and read what was before and after it. ‘Abdullah bin 
Salam, who was with the Messenger of Allah #%, said, “Order 
him to remove his hand,” and he removed his hand and under 
it was the verse about stoning. So the Messenger of Allah 2% 
commanded that the adulterers be stoned, and they were 
stoned. ‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar said, “I was among those who 
stoned them and I saw the man shading the woman from the 
stones with his body.”'! Abu Dawud recorded that Ibn Umar 
said, “Some Jews came to the Messenger of Allah # and invited 
him to go to the Quff area. So he went to the house of Al- 
Midrads and they said, ‘O Abu Al-Qasim! A man from us 
committed adultery with a woman, so decide on their matter.’ 
They arranged a pillow for the Messenger of Allah #% and he sat 
on it and said, 


Gh gan 
'Bring the Tawrah to me.» 


He was brought the Tawrah and he removed the pillow from 
under him and placed the Tawréah on it, saying, 


UT 305 oh chi 
«] trust you and He Who revealed it to you.» 
He then said, 
"'l Muslim 3:1326. 
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‘Bring me your most knowledgeable person.» 


So he was brought a young man... ” and then he mentioned 
the rest of the story that Malik narrated from Nafi‘,!"!] 
‘These Hadiths state that the Messenger of Allah 2% issued a 
decision that conforms with the ruling in the Tawrah, not to 
honor the Jews in what they believe in, for the Jews were 
commanded to follow the Law of Muhammad 2% only. Rather, 
the Prophet did this because Allah commanded him to do so. 
He asked them about the ruling of stoning in the Tawrah to 
make them admit to what the Tawraéh contains and what they 
collaborated to hide, deny and exclude from implementing for 
all that time. They had to admit to what they did, although they 
did it while having knowledge of the correct ruling. What made 
them go to the Prophet #% for judgement in this matter was 
their lusts and desires, hoping that the Prophet 2 would agree 
with their opinion, not that they believed in the correctness of 
his judgment. This is why they said, 


4156 Sha 1d 
4If you are given this,> referring to flogging, then take it, 
dsc 38 Ju 


<but if you are not given this, then beware!~ and do not accept 
or implement it. Allah said next, 


te o£ Be AA feet ¢ 44 “gM fete. af - 
A at 23 5 Sa Sh ert St oe A oy ES HN ot 5p 
ey STM 7 Ste. edhe Be ote 6 gf Gtr kn ae 
pia Wage Sie et 3 24s Ge Gal g BB 2b 74 
e.g estes 2 
€e02i Ehesi 3 


€And whomsoever Allah wants to put in Fitnah, you can do 
nothing for him against Allah. Those are the ones whose hearts 
Allah does not want to purify; for them there is a disgrace in 
this world, and in the Hereafter a great torment. They (like fo) 
listen to falsehood, to devour Sulit 


‘Suh? refers to bribes, as Ibn Mas‘td and others stated.) The 


2) Abu Dawud 4:597. 
(21 At-Tabari 10:319. 


Stirah 5. Al-Ma’idah (41 - 44) (Part-6) 183 


Ayah states that if one is like this, how can Allah cleanse his 
heart and accept his supplication? Allah said to His Prophet 


45S obp 
¢So if they come to you...» so that you judge between them, 
462 SS IG YE SS as Me aA i a iD 


either judge between them, or turn away from them. If you 
turn away from them, they cannot hurt you in the least.» 


meaning, there is no harm if you do not judge between them. 
This is because when they came to you to judge between 
them, they did not seek to follow the truth, but only what 
conformed to their lusts. We should mention here that Ibn 
‘Abbas, Mujahid, Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi, Zayd 
bin Aslam, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani, and several others said that 
this part of the Ayah was abrogated by Allah’s statement, 


274 


C86 TAG ot St ols} 
¢And so judge among them by what Allah has revealed .>'"! 
tah fb KG ES 535) 
4And if you judge, judge with justice between them. 


and with fairness, even if the Jews were unjust and outcasts 
from the path of fairness, 


Cob Lil Le al yy 
<Verily, Allah loves those who act justly.> 


Chastising the Jews for Their Evil Lusts and Desires, 
While Praising the Tawrah 


Allah then chastises the Jews for their false ideas and 
deviant desires to abandon what they believe is true in their 
Book, and which they claim is their eternal Law that they are 
always commanded to adhere to. Yet, they do not adhere to 
the Tawrah, but they prefer other laws over it, although they 
believe that these other laws are not correct and do not apply 


(1 At-Tabari 10 :330-332. 
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to them. Allah said, 


eA Coe oe hove od tp gd Lovee phe CREES vee 
AS) U5 D3 ah & OIF 3B al KE a Spi Ries BS GS 
Mant 


<But how do they come to you for decision while they have the 
Tawrah, in which is the decision of Allah; yet even after that 
they turn away. For they are not believers .> 


Allah next praises the Tawrah that He sent down to His 
servant and Messenger Musa, son of ‘Imran, 
i316 GN LT Sill opty KE 385 sk Ga ST OA GD 
<Verily, We did send down the Tawrah [to Misa], therein was 


guidance and light, by which the Prophets who submitted 
themselves to Allah's will, judged the Jews.> 


and these Prophets did not deviate from the law of the 
Tawrah, change or alter it, 
CHENG SraSaid 
€And (also) the Rabbaniyyiin and the Ahbar...> 


wherein Rabbdniyyuin refers to the worshippers who are 
learned and religious, and Ahbar refers to the scholars, 


AS x asd GD 
¢for to them was entrusted the protection of Allah's Book,> 


meaning, they were entrusted with the Book of Allah, and they 
were commanded to adhere to it and not hide any part of, 


< oe aeee ee Mee en, ra 4 fe wa Cue: ol ae thee ” 
Sib CS ge LAB SG GG PIC Ess SG A ade tpens> 
GSK Sb HIG, Ke 5H 
¢and they were witnesses thereto. Therefore fear not men but 
fear Me and sell not My verses for a miserable price. And 
whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, such are 
the disbelievers .> 


There are two ways to explain this Ayah and we will mention 
the later. 
Another Reason Behind Revealing these Honorable Aydt 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbads said, “Allah sent 
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down the Aydt, 
4ojKi 4% Ai GAG Ke ds 


¢And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, 
such are the disbelievers,> 


dirsihi ch SGD 
Such are the unjust,> and, 
toa A Ash 


<Such are the rebellious.» about two groups among the Jews. 
During the time of Jdhiliyyah, one of them had defeated the 
other. As a result, they made a treaty that they would pay 
blood money totaling fifty Wasaq {of gold] (each Wasaq approx. 
3 kg) for every dead person from the defeated group killed by 
the victors, and a hundred Wasagq for every dead person the 
defeated group killed from the victors. This treaty remained in 
effect until the Prophet # came to Al-Madinah and both of 
these groups became subservient under the Prophet 2. Yet, 
when the mighty group once suffered a casualty at the hands of 
the weaker group, the mighty group sent a delegation 
demanding the hundred Wasagq. The weaker group said, ‘How 
can two groups who have the same religion, one ancestral 
lineage and a common land, have a Diyah that for some of 
them is half of that of the others? We only agreed to this 
because you oppressed us and because we feared you. Now 
that Muhammad has come, we will not give you what you 
asked.’ So war was almost rekindled between them, but they 
agreed to seek Muhammad’s judgement in their dispute. The 
mighty group among them said [among themselves], ‘By Allah! 
Muhammad will never give you double the Diyah that you pay 
to them compared to what they pay to you. They have said the 
truth anyway, for they only gave us this amount because we 
oppressed and overpowered them. Therefore, send someone to 
Muhammad who will sense what his judgement will be. If he 
agrees to give you what you demand, accept his judgment, and 
if he does not give you what you seek, do not refer to him for 
judgement.’ So they sent some hypocrites to the Messenger of 
Allah #2 to try and find out the Messenger’s judgement. When 
they came to the Messenger 3%, Allah informed him of their 
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matter and of their plot. Allah sent down, 


ASTI 6 54.0 ail Ate YSZ ep 
{O Messenger! Let not those who hurry to fall into disbelief 
grieve you,> until, 


dit 


€Such are the rebellious.» 


By Allah! It is because of their problem that Allah sent down 
these verses and it is they whom Allah meant.”'! Abu Dawud 
collected a similar narration for this Hadith.!?! 

Abu Ja‘far Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said that the 
Ayah in Sarat Al-Ma’idah, 


4342 Bal I Kp 
€either judge between them, or turn away from them...» until, 
<b ili> 


<Those who act justly.> 


was revealed concerning the problem of blood money between 
Bani An-Nadir and Bani Qurayzah. The dead of Bani An-Nadir 
were being honored more and they received the full amount of 
Diyah, while Qurayzah received half the Diyah for their dead. 
So they referred to the Messenger of Allah 2 for judgement 
and Allah sent down these verses about them. The Messenger 
of Allah 3 compelled them to adhere to the true judgement in 
this matter and made the Diyah the same for both groups and 
Allah knows best about that matter.’!! Ahmad, Abu Dawud 
and An-Nasa7"! also recorded this Hadith from Abu Ishaq. 

Al-‘Awfi and ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said that these Aydt were revealed about the two Jews who 
committed adultery, and we mentioned the Hadiths about this 
story before. It appears that both of these were the reasons 
behind revealing these Aydt, and Allah knows best. This is 
why Allah said afterwards, 


(') Ahmad 1:246. 

[2] Abu Dawud 4:7. 

ISI _At-Tabari 10 :326. 

(41 Ahmad 1:363, Abu Dawud 4:16 and An-Nasa7 8:19. 
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ac atcd 


¢And We ordained therein jee them : Life ee ae eye for eye? 


until the end of the Ayah, which strengthens the opinion that 
the story of the Diyah was behind revealing the Ayat as we 
explained above. Allah knows best. 
Allah said, 
452K 2s AS GAG Ke 3 5p 


And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, 
such are the disbelievers .» 


Al-Bara’ bin ‘Azib, Hudhayfah bin Al-Yaman, Ibn ‘Abbas, Abu 
Mijlaz, Abu Raja’ Al-‘Utaridi, ‘Ikrimah, ‘Ubaydullah bin 
‘Abdullah, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and others said that this Ayah 
was revealed about the People of the Book.!!) Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri added that this Ayah also applies to us.!21 ‘Abdur- 
Razzaq said that Ath-Thawri said that Manstr said that 
Ibrahim said that these Aydt, “Were revealed about the 
Children of Israel, and Allah accepted them for this Ummah.” 
Ibn Jarir recorded this statement.!*! 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah also stated that Ibn ‘Abbas commented 
on Allah’s statement, 


PA 4 i a ate te et ew, Bee Foe 
LESH 0 ASE cal Gi GSE ots 


€And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, 
such are the disbelievers,> 


“Whoever rejects what Allah has revealed, will have 
committed Kufr, and whoever accepts what Allah has revealed, 
but did not rule by it, is a Zdlim (unjust) and a Fasiq 
(rebellious) and a sinner.” Ibn Jarir recorded this statement. 14) 

‘Abdur-Razzaq said, “Ma‘mar narrated to us that Tawus said 
that Ibn ‘Abbas was asked about Allah’s statement, 


4nd KS 
(11 At-Tabari 10:347-357. 
2) At-Tabari 10:357. 


(3) At-Tabari 10:356. 
(41 At-Tabari 4:597. 
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¢And whosoever does not judge...> 


He said, Tt is an act of Kufr.’ Ibn Tawus added, ‘It is not like 
those who disbelieve in Allah, His angels, His Books and His 
Messengers.’ Ath-Thawri narrated that Ibn Jurayj said that 
‘Ata’ said, There is Kufr and Kufr less than Kufr, Zulm and 
Zulm less than Zulm, Fisq and Fisq less than Fisq.”"'! Waki‘ 
said that Said Al-Makki said that Tawus said that, 


Cini 2 Goi a Git KE 5 


€And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, 
such are the disbelievers,> 


“This is not the Kufr that annuls one’s religion.”!?) 

BY ONG GN ONG soil city Lat, ca 3h Us ae GS> 
pene DA AES 5 oy SES 5 Se Chi gh Bath 

Co Aui 2b GE AGG 
€45. And We ordained therein for them “Life for life, eye for 
eye, nose for nose, ear for ear, tooth for tooth, and wounds 
equal for equal." But if anyone remits the retaliation by way of 
charity, it shall be for him an expiation. And whosoever does 


not judge by that which Allah has revealed, such are the 
unjust .> 


This Ayah also chastises and criticizes the Jews because in 
the Tawrah, they have the law of a life for a life. Yet, they 
defied this ruling by transgression and rebellion. They used to 
apply this ruling when a person from Bani An-Nadir was killed 
by a Qurayzah person, but this was not the case when the 
opposite occurred. Rather, they would revert to Diyah in this 
case. They also defied the ruling in the Tawrah to stone the 
adulterer and instead came up with their own form of 
punishment, flogging, humiliation and parading them in 
public. This is why Allah said in the previous Ayah, 

Ski ASE OSG, Ke 5 os 
€And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, 


(1 ‘abdur-Razzaq 1:191, At-Tabari 4:595. 
(2) At-Tabari 10:355. 
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such are the disbelievers.> 


because they rejected Allah’s command with full intention and 
with transgression and rebellion. In this Ayah, Allah said, 


Kopi (4 SSsbD 
ésuch are the unjust.p because they did not exact the 
oppressed his due rights from the oppressor in a matter which 
Allah ordered that all be treated equally and fairly. Instead, 


they defied that command, committed injustice and 
transgressed against each other. 


A Man is Killed for a Woman Whom He Kills 


Imam Abu Nasr bin As-Sabbagh stated in his book, Ash- 
Shamil, that the scholars agree that this Ayah [5:45] should be 
implemented, and the Imams agree that the man is killed for a 
woman whom he kills, according to the general indications of 
this Ayah. A Hadith that An-Nasai (1 recorded states that the 
Messenger of Allah # had this statement written in the book 
that he gave ‘Amr bin Hazm, 


elsSy Jee Jeg ob 
«The man is killed for the woman (whom he kills)» 
In another Hadith, the Messenger % said, 


a astis Gis 5 tudn 
«Muslims are equal regarding the sanctity of their blood .»!?! 


This is also the opinion of the majority of the scholars. 

What further supports what Ibn As-Sabbagh said is the 
Hadith that Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas bin Malik said, 
“Ar-Rabi‘ (his aunt) broke the tooth of a girl, and the relatives 
of Ar-Rabi‘ requested the girl’s relatives to forgive (the 
offender), but they refused. So, they went to the Prophet 2% 
who ordered them to bring about retaliation. Anas bin An-Nadr, 
her brother, asked, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! Will the tooth of Ar- 
Rabi‘ be broken?’ The Messenger of Allah said, ‘O Anas! The 
Book of Allah prescribes retaliation.’ Anas said, ‘No, by Him 
Who has sent you with the Truth, her tooth will not be broken.’ 


I! An-Nasa’ 8:58. 
(2) Ibn Majah 2:895. 
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Later the relatives of the girl agreed to forgive Ar-Rabi‘ and 
forfeit their right to retaliation. The Messenger of Allah #¢ said, 


oY al dle pedl gS oye al ste 23 Ot 


«There are some of Allah's servants who, if they take an oath by 
Allah, Allah fullfils them 0°) 


It was recorded in the Two Sahihs.'?! 


Retaliation for Wounds 
Allah said, 


oe ean area 
KS Eyal} 
gand wounds equal for equal.» 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Life for 
life, an eye for an eye, a nose, if cut off, for a nose, a tooth 
broken for a tooth and wounds equal for wound.”@! The free 
Muslims, men and women, are equal in this matter. And their 
slaves, male and female, are equal in this matter. And this 
ruling is the same regarding intentional murder and lesser 
offenses, as Ibn Jarir and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded. 


An Important Ruling 


The retaliation for wounds should not be implemented until 
the wounds of the victim heal. If retaliation occurs before the 
wound heals, and then the wound becomes aggravated, the 
victim will have no additional rights in this case. The proof for 
this ruling is what Imam Ahmad narrated from ‘Amr bin 
Shu‘ayb, from his father, from his grandfather that a man 
once stabbed another man in his leg using a horn. The victim 
came to the Prophet # asking for retaliation, and the Prophet 
#5 said, 


ripe es) 
tNot until you heal.» 


The man again came to the Prophet # and asked for equality 
in retaliation and the Prophet #% allowed him that. Later on, 


(1 Ahmad 3:167. 
(21 Fath ALBari 8:124, Muslim 3:1302. 
(31 At-Tabari 10:360. 
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that man said, “O Messenger of Allah! I limp now.” The 
Messenger 3 said, 
5s phys wt Sac. tad Ug Sie 
«f had asked you to wait, but you disobeyed me. Therefore, 
Allah cast you away and your limp has no compensation.» 

Afterwards, the Messenger of Allah 2 forbade that the wound 
be retaliated for until the wound of the victim heals.!"! 

If the victim is allowed to retaliate for his wound caused by 
the aggressor and the aggressor dies as a result, there is no 
compensation in this case, according to the majority of the 
Companions and their followers. 


The Pardon is Expiation for Such Offenses 
Allah said, 
C1 kee iy GG 35> 
<But if anyone remits the retaliation by way of charity, it shall 
be for him an expiation .> 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented that 


4.4 GAS 5p 


<But if anyone remits the retaliation by way of charity> means; “If 
one pardons by way of charity, it will result in expiation for the 
aggressor and reward for the victim.”?! Sufyan Ath-Thawri said 
that ‘Ata’ bin As-Sa’ib said that Sa‘iid bin Jubayr said that Ibn 
‘Abbas said, ‘He who pardons the retaliation by way of charity, 
it will be an expiation for the aggressor and a reward for the 
victim with Allah.”°! Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this statement. 

Jabir bin ‘Abdullah said that Allah’s statement, 


<But if anyone remits the retaliation by way of charity, it shall 
be for him an expiation,> 


“For the victim.” This is also the opinion of Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri, [brahim An-Nakhai and Abu Ishaq Al-Hamdani. 


Ml Ahmad 2:217. 
[2] At-Tabari 10 :367. 
(3) At-Tabari 10 :326. 
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Imam Ahmad 
recorded that Ubadah 
bin As-Samit said, “I 
heard the Messenger 
of Allah saying, 
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z 4And whosoever 


does not judge by that which Allah has revealed, such are the 
unjust .> 


Earlier we mentioned the statements of ‘Ata’ and Tawus that 
there is Kufr and lesser Kufr, injustice and lesser injustice and 
Fisq and lesser Fisg. 


tAny man who suffers a 
wound on his body and 
forfeits his right of retalia- 
tion as way of charity, 
then Allah will pardon him 
that which is similar to 
what he forfeited .s!11 

An-Nasai”! and Ibn 
Jarir recorded this 
Hadith. 

Allah’s statement, 
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446. And in their footsteps, We sent ‘Isa, son of Maryam, 
(1) Ahmad 5:316. 


2] an-Nasa7 in Al-Kubré 6:335 and Ibn Jarir At-Tabari 10:364. The 
meaning of this Hdith is supported by other texts. 
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confirming the Tawrah that had come before him, and We gave 

him the Injil, in which was guidance and light and 

confirmation of the Tawrah that had come before it, a guidance 
-and an admonition for those who have Taqwa .> 


447. Let the people of the Injil judge by what Allah has revealed 
therein. And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has 
revealed, such are the rebellious.» 


Allah Mentions ‘Isa and Praises the Injil 
Allah said, 
45> 
and We sent...) meaning, We sent 
ah &> 


¢in their footsteps» meaning the Prophets of the Children of 
Israel, 
CBHI & AS HS ES Sf nd 
‘isi, son of Maryam, confirming the Tawrah that had come 
before him ,> 
meaning, he believed in it and ruled by it. 


C535 Bb as Lael 55> 
¢and We gave him the Injil, in which was guidance and light> 


a guidance that directs to the truth and a light that removes 
the doubts and solves disputes, 


- 5 


42H 5 oO 433 in Sie 


and confirmation of the Tawrah that had come before it,> 


meaning, he adhered to the Tawraéh, except for the few 
instances that clarified the truth where the Children of Israel 
differed. Allah states in another Ayah that ‘Isa said to the 
Children of Israel, 


. a > oll Bs jars pha § 5 AI> 
¢...and to make lawful to you part of what was forbidden to 
you .> 
So the scholars say that the Injil abrogated some of the 


19 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
rulings of the Tawrah. Allah’s statement, 
4A Wie s5 65b5> 
4a guidance and an admonition for those who have Taqwa.> 


means, We made the Injil guidance and an admonition that 
prohibits committing sins and errors, for those who have 
Taqwa of Allah and fear His warning and torment. 

Allah said next, 


dba HIS G saul JN Said 

<Let the people of the Injil judge by what Allah has revealed 

therein .> 
meaning, so that He judges the people of the Injil by it in their 
time. Or, the Ayah means, so that they believe in all that is in 
it and adhere to ail its commands, including the good news 
about the coming of Muhammad 2% and the command to 
believe in and follow him when he is sent. Allah said in other 
Ayat, 

5535 
<Say “‘O People of the Scripture! You have nothing (guidance) 
until you act according to the Tawrah, the Injil, and what has 
been sent down to you from your Lord.”’> and, 


CBG g pbs WG A532 ll CAN AI IDI OAL Std 
«Those who follow the Messenger, the Prophet who can neither 


read nor write whom they find written with them in the 
Tawrah...> until, 


dipsitiiy 
¢...successful.> Here, Allah said, 
4A Si AS Ot UG eee 5s 


<And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, 
such are the rebellious .> 


meaning, the rebellious and disobedient of Allah who prefer 
falsehood and abandon truth. We mentioned before that this 
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Ayah was revealed about the Christians, and this is evident 
from the context of the Ayah. 
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448. And We have sent down to you the Book (this Qur’an) in 
truth, confirming the Scripture that came before it and 
Muhayminan over it (old Scriptures). So judge between them 
by what Allah has revealed, and follow not their vain desires, 
diverging away from the truth that has come to you. To each 
among you, We have prescribed a law and a clear way. If Allah 
willed, He would have made you one nation, but that (He) may 
test you in what He has given you; so compete in good deeds. 
The return of you (all) is to Allah; then He will inform you 
about that in which you used to differ.> 

449. And so judge between them by what Allah has revealed 
and follow not their vain desires, but beware of them lest they 
turn you far away from some of that which Allah has sent down 
to you. And if they turn away, then know that Allah’s will is 
to punish them for some sins of theirs. And truly, most men 
are rebellious. 


450. Do they then seek the judgement of (the days of) 
ignorance? And who is better in judgement than Allah for a 
people who have firm faith.> 


Praising the Qur’an; the Command to Refer to the 
Qur’an for Judgment 

Allah mentioned the Tawrah that He sent down to His 

Prophet Musa, the one whom He spoke directly to, praising it, 

commanding that it should be implemented, before it was 
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abrogated. Allah then mentioned the Injil, praised it and 
commanded its people to adhere to it and follow it, as we 
stated. He next mentioned the Glorious Qur’aén that He sent 
down to His honorable servant and Messenger. Allah said, 


<i Sit Gy TG 
¢And We have sent down to you the Book in truth...> 
meaning, with the truth that, no doubt, is coming from Allah, 


4 Sechi & At oe Gi 
<confirming the Scripture that came before it> 


meaning, the Divinely Revealed Books that praised the Qur’an 
and mentioned that it would be sent down from Allah to His 
servant and Messenger Muhammad 3%. The Qur’én was 
revealed as was foretold in the previous Scriptures. This fact 
increased faith in the previous Scriptures for the sincere who 
have knowledge of these Scriptures, those who adhered to 
Allah’s commands and Laws and believed in His Messengers. 
Allah said, 
CGA 35 Wy GRD hes oe 
<Say ; “Believe in it or do not believe (in it). Verily, those who 
were given knowledge before it, when it is recited to them, fall 
down on their faces in humble prostration.” And they say: 
“Glory be to our Lord! Truly, the promise of our Lord must be 
fulfilled.”’> 
meaning that they say, the promise of our Lord, concerning 
the coming of Muhammad 3% by the words of His previous 
Messengers, will certainly be fulfilled. 

Allah’s statement, 


dk C05) 
¢and Muhayminan over itd 


means entrusted over it, according to Sufyan Ath-Thawri who 
narrated it from Abu Ishaq from At-Tamimi from Ibn ‘Abbas.!"! 


(1 At-Tabari 10 :378. 
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‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbaés said, “Muhaymin 
is, ‘the Trustworthy’. Allah says that the Qur’an is trustworthy 
over every Divine Book that preceded it.”"! This was reported 
from ‘krimah, Said bin Jubayr, Mujahid, Muhammad bin 
Ka‘b, ‘Atiyyah, Al-Hasan, Qataddah, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurdsdni, As- 
Suddi and Ibn Zayd.!?! Ibn Jarir said, “The Qur’an is 
trustworthy over the Books that preceded it. Therefore, 
whatever in these previous Books conforms to the Qur’an is 
true, and whatever disagrees with the Qur'an is false.” Al- 
Walibi said that Ibn ‘Abbas said that Muhayminan means, 
‘Witness’'5] Mujahid, Qatadah and As-Suddi said the same. 
Al-‘Awfi said that Ibn ‘Abbas said that Muhayminan means, 
‘dominant over the previous Scriptures’.'*!_ These meanings are 
similar, as the word Muhaymin includes them all. 
Consequently, the Qur’an is trustworthy, a witness, and 
dominant over every Scripture that preceded it. This Glorious 
Book, which Allah revealed as the Last and Final Book, is the 
most encompassing, glorious and perfect Book of all times. 
The Qur’aén includes all the good aspects of previous 
Scriptures and even more, which no previous Scripture ever 
contained. This is why Allah made it trustworthy, a witness 
and dominant over all Scriptures. Allah promised that He will 
protect the Qur’an and swore by His Most Honorable Self, 


4S had Ay Sai GS 32 Gp 
<Verily, We, it is We Who have sent down the Dhikr and 
surely, We will guard it (from corruption) .> 
Allah said, 
iii JA G 4S eact> 
€So judge between them by what Allah has revealed .> 


The Ayah commands: O Muhammad! Rule between the 
people, Arabs and non-Arabs, lettered and unlettered, by what 
Allah has revealed to you in this Glorious Book and what it 


0) At-Tabari 10:379. 
[2] At-Tabari 10 :377-380. 
(3! At-Tabari 10:377. 
(4) At-Tabari 10:379. 
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approves of for you from the Law of the previous Prophets, as 
Ibn Jarir said.!"! Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 
“The Prophet had the choice to judge between them or to turn 
away from them and refer them to their own Law. Then this 
Ayah was revealed, 


qa BG af TAG ve St hp 
€So judge between them by what Allah has revealed, and follow 
not their vain desires...> 


and he was commanded to judge between them by our 
Book.”.!2! 
Allah’s statement 


¢ 
2 


€dapal 55 5p 
¢and follow not their vain desires...> 
This means the ideas they promote, because of which they 
turned away from what Allah revealed to His Messengers. This 
is why Allah said, 
C Gail Se DAE Ce pha £55 > 
¢And follow not their vain desires, diverging away from the 
truth that has come to you.> 


The Ayah commands: Do not diverge from the truth that 
Allah has ordained for you, to the vain desires of these 
miserable, ignorant people. Allah’s statement, 


<To each among you, We have prescribed a law and a clear 
way .> Be eis 
dics XS US > 
<To each among you, We have prescribed a law> 
Shir‘at meaning, a clear path, as Ibn Abi Hatim recorded from 
Ibn ‘Abbas.'*! 
45505 Sh Penis il AL Tp 

[l At-Tabari 10:382. 
21 At-Tabari 10 :332. 
I At-Tabari 10 :387. 
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<If Allah willed, He would have made you one nation .> 

This is a general proclamation to all nations informing them 
of Allah’s mighty ability. If Allah wills, He would make all 
mankind follow one religion and one Law, that would never be 
abrogated. Allah decided that every Prophet would have his 
own distinct law that is later abrogated partially or totally with 
the law of a latter Prophet. Later on, all previous laws were 
abrogated by the Law that Allah sent with Muhammad 3%, His 
servant and Messenger, whom Allah sent to the people of earth 
as the Final Prophet. Allah said, 

C550 Cg Med GS, 15 Zh eats cit a 5> 

<If Allah willed, He would have made you one nation, but that 
(He) may test you in what He has given you.» 


This Ayah means, Allah has instituted different laws to test 
His servants’ obedience to what He legislates for them, thus, 
He rewards or punishes them according to their actions and 
what they intend. ‘Abdullah bin Kathir said that the Ayah, 


4555; Ge gp 
<In what He has given you.> means, of the Book. 
Next, Allah encouraged rushing to perform good deeds, 
<2 ED 
so strive as in a race in good deeds. 
which are obedience to Allah, following His Law that abrogated 
the laws that came before it, and believing in His Book, the 
Qur’an, which is the Final Book that He revealed. Allah said 
next, 
Reaeee ail SD 
<The return of you (all) is to Allah ;> 


Therefore, O people, your return and final destination is to 
Allah on the Day of Resurrection, 


<then He will inform you about that in which you used to 
differ .> 
Allah will inform you about the truth in which you used to 
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differ and will reward the sincere, as compensation for their 
sincerity, and will punish the disbelieving, rebellious people 
who rejected the truth and deviated from it to other paths, 
without proof or evidence to justify their actions. Rather, they 
have rejected the clear evidences, unequivocal proofs and 
established signs. Ad-Dahhak said that, 


455i EBD 
€So strive as in a race in good deeds.>is directed at the Ummah 


of Muhammad 3%, but the first view is more apparent. Allah’s 
statement, 


qradial 6S 5 a Git, a Kei hp 
¢And so judge between them by what Allah has revealed and 
follow not their vain desires,> 


emphasizes this command and forbids ignoring it. Allah said 
next, 
5, SG tas be OLE J iat 
<but beware of them lest they turn you far away from some of 
that which Allah has sent down to you .> 


meaning; beware of the Jews, your enemies, lest they distort 
the truth for you in what they convey to you. Therefore, do not 
be deceived by them, for they are liars, treacherous and 
disbelievers. 


4195 b> 


¢And if they turn away,> from the judgement that you pass in 
their disputes, and they defy Allah’s Law, 
ied) ake crn I BIA GI stp 
<then know that Allah’s will is to punish them for some sins of 
theirs .> 


meaning, know that this will occur according to the decree of 
Allah, and because out of His wisdom they have deviated from 
the truth, and because of their previous sins. 

can 


545 tS OS 55 


<And truly, most men are rebellious .> 
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Therefore, the majority of humans are disobedient to their 
Lord, defiant of the truth and deviate away from it. Allah said 
in other Ayat, 


CRs 22% $5 ASK AZ tsp 


¢And most people will not believe even if you desire it 
eagerly,» and, 
Cl Jeo BLA BST Cy & FEN US gd 
¢And if you obey most of those on the earth they will mislead 
you far away from Allah's path.> 
Muhammad bin Ishaq reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Ka‘b 
bin Asad, Ibn Saliba, ‘Abdullah bin Surya and Shas bin Qays 
said to each other, ‘Let us go to Muhammad to try and 
misguide him from his religion.’ So they went to the Prophet 
# and said, ‘O Muhammad! You know that we are the 
scholars, noblemen and chiefs of the Jews. If we follow you, the 
Jews will follow suit and will not contradict us. But, there is 
enmity between us and some of our people, so we will refer to 
you for judgement in this matter, and you should rule in our 


favor against them and we will believe in you.’ The Messenger of 
Allah 38 refused the offer and Allah sent down these Aydt about 


Jt ga5aeh qadipl aS 3% “5h JAG 2 ore ai gh> 
ay i 
¢And so judge between them by what Allah has revealed and 


follow not their vain desires, but beware of them lest they turn 
you far away from some of that which Allah has sent down to 


you.> until, 
€Ssas 2d 


¢for a people who have firm faith .>” 


Ibn Jarir!! and Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this Hadith. 
Allah continues, 


Catan SE Als Sot es St digi asp 
(1 At-Tabari 10:393. 
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<Do they then seek the judgement of (the days of) ignorance? 

And who is better in judgement than Allah for a people who 

have firm faith?> 

Allah criticizes those who ignore Allah’s commandments, 
which include every type of righteous good thing and prohibit 
every type of evil, but they refer instead to opinions, desires 
and customs that people themselves invented, all of which 
have no basis in Allah’s religion. During the time of Jahiliyyah, 
the people used to abide by the misguidance and ignorance 
that they invented by sheer opinion and lusts. The Tatar 
(Mongols) abided by the law that they inherited from their king 
Genghis Khan who wrote AI-Ydsiq, for them. This book 
contains some rulings that were derived from various religions, 
such as Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Many of these 
rulings were derived from his own opinion and desires. Later 
on, these rulings became the followed law among his children, 
preferring them to the Law of the Book of Allah and the 
Sunnah of His Messenger #%. Therefore, whoever does this, he 
is a disbeliever who deserves to be fought against, until he 
reverts to Allah’s and His Messenger’s decisions, so that no law, 
minor or major, is referred to except by His Law. Allah said, 


4535 Hight Said 
<Do they then seek the judgement of (the days of) ignorance?) 


meaning, they desire and want this and ignore Allah’s 
judgement, 
ifn oA SS AIS Sal 
¢And who is better in judgement than Allah for a people who 
have firm faith?» 

Who is more just in decision than Allah for those who 
comprehend Allah’s Law, believe in Him, who are certain that 
Allah is the best among those who give decisions and that He 
is more merciful with His creation than the mother with her 
own child? Allah has perfect knowledge of everything, is able 
to do all things, and He is just in all matters. 

Al-Hafiz Abu Al-Qasim At-Tabaraéni recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said that the Messenger of Allah 3% said, 


pb thy betel 2 YS A des al Ht Sail 
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‘The most hated person 
to Allah is the Muslim 
who seeks the ways of 
the days of ignorance 
and he who seeks to shed 
the blood of a person 
without justification .9!"! 

Al-Bukhari recorded 
Abu Al-Yamadn 
narrating a similar 
Hadith, with some 
addition.'! 
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451. O you who believe! Do not take friends from the Jews and 
the Christians, as they are but friends of each other. And if any 
among you befriends them, then surely, he is one of them. 
Verily, Allah guides not those people who are the wrongdoers.> 


€52. And you see those in whose hearts there is a disease, they 
hurry to their friendship, saying : “We fear lest some misfortune 


of a disaster may befall us.” 


Perhaps Allah may bring a victory 


or a decision according to His will. Then they will become 


0) At-Tabarani 10:374. 
2] Fath ALBGri 12:219. 
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regretful for what they have been keeping as a secret in 
themselves .> 


€53. And those who believe will say: ‘‘Are these the men who 
swore their strongest oaths by Allah that they were with you?” 
All that they did has been in vain, and they have become the 
losers.> 


The Prohibition of Taking the Jews, Christians and 
Enemies of Islam as Friends 


Allah forbids His believing servants from having Jews and 
Christians as friends, because they are the enemies of Islam 
and its people, may Allah curse them. Allah then states that 
they are friends of each other and He gives a warning threat to 
those who do this, 


Ces Op Ke AS > 


¢And if any among you befriends them, then surely he is one of 
them .> 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘Umar ordered Abu Misa Al- 
Ash‘ari to send him on one sheet of balance the count of what 
he took in and what he spent. Abu Musa then had a Christian 
scribe, and he was able to comply with Umar’s demand. 
‘Umar liked what he saw and exclaimed, “This scribe is 
proficient. Would you read in the Masjid a letter that came to 
us from Ash-Shaém?” Abu Musa said, ‘He cannot.” Umar said, 
“Is he not pure?” Abu Musa said, “No, but he is Christian.” 
Abu Musa said, “So Umar admonished me and poked my 
thigh (with his finger), saying, ‘Drive him out (from Al- 
Madinah).’ He then recited, 


Sah Shh Sal ba Ve Sat Ged 
<O you who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians as 
friends... yp"! 


Then he reported that ‘Abdullah bin Utbah said, “Let one of 
you beware that he might be a Jew or a Christian, while 
unaware.” The narrator of this statement said, “We thought 
that he was referring to the Ayah, 


11) Ad-Durr Al-Manthtr 3:100. 
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tae 


Gah Sait GS han oat CD 
€O you who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians as 
friends,p""") Allah said, 
€3F mys 3 Ell SBD 
¢And you see those in whose hearts there is a disease ...> 
A disease of doubt, hesitation and hypocrisy. 
€ ins Sst Ad 
<they hurry to their friendship,» meaning, they rush to offer them 
their friendship and allegiances in secret and in public, 
CBG I gs ID 
ésaying : “We fear lest some misfortune of a disaster may befall 
us."> 


They thus offer this excuse for their friendship and 
allegiances to the disbelievers, saying that they fear that the 
disbelievers might defeat the Muslims, so they want to be in 
favor with the Jews and Christians, to use this favor for their 
benefit in that eventuality! Allah replied, 


ort 


écail, o S 
<Perhaps Allah may bring a victory...) referring to the 
conquering of Makkah, according to As-Suddi.!?! 


done A Sp 


¢or a decision according to His will» requiring the Jews and 
Christians to pay the Jizyah, as As-Suddi stated, 


ot 


din i> 


<Then they will become> meaning, the hypocrites who gave 
their friendship to the Jews and Christians, will become, 


Gegcil a idl t GD 


¢for what they have been keeping as a secret in themselves} of 
allegiances, 


0! Ibn Abi Hatim 4:1156. 
(2) At-Tabari 10:405. 
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<<ndd 


¢regretful,> for their friendship with the Jews and Christians 
which did not benefit them or protect them from any harm. 
Rather, it was nothing but harm, as Allah exposed their true 
reality to His faithful servants in this life, although they tried to 
conceal it. When the signs that exposed their hypocrisy were 
compiled against them, their matter became clear to Allah’s 
faithful servants. So the believers were amazed at these 
hypocrites who pretended to be believers, swearing to their 
faithfulness, yet their claims were all lies and deceit. This is 
why Allah said, 

FS eA a <a eS SA OS 


¢And those who believe will say, “Are these the men who 
swore their strongest oaths by Allah that they were with you?” 
All that they did has been in vain, and they have become the 
losers .> 


7 eate ae 2 ob do “f gte orn a Seo 0 thee 0 Be ob 
Soak BN ihh5 Oh GE SSG ce ot Be BF ike ST Hle> 


Qe A vt vw 


AGS ot agit Bt LS OS BN OS GEG Bt ne a Gols GpKT § 
os 1S Si SOT Spe Gail Lee Sd Ate i Ry Cy te bb tb 
CGR 2 a op 6 Gat Sah dts at SE os aes 
€54. O you who believe! Whoever from among you turns back 
from his religion (Islam), Allah will bring a people whom He 
will love and they will love Him; humble towards the believers, 
stern towards the disbelievers, fighting in the way of Allah, and 
never fearing the blame of the blamers. That is the grace of 
Allah which He bestows on whom He wills. And Allah is All- 
Sufficient for His creatures’ needs, All-Knower.> 
455. Verily, your Protector is Allah, His Messenger, and the 
believers, those who perform the Salah, and give Zakah, and 
they bow down.> 
456. And whosoever takes Allah, His Messenger, and those 


who have believed, as protectors, then the party of Allah will be 
the victorious .> 
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Threatening to Replace the Believers With Another 
People if They Revert from Islam 

Allah emphasizes His mighty ability and states that whoever 
reverts from supporting His religion and establishing His Law, 
then Allah will replace them with whomever is better, mightier 
and more righteous in Allah’s religion and Law. Allah said in 
other Aydt, 

(SENS 9A Re OF EG HE Spd 
4And if you turn away, He will exchange you for some other 
people and they will not be your likes.> and, 


Base gle ols Seok 4 Bh ENG gaat Gt ai AG tp 

(Diya HBS 
<Do you not see that Allah has created the heavens and the 
earth with truth? If He will, He can remove you and bring (in 


your place) a new creation! And for Allah that is not hard or 
difficult.>[14:19-20}. 


Verily this is not difficult or hard on Allah. Allah said here, 


dose oF Ke Bi Vian nit hep 


€O you who believe! Whoever from among you turns back from 
his religion...» 
and turns back from the truth to falsehood, from now until 
the commencement of the Last Hour. Allah said next, 
455 ES Seti & Ald 
<humble towards the believers, stern towards the disbelievers.> 


These are the qualities of perfect believers, as they are 
humble with their believing brothers and allies, stern with 
their enemies and adversaries. In another Ayah, Allah said, 


M pom geoea Shere nn yee G pee 0 See Mee oe$ 
qe MS NEN EN A lly ot Sos he 
«Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah. And those who are 


with him are severe against disbelievers, and merciful among 
themselves .> 


The Prophet #% is described as the smiling fighter, smiling to 
his allies and fighting his enemies. Allah’s statement, 


a Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
8 BF BEG Ht yc a GoAGZ 


¢Fighting in the way of Allah, and never fearing the blame of 
the blamers.> 


Nothing prevents them from obeying Allah, establishing His 
Law, fighting His enemies, enjoining righteousness and 
forbidding evil. Certainly, nothing prevents them from taking 
this path, neither someone who seeks to hinder them, nor one 
who blames or chastises them. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Dharr said, “My Khalil 
(intimate friend, the Messenger) has commanded me to do 
seven deeds. He commanded me to love the poor and to be 
close to them. He commanded me to look at those who are 
less than me and not those who are above me. He commanded 
me to keep the relations of the womb, even if they cut it. He 
commanded me not to ask anyone for anything, to say the 
truth even if it was bitter, and to not fear the blame of anyone 
for the sake of Allah. He commanded me to often repeat, ‘La 
hawla wa lad quwwata illa billah (There is no strength or 
power except from Allah)’, for these words are from a treasure 
under the Throne (of Allah).”'! It is confirmed in the Sahih; 


HE 38 Of yl) aS w 
(The believer is not required to humiliate himself.» 
He # was asked; “How does one humiliate himself, O 
Messenger of Allah?” So he 3% replied; 
a alas Yu wh iy (ie 5D 


«He takes on tests that he cannot bear .»!?! 


€That is the grace of Allah which He bestows on whom He 
wills .> 


meaning, those who have these qualities, acquired it by Allah’s 
bounty and favor and because He granted them these 
qualities. 

(') Ahmad 5:405, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6:531, and Ibn Majah 2 :1332. 
I2) Ahmad 5:159. 
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¢And Allah is All-Sufficient for His creatures’ needs, All- 
Knower,> 


His favor is ever extending, and He has perfect knowledge of 
those who deserve or do not deserve His favor and bounty. 
Allah’s statement, 


iat al Ast ts CLD 


Verily, your Protector is Allah, His Messenger, and the 
believers...> 


means, the Jews are not your friends. Rather, your allegiance 
is to Allah, His Messenger and the faithful believers. 


CiS5i Ss GT Sk Sell> 
<those who perform the Salah, and give the Zakah...> 


referring to the believers who have these qualities and 
establish the prayer, which is one of the most important 
pillars of Islam, for it includes worshipping Allah alone without 
partners. They pay Zakdh, which is the right of the creation 
and a type of help extended to the needy and the poor. As for 
Allah’s statement, 


BOSE 
¢and they bow down,> some people thought that they give the 
Zakah while bowing down. If this were the case, then paying 
the Zakah while bowing would be the best form of giving Zakah. 


No scholar from whom religious rulings are taken says this, as 
much as we know. Therefore, 


45555 a> 
¢and they bow down,} means, they attend the prayer in 
congregation in Allah’s Masjids and spend by way of charity on 
the various needs of Muslims. Allah said; 
diatsll 2 At Sie Of Gx Sib dts aE 
¢And whosoever takes Allah, His Messenger, and those who 


have believed, as protectors, then the party of Allah will be the 
victorious .> 
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¢Allah has decreed: 
“Verily, it is I and My 
Messengers who shall be 
dally the victorious.” Verily, 
OX tA 2 Agate oh acerene Allah is All-Powerful, 
OS CATs pases Almighty. You oa ak 
find any people who believe in Allah and the Last Day, making 
friendship with those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, even 
though they were their fathers or their sons or their brothers or their 
kindred (people). For such He has written faith in their hearts, and 
strengthened them with a Riuh (proof) from Himself. And He will 
admit them to Gardens (Paradise) under which rivers flow to dwell 
therein (forever). Allah is pleased with them, and they with Him. 
They are the party of Allah. Verily, it is the party of Allah that will 
be the successful .> 

Therefore, those who accept the allegiance of Allah - His 
Messenger and the faithful believers - will gain success in this 
life and the Hereafter. Hence Allah's statement here, 


COA 28 al oe Of Kee OSG Hite aE 


€And whosoever takes Allah, His Messenger, and those who 


; € 
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have believed, as protectors, then the party of Allah will be the 
victorious .> 
KB on SSH SN GG A Be, ET Galt UAE ex GH Cd 
ius OG GE CAE elt Gy BSE Gy tH i iG SS tds 
413s V8 28 
457. O you who believe! Do not take as friends those who take 
your religion for a mockery and fun from those who received the 
Scriptures before you, and (nor) the disbelievers; and have 
Taqwa of Allah if you indeed are true believers.> 


458. And when you proclaim the call for the Salah, they take it 
(but) as a mockery and fun; that is because they are a people 
who understand not.> 


The Prohibition of Being Loyal Friends with Disbelievers 


This Ayah discourages and forbids taking the enemies of 
Islam and its people, such as the People of the Book and the 
polytheists, as friends. These disbelievers mock the most 
important acts that any person could ever perform, the 
honorable, pure acts of Islam which include all types of good 
for this life and the Hereafter. They mock such acts and make 
them the subject of jest and play, because this is what these 
acts represent in their misguided minds and cold hearts. 

Allah said; 

45S SE on SESS al wD 
¢from those who received the Scriptures before you and (nor) 
the disbelievers...> 

This is to clarify the particular category (of disbelievers). As 
Allah said, 

423M & al csp 
¢So shun the evil of the idols...> [22:30] 


So some recited it “Kuffari”, making it an object of the 
preposition, and others recited it “Kuffara”, making it a 
predicate noun; 


2 


KGS oe ESIGN ol 5 GA Sey ET at UE > 
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Take not as friends those who take your religion for a mockery 
and fun from those who received the Scriptures before you...> 
with the meaning of “nor”, 
iy 55> 
nor the disbelievers as friends» 
That is, do not take these people nor those people as friends. 
The meaning here of “Kuffar” (disbelievers] is idolators. 
Similarly, Ibn Jarir recorded that in the recitation of Ibn 
Mas‘id [in place of “Kuffar” he recited it: “and those who 
commit Shirk! 
Allah’s statement, 


- oh DS 


Sead OF oy di UaGD 
¢And have Taqwa of Allah if you indeed are true believers.> 
means, fear Allah and do not take the enemies of you and 
your religion as friends, if you believe in Allah’s Law and 


religion that these people mocked and jested about. Allah said 
in another Ayah, 


QE Se BS Sa 5 Ea ob oo TDN Sit SBE ack A 

CS ill Bi ys AES a tets be Aes SY 
<Let not the believers take the disbelievers as friends instead of 
the believers, and whoever does that, will never be helped by 
Allah in any way, except if you indeed fear a danger from 


them. And Allah warns you against Himself, and to Allah is 
the final return.> 


The Disbelievers Mock the Prayer and the Adhdadn 
Allah said, 
405; Of GE gyleat Gy te 5p 
€And when you proclaim the call for the Salah, they take it 
(but) as a mockery and fun ;> 
When you proclaim the Adhdn for the prayer, which is the 
best action there is, for those who have sound minds and good 


Ol at-Tabari 10:430. 
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comprehension, 
r eerie 
¢they take it...> also, 
esis S35 El as Oh ct 
<as a mockery and fun; that is because they are a people who 
understand not .> 


the acts of worship and Allah’s Law. These are the 
characteristics of the followers of Shaytaén who, 


cpa U8 gl es VS bis af gotat TG 3h OW Ge tip 
hs S BIOS ga ye al plan oF os Sot Sat 
J Jeo Gis Se 25h 3 Bw ds S50 ds 3551S oS echt 
ee IS Sake Sl ays Sash 565 Oe Le 6S gl 
«When the call for prayer is made, Shaytan takes to his heels 
passing wind so that he may not hear the Adhan. When the call 
is finished he comes back, and when the Iqamah is pronounced, 
Shaytan again takes to his heels. When the Iqamah is finished 
he comes back again and tries to interfere with the person and 
his thoughts and to say, ‘Remember this and that,’ which he 
has not thought of before the prayer, until the praying person 
forgets how much he has prayed. If anyone of you does not 
remember, then he should perform two prostrations before 
pronouncing the Salam 0! 
This Hadith is agreed upon. Az-Zuhri said, “Allah mentioned 
the Adhadn in His Book, 


ae doe “seats Z 5g Pe ee ne Pra 
dati FOS 2eh ys OTS ie Gy aet LST Gy Ee 55> 


¢And when you proclaim the call for the Salah, they take it 
(but) as a mockery and fun; that is because they are a people 
who understand not.>” 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this statement.'?! 
BG Sn WG Gh ING ot Gr Sy G ote b sit See bp 
1) A)-Bukhari nos. 608, 1222, 1231 and Muslim 1 :291, 398. 
[2] thn Abi Hatim 4:1164. 
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€59. Say: “O People of the Scripture! Do you criticize us for 
no other reason than that we believe in Allah, and in what has 
been sent down to us and in that which has been sent down 
before (us), and that most of you are rebellious?’’> 


<60. Say: “Shall I inform you of something worse than that, 
regarding the recompense from Allah: those who incurred the 
curse of Allah and His wrath, and those of whom He 
transformed into monkeys and swine, and those who worshipped 
Taghut; such are worse in rank, and far more astray from the 
straight path.”’> 


461. When they come to you, they say: ‘We believe.” But in 
fact they enter with disbelief and they go out with the same. 
And Allah knows all that they were hiding .> 


€62. And you see many of them hurrying for sin and 
transgression, and eating illegal things. Evil indeed is that 
which they have been doing .> 


€63. Why do not the Rabbaniyytin and the Ahbar forbid them 
from uttering sinful words and from eating illegal things. Evil 
indeed is that which they have been performing .> 


The People of the Book are Enraged at the Believers 
Because of their Faith in Allah 


Allah commands: Say, O Muhammad, to those who mock 
and jest about your religion from among the People of the 
Scriptures, 

455 oe SAS SA Os Sh eS, G Sas Tp 
Do you criticize us for no other reason than that we believe in 
Allah, and in what has been sent down to us and in that which 
has been sent down before (us)?> 
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Do you have any criticism or cause of blame for us, other 
than this? This, by no means, is cause of blame or criticism. 
Allah said in other Aydt, 

iS acell AN oll ah HS NY te (5 wp 
¢And they had no fault except that they believed in Allah, the 
Almighty, Worthy of all praise!> 
and, 
4S o Arp Ol QTY RS 0 
dand they could not a any cause to do so except that Allah 
and His Messenger had enriched them of His bounty .>[9:74] 
In an agreed upon Hadith, the Prophet 3 said, 
eto BEE 15. SE SFY Jat S21 pati ue 
«What caused Ibn Jamil to Yangim (refuse to give Zakah), 
although he was poor and Allah made him rich?0! 

Allah’s statement, 


45525 SSI hd 
¢and that most of you are Cee is connected to 
455 oe SAG Gy SA 5 St Ex Sip 
¢that we believe in Allah, and in that which has been sent 


down to us and in that which has been sent down before (us).> 


Therefore, the meaning of this part of the Ayah is: we also 
believe that most of you are rebellious and deviated from the 
straight path. : 


The People of the Scriptures Deserve the Worst Torment 
on the Day of Resurrection 


Allah said next, 
«Say: “Shall I inform you of something worse than that, 
regarding the recompense from Allah?"> 


The Ayah commands the Prophet #% to say: Shall I inform 


1] Fath Al-Bari 3:388, Muslim 2 :676. 
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you about a worse people with Allah on the Day of Resurrection 
than what you think of us? They are you, with these 
characteristics, 


i Sd 


<those who incurred the curse of Allah» were expelled from 
His mercy, 


dk si; 

¢and who incurred His wrath> and anger, after which He will 

never be pleased with them, 
4550, taal Me Seay 
those of whom He transformed into monkeys and swine,> 

as we mentioned in Strat Al-Bagarah (2) and as we will 
mention in Sdrat Al-A‘raf (7). Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated that 
Ibn Mas‘id said, “Allah’s Messenger 2 was asked if the 


current monkeys and swine were those whom Allah 
transformed. He said, 
SSoahh yy tae V5 A A ad GS be il cuss Sug i a bp 
0S JF CAS 555i; 
‘Allah never destroyed a people by transforming them and 
making offspring or descendants for them. The monkeys and 
swine existed before that.» 
This was also recorded by Muslim. !?! 
Allah said, 


dept <5 

<Those who worshipped Taghit...> 
and served them, becoming their servants. The meaning of this 
Ayah is: you, O People of the Scriptures, who mock our 
religion, which consists of Allah’s Tawhid, and singling Him 
out in worship without others, how can you mock us while 
these are your characteristics? This is why Allah said, 

665 % ASIP 

"1 Mushkil ALAthar 4 :275. 
71 Muslim 4 :2051. 
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such are worse in rank...» than what you — People of the 
Scriptures — think of us Muslims, 


deci Se os Sap 
¢and far more astray from the straight path.> 
‘More’ in the Ayah does not mean that the other party is 


less’ astray, but it means that the People of the Scriptures are 
far astray. In another Ayah, Allah said, 


Lee ot 


AI al Behe Bor ne eee + 0% 
40s BN, a TS ae ET Ctl 


<The dwellers of Paradise will, on that Day, have the best 
abode, and have the fairest of places for repose .> 


The Hypocrites Pretend to be Believers but Hide their 
Kufr 
Allah said, 
hog (AEB py KI EE BS an PE Sore ty 
<When they come to you, they say, “We believe.” But in fact 


they enter with (an intention of) disbelief and they go out with 
the same .> 


This is the description of the hypocrites, for they pretend to 
be believers while their hearts hide Kufr. So Allah said; 


iis 
<But in fact they enter» on you, O Muhammad, 
€ itp 
qwith disbelief in their hearts and they depart with Kufr, and 
this is why they do not benefit from the knowledge they hear 
from you, nor does the advice and reminder move them. So, 
4505 5 BD 
<and they go out with the same> meaning, they alone, 


ase 
uv. 


2 Be 5d yp 
¢and Allah knows all that they were hiding .> 


Allah knows their secrets and what their hearts conceal, 
even if they pretend otherwise with His creatures, thus 
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pretending to be what they are not. Allah, Who has perfect 
knowledge of the seen and unseen, has more knowledge about 
the hypocrites than any of His creatures do and He will 
recompense them accordingly. Allah’s statement, 
dest yeh shih A 4 Oe a 
¢And you see many of them (Jews) hurrying for sin and 
transgression, and eating illegal things.> 
They hurry to devour prohibited and illegal things, all the 
while transgressing against people, unjustly consuming their 
property through bribes and Riba, 
dies WE ue CED 
¢Evil indeed is that which they have been doing .> 


Indeed, horrible is that which they used to do and the 
transgression that they committed. 


Criticizing Rabbis and Learned Religious Men for Giving 
up on Forbidding Evil 


Allah said, 
Bec Ais Entity yi us 2 OEMS ch ME LD 
<Why do not the Rabbaniyyiin and the Ahbar forbid them from 


uttering sinful words and from eating illegal things. Evil indeed 

is that which they have been performing .> 
meaning why don’t the Rabbaniyyiin and the Ahbar forbid 
them from this evil? The Rabbaniyytin are the scholars who 
are in positions of authority, while the Ahbar are the regular 
scholars. 

etm UY G Zip 
<Evil indeed is that which they have been performing.> 

referring to the Rabbdaniyyun, as ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported 
from Ibn ‘Abbas,!'! because they abandoned forbidding evil. 
Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “There is no Ayah in 
the Qur’an that has more severe admonition than this Ayah, 


(1) At-Tabari 10:450. 
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BO a sti Sst 2 Syi aS SENG che 4 L> 
ag ae be 
Why do not the Rabbaniyytin and the Ahbar forbid them from 
uttering sinful words and from eating illegal things. Evil indeed 
is that which they have been performing .»”™"| 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Yahya bin Ya‘mar said, “ ‘Ali bin 
Abi Talib once gave a speech, which he started by praising 
Allah and thanking Him. He then said, ‘O people! Those who 
were before you were destroyed because they committed sins 
and the Rabbdniyytin and Ahbar did not forbid them from evil. 
When they persisted in sin, they were overcome by 
punishment. Therefore, enjoin righteousness and forbid evil 
before what they suffered also strikes you. Know that enjoining 
righteousness and forbidding evil does not reduce the 
provision or shorten the term of life.”?!_ Imam Ahmad recorded 
that Jarir said that the Messenger of Allah # said, 


pete ate cote te buf oot a Foe 2 byte ° 
Uys oly «eels Se Sel A poy Jee fs pa abl 55 OK 0B be wo 


Mc s p26 4 
told, Sy at Gtol YI 


‘There is no people among whom there are those who commit 
sins, while the rest are more powerful and mightier than the 
sinners, yet they do not stop them, but Allah will send a 
punishment upon them.» 


Ahmad was alone with this wording.!*! Abu Dawud recorded 
it, but in his narration Jarir said, “I heard the Messenger of 
Allah # saying, 
at) até ree if O95 kts peal ee nen es j 9X Je) oy as 

1827 OF JS lig Gt egal Ye 


‘There is no one who resides among people commiting evil 
among them, and they do not stop him though they are able to 
do so, but Allah will punish them [all] before they die.v’"| 


(1) At-Tabari 10:449. 

2] Kanz Al-‘Ummal 3 :683. 
(3) Ahmad 4:363. 

41 Abu Dawud 4:510. 
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464. The Jews say: “Allah's Hand is tied up.” Be their hands 
tied up and be they accursed for what they uttered. Nay, both 
His Hands are widely outstretched. He spends as He wills. 

Verily, the revelation that has come to you from your Lord 
makes many of them increase in rebellion and disbelief. We have 
put enmity and hatred among them till the Day of 
Resurrection. Every time they kindled the fire of war, Allah 
extinguished it; and they (ever) strive to make mischief on the 
earth. And Allah does not like the mischief-makers.> 


€65. And if only the People of the Scripture had believed and 
had Taqwa, We would indeed have expiated for them their sins 


() Tbn Majah 2:1329. 
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and admitted them to Gardens of pleasure (in Paradise) .> 


466. And if only they had acted according to the Tawrah, the 
Injil, and what has (now) been sent down to them from their 
Lord (the Qur'an), they would surely have gotten provision 
from above them and from underneath their feet. And among 
them is a Muqtasid Ummah, but for most of them; evil is their 
work.> 


The Jews Say That Allah’s Hand is Tied up! 


Allah states that the Jews, may Allah’s continuous curses 
descend on them until the Day of Resurrection, describe Him 
as a miser. Allah is far holier than what they attribute to Him. 
The Jews also claim that Allah is poor, while they are rich. ‘Ali 
bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on Allah’s 
statement, 


Cisse SD 
<The Jews say, “Allah's Hand is tied up."> 

“They do not mean that Allah’s Hand is literally tied up. 
Rather, they mean that He is a miser and does not spend from 
what He has. Allah is far holier than what they attribute to 
Him.”!'! Similar was reported from Mujahid, ‘Ikrimah, 
Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ad-Dahhak.?! Allah said in another 
Ayah, 

RE Oh OG TF EG a A YE A Je 
¢And let not your hand be tied (like a miser) to your neck, nor 
stretch it forth to its utmost reach (like a spendthrift), so that 
you become blameworthy and in severe poverty.> 

In this Ayah, Allah prohibits stinginess and extravagance, 
which includes unnecessary and improper expenditures. Allah 
describes stinginess by saying, 


daze J Ge 34 5 t5> 
¢And let not your hand be tied (like a miser) to your neck.> 
Therefore, this is the meaning that the Jews meant, may 


[1 At-Tabari 10 :452. 
(21 At-Tabari 10:453. 
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Allah’s curses be on them. ‘Tkrimah said that this Ayah was 
revealed about Finhds, one of the Jews,'!! may Allah curse 
him. We mentioned before that Finhas said, 
CS 5 35 dD 
<"Truly, Allah is poor and we are rich!’’> 
and that Abu Bakr smacked him. Allah has refuted what the 
Jews attribute to Him and cursed them in retaliation for their 
lies and fabrications about Him. Allah said, 
4536 5 BS cel cp 
<Be their hands tied up and be they accursed for what they 
uttered .> 
What Allah said occurred, for the Jews are indeed miserly, 
envious, cowards and tremendously humiliated. Allah said in 
other Aydt, 
Hoe GS pol gk A srs Oat ops Top obit 28 oA HD 
Bike RE Gy CG CaS cay Sue Ce SS op 
€Or have they a share in the dominion? Then in that case they 
would not give mankind even a Nagir. Or do they envy men 
for what Allah has given them of His bounty? Then, We had 


already given the family of Ibrahim the Book and the Hikmah, 
and conferred upon them a great kingdom.> and, 


CAM 4 EAD 
€Indignity is put over them.> 


Allah’s Hands are Widely Outstretched 
Allah said next, 
555 oS ere ae earn ng > 


<Nay, both His Hands are widely outstretched. He spends (of 
His bounty) as He wills .> 


Allah’s favors are ample, His bounty unlimited, as He owns 
the treasures of everything. Any good that reaches His 


0) At-Tabari 10:153. 
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servants is from Him alone, without partners. He has created 
everything that we need by night or by day, while traveling or 
at home and in all situations and conditions. Allah said, 
Kooy ty Gtk I coe WS gg sic oO Jee of Ky 
AAS 


43a 2455 


¢And He gave you of all that you asked for, and if you count 
the blessings of Allah, never will you be able to count them. 
Verily, man is indeed an extreme wrongdoer, an extreme 
ingrate.> 


There are many other Aydt on this subject. Imam Ahmad bin 
Hanbal said that ‘Abdur-Razz&q narrated to him that Ma‘mar 
said that Hammam bin Munabbih said, “This is what Abu 
Hurayrah narrated to us that the Messenger of Allah 2 said, 

is gil we ahhh oui, gon ke BE es VG ail Saat Op 
Be bg5 i WE se BG Ga I ey orp BE 

ais OH a SAM os 35 ttl 
tAllah’s Right Hand is perfectly full, and no amount of 
spending can decrease what He has, even though He spends by 
night and by day. Do you see how much Allah has spent since 
He created the heavens and earth? Yet surely it has not 
decreased what He has in His Right Hand. His Throne is over 


the water and in His Other Hand is the hold by which He 
raises and lowers.» 


He also said, 
cle Sel gat syed an gi 
«Allah said, ‘Spend and I will spend on you ‘01! 
This Hadith was recorded in the Two Sahihs.!?! 


The Revelation to the Muslims only Adds to the 
Transgression and Disbelief of the Jews 


Allah said, 


0) Ahmad 2:313. 
[2] Fath Al-Bari 13:415, Muslim 2 :691. 
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5 2G ve HAE OS Saghp 


<Verily, the revelation that has come to you from your Lord 
makes many of them increase in rebellion and disbelief.> 


meaning, the bounty that comes to you, O Muhammad, is a 
calamity for your enemies, the Jews and their kind. The more 
the revelation increases the believers in faith, good works, and 
beneficial knowledge, the more the disbelievers increase in 
envy for you and your Ummah, the more they increase in 
Tughyan — which is to exceed the ordained limits for things - 
and in disbelief - meaning denial of you. Allah said in other 
Aydt, 
See BS TA) pti GSB Y Sealy ty si ts ls 5 BD 
dod KE oe Hit, AH ‘nz 


<Say: “It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And 
as for those who disbelieve, there is heaviness (deafness) in their 
ears, and it is blindness for them. They are those who are called 
from a place far away.”> and, 


wal 77 Fe 8 Oe ae Doses Broce ye 78 7 wed ee 2 heeds 
EADS YY Sulit ap Vy Seep GH; tle Jab gail 3. IS5> 


¢And We send down of the Qur'an that which is a healing and 
a mercy to those who believe, and it increases wrongdoers in 
nothing but loss.> 


Allah said next, 
We have put enmity and hatred among them till the Day of 
Resurrection .> 


Therefore, their hearts are never united. Rather, their various 
groups and sects will always have enmity and hatred for each 
other, because they do not agree on the truth, and because 
they opposed you and denied you. 

Allah’s statement, 


3 lait i v6 West > 
<Every time they kindled the fire of war, Allah extinguished it ;> 
means, every time they try to plot against you and kindled the 
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fire of war, Allah extinguishes it and makes their plots turn 
against them. Therefore, their evil plots will return to harm 
them. 
Cisetil 22 55 0S MT 4 GEG 
¢and they (ever) strive to make mischief on earth. And Allah 
does not like the mischief-makers.> 


It is their habit to always strive to cause mischief on the 
earth, and Allah does not like those with such behavior. 


Had the People of the Book Adhered to their Book, they 
Would Have Acquired the Good of this Life and the 
Hereafter 


Allah said next, 
85 toe Seat SI Sep 
€And if only the People of the Scripture had believed and had 
Taqwa...> 


Consequently, had the People of the Book believed in Allah 
and His Messenger 2% and avoided the sins and prohibitions 
that they committed; 


* 


Col ok HESS sts fee ED 
<We would indeed have expiated for them their sins and 
admitted them to Gardens of pleasure (in Paradise) .> 


meaning We would have removed the dangers from them and 
granted them their objectives. 


wee re? 


455 of pal SAG Ley Saat Hal I Sop 
€And if only they had acted according to the Tawrah, the Injil, 
and what has (now) been sent down to them from their Lord,> 
meaning, the Qur’an, as Ibn ‘Abbas and others said.!! 
42g) oF 5 285 o EN 

<they would surely have gotten provision from above them and 
from underneath their feet.> 
Had they adhered to the Books that they have with them 


(1 At-Tabari 10:463. 
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which they inherited from the Prophets, without altering or 
changing these Books, these would have directed them to 
follow the truth and implement the revelation that Allah sent 
Muhammad # with. These Books testify to the Prophet’s truth 
and command that he must be followed. 

Allah’s statement, 


Cig cB ond SBS 02 END 
<they would surely have gotten provision from above them and 
from underneath their feet.> 
refers to the tremendous provision that would have descended 
to them from the sky and grown for them on the earth. Allah 
said in another Ayah, 
es eR se wet GANS $5) 


€And if the ee of t ne towns had believed and had Taqwa, 
certainly, We should have opened for them blessings from the 
heaven and the earth.> 


Allah’s statement, 
4845 0 He os 2S Tals Eh a> 
<And among them is a Mugqtasid Ummah, but for most of 
them ; evil is their work.» 
is similar to Allah’s statement, 
EMIS 45 HM Sot Bt 23 5? 

4And of the people of Musd there is a community who lead (the 
men) with truth and establish justice therewith .>{7:159] 


and His statement about the followers of ‘is4, peace be upon 
him, 


mie ede “4 15, iis 


Cs 325, ai Sil Ces 
<So We gave those among them who believed, their (due) 
reward .> 


Therefore, Allah gave them the highest grade of Iqtisad, 
which is the middle course, given to this Ummah. Above them 
there is the grade of Sabiqin, as Allah described in His 
statement; 


ne 4 ek ath tee 


egies tins tel Wh 2455 bate & Gl CAST Sail Csi Gist A> 


Stirah 5. Al-Ma‘idah (67) (Part-6) 227 


4 SrR obser or § oe Sores 
. * 


ott, ~ 0 i - lye scores of 
Ope Vb gle CER Tr A Sali hall iyi cal od SSSI Gc 


CES 8 RG OD So AEG 
€Then We gave the Book as inheritance to such of Our servants 
whom We chose. Then of them are some who wrong themselves, 
and of them are some who follow a middle course, and of them 
are some who, by Allah’s permission, are Sabiq (foremost) in 
good deeds. That itself is indeed a great grace. ‘Adn (Eden) 
Paradise (everlasting Gardens) will they enter, therein will they 
be adorned with bracelets of gold and pearls, and their garments 
there will be of silk.>[35:32-33] 


- ve 


te tg ever - %.. or 8 oo, tee 22 (Ate 
aay Ne, SG Se Sols ay Ooh Gt we SAS Ce ep 


49,350 Hal cae V dl 3 Bil 5. es 

467. O Messenger! Convey what has been sent down to you 
8 rey a 

from your Lord. And if you do not, then you have not 


conveyed His Message. Allah will protect you from mankind. 
Verily, Allah guides not the people who disbelieve .> 


Commanding the Prophet 3% to Convey the Message; 
Promising Him Immunity and Protection 


Allah addresses His servant and Messenger Muhammad 3 
by the title ‘Messenger’ and commands him to convey all that 
He has sent him, a command that the Prophet # has fulfilled 
in the best manner. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘A’ishah said, “Whoever says to you 
that Muhammad hid any part of what Allah revealed to him, 
then he is uttering a lie. Allah said, 


45 oe GO AC Set Cp 
¢O Messenger! Convey what has been sent down to you from 
your Lord >”! 


Al-Bukhari collected the short form of this story here, but 
mentioned the full narration in another part of his book. 
Muslim in the Book of Iman,!l At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nasa’i in 


(Fath ALBari 8:124. 
[2] Muslim1:159. 


228 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


the Book of Tafsir of their Sunans!"! also collected this Hadith. 

In is recorded in the Two Sahihs that ‘A’ishah said, “If 
Muhammad hid anything from the Qur’én, he would have 
hidden this Ayah, 

<But you did hide in yourself that which Allah will make 
manifest, you did fear the people while Allah had a better right 
that you should fear Him.»”'?! 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Az-Zuhri said, “From Allah comes 
the Message, for the Messenger is its deliverance and for us is 
submission to it.”5! The Ummah of Muhammad # has 
testified that he has delivered the Message and fulfilled the 
trust, when he asked them during the biggest gathering in his 
speech during the Farewell Hajj. At that time, there were over 
forty thousand of his Companions. Muslim recorded that Jabir 
bin ‘Abdullah said that the Messenger of Allah 3% said in his 
speech on that day, 


GS gb SEs fe Shes Sy Ze gh 
0O people! You shall be asked about me, so what are you going 
to reply?» 

They said, “We bear witness that you have conveyed (the 
Message), fulfilled (the trust) and offered sincere advice.” The 
Prophet 3% kept raising his finger towards the sky and then 
pointing at them, saying, 

eccdL fo cgi e288 Ye pin 
«O Allah! Did I convey? O Allah! Did I convey?0'*) 
Allah’s statement, 
4150, 25 G55 J apy 
<And if you do not, then you have not conveyed His 
Message .® 


pote 7 


4-4 4420 7.8%" we ste Ue eke 
cel aly SN Fy ade al Se 3 E> 


(1 Tynfat Al-Ahwadhi 8 :441 and An-Nasa’ in Al-Kubra 6 :315. 
(2) Fath AL-BGri 13:415, Muslim 1 :160. 

(31 Fath AL-Bari 13:512. 

41 Muslim 2 :886. 
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meaning: If you do not convey to the people what I sent to 
you, then you have not conveyed My Message. Meaning, the 
Prophet # knows the consequences of this failure. ‘Ali bin Abi 
Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on the Ayah, 


<And if you do not, then you have not conveyed His 
Message .> 


“It means, if you hide only one Ayah that was revealed to you 
from your Lord, then you have not conveyed His Message.”!! 
Allah’s statement, 


Coil & Bids Gp 


<Allah will protect you from mankind.) means, you convey My 
Message and I will protect, aid and support you over your 
enemies and will grant you victory over them. Therefore, do not 
have any fear or sadness, for none of them will be able to touch 
you with harm. Before this Ayah was revealed, the Prophet 3 
was being guarded, as Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘A’ishah said 
- -that the Prophet #-was vigilant one night when she was next to 
him; she asked him, “What is the matter, O Allah’s 
Messenger?” He said, 


GN 2285 poly, His Kb5 Sch 
‘Would that a pious man from my companions guard me 
tonight!» 
She said, “Suddenly we heard the clatter of arms. The Prophet 
# said, 
Ue ty 
«Who is that?’’.» 


He (the new comer) replied, “I am Sa‘d bin Malik (Sa‘d bin Abi 
Waqqas).” The Prophet # asked, 


SL, ole ln 
«What brought you here?» 
He said, “I have come to guard you, Allah’s O Messenger.” 


Ul At-Tabari 10:468. 
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‘A'ishah said, “So, the Prophet slept (that night) and I heard 
the noise of sleep coming from him.”'l This Hadith is 
recorded in Two Sahihs.!?! 

Another narration for this Hadith reads, 

“The Messenger of Allah 3% was vigilant one night, after he 
came to Al-Madinah...”,/5! meaning, after the Hijrah and after 
the Prophet consummated his marriage to ‘A’ishah in the 
second year of Hijrah.!*! 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘A’ishah said, “The Prophet 2 
was being guarded until this Ayah, 


Cul & ts tsp 


€Allah will protect you from mankind) was revealed.” She added; 
“The Prophet 3% raised his head from the room and said; 


O55 52 Gl cid 3S 18 ail 101 dl 
«O people! Go away, for Allah will protect me.»’” 
At-Tirmidhi recorded it and said,“This Hadith is Gharib.”*! It 
was also recorded by Ibn Jarir,'©! and Al-Hakim in his 
Mustadrak, where he said, “Its chain is Sahih, but they did 


not record it.” 
Allah’s statement, 


45,255 GAN cae ¥ ail Sy> 
<Verily, Allah guides not those who disbelieve .> 
means, O Muhammad, you convey, and Allah guides whom 
He wills, and misguides whom He wills. In other Aydt, Allah 
said, 
CERF at heads 148 Gk AY 


€Not upon you is their guidance, but Allah guides whom He 


(1) Ahmad 6:141. 

[2] Fath Al-Bari 13 :232, Muslim 4:1875. 

3) Fath Al-Bari 6:95, Muslim 4:1875. 

Il The correct view is that the Prophet #3 consummated his marriage 


with ‘A’ishah, may Allah be pleased with her, during the first year 
of the Hijrah. 


(Sl) Tuhfat ALAhwadhi 8 :410. 
(6! At-Tabari 10:469 and Al-Hakim 2:313. 
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wills,> and, 
42d E; AM GE Opp 
€Your duty is only to convey and on Us is the reckoning .> 
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468. Say: “O People of the Scripture! You have nothing till 
you act according to the Tawrah, the Injil, and what has (now) 
been sent down to you from your Lord (the Qur‘an).” Verily, 
the revelation that has come to you from your Lord makes many 
of them increase in rebellion and disbelief. So do not grieve for 
the people who disbelieve .> 


€69. Surely, those who believe, and those who are the Jews and 
the Sabians and the Christians, whosoever believed in Allah and 
the Last Day, and worked righteousness, on them shall be no 
fear, nor shall they grieve .> 


There is no Salvation Except through Faith in the 
Qur’an 


Allah says: O Muhammad, say, 
€O People of the Scripture! You have nothing...> 


meaning no real religion until you adhere to and implement 
the Tawrah and the Injil. That is, until you believe in all the 
Books that you have that Allah revealed to the Prophets. These 
Books command following Muhammad # and believing in his 
prophecy, all the while adhering to his Law. Before, we 
explained Allah’s statement, 


KL By HY IAT pte GS Digh> 


«Verily, the revelation that has come to you from your Lord 
makes many of them increase in rebellion and disbelief.> 
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ncos LEO ORE sect from the 

AM mer - Christians and 

iba WEG CES a ped ais Magians who did not 

follow any particular 

religion, as Mujahid stated. As for the Christians, they are 

known and were entrusted with the Injil. The meaning here is 

that if each of these groups believed in Allah and the Hereafter, 

which is the Day of Judgement and Reckoning, and performed 

good actions, which to be so, must conform to Muhammad’s 

Law, after Muhammad # was sent to all mankind and the 

Jinns. If any of these groups held these beliefs, then they shall 

have no fear of what will come or sadness regarding what they 

lost, nor will grief ever affect them. We discussed a similar 
Ayah before in Strat Al-Bagarah [2:62]. 
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€70. Verily, We took the covenant of the Children of Israel and 
sent Messengers to them. Whenever there came to them a 
Messenger with what they themselves desired not, a group of 
them they called liars, and others among them they killed .> 


€71. They thought there will be no Fitnah (trial or 
punishment), so they became blind and deaf; after that Allah 
turned to them (with forgiveness); yet again many of them 
became blind and deaf. And Allah is the All-Seer of what they 
do.> 


Allah reminds that He took the covenant and pledges from 
the Children of Israel to hear and obey Him and His 
Messenger. They broke these pledges and covenants and 
followed their lusts and desires instead of the law, and 
whichever part of the law they agreed with, they took it. 
Otherwise, they abandoned it, if it did not conform to their 
desires. This is why Allah said, 


casas S47 8st 
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¢Whenever there came to them a Messenger with what they 
themselves desired not - a group of them they called liars, and 
others among them they killed. They thought there will be no 
Fitnah (trial or punishment) so they became blind and deaf.> 


thinking that they would suffer no repercussions for of the evil 
that they committed. Consequently, they were blinded from the 
truth and became deaf, incapable of hearing the truth. For 
these reasons they were unable to be guided by it. Allah 
forgave that, then, 


dines (22> 
€yet they became blind and oi again, 


SAE ty aot GB EOD 


re — 


<many of them, and Alléh is the All-Seer of what they do.> 


He has perfect knowledge of what they do and whomever 
among them deserves the guidance and whomever deserves 
misguidance. 
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€72. Surely, they have disbelieved who say: “Allah is the 
Messiah [‘Isa], son of Maryam.” But the Messiah said: “O 
Children of Israel! worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.” 
Verily, whosoever sets up partners (in worship) with Allah, 
then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and the Fire will be 
his abode. And for the wrongdoers there are no helpers.> 


€73. Surely, they have disbelieved who say: ‘Allah is the third 
of three.” And there is no god but One God (Allah). And if 
they cease not from what they say, verily, a painful torment 
will befall on the disbelievers among them.> 


74, Will they not repent to Allah and ask His forgiveness? For 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.> 

<75. The Messiah [‘Isa], son of Maryam, was no more than a 
Messenger; many were the Messengers that passed away before 
him. His mother [Maryam] was a Siddigah. They both used to 
eat food. Look how We make the Ayat clear to them; yet look 
how they are deluded away (from the truth).> 


The Disbelief of the Christians; ‘Isi Only called to 
Tawhid 

Allah states that the Christians such sects as Monarchite, 
Jacobite and Nestorite are disbelievers, those among them who 
say that Isa is Allah. Allah is far holier than what they 
attribute to Him. They made this claim in spite of the fact that 
Isa made it known that he was the servant of Allah and His 
Messenger. The first words that Isa uttered when he was still 
a baby in the cradle were, “I am ‘Abdullah (the servant of 
Allah).” He did not say, “I am Allah,” or, “I am the son of 
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Allah.” Rather, he said, 
465 J SI gn Si ae ap 

«Verily, I am a servant se Allah, He has given me_ the 

Scripture and made me a Prophet .> 
until he said, 

CLA Ly, Os La My op dip 
q“And verily Allah is my Lord and your Lord. So worship 
Him (Alone). That is the straight path.’’> 


He also proclaimed to them when he was a man, after he 
was sent as a Prophet, commanding them to worship his Lord 
and their Lord, alone without partners, 


dab 55 4 eg 5b iT Bo gS Asli 505 


<But the Messiah said, “O Children of Israel! worship Allah, 
my Lord and your Lord.” Verily, whosoever sets up partners 
with Allah...» in worship; 


77 B58 


Cat Ogb5 Beil oo Hes ip 
¢...then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and the Fire will 
be his abode .> 
as He will send him to the Fire and forbid Paradise for him. 
Allah also said; 
CHS fh HS SSG AS oy TH SAS Y St Gp 


<Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with 
Him (in worship), but He forgives except that (anything else) to 
whom He wills.» and, 
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¢And the dwellers of the Fire will call to the dwellers of 
Paradise; ‘‘Pour on us some water or anything that Allah has 
provide you with.”” They will say: “Allah has forbidden both to 
the disbelievers.’’> 
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It is recorded in the Sahih "! that the Prophet # had 
someone proclaim to the people, 
aici’ a a ‘I ylets Nea Sp 
tOnly a Muslim soul shall enter Paradise.» 
In another narration, 
Foaeey 
tOnly a believing soul...» 

This is why Allah said that Isa said to the Children of Israel, 
4A Se Sryuy 5 AGN AiG Galt ace GSS Sh AS op 
<Verily, whosoever sets up partners with Allah, then Allah has 
forbidden Paradise for him, and the Fire will be his abode. And 
there are no helpers for the wrongdoers.> 

There is no help from Allah, nor anyone who will support or 
protect them from the state they will be in. 

Allah’s statement, 


eed + ose ae oe Se vee ong 
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<Surely, they have disbelieved who say: “Allah is the third of 
three ."> 


Mujahid and several others said that this Ayah was revealed 
about the Christians in particular. As-Suddi and others said 
that this Ayah was revealed about taking IsA and his mother 
as gods besides Allah, thus making Allah the third in a 
trinity. |?! As-Suddi said, “This is similar to Allah’s statement 
towards the end of the Surah, 


56 sil ob on fe AS ddl oy GS BF Sf aes it SE > 

45052 
¢And (remember) when Allah will say: “O ‘Isa, son of 
Maryam! Did you say unto men: ‘Worship me and my mother 


as two gods besides Allah?’ He will say, “Glory be to 
You!">(5:116]. '! 


(1) Fath ALBari 6 :207. 
[2] At-Tabari 10 :483. 
3) At-Tabari 10:483. 


Stirah 5. Al-Ma’idah (72 - 75) (Part-6) 237 
Allah replied, 


€heg TH Vy hh be ad 

<But there is no god but One God.> 
meaning there are not many worthy of worship but there is 
only One God without partners, and He is the Lord of all 


creation and all that exists. Allah said next, while threatening 
and admonishing them, 


djs 62 WS J > 
<And if they cease not from what they say,> their lies and false 
claims, 
42h Ai 4 WE ell 5 2ci> 


<verily, a painful torment will befall the disbelievers among them.> in 
the Hereafter, shackled and tormented. Allah said next, 


4 sete 54 rece mabe 


dow A GAS OG MES of 5 Soe SGl> 
Will they not repent to Allah and ask His Forgiveness? For 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .> 
This demonstrates Allah’s generosity, kindness and mercy for 
His creatures, even though they committed this grave sin and 
invented such a lie and false allegation. Despite all of this, 


Allah calls them to repent so that He will forgive them, for 
Allah forgives those who sincerely repent to Him. 


‘Isa is Allah’s Servant and His Mother is a Truthful 
Believer 


Allah said, 
45231 65 we SE SSS Hy os it Bt 
<The Messiah, son of Maryam, was no more than a 


Messenger ; many were the Messengers that passed away before 
him.> 


‘IsA is just like the previous Prophets, and he is one of the 
servants of Allah and one of His honorable Messengers. Allah 
said in another Ayah, 


CS] gh SE teless a CAN Ae YY 3h Ap 


¢He [‘isa] was not more than a servant. We granted Our favor 
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gods as ignorant Christian sects claim, may Allah’s continued 
curses cover them until the Day of Resurrection. Allah said next, 


toi 25 Ax ate pip 
<Look how We make the Aaa clear to them.» making them 
unequivocal and plain, 


$2 ies “if 24> 


¢yet look how they are deluded away (from the truth) .> 


look at the opinions, misguided ideas, and claims they cling 
to, even after Our clarification and plain, unequivocal 
explanation. 
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476. Say: “How do you worship besides Allah something which 
has no power either to harm or to benefit you? But it is Allah 
Who is the All-Hearer, All-Knower.”’> 


€77. Say: “O People of the Scripture! Exceed not the limits in 
your religion beyond the truth, and do not follow the vain 
desires of people who went astray before and who misled many, 
and strayed (themselves) from the right path.’’> 


The Prohibition of Shirk (Polytheism) and Exaggeration 
in the Religion 


Allah admonishes those who take up rivals with Him and 
worship the idols, monuments and false deities. Allah states 
that such false deities do not deserve any degree of Divinity. 
Allah said, 

<i> 


<Say> O Muhammad, to those from among the Children of 
Adam, such as the Christians, who worship other than Allah, 
QE 5 5 ced ths FC AT od oe GSIp 
<How do you worship besides Allah something which has no 
power either to harm or to benefit you?> 


meaning, which cannot prevent harm for you nor bring about 
your benefit, 


€psl Each 38 Gp 
<But it is Allah Who is the All-Hearer, All-Knower.> 


He hears what His servants say and has knowledge of all 
things. Therefore, how did you worship inanimate objects that 
do not hear, see or know anything - having no power to bring 
harm or benefit to themselves let alone others - instead of 
worshipping Allah? Allah then said, 
4S GS Lees SUEY Boal Sale BD 
€Say: “O People of the Scipture! Exceed not the limits in your 
religion beyond the truth,> 
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Meaning: Do not exceed the limits concerning the truth and 
exaggeration in praising whom you were commanded to honor. 
You exaggerated in his case and elevated him from the rank of 
Prophet to the rank of a god. You did this with Isa, who was a 
Prophet, yet you claimed that he is god besides Allah. This 
error occurred because you followed your teachers, the 
advocates of misguidance who came before your time and who, 

hail 152 of ss ee ecty> 
¢...and who misled many, and strayed (themselves) from the 
right path,> 
deviated from the straight path, to the path of misguidance 
and deviation. 
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€78. Those among the Children of Israel who disbelieved were 
cursed by the tongue of Dawtid and ‘Isa, son of Maryam. That 
was because they disobeyed (Allah and the Messengers) and 
were ever transgressing (beyond the bounds) .> 
<79. They used not to forbid one another from the evil they 
committed. Vile indeed was what they used to do.> 
<€80. You see many of them taking the disbelievers as their 
friends. Evil indeed is that which they have sent forward before 
themselves; for that (reason) Allah is wrath with them, and in 
torment they will abide.> 
€81. And had they believed in Allah, and in the Prophet and in 
what has been revealed to him, never would they have taken 
them as friends; but many of them are rebellious.> 


Allah Cursed the Disbelievers Among the Children of 
Israel 


Allah states that He has cursed the disbelievers among the 
Children of Israel long ago, and revealed this fact to His 
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Prophets Dawud and ‘sa, son of Maryam. He cursed them 
because they disobeyed Allah and transgressed against His 
creatures. Al-‘Awfi reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “They were 
cursed in the Tawrah, the Injil, the Zabir (Psalms) and the 
Furqan (Qur’an).” Allah then states that during their time, 
their habit was that, 
iG Eni oF Ops ¥ teed 
<They used not to forbid one another from the evil they 
committed .> 


They did not forbid each other from committing sins and the 
prohibitions. Allah chastised them for this behavior, so that 
their behavior would not be imitated. Allah said, 


44) jG Yee & sil> 
€Vile indeed was what they used to do.> 


Hadiths that Order Enjoining Righteousness and 
Forbidding Evil 


There are many Hadiths that order enjoining righteousness 
and forbidding evil. Imam Ahmad recorded that Hudhayfah bin 
Al-Yaman said that the Prophet 3 said, 


Sf tn S255 sf Sah 2 Sets ava OF ou QE Gili 
«By He in Whose Hand is my soul! You will enjoin 
righteousness and forbid evil, or Allah will send a punishment 


on you from Him. Then, you will supplicate to Him, but He 
will not accept your supplication .»!*! 


At-Tirmidhi also recorded it and said, “This Hadith is 
Hasan.”"?! 


Muslim recorded that Abu Sa‘id Al-Khudri said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3% said, 
cfiS Ge GSO stds Gait SO cous od A AK shh Ue 
aga yt Cast Oy; 
") Ahmad 5:388 
21 Tyuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 6 :391. 
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‘He among you who witnesses an evil, let him change it with 

his hand, if he cannot do that, then by his tongue, if he cannot 

do even that, then with his heart, and this is the weakest 

faith 

Abu Dawud said that Al-Urs, meaning Ibn ‘Amirah, said 
that the Prophet 2% said, 


— iE iS Js - GAS Uagd 2 SE 25S og ERS CLE ip 

Cg $55 OE Goes We OE 35 gs GE 3s BU 
‘When sin is committed on the earth, then whoever witnesses it 
and hates - (once he said): forbids it, will be like those who did 
not witness it. Whoever was absent from it, but agreed with it, 
will be like those who witness it.» 


Only Abu Dawud recorded this Hadith.!?] Abu Dawud 
recorded that one of the Companions said that the Prophet # 
said, 
Cmgel Se dae ST L5aes Se Sn Gays yh 
(The people will not perish until they do not leave -or- have 
any excuse for themselves .s!°) 
Ibn Majah recorded that Abu Said Al-Khudri said that the 
Messenger of Allah #8 gave a speech once and said, 


wade th Goi de Sf tn ie bg Sats Vif 


«Behold! Fear from people should not prevent one from saying the 
truth if he knows it.» Abu Sa‘td then cried and said, “By Allah! 
We have seen some errors, but we feared (the people).’"*! 


Another Hadith that Abu Sa‘id narrated states that the 
Messenger of Allah 2% said, 


‘The best Jihad is a word of truth proclaimed before an unjust 
ruler.» 


01 Muslim 1:69. 

(21 Abu Dawud: 4345. 
(31 Abu Dawud: 4347. 
4] Ton Majah : 4007. 
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Recorded by Abu Dawud, At-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Majah.!"! At- 
Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Gharib from this route of narration.” 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Hudhayfah said that the Prophet 
# said, 
22 JX SI ped a Ya 
elt is not required of the Muslim that he humiliate himself.» 
They said, ‘How does one humiliate himself?” he said; 


ada Y ted eG be Sadan 
tHe takes on trials that he is not capable of enduring .»'?! 


This was recorded by At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah, and At- 
Tirmidhi said, “This Hadith is Hasan Sahih Gharib.”*) 


Censuring the Hypocrites 
Allah said, 
tiie ol ie UE Wee wisp 
<You see many of them taking the disbelievers as their friends .> 
Mujahid said that this Ayah refers to the hypocrites. Allah’s 
statement, 


orts 


Spee oh L5G Sip 


¢Evil indeed is that which they have sent forward before 
themselves ;> 


by giving their loyalty and support to the disbelievers, instead 
of the believers. This evil act caused them to have hypocrisy in 
their hearts and brought them the anger of Allah, that will 
remain with them until the Day of Return. Allah said; 


i482 oi Lac op 
¢for that (reason) Allah is wrath with them> because of what they 
did. Allah next said that, 
44S od QI 35> 


1) Abu Dawud 4:514, Tubfat AlAhwadhi 6:395, and Ibn Majah 
2:1329. 


[21 Ahmad 5:1405. 
(31 Tyhfat A-Ahwadhi 6 :531, Ibn Majah 2 :1332. 


244 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


Seah YY ey 
Lanse ERG IM LIMA; 
CBP ale IEEE Si 
pier C5 GF Sa gisi 
205% Te aoe a 
mee a 


SENG Ge Ie il 


a once Cay re 


tASr ve ae ot Tei 
Vyazool 138 ply (aa) Oo Vel 255 
thee. ute 


EQ pod at ere LANES ¢ 
ATs Bs 
vo eS 


Tel Fie 


oe Ss: 


sae 395 
Of te Sasherare cs Ta) 

tS A SSMIOIR SIO RN 

25 thas aoo rer 

is 


ee OSco enciy Se 


tg pig SOSE BN PRET, KS 
i ans SHS NEE 


oO 4, is ° Fre vod Site Gy ra eect 
BK Geails 
CD: 


¢in torment they will 
abide> on the Day of 
Resurrection. 

Allah’s statement, 


¢ « hee oe 
Sh SAE tree Shp 
coh If ts 36 

<5 pasa 


€And had they believed 
in Allah, and in the 
Prophet and in what has 
been revealed to him, 
never would they have 
taken them as friends.> 

meaning, had they 
sincerely believed in 
Allah, His Messenger 
and the Qur’an, they 
would not have 
committed the evil act 
of supporting the 
disbelievers in secret 
and being enemies 
with those who 


believe in Allah, the Frobke: # and what was revealed to him, 
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€but many of them are rebellious>. disobedient to Allah and His 
Messenger and defiant of the Aydt of His revelation that He 


sent down. 
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ats ce 9% we wt - 
4d! Sel si Tage, 


<82. Verily, you will find the strongest among men in enmity 
to the believers the Jews and those who commit Shirk, and you 
will find the nearest in love to the believers those who say : “We 
are Christians.” That is because among them are priests and 
monks, and they are not proud.> 


83. And when they listen to what has been sent down to the 
Messenger, you see their eyes overflowing with tears because of 
the truth they have recognized. They say: “Our Lord! We 
believe ; so write us down among the witnesses."’> 


484. “And why should we not believe in Allah and in that 
which has come to us of the truth? And we wish that our Lord 
will admit us along with the righteous people.” > 


485. So because of what they said, Allah awarded them with 
Gardens under which rivers flow, they will abide therein 
forever. Such is the reward of good-doers.> 


486. But those who disbelieved and belied Our Aydt, they shall 
be the dwellers of Hell .> 


The Reason Behind Revealing these Ayat 


Sa‘id bin Jubayr, As-Suddi and others said that these Aydt 
were revealed concerning a delegation that An-Najashi (King of 
Ethiopia) sent to the Prophet #% in order to hear his words and 
observe his qualities. When the delegation met with the Prophet 
# and he recited the Qur'an to them, they embraced Islam, 
cried and were humbled. Then they returned to An-Najashi and 
told him what happened.) ‘ata’ bin Abi Rabéh commented, 
“They were Ethiopians who embraced Islam when the Muslims 
who migrated to Ethiopia resided among them.” Qatadah said, 
“They were some followers of the religion of Isa, son of Maryam, 
who when they saw Muslims and heard the Qur’an, they 
became Muslims without hesitation.”?! Ibn Jarir said that 
these Aydt were revealed concerning some people who fit this 
description, whether they were from Ethiopia or otherwise. 

Allah said, 


('l at-Tabari 10:499,500. 
7] At-Tabari 10:501. 
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<Verily, you will find the strongest among men in enmity to 
the believers the Jews and those who commit Shirk,> 


This describes the Jews, since their disbelief is that of 
rebellion, defiance, opposing the truth, belittling other, people 
and degrading the scholars. This is why the Jews - may 
Allah’s continued curses descend on them until the Day of 
Resurrection - killed many of their Prophets and tried to kill 
the Messenger of Allah #% several times, as well as, performing 
magic spells against him and poisoning him. They also incited 
their likes among the polytheists against the Prophet 2. 
Allah’s statement, 


Ri GGG edit (one Seal 155 Gt SSH; 


¢and you will find the nearest in love to the believers those who 
say: “We are Christians.”’> 


refers to those who call themselves Christians, who follow the 
religion of the Messiah and the teachings of his Injil. These 
people are generally more tolerant of Islam and its people, 
because of the mercy and kindness that their hearts acquired 
through part of the Messiah’s religion. In another Ayah, Allah 
said; 


rf 


€é vere heore tf 


ate 5 530 Se Ln. ooo 
Bay, Ary Gl, oy! ll ys g CES > 


¢And We ordained in the hearts of those who followed him, 
compassion, mercy, and monasticism...>!"!_ (57:27). 

In their book is the saying; “He who strikes you on the right 
cheek, then turn the left cheek for him.” And fighting was 
prohibited in their creed, and this is why Allah said, 

Cis FE 0s as HE Hsp 

Ml thn Kathir only mentioned this much of the Ayah, and what he 
intended by it should be clear to the reader. However, the 
remainder of the Ayah, which can be translated as; ¢that they 
invented which We did not prescribe for them.> (refering to 
monasticism) obviously contradicts Ibn Kathir’s objective here. He 
himself discusses this issue shortly, as well as at the end of the 
Tafsir of Sirat Al-Hadid, as will appear later, if Allah wills. 
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<That is because among them are Qissisin (priests) and Ruhban 
(monks), and they are not proud .> 
This means that among them are Qissisin (priests). The word 
Ruhban refers to one dedicated to worship. 
Allah said, 
Kageats FAG 55 Coach 24 Sh usd 


<That is because among them are priests and monks, and they 
are not proud.» 
This describes them with knowledge, worship and humbleness, 
along with following the truth and fairness. 


45S WE Ci Se BS AEN a LA Tins yp 
<And when they listen to what has been sent down to the 
Messenger, you see their eyes overflowing with tears because of 
the truth they have recognized.> 

This refers to the good news that they have about the advent 

of Muhammad x3, 


Kisghl GRE Ee G KD 
<They say: “Our Lord! We believe; so write us down among 
the witnesses ."’> 

who testify to the truth and believe in it. 


eees ve 
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¢“And why should we not believe in Allah and in that which 
has come to us of the truth? And We wish that our Lord will 
admit us (in Paradise) along with the righteous people .’’> 


Such sect of Christians are those mentioned in Allah 
statement, 


45 ssh adh JA OS Kh IAG Sh SF 5 Seal yal g 59> 
¢And there are, certainly, among the People of the Scripture, 
those who believe in Allah and in that which has been revealed 


to you, and in that which has been revealed to them, humbling 
themselves before Allah .>[3:199] and, 


Ss 
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Sabet? 


<Those to whom We gave the Scripture before it, they believe in 
it (the Qur’an). And when it is recited to them, they say, ‘We 
believe in it. Verily, it is the truth from our Lord. Indeed even 
before it we were Muslims’’>{28:52-53], until, 


<ineal SS YD 
<"We seek not the ignorant .’’>[28:55] 
This is why Allah said here, 
486 yt 889 
So because of what they said, Allah awarded them...) rewarding 
them for embracing the faith and recognizing and believing in 
the truth, 


~ 


403 Gah SAT GE oe Gh o> 
<Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise), they will abide 
therein forever .> 
and they will never be removed from it, for they will dwell and 
remain in it forever and ever, 
dis it SS ats 


<Such is the reward of good-doerspy who follow the truth and 
obey it wherever, whenever and with whomever they find it. 
Allah then describes the condition of the miserable. 


€But those who disbelieved and belied Our Ayat,> defied and 
opposed them, 


tp eo aigilp 
<they shall be the dwellers of the (Hell) Fire. > 


For they are the people of the Fire who will enter and reside in 
it (eternally). 
“= Se whe on ay d oe Fe aw, “eo cn a nn Tc. 
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€87. O you who believe! Make not unlawful the good things 
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which Allah has made lawful to you, and transgress not. 
Verily, Allah does not like the transgressors .> 


488. And eat of the things which Allah has provided for you, 
lawful and good, and have Taqwa of Allah in Whom you 
believe .> 


There is No Monasticism in Islam 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “This Ayah 
[5:87] was revealed about some of the Companions of the 
Prophet #% who said, ‘We should cut off our male organs, 
abandon the desires of this life and travel in the land, just as 
the Ruhbdn (monks) do.’ When the Prophet # heard of this 
statement, he summoned them and asked them if they made 
this statement and they answered ‘Yes.’ The Prophet 2% said, 


Se By TE Ht ey ety Bethe ashe yef- opthe o af tet 
bgt rt en Sef oe thot eels tls fol; kil eye! oe 
Pi Goel 65 LIE OG eo 

ge DB By EU os 

«f fast and break my fast, pray and sleep, and marry women. 


Whoever follows my Sunnah is of me, and whoever abandons 
my Sunnah is not of me») 


Ibn Abi Hatim also collected this Hadith. Ibn Marduwyah 
recorded that Al-‘Awfi said that Ibn ‘Abbas narrated a similar 
Hadith. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that ‘A’ishah said that 
some of the Companions asked the wives of the Prophet 2% 
about the acts of worship that he performed in private. One of 
them said, “I will not eat meat,” another said, “I will not marry 
women,” while the third said, “I will not sleep on the bed.” 
When the Prophet #% heard this statement, he said, 


sig ely ely obiy pot sd 1d Us ES I pigsf Je ue 

fe AB A 5S AN FIG 
«What is the matter with some people who said such and such? 
I fast and break the fast, sleep and wake to stand to pray, eat 


meat, and marry women. He who is not pleased with my 
Sunnah is not of mex!) 


0) At-Tabari 10:518. Similar mention of the cause of revelation is 
recorded by Al-Bukhari. 


[2] Fath Al-Bari 9:5, Muslim 2:1020. 
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Allah’s statement, 
CES 
¢and transgress not.> 
means, do not exaggerate and make it hard for yourselves by 
prohibiting the permissible things. Do not transgress the limits 
by excessively indulging in the permissible matters; only use of 
it what satisfies your need; and do not fall into extravagance. 
Allah said in other Aydt, 
be ok Ge tseee as 
4195 VY byt Hees 
«And eat and drink but waste not by extravagance.>[7:31}, and, 
(QUIS OS HK 3S WE GH Sl <p> 


<And those, who, when they spend, are neither extravagant 
nor miserly, but hold a medium (way) between those 
(extremes) .>(25:67] 


So Allah legislated a medium way between those who are 
extreme and those who fall into shortcomings, and it does not 
allow excessive application, nor lack of application. This is why 
Allah said here, 


i622 22. 9 it Ly ES YS Sa FAG cae YS yp 
Make not unlawful the good things which Allah has made 


lawful to you, and transgress not. Verily, Allah does not like 
the transgressors .> 


then He said, 
hg SE KIS, Sd 
¢And eat of the things which Allah has provided for you, 
lawful and good ,>[5:88}, 
eat of those items that are pure and lawful for you, 
€al VSG 
€and have Taqwa of Allah,> 


in all your affairs, obey Him and seek His pleasure, all the 
while staying away from defiance and disobedience of Allah, 


Cbd 4 AN ot Hi iasG> 
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€89. Allah will not punish you for what is unintentional in 
your oaths, but He will punish you for your deliberate oaths; 
for its expiation feed ten poor, on a scale of the Awsat of that 
with which you feed your own families; or clothe them; or free 
a slave. But whosoever cannot afford, then he should fast for 
three days. That is the expiation for the oaths when you have 


sworn. And protect your oaths. Thus Allah makes clear to you 
His Ayat that you may be grateful.> 


Unintentional Oaths 


We mentioned the subject of unintentional oaths in Sdrat Al- 
Bagarah, all praise and thanks are due to Allah, and so we do 
not need to repeat it here. We also mentioned that the Laghw 
in oaths refers to one’s saying, “No by Allah,” or, “Yes, by 
Allah,” unintentionally. 


Expiation for Breaking the Oaths 
Allah said, 
CEM BE G Lobe 55) 


<but He will punish you for your deliberate oaths.> in reference to 
the oaths that you intend in your hearts, 


€E SES Ee (CD, GD 
¢for its expiation (a deliberate oath) feed ten poor,>, who are 


needy, not able to find necessities of the life. 
Allah’s statement, 


€ Kal SA08 C L251 Sed 


¢on a scale of the Awsat wie that with which you feed your own 
families ;> 


means, “On the average scale of what you feed your families.” 
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according to Ibn ‘Abbas, Sa‘id bin Jubayr and ‘Tkrimah.!"! ‘ata’ 
Al-Khurasani commented on the Ayah, “From the best of what 
you feed your families”.!? Allah’s statement, 
445-5 Sp 

€or clothe them,> refers to clothing each of the ten persons 
with what is suitable to pray in, whether the poor person was 
male or female. Allah knows best. Al-‘Awfi said that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said that the Ayah means a robe or garment for each poor 
person (of the ten).'5] Mujahid also said that the least of 
clothing, referred to in the Ayah, is a garment, and the most is 
whatever you wish.'*! Al-Hasan, Abu Jafar Al-Baqir, ‘Ata’, 
Tawus, Ibrahim An-Nakhai, Hammad bin Abi Sulayman and 
Abu Malik said that it means (giving each of the ten poor 
persons) a garment each.'5! Allah’s statement, 


G5 3d 
dor free a slave} refers to freeing a believing slave. In the 
Muwatta’ of Malik, the Musnad of Ash-Shafit and the Sahih of 
Muslim, a lengthy Hadith was recorded that Umar bin Al- 
Hakam As-Sulami said that he once had to free a slave (as 


atonement) and he brought a black slave girl before the 
Messenger of Allah 3%, who asked her; 


Tbt igh 
«Where is Allah?» She said, “Above the heavens.” He said, 
Tah es) 
‘Who am I?» She said, “The Messenger of Allah.” He said, 
‘Free her, for she is a believer .'®l 
There are three types of expiation for breaking deliberate 
01 At-Tabari 10:541. 
[21 at-Tabari 10:531. 
(3) At-Tabari 10:547. 
(9) At-Tabari 10:545. 
IS! At-Tabari 10:545,546._ 
161 4LMuwatta’ 2:776, Ar-Risdlah no.75, Muslim 1:38. 
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oaths, and whichever 
one chooses, it will 
suffice, according to 
the consensus (of the 
scholars). Allah 
mentioned the easiest, 
then the more difficult 
options, since feeding 
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easier than freeing a 
slave. If one is unable 
to fulfill any of these 
options, then he fasts 
for three days for 
expiation, just as 
Allah said, 


tA 8 (ch BID 


€But whosoever cannot 
afford (that), then he 
should fast for three 
days .> 

Ubayy bin Ka‘b and 
Ibn Mas‘td and his 
students read this Ayah as follows, “Then he should fast three 
consecutive days," Even if this statement was not narrated 
to us as a part of the Qur’aén through Mutawatir narration, it 
would still be an explanation of the Qur’an by the Companions 
that has the ruling of being related from the Prophet #. 
Allah’s statement, 


a2 iy ASSN CES asp 


<That is the expiation for the oaths when you have sworn.>[5:89] 
means, this is the legal way to atone for deliberate oaths, 


4X55 Gasp 


1 At-Tabari 5:31. 
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€And protect your oaths.» Do not leave your broken oaths 
without paying the expiation for them, according to the 
meaning given by Ibn Jarir.!"! 


€osth eal i GE EN > 


¢Thus Allah makes clear to you His Ayat> and explains them to 
you, 


€§ i 32 aii > 
<that you may be grateful .> 
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€90. O you who believe! Khamr, Maysir, Ansab, and Azlém 


are a Rijs of Shaytan’s handiwork. So avoid that in order that 
you may be successful .> 


491. Shaytan wants only to excite enmity and hatred between 
you with Khamr and Maysir, and hinder you from the 
remembrance of Allah and from the Salah (the prayer). So, will 
you not then abstain?> 


€92. And obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and beware. 
Then if you turn away, you should know that it is Our 
Messenger’s duty to convey in the clearest way.> 


€93. Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there is no 
sin on them for what they ate, if they have Taqwa and believe 
and do righteous good deeds, and they (again) have Taqwa and 
believe, and then (once again) have Taqwa and perform good. 
And Allah loves the good-doers .> 


v 


Prohibiting Khamr (Intoxicants) and Maysir (Gambling) 


Allah forbids His believing servants from consuming Khamr 
and Maysir which is gambling. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 


"I At-Tabari 10 :560,562. 
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‘Ali bin Abi Talib, the Leader of the Faithful, said that chess is 
a type of gambling"! Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘Ata’, 
Mujahid and Tawus, or » two of them, said that every type of 
gambling, including children’s playing with (a certain type of) 
nuts, is Maysir.?] Ibn ‘Umar said that Al-Maysir means 
gambling,! and this is the same statement that Ad-Dahhak 
reported from Ibn ‘Abbas,') who added, “They used to gamble 
during the time of Jahiliyyah, until Islam came. Allah then 
forbade them from this evil behavior.” 


Meaning of Ansab and Azlam 

Al-Ansab were altar Stones, in whose vicinity sacrifices were 
offered (during the time of JGhiliyyah), according to Ibn ‘Abbas, 
Mujahid, ‘Ata’, Said bin Jubayr and Al-Hasan. They also said 
that Al-Azlam were arrows that they used for lotteries to make 
decisions, as Ibn Abi Hatim narrated. 

Allah said, 


4h Ja 3 Bap 
€A Rijs of Shaytan’s handiwork> 
meaning, abomination of Shaytan’s handiwork, according to 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah who reported it from Ibn ‘Abbas. SI Said 
bin Jubayr said that Rijs means ‘sin"® while Zayd bin Aslam 
said; “An evil handiwork of Shaytan.”7 
tyaaeb > 
50 avoid that} avoid all of these abominations, 
dip ealslp 
4in order that you may be successful.> and this is a statement of 

encouragement. Allah said next, 


Nl such saying, through all of its routes, ue ‘not authentically 
attributable to him, may Allah be pleased with him. 

2) at-Tabari 4 :322 323. 

(3) At-Tabari 4:325. 

(4) At-Tabari 4:324. 

IS) At-Tabari 10:565. 

(61 ay-Tabari 4:330. 

71 At-Tabari 10:565. 
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Gime 374 PF org eave “ 
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¢Shaytan wants only to excite enmity and hatred between you 
with Khamr (intoxicants) and Maysir (gambling), and hinder 
you from the remembrance of Allah and from the Salah (the 
prayer). So, will you not then abstain?» 


This is a threat and a warning. 


Hadiths that Prohibit Khamr (Intoxicants) 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, “There were 
three stages to prohibiting Khamr (intoxicants). When the 
Messenger of Allah # migrated to Al-Madinah, the people were 
consuming alcohol and gambling, so they asked the Messenger 
of Allah # about these things, Allah revealed, 

toll O55 Bee a BG AS __g tes 
<They ask you about alcoholic drink and gambling. Say: ‘In 
them is a great sin, and (some) benefit for men .’’>[2:219}, 


until the end of the Ayah. The people said, ‘They (intoxicants 
and gambling) were not prohibited for us. Allah only said, 


Ko 6s Le 3, id 
In them is a great sin, and (some) benefit for men. , 


So they went on drinking Khamr until one day, one of the 
emigrants lead his companions in the Maghrib prayer and 
mixed up the Ayat in his recitation, Thereafter, Allah sent 
down a tougher statement, ) . 

CdS CES SS KE UG Syheast tgc g iste oat Ele> 
jn ie Pind ome Approach not the Salah (the prayer) when 
runken state unti c , 
ich irises ntil you know (the meaning of) 


Then, the people would drink before the time of the prayer 


so that they would atte 

5 nd the pr i 

Riches Cle: a prayer while sober, A firmer 
s+ PA cote i heti¢ C5 fe pew sth ans hte 


5 huz 
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€O you who believe! Khamr, Maysir, Ansab, and Azlam are 
an abomination of Shaytan’s handiwork. So avoid that in order 
that you may be successful.>[5:90-91] 

So they said, ‘We abstained, O Lord!’ Later, some people 
said, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! Some people died in the cause of 
Allah, while some others died in their beds, but they used to 
drink alcohol and indulge in gambling, which Allah has made 
a Rijs of the work of Shaytan.’ So Allah sent down, 


Ciba OE cctuaat 5) in Salt je Sp 
¢Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there is no sin 


on them for what they ate...> [5:93], until the end of the 
Ayah. 


The Prophet 2% said, 
seBG USS le GS gh 
‘Had they been made impermissible for them, they would have 
abandoned them as yor have abandoned them.» Ahmad 
recorded this Hadith." 
Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab said, “O 


Allah! Explain the verdict about Khamr to us clearly.” The 
Ayah in Surat Al-Bagarah was revealed, 


€They ask you about alcoholic drink and gambling. Say: “In 
them is a great sin.’">[2:219] 


‘Umar was summoned and this Ayah was recited to him, but 
he still said, “O Allah! Make the verdict of Khamr clear to us.” 
Then the Ayah in Strat An-Nisd’ was revealed, 


ee NG pleat (B55 Ifans St lg 
<O you who believe! Do not approach the Salah when you are 
in a drunken state .>[4:43] 


Thereafter, the Prophet # had someone herald when it was 
ime to pray, “Those in a drunken state are not to approach the 
prayer.” ‘Umar was again summoned and the Ayah was recited 
to him, but he still said, “O Allah! Make the verdict concerning ~ 


he Ahmad 2:351. 
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Khamr clear to us.” Then, the Ayah in Strat Al-Ma’idah [5:91] 
was revealed, and Umar was summoned and it was recited to 
him. When he reached the part of the Ayah that reads, 


dans BF Ib> 
€So, will you not then abstain?>(5:91), 


Umar said, “We abstained, we abstained.”"! Abu Dawud, 

At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nasa’??) recorded this Hadith. ‘Ali bin Al- 
Madini and At-Tirmidhi graded it Sahih. 

It is recorded in the Two Sahihs, that ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab 
said in a speech; while standing on the Minbar of the 
Messenger of Allah {in the Prophet’s Masjid in Al-Madinah) “O 
people! The prohibition of Khamr was revealed; and Khamr was 
extracted from five things: From grapes, dates, honey, wheat 
and barley. Khamr is what intoxicates the mind. “13] Al. 
Bukhari recorded that Ibn ‘Umar said, “The prohibition of 
Khamr was revealed when there were five kinds of intoxicants 
in Al-Madinah, besides what was produced from grapes.”"* 


Another Hadith 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Anas said, “I once was giving an 
alcoholic beverage to Abu ‘Ubaydah bin Al-Jarrah, ‘Ubayy bin 
Ka‘b, Suhayl bin Bayda’ and several of their friends meeting at 
Abu Talhah’s house. When they were almost intoxicated, some 
Muslims came and said, ‘Did you not know that Khamr has 
been prohibited?’ They said, ‘We'll wait and ask.’ They then 
said, ‘O Anas! Spill the remaining alcohol out of your 
container.’ By Allah! They never drank it again, and their 
Khamr at that time was made from unripe and normal 
dates.”"5! This is also recorded in the Two Sahihs. In another 
narration by Anas, “I was the butler of the people in the house 
of Abu Talhah when Khamr was prohibited, and in those days 
alcohol was made from unripe and normal dates. A caller then 


14 Ahmad 1:53. 

2) Abu Dawud 4:79, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:417, An-NasAi 8 :286. 
IS] Fath Al-Bari 8:126, Muslim 4:2322. 

(41 Fath ALBari 8:126. 

IS] Ahmad 3:181. 
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heralded, and Abu Talhah ordered me to see what it was 
about. So I found that a person was announcing that alcoholic 
drinks had been prohibited. Abu Talhah ordered me to go out 
and spill the wine. I went out and spilled it, and it flowed in 
the streets of Al-Madinah. Some people said, ‘Some people 
were killed and wine was still in their stomachs.’ Later on, 
Allah’s revelation came, 


Cab Ca BE tut LSS he Salt SD 
<Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there is no sin 
on them for what they ate...>[5:93]."""! 


Ibn Jarir recorded that Anas bin Malik said, “I was serving 
Abu Talhah, Abu ‘Ubaydah bin Al-Jarrah, Abu Dujanah, 
Mu‘adh bin Jabal and Suhayl bin Bayda’, until they became 
intoxicated from an alcoholic drink made of mixed unripe and 
normal dates. Then I heard someone herald, ‘Khamr has been 
made illegal.” So no one went in or out until we spilled the 
alcohol and broke its barrels. Some of us then performed 
ablution and others took a shower, and we wore some 
perfume. We then went out to the Masjid while the Messenger 
of Allah # was reciting, 


weer Bese og - 


CEE SM ye Ss 2a, BMG ZOMG 255 Jair tc Bt 
€O you who believe! Khamr, Maysir, Ansab, and Azlam are 
only an abomination of Shaytan’s handiwork. So avoid 
that...>[5:90], until, 

ised A 8 
€So, will you not then abstain?>[5:9 1]. 


A man asked, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! What about those who 
died drinking it?’ Allah sent down the verse, 


dish Us ES esruen LS Mhen Salt oe Sp 


<Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there is no sin 
on them for what they ate.>[5:93].”? 


(1) Fath Al-Bari 5:133, Muslim 3:1570. 
(21 At-Tabari 10:578. 
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Another Hadith 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Umar said that the 
Messenger of Allah # said, 


ctdteg By ee EI sib oetsl ke ye REI coh 
sis cay Dlacdiy egies apes poly bey UL 
«Ten matters related to Khamr were cursed. Khamr itself was 
cursed, whoever drinks it, its server, setler, buyer, brewer, who 
asks for it to be brewed, whoever carries it, whomever it is 


carried to and whoever consumes its price. Abu Dawud 
and Ibn Majah'?! recorded this Hadith. 


Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Umar said, “Once, the Messenger 
of Allah #% went out and I went out with him. I walked to his 
right, but Abu Bakr came along and I gave way to him, and 
Abu Bakr was walking on the Prophet’s right, while I was 
waiixing on his left. Then ‘Umar came along and he was walking 
on the Prophet’s left, since I gave way to him. The Messenger of 
Allah then found a leather skin hanging containing alcohol, so 
he asked for a knife and ordered that the skin be cut open. He 
then said, 


reer eee on goaun ed qrede Pe Cry ore ete Rig ee SOLS af 
cay Fycdiy gly Gey gays dE) ey LEy AI Cil 
OUgesd JST5 Bj ates Kolb 

tKhamr was cursed, and so are those who drink it, serve it, 


sell it, buy it, carry it, have it carried to them, brew it, have it 
brewed and consume its price.v""*! 


Another Hadith 


Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Bayhaqi recorded that Sa‘d said, “There 
were four Aydt revealed about Khamr...” He then said, “A man 
from Al-Ansar made some food and invited us. We drank 
Khamr before it was prohibited and became intoxicated, and 
thus started to boast about our status. The Ansar said that 


el Ahmad 2:25. 
(2) abu Dawud no.2674, Ibn Majah no.3380. 
{31 Ahmad 2:71. 
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they were better, while Quraysh (the Muhdjirin) said that they 
were better. So a man from the Ansar took a bone and struck 
Sa‘d’s nose with it and made a flesh wound on it. Ever since 
that happened, Sa‘d’s nose had a scar from that wound. The 
Ayah, 


€7i5i, At yp 
4Intoxicants, gambling,> until, 
iid iad 
€So, will you not then abstain?» was later revealed.” Muslim 
recorded this Hadith |!" 
Another Hadith 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said, “This 
Ayah in the Qur’an, 


AS Ce SOK ys Sey BMG LONG AG Jat Gy eX Sd ap 
wag & oh 
CS pus 

Ne 


€O you who believe! Khamr, Maysir, Ansab, and Azlam are 
only an abomination of Shaytan's handiwork. So avoid that in 
order that you may be successful.>[5:90}, 


was also in the Tawrah; ‘Allah has sent down truth to 
eradicate falsehood, joyful play, flute or wind instruments, 
Zafan (dances) and Kibdrat (refering to cabarets using the lute 
and bagpipe), tambourine, guitar, harp and lyric and love 
poetry. And Khamr is bitter for those who taste it. Allah has 
vewed by His grace and power, ‘Whoever drinks it after I 
prohibited it, I will make him thirsty on the Day of 
Resurrection. Whoever abandons it after I prohibited it, I will 
let him taste it in the residence of Grace (Paradise).’” Its chain 
of narration is Sahih'?! 


Another Hadith 
Ash-Shafii narrated that Malik narrated that Nafi‘ said that 
Ibn ‘Umar said that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
(4 Al-Bayhaqi 8:285, Muslim no.1748. 
I thn Abi Hatim 4:1196. 
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BEN gb ae ee SS Saree SGU 3 hbo 8 tf 


«Whoever drinks Khamr in the life of this world and does not 
repent from it, will be deprived of it in the Hereafter.» 


Al-Bukhari and Muslim recorded this Hadith |!) Muslim 
recorded that Ibn Umar said that the Messenger of Allah #% 
said, 

Jo A 585 SS BIO a5 Gs s~ 33 ns x Js 
GV FE te 


«Every intoxicant is Khamr, and every intoxicant is unlawful. 
Whoever drinks Khamr and dies while addicted to it, without 
repenting from drinking it, will not drink it in the Hereafter .»'! 


‘Abdur-Rahm4an bin Al-Harith bin Hisham said that he heard 
Uthman bin ‘Affan saying, “Avoid Khamr, for it is the mother 
of all sins. There was a man before your time who used to 
worship Allah secluded from the people. Later, an evil woman 
loved him and sent her female servant to him saying that they 
wanted him to witness something. So he went with the 
servant. Whenever they went through the door, she locked it 
behind them, until he reached a beautiful woman with a 
young servant boy and some alcohol. She said to him, ‘By 
Allah! I did not invite you to be a witness for anything, but 
called you to have sex with me, kill this boy or drink this 
alcohol.’ So she gave him some alcohoi, and he kept asking for 
more until he [became intoxicated and] had sex with her and 
killed the boy. Therefore, avoid Khamr, because it is never 
combined with faith, but one of them is bound to expei the 
other (from the heart).” This was recorded by Al-Bayhaai.'*! 
This statement has an authentic chain of narration. Abu Bakr 
bin Abi Ad-Dunya recorded this statement in his book on the 
prohibition of intoxicants, but he related it from the Prophet. 
#% Relating it from Uthmdan is more authentic, and Allah knows 
best. 

Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “When 


"1 Musnad Ash-Shafii no.1763, Al-Bukhari no.5575, Muslim 2003. 
[2] Muslim no.2003. 
[3] 4l-Bayhaqi 8 :287 ,288. 


Stirah 5. Al-Ma‘idah (90 - 93) (Part-7) 263 


Khamr was prohibited, some people said, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! 
What about our brethren who died while still drinking Khamr?’ 
Allah sent down the ee 
GL Ca C2 ul HL EK el Ge SD 

«Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there is no sin 

on them for what they ate,> 
until the end of the Ayah. When the Qiblah (direction of the 
prayer) was changed (from Jerusalem to Makkah), some people 
asked, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! What about our brethren who 
died while still praying toward Jerusalem?’ Allah sent down, 

. eee TS 
¢And Allah would never make your faith to be 
lost .>”[2:143]"! 
‘Abdullah bin Mas‘td said that the Prophet 2 said when the 
Ayah, 
€1Bai5 VAST ny Gab a Re staat ss Khan ge Sa 


<Those who believe and do righteous good deeds, there is no 
sin on them for what they ate, if they have Taqwa, and 
believe ...> 


was revealed, 
tgs ro a 
«! was told, that you are among them.» 


This is the narration that Muslim, At-Tirmidhi and An- 
Nasa7?! collected. 


BE fi ay Key KN Be cot gh AY kx Sat CD 
ape Si URE 9 Gen Saif Ce oe 
55K 6 (ia KE ye hy KE NG Bo eK 
36 5 GG HE SIG 3 oe, as J fase sch Be 
Bo ster So ste 3.7 ve 


3 le 
1 Gel 5 Fe Ait f 
aap A 99 Te Ay Aen a ooh 


Y 


(1) Ahmad 1:295. 


2] Muslim 4:1910, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8:419, An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubra 
6 :337. 
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94. O you who believe! Allah will certainly make a trial for 
you with something in the game that is well within reach of 
your hands and your lances, that Allah may test who fears Him 
in the unseen. Then whoever transgresses thereafter, for him 
there is a painful torment.> 


€95. O you who believe! Kill not game while you are in a state 
of Ihram, and whosoever of you kills it intentionally, the 
penalty is an offering, brought to the Ka‘bah, of livestock 
equivalent to the one he killed, as adjudged by two just men 
among you; or, for expiation, he should feed the poor, or its 
equivalent in fasting, that he may taste the heaviness 
(punishment) of his deed. Allah has forgiven what is past, but 
whosoever commits it again, Allah will take retribution from 
him. And Allah is Almighty, All-Able of Retribution .> 


Prohibiting Hunting Game in the Sacred Area and 
During the State of Ihram 
[‘Ali bin Abi Talhah] Al-Walibi said that Ibn ‘Abbas said that 
Allah’s statement, 
Cte Ra AG cai Se sh at Bd 
€Allah will certainly make a trial for you with something in 
(the matter of) the game that is well within reach of your hands 
and your lances, }([5:94], 
refers to, “The weak and young game. Allah tests His servants 
with such game during their Ihram, that if they wish, they 
would be able to catch it with their hands. Allah has 
commanded them to avoid catching it.”!"| Mujahid said that, 
«Ka LIE 
¢well within reach of your hands} refers to the young game and 
chicks, while 
4520, 


¢and your lances,> refers to mature game.!?!_ Muqatil bin 
Hayyan said that this Ayah was revealed during the ‘Umrah of 


(I At-Tabari 10:584. 
2] at-Tabari 10:583. 
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Al-Hudaybiyyah, when wild game and birds were coming to the 
Muslim camping area, which they had never seen the likes of 
before. Allah prohibited them from hunting the game while in 
the state of Ihram, 


Ca BE si > 
¢that Allah may test who fears Him in the unseen >"! 


Therefore, Allah tests His servants with the game that comes 
near their camping area, for if they wish, they can catch it 
with their hands and spears in public and secret. This is how 
the obedience of those who obey Allah in public and secret 
becomes apparent and tested. In another Ayah, Allah said; 


450055 yah a salt ee Ste jal i> 


<Verily! Those who fear their Lord in the unseen, theirs will be 
forgiveness and a great reward (i.e. Paradise) .> 


Allah said next, 
EAS aa satel yop 
<Then whoever transgresses thereafter .> 
after this warning and threat, according to As-Suddi, then, 
42a Si sp 
€for him there is a painful torment.> 


for his defiance of Allah’s command and what He has decreed. 
Allah said next, 


iy oly SS ES ene Salt Hep 
€O you who believe! Kill not game while you are in a state of 
Thram ,> 


This Ayah prohibits killing the game in the state of Ihram, 
except what is exempt from this as mentioned in the Two 
Sahihs; ‘A’ishah narrated that the Messenger of Allah # said, 


lds ooiliy Hiadiy oh gal adi a okt Set) 
v5 ht CIS; 


(1 Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 3 :185. 
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«Five are Fawdsiq, they may be killed while in Ihrdm or not; 
the crow, the kite, the scorpion, the mouse and the rabid 
dog .0!'! 


Ibn Umar narrated that the Messenger of Allah # said, 
Handly Sia 2 Sis eeu se pT Sa ye fd 


9 eee 


ah Likhy lig 2okiy 


Wt is not harmful in a state of Thram to kill five kinds of 
animals: the crow, the kite, the scorpion, the mouse and the 
rabid dog .»|?! 

This Hadith was recorded in the Two Sahihs.) Ayyub 
narrated that Nafi‘ narrated similar wordings for this Hadith 
from Ibn Umar." Ayyub said, “So I said to Nafi‘, What about 
the snake?’ He said, There is no doubt that killing the snake 
is allowed.”"5! The ruling concerning the rabid dog also 
includes the wolf, lion, leopard, tiger and their like, since they 
are more dangerous than the rabid dog, or because the term 
Kalb (dog) covers them. Allah knows best. 

Abu Sa‘id narrated that the Prophet # was asked about the 
animals that the Muhrim is allowed to kill and he said, 


Jah ish ake 5 oid 5) digg ook up 

Q52l B55 ia; 
The snake, the scorpion, the mouse, and the crow - which is 
shot at but not killed - the rabid dog, the kite and wild beasts of 
prey. 


Abu Dawud recorded this Hadith, as did At-Tirmidhi, who 
said, “Hasan”, and Ibn Majah.'°! 


(1) Al-Bukhari no. 3314, Muslim no. 1198. 

[2] Al-Muwatta’ 1:356. 

[3] Fath Al-Bari 4:42, Muslim 2:858. 

[4] An-Nasa’7 5:190. 

[5] Fath Al-Bari 6:44. 

(61 Abu Dawud 2:424, Tuhfat AlLAhwadhi 3 :576, Ibn Majah 2 :1032. 
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The Penalty of Killing Game in the Sacred Area or in the 
State of Ihrdm 


Allah said, 


<And whosoever of you kills it intentionally, the penalty is [an 
offering of] livestock equivalent to the one he killed .> 
Mujahid bin Jabr said, “The meaning of ‘intentionally’ here is 
that one intends to kill the game while forgetting that he is in 
the state of Inradm. Whoever intentionally kills the game while 
aware that he is in the state of Ihram, then this offense is 
more grave than to make an expiation, and he also loses his 
Thram.”™"| This statement is odd, and the view of majority is 
that they have to pay the expiation for killing the game 
whether they forgot that they are in Ihram or not. Az-Zuhri 
said, “The Book (the Qur’an) asserts the expiation for 
intentional killing, and the Sunnah included those who forget, 
as well.”?1 The meaning of this statement is that the Qur’an 
mentioned the expiation and sin of those who intentionally kill 
game, 
is i AEG oe 5 SH BA 5S SVK 
<that he may taste the heaviness (punishment) of his deed. 
Allah has forgiven what is past, but whosoever commits it 
again, Allah will take retribution from him .> 


the Sunnah that includes the rulings issued by the Prophet 
and his Companions, indicated the necessity of expiation in 
cases of unintentional killing of game, just as the Book 
legislated expiation for intentional killing. Killing game is a form 
of waste, which requires expiation in intentional and 
unintentional cases, although those who intend it have sinned, 
rather than those who made an honest error. 
Allah’s statement, 


tl & BC Ss RD 


<The penalty is [an offering of] livestock equivalent to the one 
he killed .> 


(1 At-Tabari 11:8. 
[21 At-Tabari 11:11. 
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indicates the necessity of offering an equivalent animal to the 
one the Muhrim killed. The Companions gave rulings that the 
camel, for instance, is the equivalent of the ostrich, the cow is 
the equivalent of wild cattle, and the goat for the deer. As for 
the cases when there is no equivalent for the killed animal, 
Ibn ‘Abbas said that one should spend its amount in Makkah 
(i.e. charity), as Al-Bayhaqi recorded. 
Allah’s statement, 
€KG 52 Ui om KEY 
€As adjudged by two just men among you ;> 

means, two just Muslim men should determine an animal 
equivalent to the game killed, or the amount of its price. Ibn 
Jarir recorded that Abu Jarir Al-Bajali said, “I killed a deer 
when I was in the state of Jhrdm and mentioned this fact to 
‘Umar, who said, ‘Bring two of your brethren and let them 
judge you.’ So I went to ‘Abdur-Rahman and Sa‘d and they 
said that I should offer a male sheep.”"! Ibn Jarir recorded 
that Tariq said, “Arbad killed a deer while in the state of Ihram 
and he went to ‘Umar to judge him. Umar said to him, ‘Let us 
both judge,’ and they judged that Arbad should offer a goat 
that was fed on abundant water and grass. Umar commented, 


Es Ji in RD 
€As adjudged by two just men among you ;>. 
Allah’s statement, 


[2] 


42255 gs Cap 
¢...an offering brought to the Ka‘bah.> 


indicates that this equivalent animal should be brought to the 
Ka‘bah, meaning, the Sacred Area, where it should be 
slaughtered and its meat divided between the poor of the 
Sacred Area. There is a consensus on this ruling. Allah said, 


qt, was Joe hase AL Tes slp 
¢or, for expiation, he should feed the poor, or its equivalent in 
fasting,> 


() At-Tabari 11:27. 
2) at-Tabari 11:26. 
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that is, if the Muhrim does not find an equivalent to what he 
killed, or the animal hunted is not comparable to anything 
else. 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on the 
Ayah, 


CC, OS JR Hass A Tas Sf csi as Os 


¢...an offering brought to the Ka‘bah, or, for expiation, he 
should feed the poor, or its equivalent in fasting .> 


“If the Muhrim killed game, then his judgement is its 
equivalent. If he kills an antelope, he offers a sheep 
slaughtered in Makkah. If he cannot, then he feeds six poor 
people, otherwise he should fast for three days. If he kills a 
deer, he offers a cow. If unable, he feeds twenty poor people, 
or otherwise if unable, he fasts for twenty days. If he kills an 
ostrich or zebra, he offers a camel, or he feeds thirty poor 
people, or fasts thirty days.” Ibn Abi Hatim and Ibn Jarir 
recorded this statement, and in Ibn Jarir’s narration, the food 
measurement is a Mudd (4 handfuls of food) each that suffices 
for the poor.!" 
Allah’s statement, 


2,1 SN 5555 > 
<that he may taste the heaviness (punishment) of his deed .> 


means, We have required him to pay this expiation so that he 
tastes the punishment of his error, 


$cc G a i> 


¢Allah has forgiven what is past.> during the time of JGhiliyyah, 
provided that one becomes good in Islam and follows Allah’s 
Law, all the while avoiding the sin. Allah then said, 


Cs, fit fab pene se 3 


<but whosoever commits it again, Allah will take retribution 
from him.> 


meaning, whoever does this after it has been prohibited in 
Islam and having knowledge that it is prohibited, 


(1 At-Tabari 11:31. 
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€ Aca ob Sap ti LH GSD 
¢Allah will take retribution from him. And Allah is Almighty, 
All-Able of retribution .> 


Ibn Jurayj said, “I said to ‘Ata’, ‘What is the meaning of, 
ie Ai ie 
€Allah has forgiven what is past.p?’ He said, ‘Meaning, during 
the time of Jahiliyyah.’ I asked about, 
ty Hie 5 
<but whosoever commits it again, Allah will take retribution 
from him.> 


He said, ‘Whoever commits this offense again in Islam, then 
Allah will take retribution from him and he also has to pay the 
expiation.’ I asked, Is there any punishment for repeating this 
offense that you know of?’ He said, ‘No.’ I said, ‘Do you think 
that the authorities should punish him?’ He said, ‘No, for it is 
a sin that he committed between him and Allah. He should 
pay the expiation.’” '"! Ibn Jarir recorded this statement. 


It was said that the ‘Allah will take retribution’ refers to the 
expiation, according to Sa‘id bin Jubayr, ‘Ata’, and the 
majority among the earlier and later generations.'?] They 
stated that when the Muhrim kills game, the expiation 
becomes necessary, regardless of whether it was the first, 
second or third offense, and whether intentional or by error. 


Ibn Jarir commented on Allah’s statement; 
hei 3 he a> 
¢And Allah is Almighty, All-Able of retribution .> 


“Allah says that He is invincible in His control, none can 
resist Him, prevent Him from exacting retribution from 
anyone, or stop Him from punishing anyone. This is because 
all creation is His creation and the decision is His, His is the 
might, and His is the control. His statement, 


€ asi 95> 


(1) At-Tabari 11:48. 
(2) At-Tabari 11:50. 
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€All-Able of retribution .> 


meaning, He punishes 
those who disobey 
Him for their 
disobedience of 
Him.”!4 
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496. Lawful to you is water game and its use for food - for the 
benefit of yourselves and those who travel, but forbidden is (the 
pursuit of) land game as long as you are in a state of Thram. 
And have Taqwa of Allah to Whom you shall be gathered 


back .> 


€97. Allah has made the Ka‘bah, the Sacred House, an asylum 
of security and benefits for mankind, and also the Sacred Month 
and the animals of offerings and the garlanded, that you may 
know that Allah has knowledge of ail that is in the heavens and 
all that is in the earth, and that Allah is the All-Knower of each 


and everything .> 


Q) At-Tabari 11:57. 
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€98. Know that Allah is severe in punishment and that Allah is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .> 


€99. The Messenger’s duty is but to convey. And Allah knows 
all that you reveal and all that you conceal.> 


Water Game is Allowed for the Muhrim 
Sa‘id bin Al-Musayyib, Sa‘id bin Jubayr and others 
commented on Allah’s statement; 
é fii cK Ly 
<Lawful to you is (the pursuit of) water game...> 
that it means, what one eats fresh from it, while, 
his 
And its use for food what is eaten dry and salted.'") Ibn ‘Abbas 
said that ‘water game’ refers to what is taken from water while 
still alive, while, 
4K 
¢and its use for food» refers to what the water throws ashore 
dead. Similar statements were reported from Abu Bakr As- 
Siddiq, Zayd bin Thabit, ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr, Abu Ayyub Al- 
Ansari, Ikrimah, Abu Salamah bin ‘Abdur-Rahman, Ibrahim 
An-Nakhai and Al-Hasan Al-Basri. 
Allah’s statement, 
4G Ki up 
for the benefit of yourselves and those who travel,> 
as food and provision for you, 
45> 


¢and those who travel,» those who are in the sea and traveling 
along the sea, according to Tkrimah.'7! Other scholars said that 
water game is allowed for those who fish it from the sea, as well 
as, when it is salted and used as food for travelers inland. A 
similar statement was reported from Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid and 


Ol At-Tabari 11:59. 
(21 at-Tabari 11:71. 
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As-Suddi and others.'") Imam Malik bin Anas recorded that 
Jabir bin ‘Abdullah said, “Allah’s Messenger #% sent an army 
towards the east coast and appointed Abu Ubaydah bin Al- 
Jarrah as their commander, and the army consisted of three 
hundred men, including myself. We marched on until we 
reached a place where our food was about to finish. Abu 
‘Ubaydah ordered us to collect all the food for our journey, and 
it was collected in two bags of dates. Abu ‘Ubaydah kept on 
giving us our daily ration in small amounts from it, until it was 
exhausted. The share of each of us used to be one date only.” I 
(one of the narrators from Jabir) said, “How could one date 
suffice for you?” Jabir replied, “We came to know its value 
when even that finished.” Jabir added, “When we reached the 
seashore, we saw a huge fish which was like a small mountain. 
The army ate from it for eighteen days. Then Abu ‘Ubaydah 
ordered that two of its ribs be affixed in the ground. Then he 
ordered that a she-camel be ridden, and it passed under the 
two ribs (forming an arch) without touching them.”?! This 
Hadith was also collected in the Two Sahihs.'*! 


Malik recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, “A man asked 
Allah’s Messenger, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! We go to sea and 
carry little water with us. If we use it for Wudu’, we get 
thirsty, so should we use seawater for Wuda’?’ The Messenger 
of Allah 2 said, 


cis Lahn oh ue 5 geht 550 
«Its water is pure and its dead are lawfulo "41 


The two Imams, Ash-Shafii and Ahmad bin Hanbal, recorded 
this Hadith, along with the Four Sunan compilers. Al-Bukhari, 
At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Hibban graded it Sahih. This Hadith was 
also recorded from the Prophet 2 by several other 
Companions. '5! 


(1) at-Tabari 11:72,73. 

[2] Al-Muwatta’ 2 :930. 

13] Fath Al-Bari 5:152, Muslim 3:1535. 

(41 AL Muwatta’ 1:22. 

IS! Musnad Ash-Shafit no. 25, Ahmad 2:238, Abu Dawud no.83, At- 
Tirmidhi no. 69, An-Nas4i 1:50, Ibn Majah no. 386, Ibn 
Khuzaymah no.111, Ibn Hibban no. 119. 
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Hunting Land Game is Prohibited During Thram 
Allah said, 
4p 8G A Ace Kee apap 


<but forbidden is land game as long as you are in a state of 
Thrém.> 


Therefore, hunting land game during Jhram is not allowed, 
and if someone who is in the state of Ihrdm hunts, he will 
have to pay expiation, along with the sin he earns if he does it 
intentionally. If he hunts by mistake, he will have to pay the 
expiation and is not allowed to eat from it, because this type 
of game is just like dead animals, be he a Muhrim or a non- 
Muhrim. 

If someone who is not in the state of Jaram hunts and gives 
the food to a Muhrim, the Muhrim is not allowed to eat from its 
meat if it was killed for him in particular. As-Sab bin 
Jaththamah said that he gave a zebra as a gift to the Prophet 
#8 in the area of Waddan or Abwa’, the Prophet 3% gave it back. 
When the Prophet 3% saw the effect of his returning the gift on 
As-Sa‘b’s face, he said, 


«We only gave it back to you because we are in a state of 
Thram.» 


This Hadith was collected in the Two Sahihs.''! The Prophet 
# thought that As-Sa‘b hunted the zebra for him, and this is 
why he refused to take it. Otherwise, the Muhrim is allowed to 
eat from the game if one who is not in Ikram hunts it. For when 
Abu Qatddah hunted a zebra when he was not a Muhrim and 
offered it to those who were in the state of Jhram, they hesitated 
to eat from it. They asked the Messenger of Allah #¢ and he 
said, 


YS 3 Sl Sf Gy sai Sci ote SS fan 


‘Did any of you point at it or help kill it?» They said, “No.” 
He said, 


"1 Al Bukhari no. 1825 ,2573, Muslim 2:850. 
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«1 S50 


«Then eat,» and he also ate from it. This Hadith is also in 
the Two Sahihs with various wordings.!"! 


{Ibn Kathir only mentioned Aydt 96 to 99 here and explained 
the better part of Ayah number 96, but he did not mention 
the explanation of the rest of that Ayah or the other Aydt (97 
to 99). This is the case in all of the copies of his Tafsir in 
existence, and he might have forgotten to do that, for it is less 
likely that all who copied this book forgot to copy only this 
part. So we used a summary of the Tafsir of these Ayat from 
the Imam of Tafsir, Ibn Jarir At-Tabari. We tried to summarize 
At-Tabari’s eloquent words to the best of our ability, by Allah’s 
help and leave.] 


te oe Be te gh Ser 
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¢And have Taqwa of Allah to Whom you shall be gathered 
back .> 


Allah says, fear Allah, O people, and beware of His might, by 
obeying what He commands you and avoiding what He 
prohibits for you in these Aydt revealed to your Prophet 3%. 
These Aydt forbid Khamr, gambling, Al-Ansdb and Al-Azlam, 
along with hunting land game and killing it while in the state of 
Thram. To Allah will be your return and destination, and He will 
punish you for disobeying Him and will reward you for obeying 
Him. 

405 0S Ks; 3 psi ESN TOK it Fe > 


¢Allah has made the Ka‘bah, the Sacred House, an asylum of 
security and benefits for mankind ,> 
Allah says, Allah made the Ka‘bah, the Sacred House, an 
asylum of safety for the people who have no chief to prevent 
the strong from transgressing against the weak, the evil from 
the good-doers, and the oppressors from the oppressed. 


ie OF eh Fos 


43s; Gall ipa peel 
¢And also the Sacred Month and the animals of offerings and 


0) Fath ALBari 9 :528, Muslim 2 :362. 
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the garlanded .> 


Allah says that He made these symbols an asylum of safety 

for the people, just as He made the Ka‘bah an asylum of 
safety for them, so that He distinguishes them from each 
other, for this is their asylum and symbol for their livelihood 
and religion. Allah made the Ka‘bah, the Sacred Month, the 
Hady, the garlanded animals and people an asylum of safety 
for the Arabs who used to consider these symbols sacred. 
Thus, these symbols were just like the chief who is obeyed by 
his followers, and who upholds harmony and public safety. As 
for the Ka‘bah, it includes the entire sacred boundary. Allah 
termed it “Haram” because He prohibited hunting its game 
and cutting its trees or grass. Similarly, the Ka‘bah, the 
Sacred Month, the animals of offerings and the garlands were 
the landmarks of existing Arabs. These symbols were sacred 
during the time of Jahiliyyah and the people’s affairs were 
guided and protected by them. With Islam they became the 
symbols of their Hajj, their rituals, and the direction of the 
prayer. [i.e., the Ka‘bah in Makkah.] 
CHCA 2St aI SENT 3 U5 oseail au A dS is asp 
that you may know that Allah has knowledge of all that is in 
the heavens and all that is in the earth, and that Allah is the 
All-Knower of each and everything .> 


Allah says; O ‘people, I made these symbols an asylum for 
you, so that you know that He Who made these symbols that 
benefit your life and provide you with security, also knows 
everything in the heavens and earth that brings about your 
immediate or eventual benefit. Know that He has perfect 
knowledge of everything and that none of your deeds or affairs 
ever escapes His observation; and He will count them for you 
so that He rewards those who do good with the same and 
those who do evil in kind. 


wes te 


dicted Be SG Yo At di LED 
<Know that Allah is severe in punishment and that Allah is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .> 


Allah says, know that your Lord, Who has perfect knowledge 
of whatever is in the heavens and earth, and Who is never 
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unaware of your deeds - public or secret - is severe in 
punishment for those who disobey and defy Him. He also 
pardons the sins of those who obey and repent to Him, more 
Merciful than to punish them for the sins that they repented 


from. ie ppdee oe 6 MB we ste sete Bate Hate ae 
40585 05 5 vA ih ONY] Jet & up 


4The Messenger’s duty is but to convey. And Allah knows all 
that you reveal and all that you conceal.> 


This is a warning from Allah for His servants in which He 
says: Our Messenger, whom We sent to you, has only to 
convey Our Message and then the reward for the obedience, 
and punishment for the disobedience is on Us. The obedience 
of those who accept Our Message never escapes Our 
knowledge, just as in the case of those who disobey and defy 
Our Message. We know what one of you does, demonstrates 
physically, announces, and utters with his tongue, and what 
you hide in your hearts, be it of faith, disbelief, certainty, 
doubt or hypocrisy. He Who is so capable, then nothing that 
the hearts conceal, nor any of the apparent acts of the souls 
in the heavens and earth could escape His knowledge. In His 
Hand, alone, is the reward and punishment, and He is worthy 
to be feared, obeyed and never disobeyed. 

IS gle SSE LB SA GH Sah Lil fs Y o> 
4100. Say: “Not equal are the bad things and the good things, 
even though the abundance of the bad may please you.” So have 
Taqwa of Allah, O men of understanding in order that you may 
be successful .> 


4101. O you who believe! Ask not about things which, if made 
plain to you, may cause you trouble. But if you ask about them 
while the Qur'an is being revealed, they will be made plain to 
you. Allah has forgiven that, and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Forbearing .> 


4102. Before you, a community asked such questions, then on 
that account they became disbelievers.> 
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Allah says to His Messenger 3, 
isp 
<Say,> O Muhammad 3, 


datas $5 cab Lapis 
<Not equal are the bad things and the good things, even though 
they may please you» O human, 


Kes5ii BS 
<the abundance of bad.» This Ayah means, the little permissible 
is better than the abundant evil. 
4M ail 31 i,8p 
¢have Taqwa of Allah, O men of understanding...> 


who have sound minds, avoid and abandon the impermissible, 
and let the permissible be sufficient for you, 


dpa KLp 


¢in order that you may be successful.) in this life and the 
Hereafter. 


Unnecessary Questioning is Disapproved of 
Allah said next, 
C55 BS oy Tg ites Ven ast Gap 
€O you who believe! Ask not about things which, if made plain 
to you, may cause you trouble.> 
This Ayah refers to good conduct that Allah is teaching His 
believing servants, by forbidding them from asking about 
useless things. Since if they get the answers they sought, they 
might be troublesome for them and difficult on their ears. Al- 
Bukhari recorded that Anas bin Malik said, “The Messenger of 


Allah 3% gave a speech unlike anything I heard before. In this 
speech, he said, 


a528 ks 8H peel > ‘al epiel V5 Dials AD 
uf you but know what I know, you will laugh little and cry a 
lot.» 
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The companions of Allah’s Messenger #% covered their faces 
and the sound of crying was coming out of their chests. A man 
asked, ‘Who is my father?’ The Prophet #% said, ‘So-and-so’. 
This Ayah was later revealed, 

4a fe WES I> 
Ask not about things...>."") 
Muslim, Ahmad, At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa7 recorded this 
Hadith.!?! 
Ibn Jarir recorded that Qatadah said about Allah’s 
statement, , ‘i - 2 ad 
55 Ki aby KN gs VU ot Gla 
<O you who believe! Ask not about things which, if made plain 
to you, may cause you trouble.> 

Anas bin Malik narrated that once, the people were 
questioning the Messenger of Allah # until they made him 
angry. So he ascended the Minbar and said, 

o 3% Ste. ro a ngiigciniget othe 
5525 VWrgd bd g Jk 
tYou will not ask me about anything today but I will explain it 
to you.) 
So the Companions of the Messenger of Allah #% feared that it 
was the commencement of a momentous event, and I looked to 
my right and left and found only people who covered their 
faces, crying. An argumentative man who was said to be the 
son of someone other than his true father asked, “O Allah’s 
Messenger! Who is my father? The Prophet 3% said, ‘Your father 
is Hudhafah.” ‘Umar stood up (when he saw anger on the 
Prophet’s face) and said, “We accept Allah as our Lord, Islam as 
our religion and Muhammad 3 as our Messenger, I seek refuge 
with Allah from the evil of the Fitan (trials in life and religion).” 
The Messenger of Allah # said, 


2 pete fe de B- eves es we skye ot] - -f of 
O39 west > NZ Salt J Soe cbs ps5 5s pl Z ji oo 
sts 

(1) Fath ALBGri 8:130. 


[2] Fath Al-Bari 11:326, Muslim 4:1832, Ahmad 3:180, Tuhfat Al- 
Ahwadhi 8 :421, Tuhfat Al-Ashraf 1:413. 
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«I have never witnessed both goodness and evil like I have 

today. Paradise and the Fire were shown to me and I saw them 

before that wall.0!') This Hadith was recorded in the Two 

Sahihs from Sa‘id.'?! aa 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Some people used 

to question the Messenger of Allah #% to mock him. One of 
them would ask, ‘Who is my father,’ while another would ask, 
‘Where is my camel,’ when he lost his camel. Allah sent down 
this Ayah about them, 


C55 Bd oy HM Ses Vien ol Clap 
€O you who believe! Ask not about things which, if made plain 
to you, may cause you trouble...>.”>! 
Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Ali said, “When this Ayah was 
revealed, 
qh oh MEN oS & Ut & 4; 

¢And Hajj to the House is a duty that mankind owes to Allah, 
those who can bear the journey .>[3:97], 


they asked, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! Is it required every year?’ He 
did not answer them, and they asked again, ‘Is it every year?’ 
He still did not answer them, so they asked, Is it every year?’ 
He said, 


eetebeo i 255 gly ded LB hy 
«No, and had I said ‘yes’, it would have become obligated, and 


had it become obligated, you would not be able to bear it.» 
Allah sent down, 


55 HS oy ies Ve Slt Hep 
€O you who believe! Ask not about things which, if made plain 
to you, may cause you trouble.>.” 


At-Tirmidhi and Ibn Majah also recorded this Hadith."*! The 
apparent wording of this Ayah indicates that we are forbidden 


( At-Tabari 11:100. 

[21 Fath Al-Bari 13:47, Muslim 4 :1834. 

(3) Fath Al-Bari 8 :130. 

4} Ahmad 1:113, At-Tirmidhi no. 3055, Ibn Majah no. 2884. 
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to ask about things that if one has knowledge of, he would be 
sorry he had asked. Consequently, it is better to avoid such 
questions. 


Allah’s statement, 


SB, wsee AS 


4 Si SI Soe UES 5d 
<But if you ask about them while the Qur'an is being revealed, 
they will be made plain to you.> 


means, if you ask about things that you are prohibited from 
asking about, then when the revelation about them comes to 
the Messenger 3%, they will be made plain for you, 


di HL Sp 
<Verily! That is easy for Allah.» Allah said next, 
tis at ep 
¢Allah has forgiven that,» what you did before this, 
pe Li ibd 
¢and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Forbearing .> 
Do not ask about things that do not have a ruling yet, for 
because of your questions, a difficult ruling may be ordained. 
A Hadith states, 
castles Jal te IAS GSA! ob eget be ke 3 Ut Soaks ohaele 
‘The worst criminal among the Muslims is he who asks if a 


matter is unlawful (or not), and it becomes unlawful because of 
his asking about it .»!") 


It is recorded in the Sahih that the Messenger of Allah 2% said, 
ers reel Hii os xis SS te GE ip p85 Ge g95h? 
rgtl 
tLeave me as I have left you, those before you were destroyed 


because of many questions and disputing with their 
Prophets.v'?| An authentic Hadith also states, 


111 al-Bukhari no. 7289, Muslim no. 2358. 
2) Muslim 4 :1831. 
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tAllah, the Most 
Honored, has ordained 
some obligations, so do 
not ignore them; has set 
some limits, so do not 
trespass them; has pro- 
hibited some things, so 
do not commit them; and 
has left some things with- 
out rulings, out of mercy 
for you, not that He for- 
got them, so do not ask 
about therm .!") 


Allah said next, 
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<Before you, a community asked such questions, then on that 
account they became disbelievers.> 


meaning, some people before your time asked such questions 
and they were given answers. They did not believe the 
answers, so they became disbelievers because of that. This 
occurred because these rulings were made plain to them, yet 
they did not benefit at all from that, for they asked about 
these things not to gain guidance, but only to mock and defy. 


Ab WE US all I eS os GS ee Be bt at Se > 


0] Al-Bukhari 4623 and Muslim 2856. 
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€103. Allah has not instituted things like Bahirah or a Sa’ibah 
or a Wasilah or a Ham. But those who disbelieve invent lies 
against Allah, and most of them have no understanding .> 


4104. And when it is said to them: “Come to what Allah has 
revealed and unto the Messenger.” They say: “Enough for us 
is that which we found our fathers following,’’ even though 
their fathers had no knowledge whatsoever and no guidance.> 


The Meaning of Bahirah, Sa’ibah, Wasilah and Ham 


Al-Bukhari recorded that Sa‘id bin Al-Musayyib said, “The 
Bahirah is a female camel whose milk was spared for the idols 
and no one was allowed to milk it. The Sd’ibah is a female 
camel let loose for free pasture for the idols, and nothing was 
allowed to be carried on it. Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3 said, 


eb, of “ek ty5- os igh CES S eee + we vee af 
—~ oy J5l ols; «8 AP is >= eile zr’ cp ge Lah 

ae poe 
«I saw ‘Amr bin ‘Amir Al-Khuza‘i pulling his intestines behind 


him in the Fire, and he was the first to start the practice of 
Sa’ibah .3'" 


As for the Wasilah, it is a female camel set free for the idols, 
because it had given birth to a she-camel in its first delivery 
and then another she-camel at its second delivery. They used 
to set such camel free if she gave birth to two females without 
a male between them. As for the Ham, it is a male camel 
which would be freed from work for the idols, after it had 
finished a number of copulations assigned for it. The male 
camiel freed from work in this case is called a Hami.”!) 
Muslim and An-Nasa’i*! recorded this Hadith. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘tid said that 
(1) Al-Bayhaqi 10:12. 
[21 Fath ALBari 8:133. 

(31 Muslim 4:2192, An-Nasai in Al-Kubra 6 :338. 
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the Prophet 2% said, 
Ny Ab cele Yi she BIE oT PEN sy Coys Cee os IGF bp 
tl AP Ayer in 


(The first to start the practice of Sa’ibah and worshipping idols 
was Abu Khuza‘ah, ‘Amr bin ‘Amir. I saw him pulling his 
intestines behind him in the Fire.»!"| 


The ‘Amr mentioned in the above Hadith is the son of Luhay 
bin Qam‘ah, one of the chiefs of the tribe of Khuzaé‘ah who 
were the caretakers of the House of Allah after the tribe of 
Jurhum, (and before the Prophet’s #% tribe, Quraysh). He was 
the first to change the religion of Ibrahim (Al-Khalil in Makkah) 
bringing idol worshipping to the area of Hijaz (Western Arabia). 
He also called the foolish people to worship idols and offer 
sacrifices to them and started these ignorant rituals concerning 
the animals as well as other rituals of Jdhiliyyah. Allah said in 
Sdrat Al-An‘am, 


Pa Sten Bs oe Ye. ge 
qd al idl an WB ikass> 


¢And they assign to Allah a share of the tilth and cattle which 
He has created .. .>{3:136}. 


As for the Bahirah, ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “It is the female camel that has given delivery five times. 
After that, they looked at the fifth delivery, if it were a male, 
they would slaughter it and give it to the men only and not 
the women. If it were a female, they would cut off its ears and 
proclaim, This is a Bahirah (no one is allowed to milk it),’”?! 
As-Suddi and others mentioned a similar statement.!*! As for 
the Sd’ibah, Mujahid said that it is for sheep, and mentioned 
a similar meaning as for Bahirah. He said that it delivers six 
females and then a male, female or two males, and that they 
then would slaughter it (the newly born sheep) and feed its 
meat to the men, but not to the woman.'“l 

Muhammad bin Ishaq said that the Sd’ibah is the female 


Ml Anmad 1:446. 

2) At-Tabari 11:129. 
3) At-Tabari 11:139. 
(4) At-Tabari 11:128. 
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camel that delivers ten females, without giving birth to a single 
male between them. They would then set it free and no one 
was allowed to ride it, cut its wool or milk it, except for a 
guest. Abu Rawgq said, “The Sd’ibah was made as such when 
one goes out for some of his affairs and succeeds in whatever 
he intended to do. So he would designate a Sd’ibah from his 
property, a female camel or another type, and would set it free 
for the idols (in appreciation for his success). Then, whatever 
this camel gave birth to was set free for the idols too.” As- 
Suddi said, “When one’s affair was successful, or if he was 
cured from an illness, or if his wealth increased, he would set 
some of his wealth free for the idols. Those who would try to 
acquire any of the Sd’ibah property were punished in this 
world.” 

As for the Wasilah, ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “It is the sheep that gives birth seven times, if she gives 
birth to a male or a female stillborn at its seventh delivery, the 
men, but not the women, would eat from it. If she gave birth 
to a female, or a female and a male, they would set them free, 
proclaiming (about the male in this case), His sister Wasalat 
(literally, ‘connected him to being forbidden on us).” Ibn Abi 
Hatim recorded this statement.''! ‘Abdur-Razzaq narrated that 
Ma‘mar said that Az-Zuhri said that Said bin Al-Musayyib 
said that, 

€t05 L> 


<Or a Wasilah> 


“It is the female camel that gives delivery to a female and then 
another female at its second delivery. They would call such a 
camel a Wasilah, proclaiming that she has Wasalat 
(connected) between two females without giving birth to a male 
between them. So they used to cut off the ears of the Wasilah 
and let it roam free to pasture for their idols.”?! A similar 
explanation was reported from Imam Malik bin Anas. 
Muhammad bin Ishaq said, “The Wasilah sheep is the ewe 
that gives birth to ten females in five deliveries, giving birth to 
two females at each delivery. This sheep would be called 


(1) Ibn Abi Hatim 4:1222. 
(21 ‘abdur-Razzdq 1:196. 
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Wasilah and would be set free. Whatever this sheep delivers 
afterwards, male or female, would be given to the men, but not 
the women, but if it delivers a stillborn, men and women 
would share it!” 

As for the Ham, Al-‘Awfi said that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “If a 
man’s camel performs ten copulations, they would call him a 
Ham, ‘So set him free.,”!'! Similar was reported from Abu 
Rawq and Qatadah. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “The Ham is the male camel whose offspring gave birth 
to their own offspring; they would then proclaim, This camel 
has Hdma (protected) its back.’ Therefore, they would not 
carry anything on this male camel, cut his wool, prevent him 
from grazing wherever he likes or drinking from any pool, even 
if the pool did not belong to its owner.”7! Ibn Wahb said, “I 
heard Malik saying, ‘As for the Ham, it is the male camel who 
is assigned a certain number of copulations, and when having 
finished what was assigned to him, would have peacock 
feathers placed on him and be set free.’” Other opinions were 
also mentioned to explain this Ayah. 

There is a Hadith on this subject that Ibn Abi Hatim 
collected from Abu Ishaq As-Subay‘i from Al-Ahwas Al- 
Jushami from his father Malik bin Nadlah who said, “I came 
to the Prophet #3 wearing old clothes. So he said to me, 


SG J, a je 
«Do you have any property?» I said, ‘Yes.’ He asked, 
Just bf jy 


«What type?» I said, ‘All types; camels, sheep, horses and 
slaves.’ He said, ts eens ne ah 
te Fb YG ah SUT t3pe 


tlf Allah gives you wealth, then let it show on you.» He then 
asked, ; 


ep Say Gly get 
‘Do your camels deliver calves that have full ears?» 1 said, ‘Yes, 


() At-Tabari 11:129. 
2) Ibn Abi Hatim 4:1225. 
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and do camels give birth but to whole calves?’ He said, 
tah SiS B45 Ecos ods Ody Ge Gab ST LS th LAG lh 
ele odd D585 ie 
«Do you take the knife and cut off the ears of some of them 


saying, ‘This is a Bahirah,’ and tear the ears of some of them 
and proclaim, ‘This is Sacred?’s 


\ said, ‘Yes.’ He said, 
Che Oi i DUG JS Oy jad vo 


«Then do not do that, for all the wealth that Allah has given 
you is allowed for you.» Then he said; 


4% fs G ee ad & Ot Se up 
¢Allah has not instituted things like Bahirah or a Sa’ibah or a 
Wasilah or a Ham.> 


As for the Bahirah, it is the animal whose ears were cut, one 
would not allow his wife, daughters, or any of his household to 
benefit from its wool, hair or milk. But, if it died, they would 
share it. As for the Sd’ibah, they used to set it free for their 
idols and announce this fact in the vicinity of the idols. As for 
the Wasilah, it is the sheep that gives birth to six offspring. 
When she delivered for the seventh time, they would cut its 
ears and horns, saying, It has Wasalat (connected deliveries),’ 
and they would not slaughter it, hit it or prevent it from 
drinking from any pool.”"! This Hadith was narrated with the 
addition of the explanation of these words in it. In another 
narration for this Hadith from Abu Ishaq from Abu Al-Ahwas, 
‘Awf bin Malik used his own words ({i.e., he explained these 
words not as a part of the Hadith itself) and this is more 
sound. Imam Ahmad recorded this Hadith from Sufyan bin 
‘Uyaynah, from Abu Az-Za‘ra’ ‘Amr bin ‘Amr, from his uncle 
Abu Al-Ahwas ‘Awf bin Malik bin Nadlah from his father, 
Malik bin Nadlah.!?) This narration also does not contain the 
explanation of Bahirah, Ham etc., that is added to the Hadith 
above, and Allah knows best. 


1) Ibn Abi Hatim 4 :1220. 
2] Ahmad 4:136. 
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Allah’s statement, 
45ish I ASG OSI MS US all SGD 
<But those who disbelieve invent lies against Allah, and most of 
them have no understanding .> 


means, Allah did not legislate these invented rituals and He 
does not consider them acts of obedience. Rather, it is the 
idolators who made them into rituals and acts of worship that 
they used to draw near to Allah. But they did not and will not 
help them to draw near to Him, rather, these innovations will 
only harm them. 


Cai oe His OS YS IPS Jy SUS BH Sa yp 
¢And when it is said to them: “Come to what Allah has 
revealed and to the Messenger.” They say: “Enough for us is 
that which we found our fathers following ,”’> 


meaning, if they are called to Allah’s religion, Law and 
commandments and to avoiding what He prohibited, they say, 
The ways and practices that we found our fathers and 
forefathers following are good enough for us. ‘ Allah said, 


24 pte od de, 


4655 Sylis, F Bit 3k HN 
<even though their fathers had no knowledge whatsoever...> 
That is, even though their fathers did not understand or 
recognize the truth or find its way. Therefore, who would 


follow their forefathers, except those who are even more 
ignorant and misguided than they were? 


Ca Rae at Sy Gat i JG of GS IKON Kee thew all Clap 

CGS BS Ly RS 
€105. O you who believe! Take care of yourselves. If you follow 
the right guidance, no hurt can come to you from those who are 


in error. The return of you all is to Allah, then He will inform 
you about (all) that you used to do.> 


One is Required to Reform Himself First 


Allah commands His believing servants to reform themselves 
and to do as many righteous deeds as possible. He also 
informs them that whoever reforms himself, he would not be 
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affected by the wickedness of the wicked, whether they were 
his relatives or otherwise. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Qays said, “Abu Bakr As-Siddiq 
stood up, thanked Allah and praised Him and then said, ‘O 
people! You read this Ayah, 


sail Oy J of BV KN Kee tee at Cp 


¢O you who believe! Take care of yourselves. If you follow the 
right guidance, no hurt can come to you from those who are in 
error .> 


You explain it the wrong way. I heard the Messenger of Allah 
say, 


taylin gers Of fe 52 ol Hes Sy V5 Mh by ce Sp 
tf the people witness evil and do not change it, then Allah is 
about to send His punishment to encompass them.» 


I (Qays) also heard Abu Bakr say, ‘O people! Beware of lying, 
for lying contradicts faith.’”"!! 


o- ee ee le nee ores hey 4 hte, dove ve he be, 
Jae bs A Ll Ge SHH act fan ay Se ia hen Salt Ge 

o sf aves SB, a bee bt wae 7 Sere Com and oS, or wife x od, & 
tt Giga! Sidt Let asel evi 3 Fere al i SAE de olhte 3 KS 
eee oe ot, de oy ne tee 242 1 oberwe te oo oe at oe 
tage 2S 5 ap 8 SE SCS ey GAB YT of Bb LS gla 5 


"5° che gee Se, Tec eg este re MF “¢ +te foe ee 3 3 
Se Ce oboe FG CL GET aT & Rb a By fh af 
S) Vertet oy oe ee 4°% We pre og Paes cats od we ter eg 7 % 
Gy Eael ey Cpa» Gol US ol oe oY Be Gast Sli 
oer thee 


Se GA SF ol hte I 


- or ve 


Gees & saehh Bh I Sh Gt onguutt 35 4 
Ste ate cones we tee Oats ote ti tee € ow, 
qo Sail pail wae Ya Wt at 0 ond 


€106. O you who believe! When death approaches any of you, 
and you make a bequest, then take the testimony of two just 
men of your own folk or two others from outside, if you are 
traveling through the land and the calamity of death befalls you. 
Detain them both after the Salah (the prayer), (then) if you are 
in doubt (about their truthfulness), let them both swear by 
Allah (saying): “We wish not for any worldly gain in this, 
even though he (the beneficiary) be our near relative. We shall 


1) Ahmad 1:5. 
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not hide the testimony of Allah, for then indeed we should be of 
the sinful.’’> 
4107. If it then becomes known that these two had been guilty 
of sin, let two others stand forth in their places, nearest in kin 
from among those who claim a lawful right. Let them swear by 
Allah (saying): “We affirm that our testimony is truer than 
that of both of them, and that we have not trespassed (the 
truth), for then indeed we should be of the wrongdoers."’> 


4108. That should make it closer (to the fact) that their 
testimony would be in its true nature and shape, or else they 
would fear that (other) oaths would be admitted after their 
oaths. And have Taqwa of Allah and listen (with obedience to 
Him). And Allah guides not the rebellious people .> 


Testimony of Two Just Witnesses for the Final Will and 
Testament 


This honorable Ayah contains a glorious ruling from Allah. 
Allah’s statement, 


4h LN ine EG Kick pa 15 Keg Logs ow tall Ge> 
<O you who believe! When death approaches any of you, and 
you make a bequest, then take the testimony of two...> 


meaning that there should be two witnesses in such cases, 
456 95> 
<just men...) thus, describing them as just, 
4jKa> 
¢of your own folk> Muslims. 
ESE bs ore ID 


¢or two others from outside» non-Muslims, meaning the People of 
the Book, according to Ibn ‘Abbas as Ibn Abi Hatim recorded.!"! 
Allah said next, 


toil 9 ss Bp 


(1 Ibn Abi Hatim 12:1229. 
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¢if you are traveling through the land> on a journey, 
Cost eet KCHD 
¢and the calamity of death befalls you.> 
These are two conditions that permit using non-Muslims from 
among the Dhimmis for witnesses when there are no Muslims 
present: When one is traveling and needs to write a will, as 
Sharih Al-Qadi said. Ibn Jarir recorded that Sharih said, “The 
witness of the Jews and Christians is not allowed except while 


traveling, and even then only to witness the dictation of the 
will." Allah’s statement, 


<Detain them both after the Salah (the prayer),> 


refers to the ‘Asr prayer, according to Al-‘Awfi who reported it 
from Ibn ‘Abbas."! This is the same explanation reported from 
Sa‘iid bin Jubayr, Ibrahim An-Nakhai, Qatadah, Tkrimah and 
Muhammad bin Sirin. As for Az-Zuhri, he said that they are 
detained after Muslim prayer (i.e., in congregation),!*! 
Therefore, these two witnesses will be detained after a 
congregational prayer, 


wd ores - 23s 


425i of ah ot Zi> 


let them both swear by Allah if you are in doubt.> 


meaning, if you are in doubt that they might have committed 
treachery or theft, then they should swear by Allah, 


dem 6A5 WD 
<We wish not in this) in our vows, according to Mudgatil bin 
Hayyan, foe 
<i> 


for any worldly gain} of this soon to end life, 
453.6 6 HY 
even though he be our near relative.» meaning, if the beneficiary 
& 


"1 At-Tabari 11:163,164. 
21 At-Tabari 11:172. 
(31 At-Tabari 11:174. 
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be our near relative, we will still not compromise on the truth. 
oil HE AS Yip 
We shall not hide the testimony of Allah,> thus stating that the 
testimeny is Alléh’s, as a way of respecting it and valuing its 
significanice, ; 
RH GS Gp 
Mor then indeed we should be of the sinful.> if we distort the 
testimony, change, alter or hide it entirely. Allah said next, 
| 46, EE HG Bp 
4If it then becomes known that these two,had been guilty of sin...> 
if the two witnesses were found to have cheated or stolen from 
the money that the will is being writtén about, 


455M fe FE Gl oA yt a> 
let two others stand forth in their places, nearest in kin from 
among those who claim a lawful right.> 
This Ayah indicates that if the two witnesses were found to 


have committed treachery, then two of the nearest rightful 
inheritors should stand for witness in their place, 


<Let them swear by Allah (saying): “We affirm that our 
testimony is truer than that of both of them...”> 
Meaning, our testimony that they have cheated is more 
truthful than the testimony that they have offered, 


€Eel Usp 


¢and that we have not trespassed (the truth),> when we accused 
them of treachery, 


Kixopit 656 Bd 
for then indeed we should be of the wrongdoers.> if we had lied 
about them. 
This is the oath of the heirs, and preference is to be given to 
their saying. Just as in the case with the oath of relative of a 


murdered person if he attempts to tarnish the case of the 
murdered person. So his family takes an oath in defense of his 
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isan v4 ea 
cos ed 


INES 8 ICES 
eral eal Sis \O LIE hae 


veer sete ve oF s{ 


er ba A fe5 GLE gs Sei 


rk dacemeieas ARs <r) 
BE Le yh MAG LRG ciel 
hk CS sib ANE S calslos 


read 


tp# 33 Sh eas “eA i 555ik, 
spe Ss eee ural 


oa id roree pve 


oa saree 


ame ven poate 


disable ANS 
56, O E42 Ghat 
jl Bars eee 


Nem opal asi d6 Loca 
co Beh < 


Paty ve 


honor. This is 
discussed in the 
studies of the oaths 
in the books of 
Ahkadm. Allaéh’s 
statement, 


& BY OE I at ap 
Gass 
That should make it closer 
(to the fact) that their testi- 
mony would be in its true 
nature and shape (and thus 
accepted), > 
means, the ruling 
requiring the two 
Dhimmi witnesses to 
swear, if there is a 
doubt that they were 
not truthful, might 
compel them to admit 
to the testimony in its 
true form. Allah’s 
statement, 


is 
nn id ay CES PS G-fete 
ees. SH ILS 


Bil 53 AVS ple > 


¢or else they would fear that (other) oaths would be admitted 

after their oaths.> 
means, requiring them to swear by Allah might encourage 
them to admit to the true testimony because they respect 
swearing by Allah and they glorify and revere Him. They also 
fear exposure if the heirs of the deceased are required to swear 
instead of them. In this case, the heirs would swear and earn 
the rightful inheritance that the two witnesses failed to 
declare. This is why Allah a 


<3 SA an iy eh 53 vo J yee I> 
<or else they would rm that ee oaths would be admitted 
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after their oaths.>, then, 
: ai 455 
¢And have Taqwa of Allah} in all of your affairs, 
02225) 
¢and listen.» and obey, 
il i sae I SGD 


¢And Allah guides not the rebellious people.» who do not obey 
Him or follow His Law. 


4 eke 


SANG UA Ve AS te Yo ey et Ge i eD 
4B sai 
€109. On the Day when Allah will gather the Messengers 
together and say to them: ‘What was the response you received 
(from men fo your teaching)?” They will say: “We have no 
knowledge, verily, only You are the Knower of all that is 
hidden .”"> 
The Messengers Will be Asked About Their Nations 
Allah states that on the Day of Resurrection, He will ask the 
Messengers about how their nations, to whom He sent them, 
answered and responded to their teachings. Allah said in other 
Ayat, 


4 


SE ao pp oh? erelte 6 fw Y fe Sar ecee 
(Sac Soy ah il ali Ses 


ony 


<Then surely, We shall question those (people) to whom it (the 
Book) was sent and verily, We shall question the Messengers.> 
[7:6], and, 

<So, by your Lord, We shall certainly call all of them to 
account. For all that they used to do.> [15:92-93]. 


The statement of the Messengers here, 
€U fle 
<We have no knowledge> is the result of the horror of that Day, 
according to Mujahid, Al-Hasan Al-Basri and As-Suddi.!'! 
DB) At-Tabari 11:210. 
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‘Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ath-Thawri said that Al-A‘mash 
said that Mujahid said about the Ayah, 


<2 We SS Leb at ce GD 
<€On the Day when Allah will gather the Messengers together 
and say to them: “What was the response you received?’’> 
They will become afraid and reply, 
Bde 
<We have no knowledge...>!"! 

Ibn Jarir!?] and Ibn Abi Hatim also recorded this 
explanation. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abb4&s 
commented on the Ayah, 

sh A Gy Ua, Ye Zh te Ue it ke aD 
<On the Day when Allah will gather the Messengers together 
and say to them: “What was the response you received (from 
men to your teaching)?’’ They will say: “We have no 


knowledge, verily, only You are the Knower of all that is 
hidden .’’> 


“They will say to the Lord, Most Honored, ‘We have no 
knowledge beyond what we know, and even that, You have 
more knowledge of them than us.”5! This response is out of 
respect before the Lord, Most Honored, and it means, we have 
no knowledge compared to Your encompassing knowledge. 
Therefore, our knowledge only grasped the visible behavior of 
these people, not the secrets of their hearts. You are the 
Knower of everything, Who has encompassing knowledge of all 
things, and our knowledge compared to Your knowledge is 
similar to not having any knowledge at all, for 


Kyril 255 Ep 
€only You are the Knower of all that is hidden.> 
Ail eure LOT 5 ny 5 HE gots SEN Be Aas St SE gp 
(l ‘Abdur-Razzdq 1:201. 


2] At-Tabari 11:210. 
(3) at-Tabari 11:211. 
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15 daYh Sigh 2S heal SEE fs ees idl g vat 
wb YDS Soh of le 4G Uy, SN G2 5 Se, GAG 
I Sgalt Dy 2k yy Gad Lh TY BST AS Cort 

dame Gh SG an ON gts GL 
4110. (Remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of 
Resurrection): ““O ‘Isa, son of Maryam! Remember My favor to 
you and to your mother when I supported you with Ruh - il- 
Qudus [Jibril] so that you spoke to the people in the cradle and 
in maturity; and when I taught you the Book, the Hikmah, the 
Tawrah and the Injil; and when you made out of the clay, as it 
were, the figure of a bird, by My permission, and you breathed 
into it, and it became a bird by My permission, and you healed 
those born blind, and the lepers by My permission, and when 
you brought forth the dead by My permission; and when I 
restrained the Children of Israel from you since you came unto 
them with clear proofs, and the disbelievers among them said: 
‘This is nothing but evident magic.’”’> 


€111. “And when I Awhaytu [put in the hearts of] Al- 
Hawariyyin to believe in Me and My Messenger, they said: 
‘We believe. And bear witness that we are Muslims.’’> 


Reminding ‘Isa of the Favors that Allah Granted him 


Allah mentions how He blessed His servant and Messenger, 
sa, son of Maryam, and the miracles and extraordinary acts 
He granted him. Allah said, 

4 


4a gis SEaHl> 
<€Remember My favor to you» when I created you from your 


mother, without male intervention, and made you a sign and 
clear proof of My perfect power over all things. 


taba 5 
<And to your mother> when I made you testify to her chastity 


and you thus absolved her from the sin that the unjust, 
ignorant liars accused her of, 
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4k esto LSS yp 
when I supported you with Ruh - il-Qudus> 
the angel Jibril, and made you a Prophet, calling to Allah in the 
cradle and manhood. I made you speak in the cradle, and you 
testified that your mother was free from any immoral behavior, 


and you proclaimed that you worship Me. You also conveyed the 
news of My Message and invited them to worship Me. 


Biizes asl 3 Gt 28> 
¢so that you spoke to the people in the cradle and in maturity ;> 
Meaning you called the people to Allah in childhood and in 
maturity. 
And the word Tukallim means invited, because his speaking 
to people while a child is nothing strange by itself. 
Allah’s statement, 


roKSif os if got 35> 


And when I taught you the Book and the Hikmah,> the power of 
writing and understanding, 


tii 


gand the Tawrah,} which was revealed to Musa, son of Imran, 
who spoke to Allah directly. Allah’s statement, 


4354 A EE all 5 GE Sod 


¢and when you made out of the clay, as it were, the figure of a 
bird, by My permission ,> 


means: ‘you shaped it in the figure of a bird by My 
permission, and it became a bird with My permission, after 
you blew into it’. Then, it became a flying bird with a soul by 
Allah’s permission. Allah said; 
43, oN EM tes 
¢and you healed those born blind, and the lepers by My 
permission ,> 


This was explained before in Surah Al ‘Imrdn (chapter 3) and 
we do not need to repeat it here. Allah’s statement, 


298 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
€G5, Sol B Sp 
<And when you brought forth the dead by My permission,> 


meaning, you called them and they rose from their graves by 
Allah’s leave, power, Intent and will. Allah said next, 
TS FB St IG ot A He Sats, i Laie yp 
» 2p & 
Sat Py YL 
qand when I restrained the Children of Israel from you since 
you came unto them with clear proofs, and the disbelievers 
among them said: ‘This is nothing but evident magic.”’> 


Meaning: ‘remember My favor, when I stopped the Children 
of Israel from harming you, when you brought them the clear 
proofs and evidence, testifying to your prophethood and 
Message from Me to them. They rejected you and accused you 
of being a magician and tried to kill you by crucifixion, but I 
saved you, raised you to Me, purified you from their vulgarity 
and protected you from their harm.’ 

The wording of this Ayah indicates that Isa will be reminded 
of these favors on the Day of Resurrection. Allah used the past 
tense in these Aydt indicating that it is a forgone matter that 
will certainly occur. This Ayah also contains some of the 
secrets of the Unseen that Allah revealed to His Messenger 
Muhammad #%. Allah said, 


4295 ot oF Sool Jy Scot 5p 
€And when I (Allah) Awhaytu Al-Hawariyyin to believe in Me 
and My Messenger.> 


This is also a reminder of Allah’s favor on Isa, by making 
discples and companions for him. It is also said that Awhaytu in 
the Ayah means, ‘inspired’, just as in another Ayah, Allah said; 


Kinch I sep JH, Cs 
¢And We inspired the mother of Mitsd (saying): Suckle 
him...> [28:7]. 
Allah said in other Ayét, 
Fone £2 BAA 5 A 55 Bde wh IM SH Shp 


<8 os Kt SLE ost 
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aM VWV BR €And your Lord Awha 


we be oho tte Seg Bi terer tes (inspired) the bee, say- 
Ase eI As sale Pol ste Ji ing: ‘Take habitations 


ter obese f ots or a 2 


~ = aig ches date gic Paver ener < in the mountains and in 


AZ 3 he ne ACER OR the trees and in what 
sailed edi anes they erect. Then, eat of 


‘uh oc aay 02.4504 5 cK. all fruits, and follow the 
tecceceet » gtencs,- || ways of your Lord made 
pig sass . olan ns easy (for ~—-you).””> 
Ads Kudos mer eee gig |) [16:68-69] 
gee eae oo sat Al-Hasan Al-Basri 
59 ee Ral ie commented about the 
saeeste @ Hawariyyin, “Allah 
co re (lec ts inspired them”, while 
As-Suddi said, “He 
put in their hearts,” 
and the Hawariyyun 
said, 
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€112. (Remember) when Al-Hawariyin said: “O ‘Isa, son of 
Maryam! Can your Lord send down to us a Ma’idah from 
heaven?” ‘Isa said: “Have Taqwa of Allah, if you are indeed 
believers .’’» 


4113. They said: “We wish to eat thereof and to be stronger in 
faith, and to know that you have indeed told us the truth and 
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that we ourselves be its witnesses.) 


4114. ‘Isi, son of Maryam, said: “O Allah, our Lord! Send us 
from heaven a table spread (with food) that there may be for us 
~ for the first and the last of us - a festival and a sign from 
You; and provide us sustenance, for You are the Best of 
sustainers .’’> 


€115. Allah said: “I am going to send it down unto you, but if 
any of you after that disbelieves, then I will punish him with a 
torment such as I have not inflicted on anyone among the 
‘Alamin .’’> 


Sending Down the Ma@’idah 


This is the story of the Md’idah, the name of which this 
Surah bears, Sdrat Al-Mda’idah. This is also among the favors 
that Allah granted His servant and Messenger, ‘Isa, accepting 
his request to send the Md’idah down, and doing so as clear 
proof and unequivocal evidence. Allah said, 


45g Nei 5G > 
<(Remember) when Al-Hawarytin said...> the disciples of ‘Isa 
said, 


“ 2 oa * 2, Ser te pwet & so 
qACEN Se TAG te OG of ls EES ik 2 Hh cand 


- 


€O ‘Isé, son of Maryam! Can your Lord send down to us a 
Ma’idah from heaven?> 


The M@’idah is the table that has food on it. Some scholars 
said that the disciples requested this table because they were 
poor and deprived. So they asked ‘Isa to supplicate to Allah to 
send a table of food down to them that they could eat from 
every day and thus be more able to perform the acts of 
worship. 


Kant Lhe oy SABE SG 
¢‘Isa said : ‘Have Taqwa of Allah, if you are indeed believers.”> 


‘IsA answered them by saying, ‘Have Taqwa of Allah! And do 
not ask for this, for it may become a trial for you, but trust in 
Allah for your provisions, if you are truly believers.’ 


4u, SEE 543 YD 
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<They said: “We wish to eat thereof.”’> we need to eat from it, 
4255 S255) 


¢and to be stronger in faith,» when we witness it descending 
from heaven as sustenance for us, 
40S 3 a LS 
¢and to know that you have indeed told us the truth,> of your 
Message and our faith in you increases and also our 
knowledge, 


inal & Ce 4535) 
éand that we ourselves be its witnesses .> 
testifying that it is a sign from Allah, as proof and evidence 


that you are a Prophet, and attesting to the truth of what you 
brought us, 


CN he GOK eat OE Ge IN ait ee St te Sib 
di pte; 
‘Isa, son of Maryam, said: “O Allah, our Lord! Send us from 
heaven a table spread (with food) that there may be for us - for 
the first and the last of us - a festival...""> 
As-Suddi commented that the Ayah means, “We will take 
that day on which the table was sent down as a day of 
celebration, that we and those who come after us would 
consider sacred.”!! Sufyan Ath-Thawri said that it means, “A 
day of prayer.” —_— 
€53 £05 
dand a sign from You.> proving that You are able to do all 


things and to accept my supplication, so that they accept what 
I convey to them from You, 


<b> 


¢and provide us sustenance,» a delicious food from You that 
does not require any effort or hardship, 


Wl at-Tabari 11:225. 
(2) at-Tabari 11:225. 
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<"For You are the Best of sustainers.” Allah said: “I am going 
fo send it down unto you, but if any of you after that 
disbelieves...'"> 

by denying this sign and defying its implication, O ‘1sa, 

inhi 55 NASA SI ic AS agp 

<then I will punish him with a torment such as I have not 
inflicted on anyone among the ‘Alamin.> 


among the people of your time. Allah said in similar Aydt, 
KML AN ies te Ghesh Saket As esp 


€And on the Day when the Hour will be established (it will be 
said to the angels): “Cause Fir'awn’s people to enter the 
severest torment!’’> [40:46], and, 


4281 Se JEST St g Sat Gp 


Verily, the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of the Fire.> 
[4:145] 

Ibn Jarir said that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr said, “Those who will 
receive the severest torment on the Day of Resurrection are 
three: The hypocrites, those from the people of Al-Md’idah who 
disbelieved in it, and the people of Fir‘awn.’!"! 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “They said to 
‘Isa, son of Maryam, ‘Supplicate to Allah to send down to us 
from heaven, a table spread with food.’ He also said, ‘So the 
angels brought the table down containing seven fish and seven 
pieces of bread and placed it before them. So the last group of 
people ate as the first group did.”?! Ibn Jarir recorded that 
Ishaq bin ‘Abdullah said that the table was sent down to ‘tsa 
son of Maryam having seven pieces of bread and seven fish, 
and they ate from it as much as they wished. But when some 
of them stole food from it, saying, “It might not come down 
tomorrow,” the table ascended.!*! 


(4 At-Tabari 11:233. 
7] At-Tabari 5:132, Ibn Abi Hatim 4:1246. 
(3! At-Tabari 5:134. 
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These statements testify that the table was sent down to the 
Children of Israel during the time of Isa, son of Maryam, as a 
result of Allah’s accepting his supplication to Him. The 
apparent wording of this Ayah also states so, 


Se DHE Gy cil Jp 
<Allah said: “I am going to send it down unto you...” 
{5:115]. 


Je i 39 us steht A; RS vty 2b LM fe SN ash ast JE 55> 
Se. sete aaed 


BE WLS Aide ais MBE on Hy gC AS g Oo de 


nce BAGO 


os JA ay GAT ¥ ver Wg ae oA ay BS g GY 
Fe aye th AN Ge BG By SES os 5 5 5 
462 So 28 BE 6S AS os he feb eb GAS 8 F 
4116. And (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of 
Resurrection): “‘O ‘Isa, son of Maryam! Did you say unto 
men: ‘Worship me and my mother as two gods besides Allah?’” 
He will say: “Glory be to You! It was not for me to say what I 
had no right (to say). Had I said such a thing, You would 
surely have known it. You know what is in my inner self 


though I do not know what is in Yours, truly, You, only You, 
are the Knower of all that is hidden and unseen ."’> 


4117. “Never did I say to them ought except what You (Allah) 
did command me to say: ‘Worship Allah, my Lord and your 
Lord.’ And I was a witness over them while I dwelled amongst 
them, but when You took me [up], You were the Watcher over 
them, and You are a Witness to all things.’’> 


4118. “If You punish them, they are Your servants, and if You 
forgive them, verily You, only You are the Almighty, the All- 
Wise .”’> 


‘Isa Rejects Shirk and Affirms Tawhid 


Allah will also speak to His servant and Messenger, Isa son 
of Maryam, peace be upon him, saying to him on the Day of 
Resurrection in the presence of those who worshipped ‘Isa and 
his mother as gods besides Allah, 


“% ors che 2 A Ee 2k 3 2 £, veer vet 2 
il 955 oe ore} As gigi Uy i oh be ob sus 
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€O ‘Isa, son of Maryam! Did you say unto men: ‘Worship me 
and my mother as two gods besides Allah?’ 

This is a threat and a warning to Christians, chastising them 
in public, as Qatadah and others said, and Qatadah 
mentioned this Ayah as evidence, 

Cebig Bail Sf 
<"This is a Day on which the truthful will profit from their 
truth .’"> [5:119} 
Allah’s statement, 
yb Se Has u ep 
<Glory be to You! It was not for me to say what I had no right 
(to say)...> 

contains Allah’s direction for Isa to utter the perfect answer. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Hurayrah said, “isa will be 

taught his argument in reply to what Allah will ask him, 


“fe 


Cail 35 on ted AS idl a SEEK 27 St cs oH SE A> 
¢And_ (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of 
Resurrection): “O ‘Isa, son of Maryam! Did you say unto 
men: ‘Worship me and my mother as two gods besides Allah?’> 
[5:116].” 

Abu Hurayrah then narrated that the Prophet #% said that 
Allah taught ‘sa to say, 
Ci Ac IaiGu cy 
<Glory be to You! It was not for me to say what I had no right 
(to say)...p" 
Ath-Thawri narrated this Hadith from Ma‘mar from Ibn 
Tawus from Tawus. 
Isd’s statement, 

¢Had I said such a thing, You would surely have known it.> 

means, had I said it, You, my Lord, would have known it, for 


('! Ibn Abi Hatim 4:1253. 
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nothing escapes Your knowledge. Rather, I have not said these 
words nor did the thought even cross my mind, this why he, 
said, 


eat, peo ste - “co & oe ge get ete oe G Pad 
ty ESB Beye IG Bac me 


Ws ry 
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€You know what is in my inner self though I do not know what 
is in Yours, truly, You, only You, are the Knower of all that is 
hidden and unseen. Never did I say to them ought except what 
You (Allah) did command me to say...> 


and convey, 
45555 55 Mitel lp 
«Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.» 


I only called them to what You sent me with and commanded 
me to convey to them, 


45555 ib ait (282f of> 
«Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord> 
and this is what I conveyed to them, 


ip LUGS oe 25> 
«And I was a witness over them while I dwelled amongst 
them,> 


I was a witness over what they did when I was amongst them, 


+4 if ogee (rq 


4b ct F & cM; Gye Sail ALK 5G 
but when You took me [up], You were the Watcher over them, 
and You are a Witness to all things.> 


Abu Dawud At-Taydlisi recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The 
Messenger of Allah #% stood up once and gave us a speech in 
which he said, 


Wyse obI5e lis J5 3% a JJ Sy pts ol 1’ 2 etl iif Ge 


tO people! You will be gathered to Allah while barefooted, 
naked and uncircumcised ; 


Cid JE HUG > 
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¢As We began the first creation, We shall repeat it.> 
Aly Je, 1 Gp VE oy stall gs 8 i asf yp 
iG oF VA ds yeol O86 id ob oy Jey 

aslell Sal SE US IE Bax; 
The first among the creation who will be covered with clothes 
will be Ibrahim. Some men from my Ummah will be brought 
and taken to the left (to the Fire) and I will yell, ‘They are my 
followers!’ It will be said, ‘You do not know what they 
innvovated after you (in religion).’ So I will say just as the 
righteous servant (‘Isa) said, 


¢And I was a witness over them while I dwelled amongst them, 
but when You took me [up], You were the Watcher over them, 
and You are a Witness to all things. If You punish them, they 
are Your servants, and if You forgive them, verily You, only 
You are the Almighty, the All-Wise.> 


Weg Ae ng lish le Sydiys Uh oh GS Sy : duce 
at will further be said, ‘These people kept reverting back on 
their heels after you left them.’»"l 
Al-Bukhari?! also recorded this Hadith in the explanation of 
this Ayah. 
Allah said; 


€If You punish them, they are Your servants, and if You 
forgive them, verily You, only You are the Almighty, the All- 
Wise .> 


All matters refer back to Allah, for He does what He ‘Wills and 
none can question Him about what He does, while He will 
question them. This Ayah also shows the crime of the 


"I Musnad At-Taydlisi no. 343. 
2] Fath AL-Bari 8:135. 
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Christians who invented a lie against Allah and His 
Messenger, thus making a rival, wife and son for Allah. Allah 
is glorified in that He is far above what they attribute to Him. 
So this Ayah [5:118] has tremendous value and delivers 
unique news. 
€ 2 oa ? 2 ¢ 
Ol te Get DOS Ge & of ES A ely Geet ee i a SD 


SEB EG ANG Mt 4 Da Gi a ee eS 
48545 xf 
€119. Allah will say: ‘This is a Day on which the truthful will 
profit from their truth: Theirs are Gardens under which rivers 
flow (in Paradise) - they shall abide therein forever. Allah is 
pleased with them and they with Him. That is the great 
success .> 
€120. To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth and all that is therein, and He is able to do all things.> 


Only Truth will be of Benefit on the Day of Resurrection 
Allah answers His servant and Messenger ‘Isa, son of 
Maryam, after he disowns the disbelieving Christians who lied 


about Allah and His Messenger, and when ‘sa refers their end 
to the will of his Lord, 


Sa Ber per oe 


pele install ais py Sap 

€This is a Day on which the truthful will profit from their 

truth .> 

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn ‘Abbas commented, “This is the 
Day when Tawhid will benefit those who believed in it.” 
465 Te Sad DOS Ge oe od EE fad 

€Theirs are Gardens under which rivers flow (in Paradise) - 

they shall abide therein forever .> 
and they will never be removed from it, 


5 2, 
$22 t Bre afer age 


€Allah is pleased with them and they with Him.> 


€ 
CRSA A os 2455> 
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<But the greatest bliss is the good pleasure of Allah.> [9:72] 

We will mention the Hadiths about this Ayah [9:72] later on. 

Allah’s statement, 

Clit SIT ays 

<That is the great success.» means, this is the great success, 
other than which there is no greater success. Allah said’ in 
another Aydt, 

€For the like of this let the workers work.> [37:61], and, 


a an AT 


€: fearon vali es ay, 33 
<And for this let (all) those strive who want to strive.» [83:26] 
Allah’s statement, 
wae 


4G545 ot ans & MS = ty ant St Ge yp 


€To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the earth 
and all that is therein, and He is able to do all things.> 


means, He created everything, owns everything, controls the 
affairs of everything and is able to do all things. Therefore, 
everything and everyone are in His domain and under His 
power and will. There is none like Him, nor is there rival, 
ancestor, son, or wife for Him, nor a lord or god besides Him. 
Ibn Wahb said that he heard Huyay bin ‘Abdullah saying that 
Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman Al-Habli said that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr 
said, “The last revealed Sirah was Surat Al-Md’idah,”"! 


1 At-Tirmidhi no. 3063. 
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The Tafsir of Strat Al-An‘am 
(Chapter - 6) 
Which was Revealed in Makkah 


The Virtue of Sdrat 
Al-An‘am and When 
it Was Revealed 


Al-‘Awfi, ‘Ikrimah 
Ab ato oy wo ok 4 sere ze 


: : zaseete |land ‘Ata’ said that Ibn 
pourri A Piva a) ‘Abbas euid: “Surat AL 
iS 


: An‘am was revealed in 
we “gs ed Makkah’’!?!1 At- 

oS Stk pe a cane diye ra « 4% bs 
soils ato, cit Ye wi boabos Ki Tabarani recorded 

ontt Soe Ages ‘ - . 
Sth BN oS ZN gtiitshs Ok iyx.5 || that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 
are be Pas er “All of Surat Al-An‘am 
4 Jihjd ng dlites © 44 Seas Bases was revealed in 


on teen tae apts} \% Makkah at night, 
AS Oa eb peies accompanied by 


‘a sialic seventy thousand 

hteee Laker angels, raising their 
Fo 3 eki53 pais ng tials Ui voices in glorification 
oes i Aeeen| (cae ean Caer ta n ahnol2 : 
MGS LEAN SI ES fof Allah"?! As-Suddi 
said that Murrah said 
6 Wien Ones sf ll\that ‘Abdullah said, 


pans eS sels COs i“ o <i “Surat Al-An‘am was 
. een ens eG ae revealed in the 
Mee 1365 PPR ESOS Ses 181 company of seventy 


MDA EA BA Est s “ff ee Bae thousand angels.”!! 
O svete Sie Aen nNO ruts e 


ar dtd 


aordts Ls 


sl st At. 
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. 


(1) Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 3 :243. 
(2) at-Tabarani 12:215. 
13] Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 3 :243. 
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Ae wo» he cz San Ate oll 4 ob tte at wee fe rts 
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oe ses Mi gS ob ot aE al So 3 oS 
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€1. All praise C to Allah, Who created the heavens and the 
earth, and originated the darkness and the light, yet those who 
disbelieve hold others as equal with their Lord.> 

42. He it is Who has created you from clay, and then has 
decreed a stated term. And there is with Him another 
determined term, yet you doubt.> 

43. And He is Allah, in the heavens and the earth, He knows 
what you conceal and what you reveal, and He knows what you 
earn.> 


All Praise is Due to Allah for His Glorious Ability and 
Great Power 

Allah praises and glorifies His Most Honorable Self for 
creating the heavens and earth, as a dwelling for His servants, 
and for making the darkness and the light to benefit them in 
the night and the day. In this Ayah, Allah describes darkness 
in the plural, Zulumat [where Zulmah is singular for darkness], 
while describing the light in the singular, An-Nur, because An- 
Nar is more honored. In other agi Allah said, 


seer 


&To the Pe aid to the lefts.) [16:48] 
Near the end of this Sarah (chapter 6), Allah also said; 


4° 3 


tibam of SK GS GHB V5 TAB aE bie 8 Hf 
€And verily, this is my straight path, so follow it, and follow 
no (other) ways, for they will separate you away from His 
way. [6:153] 
Allah said next, 
4325 gi, WIS all 25> 
€Yet those who disbelieve hold others as equal with their Lord.> 


meaning, in spite of all this, some of Allah’s servants disbelieve 
in Him and hold others as partners and rivals with Him. Some 


av 
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of Allah’s servants claimed a wife and a son for Allah, 
hallowed be He far above what they attribute to Him. Allah’s 


statement, 7 
sab ot KG sill 5 


¢He it is Who has created you ” clay,> 


refers to the father of mankind, Adam, from whom mankind 
originated, multiplied in numbers and spread about, east and 
west. Allah said, 


dfie a i fh % oe a> 
€Then has decreed a stated term. And there is with Him 
another determined term...> His saying; 


45 5 
Then has decreed a stated term,> refers to death, while, 


dfie £2 hp 
<And there is with Him another determined term... > 


refers to the Hereafter, according to Said bin Jubayr who 
reported this from Ibn ‘Abbas.'! Similar statements were 
narrated from Mujahid, Tkrimah, Said bin Jubayr, Al-Hasan, 
Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Zayd bin Aslam, ‘Atiyyah, As-Suddi, 
Muaatil bin Hayyaén and others.”! Ibn ‘Abbas and Mujahid 
said that, 


45 35 
<And then has decreed a stated term,> is the term of this earthly 
life, while, 
diss SLD 


¢And there is with Him another determined term> refers to man’s 
extent of life until he dies as mentioned in Allah’s statement;!*! 


40h ce 6 AS Hh SetE cil 5 
<It is He, Who takes your souls by night (when you are 
asleep), and has knowledge of all that you have done by day, 
(1 At-Tabari 11:257. 
21 At-Tabari 11 :256-258. 
3 At-Tabari 11 :256. 
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then He raises (wakes) you up again that a term appointed (life) 
be fulfilled.» [6:60] 
The meaning of Allah’s statement, 
tpiced 
<With Him} is that none but Him knows when it will occur. 
Allah said in other Ayat, 
455 Ws CE TG de Ce Gp 
<The knowledge thereof is with my Lord. None can reveal its time 
but He.> (7:187], and, 
CRE O UL US & al ps nue Ot aul Bap 


<They ask you about the ee - when will be its appointed 
time? You have no knowledge to say anything about it. To your 
Lord belongs (the knowledge of) the term thereof.> [79:42-44] 
Allah said, 
SKS Bh 


¢Yet you doubt.> the coming of the (last) Hour, according to 
As-Suddi.!") Allah said next, 


CLS ui its Sass A GNI a5 SC g it 55> 
¢And He is Allah in the heavens and the earth, He knows what 


you conceal and what you reveal, and He knows what you 
earn.> 


Meaning, it is He Who is called Allah, throughout the 
heavens and the earth, that is, it is He who is worshipped, 
singled out, whose divinity is believed in by the inhabitants of 
the heavens and the earth. They call Him Allah, and they 
supplicate to Him in fear and hope, except those who 
disbelieve among the Jinns and mankind. In another Ayah, 
Allah said; 

55, GM 35 Sy Kal g cl sp 
<It is He Who is God in the heavens and the earth .>{43:84] 
meaning, He is the God of those in heaven and those on earth, 


(1 At-Tabari 11:260. 
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and He knows all affairs, ae and secret. 


is St fi 


¢€And He knows what you earn} all the good and bad deeds that 
you perform. 
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44. And never an Ayah comes to them from the Aydt of their 
Lord, but that they have been turning away from it.> 


<5. Indeed, they rejected the truth when it came to them, but 
there will come to them the news of that which they used to 
mock at.> 


46. Have they not seen how many a generation before them We 
have destroyed whom We had established on the earth such as 
We have not established you? And We poured out on them rain 
from the sky in abundance, and made the rivers flow under 
them. Yet We destroyed them for their sins, and created after 
them other generations.> 


Threatening the Idolators for their Stubbornness 


Allah states that the rebellious, stubborn polytheists will 
turn away from every Ayah, meaning, sign, miracle and proof 
that is evidence of Allah’s Uniqueness and the truth of His 
honorable Messengers. They will not contemplate about these 
Ayat or care about them. Allah said, 


CDE oy BE GE poh Gio GAL Sell IS aap 
€Indeed, they rejected the truth when it came to them, but 


there will come to them the news of that which they used to 
mock at.> 


This Ayah contains a warning and a stern threat for the 
disbelievers’ rejection of the truth, stating that the disbelievers 
will surely know the truth of what they used to deny and taste 
the evil end of their behavior. Allah advises and warns the 
disbelievers, that they should avoid the torments and 
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afflictions of this life, similar to what befell their likes from 
previous nations, who were stronger, wealthier, had more 
offspring, and were more exploitive on the earth. Allah said, 
455 SS 5 AM a ER 5 ot gd ELIS ty GD 
<Have they not seen how many a generation before them We 


have destroyed whom We had established on the earth such as 
We have not established you?> 


meaning, they had more wealth, children, buildings, abundant 
provision, riches and soldiers. Allah said next, 


ae Keay “tHe 


Q00U gle Laat cop 
<and We poured out on them rain from the sky in abundance,> 
in reference to rain that comes often, 
452 oe of SEM sap 
€And made the rivers flow under them.> 
as rain was abundant and the springs were plentiful, so that 


We deceived them. 
€in34 eéRGED 


<Yet We destroyed them for their sins 
meaning the mistakes and errors that they committed, 


inf GB pase b Cah 
qand created after them other generations,> 


for, these generations of old perished and became as legends 
and stories, 


Caf GF pase b a> 
¢And created after them other generations.> 


so that We test the new generations, as well. Yet, they 
committed similar errors and were destroyed, as their 
ancestors were destroyed. Therefore, beware of the same end 
that might befall you, for you are not dearer to Allah than 
these previous nations, but the Messenger whom you defied is 
dearer to Allah than the Messengers they defied. Thus, you are 
more liable than them to receive torment, if it was not for 
Allah’s mercy and kindness. 
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C5 AN SSIS nal alates GY touch it with their 


hands, the disbelievers 
would have said: ‘This is nothing but obvious magic!’’> 
€8. And they say: “Why has not an angel been sent down to 
him?” Had We sent down an angel, the matter would have 
been judged at once, and no respite would be granted to them.> 


<9. And had We appointed him an angel, We indeed would 
have made him a man, and We would have certainly caused 
them confusion in a matter which they have already covered 
with confusion .> 


410. And indeed Messengers were mocked before you, but their 
scoffers were surrounded by the very thing that they used to 
mock at.> 


€11. Say: “Travel in the land and see what was the end of 
those who rejected truth.’’> 


316 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
Censuring the Rebellious and their Refusal to Accept 
Human Messengers 


Allah describes the rebellion and stubbornness of the 
idolators in defying the truth and arguing against it, 
€roah HE obi AS See OF H> 
<And even if We had sent down unto you a Message written 
on paper so that they could touch it with their hands,> 


meaning, if they saw this Message’s descent and were eye- 
witnesses to that, 


did He Hy TK RT oll tp 


«the disbelievers would have said: “This is nothing but obvious 
magic!’’> : . 


This is similar to Allah’s description of the disbelievers’. 


defiance of facts and truth, a 
BEG SO Od Bie oa US ea os We gb CS Sp 
<And even if We opened to them a gate from the heaven and 
they were to continue ascending thereto. They would surely 


say: “Our eyes have been (as if) dazzled. Nay, we are a people 
bewitched .""> [15:14-15], and, 


CHE So WE Ge I CS 1 pp 
¢And if they were to see a piece of the heaven falling down, 
they would say, “Clouds gathered in heaps!’'> [52:44]. 
4b ob HAH BD | 
¢And they say: “Why has not an angel been sent down to 
him?" 
to convey the Message with admonition along with him. Allah 
replied, Ma 
6h 5B OM cl ex I Sop 
<Had We sent down an angel, the matter would have been 
judged at once, and no respite would be granted to them.> 


Consequently, even if the angels descend, while the 
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disbelievers still had the same attitude, then the torment will 
surely befall them from Allah as a consequence. Allah said in 
other Aydt, 


BGM 1 GE 5 Dy Vy KG JE cp 


<We send not the angels down except with the truth (i.e. for 
torment, etc.), and in that case, they (the disbelievers) would 
- have no respite!» (15:8], and, 


<On the Day they will see the angels, no glad tidings will there 
+ be for the criminals that day.} [25:22] 


Allah’s statement, 
FR oa 4 ery tert, £ gy peeve e fae verre he 
OHA G ple Cody 45 che eat ai GY 


4And had We appointed him an angel, We indeed would have 
made him a man, and We would have certainly caused them 
confusion in a matter which they have already covered with 
confusion .> 


meaning, if We send an angel along with the human 
Messenger, or if We send an angel as a Messenger to 
mankind, he would be in the shape of a man so that they 
would be able to speak to him and benefit from his teachings. 
In this case, the angel (in the shape of a human) will also 
cause confusion for them, just as the confusion they caused 
themselves over accepting humans as Messengers! Allah said, 


Gok Kat i gh OH ot OAS lea BM a oe J SD 
<Say: “If there were on the earth, angels walking about in 


peace and security, We should certainly have sent down for 
them from the heaven an angel as a Messenger.”’> [17:95] 


It is a mercy from Allah to His creation that He sends every 
type of creation, Messengers from among their kind, so that 
they are able to call their people to Allah, and their people 
able to talk to them, ask them and benefit from them. In 
another Ayah, Allah said; 


we theo SF 
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Indeed Allah conferred a great favor on the believers when He 
sent among them a Messenger from among themselves, reciting 
unto them His verses (the Qur'an), and purifying them.> 
[3:164] 

Ad-Dahhak said that Ibn ‘Abbas said about the Ayah [6:9 
above], “If an angel was sent to them, he would come in the 
shape of a man. This is because they will not be able to look 
at the angel due to light.”!!! 


4b Ge Ooi; 


€... and We would have certainly caused them confusion in a 
matter which they have already covered with confusion .> 


meaning, We would confuse them over their confusion. And 
Al-Walibi reported Ibn ‘Abbas saying; “We brought doubts 
around them.” 
Allah’s statement, 
Wee EL Ws oN OSS AS ot ey att i> 
<And indeed Messengers were mocked before you, but their 
scoffers were surrounded by the very thing that they used to 
mock at.> 


comforts the Messenger # concerning the denial of him by his 
people. The Ayah also promises the Messenger 3%, and his 
believers, of Allah’s victory and the good end in this life and the 
Hereafter. Allah said next, 


Wy tor een Boy Sted, 3 om oe cs 
(DSK As SOO Ge. [yet St Ai 3 We BP 


<Say: “Travel in the land and see what was the end of those 
who rejected truth."’> 


meaning, contemplate about yourselves and think about the 
afflictions Allah struck the previous nations with, those who 
defied His Messengers and denied them. Allah sent torment, 
afflictions and punishment on them in this life, as well as the 
painful torment in the Hereafter, while saving His Messengers 
and believing servants. 


(1 At-Tabari 11:268. 
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€12. Say: “To whom belongs all that is in the heavens and the 
earth?” Say: “To Allah.” He has prescribed mercy for Himself. 
Indeed He will gather you together on the Day of Resurrection, 
about which there is no doubt. Those who destroy themselves 
will not believe .> 
413. And to Him belongs whatsoever exists in the night and 
the day, and He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing.”’> 
€14. Say: “Shall | take as a guardian any other than Allah, the 
Creator of the heavens and the earth? And it is He Who feeds 
but is not fed.”’ Say: ‘Verily, I am commanded to be the first 
of those who submit. “And be not you of the idolators.> 
€15. Say: “I fear, if I disobey my Lord, the torment of a 
Mighty Day.” 
416. Who is averted from (such a torment) on that Day; then 


He (Allah) has surely been Merciful to him. And that would be 
the obvious success .> 


Allah is the Creator and the Sustainer 


Allah states that He is the King and Owner of the heavens 
and earth and all of what is in them, and that He has written 
mercy on His Most Honorable Self. It is recorded in the Two 
Sahihs, that Abu Hurayrah said that the Prophet 3 said, 


eth ME 555 Oy ryt Gp die Cis CS GEN GE US tu Sp 


«When Allah created the creation, He wrote in a Book that He 
has with Him above the Throne; ‘My mercy overcomes My 
anger ‘'1] 


("1 Fath ALBGri 13:395, Muslim 4:2107. 


320 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
Allah said; 
43.4 5 V cea 5 Sy KID 
€Indeed He will gather you together on the Day of 
Resurrection, about which there is no doubt.> 
swearing by His Most Honored Self that He will gather His 


servants, 

oh 93 che SD 

¢For appointed meeting of a known Day.> (56:50), 
the Day of Resurrection that will certainly occur, and there is 
no doubt for His believing servants in this fact. As for those 
who deny and refuse, they are in confusion and disarray. 
Allah’s statement, ; . 
Cepcl WS Sail 


<Those who destroy themselves) on the Day of Resurrection, 
€will not believe.» in the Return and thus do not fear the 
repercussions of that Day. Allah said next, 


4286 Sl g Kv AG> 
¢And to Him belongs whatsoever exists in the night and the 
day.> 
meaning, all creatures in the heavens and earth are Allah’s 


servants and creatures, and they are all under His authority, 
power and will; there is no deity worthy of worship except Him, 


rast Lait Zap 
qand He is the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing .> 


He hears the statements of His servants and knows their 
actions, secrets and what they conceal. Allah then said to His 
servant and Messenger Muhammad 3%, whom He sent with the 
pure Tawhid and the straight religion, commanding him to call 
the people to Allah’s straight path; 


4256 o5cet po G5 Saf Bt Et Bp 


“f 


€Say: “Shall I take as a guardian any other than Allah, the 
Creator of the heavens and the earth?’’> 
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Similarly, Allah said, 

4st Gd aes at at Sy 
<Say: “Do you order me to worship other than Allah, O you 
fools?’’> (39:64). 

The meaning here is, I will not take a guardian except Allah, 
without partners, for He is the Creator of the heavens and 
earth Who orignated them without precedent, 

4 pat % pale ns 


¢And it is He Who feeds but is not fed.> 
For He sustains His creatures without needing them. Allah 
also said; 
tw Y Syb GA! Gait > 

€And I created not the Jinn and humans except that they 

should worship Me (Alone).> [51:56] 
Some scholars read it, 

grabs V5 poke 583 
“And it is He Who feeds but He does not eat.” 

meaning, Allah does not eat. Abu Hurayrah narrated, “A man 
from Al-Ansar from the area of Quba’ invited the Prophet 3% to 
eat some food, and we went along with the Prophet #. When 
the Prophet # ate and washed his hands, he said, 

fy Gling .taabl, ug ele fy; cgealas V5 okt il & isdn 

ws Se es a Keel Gxt oo Pe 85 gall & or Cus; res] 

gta je » Gabh call a dish te Bet ¥y Gu V5 be Y; 

et E cy G5255 SIGN 7 oe Uiday vga: fee Uis5 etal cy Uliz5 

‘All praise is due to Allah, Who feeds but is never fed, He bestowed 
bounty unto us, Who gave us guidance and fed us, gave us something 
to drink, covered our nakedness; and for every favor He has given us. 
All praise is due to Allah, praise that should not be neglected, my 


Lord, all the while affirming that we will never be able to duly thank 
Him; nor be appreciative enough of Him, nor be free of needing Him. 
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BESSIES ee aa All thanks and praises 
Ka estors SOREN Rest, BSAR are due to Allah Who fed 
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¢And be not you of the idolaters. Say: “I fear, if I disobey my 
Lord, the torment of a Mighty Day.’ [6:14-15], 


the Day of Resurrection, 


aster 


425 G3 eres 3 
4Who is averted as such a torment, 
thes 15 525) 
¢on that Day, He has surely been Merciful to him} meaning, 
Allah will have been merciful to him, 


qi 3 Sa BNS5> 
(0) aAn-Nasai in Al-Kubra 6:82. 
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«And that would be the obvious success.» Allah also said, 
455 5% 53s ESI jets gal eo ~~) a> 


¢And whoever is moved away from the Fire and admitted to 
Paradise, he indeed is successful .> [3:185], 


success here indicates acquiring profit and negates loss. 
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417. And if Allah touches you with harm, none can remove it 
but He, and if He touches you with good, then He is able to do 
all things.> 


418. And He is the Irresistible, above His servants, and He is 
the All-Wise, Well-Acquainted with all things .> 


€19. Say: “What thing is the most great in witness?” Say: 
“Allah is Witness between you and I; this Qur’an has been 
revealed to me that I may therewith warn you and whomsoever 
it may reach. Can you verily bear witness that besides Allah 
there are other gods?” Say “I bear no (such) witness!” Say: 
“Only He is God, alone, and truly I am innocent of what you 
join in worship with Him.’"> 

€20. Those to whom We have given the Scripture recognize 
him, as they recognize their own children. Those who have lost 
(destroyed) themselves will not believe .> 

€21. And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie 


against Allah or rejects His Aydt? Verily, the wrongdoers shall 
never be successful .> 


Allah is the Irresistible, Able to Bring Benefit and 
Protect from Harm 


Allah states that He Alone brings benefit or harm, and that 
He does what He wills with His creatures, none can resist His 


* 
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* ‘used to supplicate,. ar 
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aie sy or prevent what He decrees, 


ae the 
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¢And if Allah touches you with harm, none can remove it but 
He, and if He touches you with good, then He is able to do all 
things .> 

reat La Allah said, 


ities mercy, Allah may ea to mankind, none can 
withhold it, and whatever He may withhold, none can grant it 
thereafter> {35:2}. 


“It is recorded in the’ Sahih that the Messenect of Allah bo 


° 


ead Jt, Sah Be Ws gas cata gu Yn , 


tO Allah, there is none Who can avert what You grant or give 
what You deprive, and no fortune ever helps the fortunate 
against You»!!! 


This is why Allah said, 
ite 3 Sy » pili ” 
And He is the Irresistible, above His servants,> 


‘meaning, to Him the necks are subservient, the tyrants 
-humble before Him and He has complete control over all 


things. The creatures have all bowed to Allah and are humbled 
before His grace, honor, pride, greatness, highness and ability 


: over all things. The creatures are insignificant before Him, for 
they are all under His irresistible decision and power, 


USS Sap 
¢and He is the All-Wise,> in all His actions, 
42dl> 


qWell-Acquainted with all things.» Who places everything in its 


(1) Fath ALBari 2:379. 
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Stirah 6. Al-An‘am (17 - 21) (Part-7) 325 


rightful place, grants and favors whomever deserves His favor. 
Allah said next, Wo) tae 
Ci ST dN SD 


<Say : ‘What thing is the most great in witness?’ 
or what is the greatest witness, 
<5 oe Lt St Bb 
<Say: “Allah (the Most Great!) is Witness between you and 1'’> for 
He knows what I brought you and what you will answer me 
with, 
tii oe 4 ON Sell iS Sy eshsd 
<this Qur'an has been revealed to me that I may therewith 
warn you and whomsoever it may reach.> 


Therefore, this Qur’an is a warmer for al] those who hear of 
it. In another Agah, Allah said, 


Chas NG SGM 5 oy 2S HS 


<But those of the sects that reject it, the Fire will be their 
promised meeting place.> [11:17] 


Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas said, “Those who follow the Messenger of 
Allah #% ought to call to what the Messenger of Allah # called 
to and warn against what he warned against.” Allah said next, 


“4h SUD 
$"Can you verily bear witness...’’> O idolators, 
CY Sid Gow ee BD 
<"that besides Allah. faite are other gods?” Say, “I bear no 


+ + (such) witness!"> = ~- 3 


* Similarly, in another Suck Allah said; 
Eye 5GE 35 64,2 afd 
_¢Thert if they testify, testify not you with them.> [6:150] 
Allah said next, 
EES 6 tof Hh 25 HB BD 


<Say: “Only He is God, alone, and truly I am innocent of 
what you join in worship with Him.”> 
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People of the Book Recognize the Prophet # Just as 
They Recognize Their Own Children 


Allah says, the People of the Book know what you brought 
them, O Muhammad 2%, as they know their own children. This 
is because they received good news from the previous 
Messengers and Prophets about the coming of Muhammad 3%, 
his attributes, homeland, his migration, and the description of 
his Ummah. Allah said next, 


pect (Ak Call 
<Those who have lost (destroyed) themselves» and thus 
incurred the ultimate loss, 

(WOLSEY ¥ 56> 


<will not believe.> in this clear matter. A matter about which 
the previous Prophets gave good news, and a matter extolled 
about in ancient and modern times. Allah said next, 


dh, OS SOT A GH SEN Sp 
¢And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie against 
Allah or rejects His Ayat?> 


meaning, there is no person more unjust than he who lies 
about Allah and claims that Allah has sent him, while Allah 
did not send him. There is no person more unjust than he 
who denies Allah’s proofs, signs and evidences, 


5p ae ¥ A> 
<Verily, the wrongdoers shall never be successful .> 


Surely, both of these people will never acquire success, 
whoever falsely [claims that Allah sent him] and whoever 
refuses [Allah’s Aydt]. 
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€22. And on the Day when We shall gather them all together, 
We shall say to those who joined partners in worship (with 
Us) : “Where are your partners (false deities) whom you used to 
assert (as partners in worship with Allah)?’ 

423. There will then be (left) no Fitnah for them but to say: 
“By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who joined others (in 
worship with Allah) .”’> 

424. Look! How they lie against themselves! But the (lie) which 
they invented will disappear from them. 

425. And of them there are some who listen to you; but We 
have set veils on their hearts, so they understand it not, and 
deafness in their ears; if they see every one of the Aydt they 
will not believe therein; to the point that when they come to 
you to argue with you, those who disbelieve say: ‘These are 
nothing but tales of the men of old.’’> 

426. And they prevent others from him and they themselves 
keep away from him, and (by doing so) they destroy none but 
themselves, yet they perceive (it) not.> 


The Polythiests Shall be Questioned About the Shirk 
They Committed 


About the polytheists, Allah said: 
Cie hte FZ5> 
¢And on the Day when We shall gather them all together, 
This is on the Day of Resurrection, when He will ask them 
about the idols and rivals that they worshipped instead of 
Him. Allah will say to them, 
Sp 2S oS BED 
Where are your partners (false deities) whom you used to 
assert (as partners in worship with Allah)?> 
Allah said in Surat Al-Qasas, 
RG 2S SM ot AMG yest Od 
¢And (remember) the Day when He will call to them, and say, 


“Where are My (so-called) partners whom you used to 
assert?’’} [28:62]. 
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Allah’s statement, 2s 
qs SSIS 
<There will then be (left) no Fitnah for then» means, argument. 
‘Ata’ Al-Khurdsani said that, 
iets XS 5 SBD 
<There will then be (left) no Fitnah for them} in the face of the 
affliction that will be placed on them, 
46GE © oS Sb NE I Vp 
<but to say: “By Allah, our Lord, we were not those who 
joined others (in worship with Allah).“">"! 
Allah said next, 
qe OE be 55 Ett oe YT a tp 
<Look! How they lie against themselves! But the (lie) which 
they invented will disappear from them .> 
which is similar to His other statement, 
it SJE ILS IG ot ot eS 26 uA as 
CDS pSN at A air ts SS os 
<Then it will be said to them: “Where are (all) those whom you 
used to join in worship as partners. Besides Allah?” They will 
say, “They have vanished from us: Nay, we did not invoke 


(worship) anything before.” Thus Allgh leads astray the 
disbelievers .» [40:73-74] 


The Miserable Do Not Benefit from the Qur’an 
Allah’s statement, 


Je WF of BS pyiie a5 Laie od SCE pest KH Ces GO LE oF tg> 


¢And of them there are some who listen to you; but We have 
set veils on their hearts, so they understand it not, and deafness 
in their ears; if they see every one of the Aydt they will not 
believe therein ;> 


(1) At-Tabari 11:299. 
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means, they come to you, (O Muhammad 3%), so that they hear 
you recite the Qur’an, but its recitation does not benefit them, 
because Allah has set veils on their hearts, and so they do not 
understand the Qur'an, 

4055 pplite 5d 


qand (set) deafness in their ears;> that prevents them from 
hearing what benefits them. In another Ayah, Allah said; 


M5 Mel CVG Se oll JS Ee Ki Jes 
¢And the example of those who disbelieve, is as that of him who 
shouts at one who hears nothing but calls and cries.> [2:171] 
Allah said next, 
40, AV a See 1 o> 
4if they see every one of the Ayat they will not believe therein ;> 
meaning, they will not believe in any of the Aydt, proofs, clear 
evidences and signs they witness because they do not have 
sound comprehension or fair judgment. In another Ayah, Allah 
said, 
HN GE oh SG DD 
<Had Allah known of any good in them, He would indeed have 
made them listen .> [8:23] 
Allah said, 
4iihh i  &D 
¢to the point that when they come to you to argue with you...> 
using falsehood against truth, 


Cig AS Vy TE A AS Sait Sd 


<those who disbelieve say: ‘These are nothing but tales of the 
men of old.’’> 


The disbelievers say, what you (O Muhammad 3%) brought us 
was taken from the books of those who were before us, 
meaning plagiarized, 
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¢And they _ prevent 
others from him and they 
themselves keep away 
from him ,> 

They discourage 
people from following 
the truth, believing in 
Muhammad # and 
obeying the Qur'an, 

ti 25> 

¢and they themselves 
keep away from him,> 

They thus combine 
both evil acts, for they 
neither benefit 
themselves, nor let 
others benefit from 
the Prophet #%. ‘Ali 
bin Abi Talhah said 
that Ibn ‘Abbas said 
that the Ayah, 
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4 Sei phaD 
¢And they _ prevent 
others from him.> 
means, they hinder people from believing in Muhammad ig, |11 
Muhammad bin Al-Hanafiyyah said, “The disbelievers of 
Quraysh used to refrain from meeting Muhammad 3% and they 
discouraged people from coming to him.”?! Similar was 
reported from Qataédah, Mujahid and Ad-Dahhak and several 


others. !9! 
epper er ocd 25. chew og ¢ 
4578 5 orn Yh SS o> 

¢and (by doing so) they destroy not but themselves, yet they 

perceive (it) not.> 
I At-Tabari 11:311. 
[2 at-Tabari 11:311. 
(3) At-Tabari 11:312. 
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They destroy themselves by committing this evil action, and its 
harm will only touch them. Yet, they do not perceive this fact! 
ew athe te Bed ee eo he. a4 we 


E Bassll & SG hh RG EE IS LOG as 4 uF Hd 
a jb Ki SACS aay rer ie 1) {ysl i 3 3 ie b3 oe jie Ke G 3 SB 


See 2 Gai GG 


BOK EE ty Ga Bois 56 by SS 
€27. If you could but see wis they will be held over the (Hell) 
Fire! They will say: ‘Would that we were but sent back (to the 


world)! Then we would not deny the Ayat of our Lord, and we 
would be of the believers!"’> 


28. Nay, what they had been concealing before has become 
manifest to them. But if they were returned (to the world), they 
would certainly revert to that which they were forbidden. And 
indeed they are liars.> 


€29. And they said: ‘There is no (other life) but our (present) 
life of this world, and never shall we be resurrected .’’> 


€30. If you could but see when they will stand before their 
Lord! He will say: “Is not this the truth?” They will say: 
“Yes, by our Lord!’”’ He will then say: “So taste you the 
torment because you used not to believe.”’> 


Wishes and Hopes Do Not Help One When He Sees the 
Torment 


Allah mentions the condition of the disbelievers when they 
are made to stand before the Fire on the Day of Resurrection 
and witness its chains and restraints, along with seeing the 
horrible, momentous conditions in the Fire with their own 
eyes. This is when the disbelievers will say, 


died Se 35 GS AG GIR Ys RD 
4’Would that we were but sent back (to the world)! Then we 
would not deny the Aydt of our Lord, and we would be of the 
believers!""> 


They wish that they would be sent back to the life of the 
world so that they could perform righteous deeds, refrain from 
disbelieving in the Ayat of their Lord and be among the 
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believers. Allah said, 
455 op 58 UE A TD 

«Nay, what they had been concealing before has become 

manifest to them .> 
meaning, the disbelief, denial and rebellion that they used to 
hide in their hearts will then be uncovered, even though they 
will try to hide this fact in this life and the Hereafter. Earlier, 
Allah said, 

sora tii, We i ae 155 

<There will then be (left) no trial for them but to say: “By 

Allah, our Lord, we were not those who joined others in 

worship with Allah.” Look! How they lie against themselves! 
But the (lie) which they invented will disappear from them. 

It is also possible that the meaning here is that the 
disbelievers will realize the truth that they knew all along in 
their hearts, that is, that what the Messengers brought them 
in this life is true, although they used to deny his Message 
before their followers. Allah said that Musa said to Fir‘awn, 


4S NG Sct 25 yy Mise GAC cig lip 


<Verily, you know that these signs have clearly been sent 
down by none but the Lord of the heavens and the earth as eye- 
opening evidence.” {17:102] 
Allah said about Fir‘awn and his people, 
i855 Cb oft WEG Wiss 


¢And they belied them (those Ayat) wrongfully and arrogantly, 
though they were themselves convinced thereof.> [27:14] 


35 on SAK EG hs iD 
Nay, it has become manifest to them what they had been 
concealing before.» [6:28] 


When this occurs, and the disbelievers ask to be returned to 
this life, they will not do so because they truly wish to 
embrace the faith. Rather, they ask to be returned to this life 
for fear of the torment that they are witnessing before them, 
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as punishment for the disbelief they committed, and to try and 
avoid the Fire that they see before their eyes. 


45350) oy ae WE UA 6 > 


<But if they were returned, they would certainly revert to that 
which they were forbidden. And indeed they are liars.> 
meaning, they lie when they say they wish to go back to this 
life so that they can embrace the faith. Allah states that even 
if they were sent back to the life of this world, they will again 
commit the disbelief and defiance that they were prohibited. 


45935) E> 
ee indeed they are liars.» in their statement that, 


% 5 JS o one OO & i ih § Wasi § SS > oie ae ‘ 33 Ck> 
ot ee 
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wis fs 
e274 > 


4’Would that we were but sent back! Then we would not deny 
the Aydt of our Lord, and we would be of the believers!’ Nay, 
what they had been concealing before has become manifest to 
them. But if they were returned, they would certainly revert to 
that which they were forbidden. And indeed they are liars. And 
they said: ‘There is no (other life) but our (present) life of this 
world, and never shall we be resurrected." 


Therefore, they will revert to their old behavior and say, 


4Gai GE A > 


<There is no life but our life of this world> and there is no 
Hereafter, 


CRS LZ OD 
¢and never shall we be resurrected.> Allah said, 
dip EBA GD 
€If you could but see when they will stand before their Lord!> 
in front of Him, t 
tipi is aN 


€“Is not this the truth?”’> meaning, is not Resurrection true, 
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contarary to what you thought, 
€3 I< 5 ty te Nast (poi5 3 ee be 36> 

<They will say: “Yes, by our Lord!” He will then say: “So 

taste you the torment because you used not to believe.’’> 
and because you today denied Resurrection. Therefore, taste 
the torment, 

Baie VES AA he 3 uil> 
<"Is this magic, or do you not see?’’> [52:15] 

Ge Gass WG Ey daa eee a i Se, Eg 7k 
25% Gi Beit 0) fhady o a vt raph & tal Sid pas We 


<1 sas Sat 53 ji SET Da yA 
€31. They indeed are losers who denied their meeting with 
Allah, until all of a sudden, the Hour (signs of death) is upon 
them, and they say: “Alas for us that we gave no thought to 
it,” while they will bear their burdens on their backs; and evil 
indeed are the burdens that they will bear!> 


€32. And the life of this world is nothing but play and 

amusement. But far better is the abode of the Hereafter for those 

have Taqwa. Will you not then understand?> 

Allah describes the regret of the disbelievers when facing 
Him, and their disappointment at the commencement, along 


with their sorrow for not performing good deeds and for their 
evil deeds. This is why Allah said, 


dia SC fe ss YG Ey tae we a > 
quntil all of a sudden, the Hour (signs of death) is upon them, 
and they say: “Alas for us that we gave no thought to it.”’> 
‘It’ here refers to either the life of this world, or the affairs of 
the Hereafter. Allah’s statement, 
ah Ga yi anos & aS Syl oP 
«while they will bear their burdens on their backs; and evil 
indeed are the burdens that they will bear!> 
Asbat said that As-Suddi said, “Upon entering his grave, 
every unjust person will meet a man with an ugly face, dark 
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atta , ecg <a coming from you!’ He 
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ic we bes Bab EC Sasso ekAsse the case with your 
ment oy ates work, it stunk.’ The 
COAG O di SBv 55235 GaN isess unjust person will 
cere iy EE ti say, ‘How dirty are 
SHEA To CU SL as tg vou clothes!’ He will 
wd ESI 7 C24 ate IO reply, ‘And your work 
oe or - zee. |\too was dirty.’ The 
ee Sih Sat O29 llunjust person will 
Si Bae A OE «| 3 |jask, ‘Who are you?’ 
rust fee wis ae He will reply, 1 am 
5,20 APE eS aalT Ssh ip jis your deeds.’ So he 
will remain with the 
unjust person in his grave, and when he is resurrected on the 
Day of Resurrection, his companion will say to him, ‘In the life 
of the world, I used to carry you because you followed desire 
and lust. Today, you carry me.’ So he will ride on the unjust 
person’s back and lead him until he enters the Fire. So Allah 
said, 


~ sybaeesgcIG5 ao eee 


din, ve vi pase’ & cabs ished rae? 
«while they will bear their burdens on their backs; and evil 
indeed are the burdens that they will bear!> (6:31)""44 
Allah’s statement, 


5 25 EM Bait G5 
0) at-Tabari 11:328. 
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¢And the life of this world is nothing but play and 
amusement .> 


means, most of it is play and amusement, 
Cia SE B3E 5h EM 159 
<But far better is the abode of the Hereafter for those who have 
Taqwa. Will you not then understand?> 
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<33. We know indeed the grief which their words cause you; it 
is not you that they deny, but it is the verses of Allah that the 
wrongdoers deny .> 


<34. Verily, (many) Messengers were denied before you, but 
with patience they bore the denial, and they were hurt, till Our 
help reached them, and none can alter the Words of Allah. 
Surely, there has reached you the information about the 
Messengers (before you).> 


€35. If their aversion is hard on you, then if you were able to 
seek a tunnel in the ground or a ladder to the sky, so that you 
may bring them a sign. And had Allah willed, He could have 
gathered them together upon true guidance, so be not you one 
of the ignorant .> 


€36. It is only those who listen, that will respond, but as for 


the dead, Allah will raise them up, then to Him they will be 
returned .> 


Comforting the Prophet # 
Allah comforts the Prophet #% in his grief over his people’s 
denial and defiance of him, 


ti bece 
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We know indeed the grief which their words cause you ;> 


meaning, We know about their denial of you and your sadness 
and sorrow for them. Allah said in other Aydt, 


€So destroy not yourself in sorrow for them.} [35:8], and 


It may be that you are going to kill yourself with grief, that 
they do not become believers.> [26:3], and, 


4K cll ay Yad J a cat ob BE Gs Shes 
<Perhaps, you, would kill yourself in grief, over their footsteps 
(for their turning away from you), because they believe not in 
this narration .> [18:6] 


Allah’s statement, 
Cisiod St ose, Gaull SG BOR ¥ o> 


4it is not you that they deny, but it is the verses of Allah that 
the wrongdoers deny .> 


means, they do not accuse you of being a liar, 
CEE, HF ih, Ents [65> 
<but it is the Verses of Allah that the wrongdoers deny .> 


It is only the truth that they reject and refuse. Muhammad 
bin Ishaq mentioned that Az-Zuhri said that Abu Jahi, Abu 
Sufyan Sakhr bin Harb and Al-Akhnas bin Shurayq once 
came to listen to the Prophet # reciting the Qur’an at night, 
but these three men were not aware of the presence of each 
other. So they listened to the Prophet’s recitation until the 
morning, and then left. They met each other on their way back 
and each one of them asked the others, “What brought you?” 
So they mentioned to each other the reason why they came. 
They vowed not to repeat this incident so that the young men of 
Quraysh would not hear of what they did and imitate them. On 
the second night, each one of the three came back thinking 
that the other two would not come because of the vows they 
made to each other. In the morning, they again met each other 
on their way back and criticized each other, vowing not to 
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repeat what they did. On the third night, they again went to 
listen to the Prophet #% and in the morning they again vowed 
not to repeat this incident. During that day, Al-Akhnas bin 
Shuraygq took his staff and went to Abu Sufyan bin Harb in his 
house saying, “O Abu Hanzalah! What is your opinion 
concerning what you heard from Muhammad.” Abu Sufyan 
said, “O Abu Tha‘labah! By Allah, I have heard some things 
that I recognize and know their implications. I also heard some 
things whose meaning and implications were unknown to me.” 
Al-Akhnas said, “And I the same, by He Whom you swore by!” 
Al-Akhnas left Abu Sufyan and went to Abu Jahl and asked 
him, “O Abu Al-Hakam! What is your opinion about what you 
heard from Muhammad.” Abu Jahl said, “We competed with 
Bani ‘Abd Manéf (the Prophet’s subtribe) and so we fed as they 
fed and gave away as they gave away. So, when we were neck 
and neck with them, just as two horses in a race, they said, 
There is a Prophet from among us, to whom revelation from 
the heaven comes.’ So how can we ever beat them at that? By 
Allah we will never believe in him or accept what he says.’ This 
is when Al-Akhnas left Abu Jahl and went away.”!1! 
Allah’s statement, 

<Verily, (many) Messengers were denied before you, but with 

patience they bore the denial, and they were hurt, till Our help 

reached them ,> 

This comforts the Prophet’s concern for those who denied and 

rejected him. Allah also commands the Prophet #§ to be patient, 
just as the mighty Messengers before him were. He also 
promised him victory, just as the previous Messengers were 
victorious and the good end was theirs, after the denial and 


harm their people placed on them. Then, victory came to them 
in this life, just as victory is theirs in the Hereafter. Allah said, 


ik oh 5x2 > 
¢and none can alter the Words of Allah.> 
This refers to His decision that victory in this life and the 


"1 Ibn Hisham 1 :337, from the view of the chain of narrators, this 
story is not authentic. 
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Hereafter is for His believing servants. Allah said in other 
Aydt, 


<And, verily, Our Word has gone forth of old for Our 
servants, the Messengers. That they verily would be made 
triumphant. And that Our hosts, they verily would be the 
victors.» [37:171-173], and, 


ete 5 HM Sy ath O CAN St ed 

¢Allah has decreed: “Verily! It is I and My Messengers who 

shall be the victorious.” Verily, Allah is All-Powerful, 

Almighty .> [58:21] 

Allah said; 
Kn off x J aabyp 

<Surely, there has reached you the information about the 

Messengers (before you) .> 
who were given victory and prevailed over the people who 
rejected them. And you (O Muhammad #), have a good 
example in them. Allah said next, 


derbie) He S oF oy 


<If their aversion is hard on you,> and you cannot be patient 
because of their aversion, 


dict g ht fl GAT 3 GE Ge of CEE p> 
then if you were able to seek a tunnel in the ground or a 
ladder to the sky...> 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented, “If 
you were able to seek a tunnel and bring them an Ayah, or go 
up a ladder in the sky and bring a better Ayah than the one | 
(Allah) gave them, then do that.”"! Similar was reported from 
Qatadah, As-Suddi and others.'2! Allah’s statement, 


(Ul At-Tabari 11:338. 
(2) At-Tabari 11:338. 
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iy 


€And had Allah willed, He could have gathered them together _ 


upon true guidance, so be not you one of the ignorant. 
is similar to His statement, 
tis le BM 4 HOY & HE Hp 
€And had your Lord willed, those on earth would have 
believed, all of them together> 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said about 
Allah’s statement, 
Kisii SS Si HY 
€And had Allah willed, He could have gathered them together 
upon true guidance,> 
“The Messenger of Allah # was eager that all people believe 
and be guided to follow him. Allah told him that only those 
whose happiness Allah has written in the first Dhikr will 
believe.”'! Allah’s statement, 
5505 lt 29 GD 
€lt is only those who listen, that will respond ,> 
means, only those who hear the speech, comprehend and 
understand it, will accept your call, O Muhammad #1 In 
another Ayah, Allah said; 
Cat & Sal BE oF sud 
€That it may give warning to him who is living, and that the 
Word may be justified against the disbelievers.> [36:70]. 
Allah’s statement, 
<but as for the dead, Allah will raise them up, then to Him 
they will be returned .> 


refers to the disbelievers because their hearts are dead. 
Therefore, All4h resembled them to dead corpses as a way of 
mocking and belittling them, saying, 


4503 Oy 6 ED SS 


0) At-Tabari 11:340. Meaning those He had decreed to believe. 
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<but as for the dead (disbelievers), Allah will raise them up, 
then to Him they will be returned (for their recompense) .> 
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437. And they said: ‘Why is not a sign sent down to him from 

his Lord?” Say: “Allah is certainly able to send down a sign, 
but most of them know not.’’> 


438. There is not a moving creature on earth, nor a bird that 
flies with its two wings, but are Umam like you. We have 
neglected nothing in the Book, then unto their Lord they (all) 
shall be gathered .> 


439. Those who reject Our Ayéat are deaf and dumb in 
darkness. Allah sends astray whom He wills and He guides on 
the straight path whom He wills.> 


The Idolators Ask for a Miracle 


Allah states that the idolators used to proclaim, “Why does 
not (Muhammad) bring an Ayah from his Lord,” meaning, a 
miracle of their choice! They would sometimes say, 


dik ANG ORE EHS Dd 
<We shall not believe in you, until you cause a spring to gush 
forth from the ground for us.’’> [17:90]. 


5sis ket SG Se Ag I Gy BD 
4Say: “Allah is certainly able to send down a sign, but most of 
them know not.’’> 


Certainly, Allah is able to send an Ayah (sign). But, He 
decided out of His wisdom to delay that, because if He sends 
an Ayah of their liking and they still do not believe, this will 
hasten their punishment as with the previous nations. Allah 
said in other Aydt, 


ears fe 
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(HEE I oh LG 
€And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but that the 
people of old denied them. And We sent the she-camel to 
Thamid as a clear sign, but they did her wrong. And We sent 
not the signs except to warn, and to make them afraid (of 
destruction).> [17:59], and, 


fee 


€Eiest O ed ci Tat Gb IB a> 


if We will, We could send down to them from the heaven a 
sign, to which they would bend their necks in humility> [26:4]. 


The Meaning of Umam 
Allah said, 
q Sieh AY, see A GN gE & wD 


<There is not a moving (living) creature on earth, nor a bird 
that flies with its two wings, but are Umam like you.> 
Mujahid commented, “Meaning, various species that have 
distinct names.”!!! Qatadah said, “Birds are an Ummah, 
humans are an Ummah and the Jinns are an Ummah.”"! As- 


Suddi said that, tag 
< Sel 24 Yip 


<but are Umam like you.» means, creations (or species).!*! 
Allah’s statement, 


45H ce SH 3 OS GD 
<We have neglected nothing in the Book,» means, the knowledge 
about all things is with Allah, and He never forgets any of His 
creatures, nor their sustenance, nor their affairs, whether these 
creatures live in the sea or on land. In another Ayah, Allah 
said; 


a a 


es ae - & Se. 
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(1) At-Tabari 11:345. 
(2) At-Tabari 11:345. 
IS! At-Tabari 11:345. 
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¢And no moving creature is there on earth but its provision is 
due from Allah. And He knows its dwelling place and its 
deposit (in the uterus, grave, etc.). All is in a Clear Book .> 
[11:6], 
there is a record of their names, numbers, movements, and 
lack of movement. In another Ayah, Allah said; 


oY Uli a. an 5 Say Gass ail ‘ail G35 i de Y xb ot leas 


<And so many a moving creature there is, that carries not its 
own provision! Allah provides for it and for you. And He is the 
All-Hearer, the All-Knower .> [29:60] 


Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said about the Ayah, 
qe re Jj xD> 
<then unto their Lord they (all) shall be gathered .> 


“Death gathers them.” It was also said that the Day of 
Resurrection gathers them, for another Ayah, Allah said; 


> 274? oo 


wo Sm PH Yd 
<And when the wild beasts shall be gathered together.> [81:5] 


‘Abdur-Razzaq recorded that Abu Hurayrah said about 
Allah’s statement, 


4s oo BF SS ge Bai AW 
¢but are Umam like you. We have neglected nothing in the 
Book, then unto their Lord they (all) shall be gathered .> 
“All creatures will be gathered on the Day of Resurrection, the 
beasts, birds and all others. Allah’s justice will be so perfect, 
that the un-horned sheep will receive retribution from the 
horned sheep. Allah will then command them, Be dust!’ This 
is when the disbeliever will say, 
5 i Gd 
Woe to me! Would that I were dust!’’>”[78:40].!?! 


And this was reported from the Prophet #% in the Hadith 
about the Trumpet. 


1! thn Abi Hatim 4:1286. 
(2) At-Tabari 11:347. 
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The Disbelievers will be Deaf and Mute in Darkness 
Allah said, 
5c 5 15 £2 se UIT gp 
<Those who reject Our Ayat are deaf and dumb in darkness.> 


due to their ignorance, little knowledge and minute 
comprehension. Their example is that of the deaf-mute who 
cannot hear nor speak, as well as being blinded by darkness. 
Therefore, how can such a person find guidance to the path or 
change the condition he is in? Allah said in other Aydt, 
3 BIS pays Ol Cas ASG Sal UG OE A ll yer tp 
CS Sed, VE GS cine Volt 
<Their parable is that of one who kindled a fire; then, when it 
illuminated all around him, Allah took away their light and left 
them in darkness. (So) they could not see. They are deaf, 
dumb, and blind, so they return not (to the right path)» (2:17- 
18], and, 
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<Or like the darkness in a vast deep sea, overwhelmed with a 
Sreat wave topped by a great wave, topped by dark clouds, 
darkness, one above another, if a man stretches out his hand, he 


can hardly see it! And he for whom Allah has not appointed 
light, for him there is no light.> [24:40] 

This is why Allah said here, 

tpt bie & 8 1G sh Sp 
Allah sends astray whom He wills and He guides on the 
straight path whom He wills.> 
for He does what He wills with His creatures. : 
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€40. Say: “Tell me if 
Allah’s torment comes 
upon you, or the Hour 
comes upon you, would 
you then call upon any 
one other than Allah? 
(Reply) if you are 
truthful!’’> 

441. Nay! To Him alone 
you call, and, if He 
willed, He would remove 
that (distress) for which 
you call upon Him, and 
you forget at that time 


whatever partners you joined with Him (in worship)!> 


¢42. Verily, We sent (Messengers) to many nations before you. 
And We seized them with extreme poverty and loss of health so 


that they might believe with humility.> 


443. When Our torment reached them, 


why then did they not 


believe with humility? But their hearts became hardened, and 
Shaytan made fair-seeming to them that which they used to 


do.> 


444. So, when they forgot (the warning) with which they had 
been reminded, We opened to them the gates of every (pleasant) 
thing, until in the midst of their enjoyment in that which they 
were given, all of a sudden, We took them to punishment, and 
lo! They were plunged into destruction with deep regrets and 


sorrows .> 
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445. So the roots of the people who did wrong were cut off. 
And all the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the all 
that exists .> 


The Idolators Call On Allah Alone During Torment and 
Distress 

Allah states that He does what He wills with His creatures 
and none can resist His decision or avert what He decrees for 
them. He is the One Who has no partners, Who accepts the 
supplication from whomever He wills. Allah said, 


dipne 2S of S65 if GA tact SA I At sue ST yy Kec Bp 
<Say: “Tell me if Allah’s torment comes upon you, or the Hour 
comes upon you, would you then call upon any one other than 
Allah? (Reply) if you are truthfull’’> 
This means, you —- disbelievers - will not call other than 
Allah in this case, because you know that none except He is 
able to remove the affliction. Allah said, 


€igne PAS opp 
if you are truthful?> by taking gods besides Him. 
GEES 0 55055 TE Sh SPH CASS RE 1G TD 
<Nay! To Him alone you call, and, if He willed, He would 
remove that (distress) for which you call upon Him, and you 


forget at that time whatever partners you joined with Him (in 
worship)!> 


for in times of necessity, you only call on Allah and forget your 
idols and false deities. In another Ayah, Allah said; 


iy Vy FE 1S AT g Ti KE yd 
And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that you call 
upon besides Him vanish from you except Him (Allah)> 
[17:67]. 

Allah said; 

Sih, ES a5 g AA gy TOA aD 
<Verily, We sent (Messengers) to many nations before you. 
And We seized them with extreme poverty... 
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That is, loss of wealth and diminished provisions, 
€.55> 
and loss of health> various illnesses, diseases and pain, 
sia: ed 
so that they might believe with humility> 
and call Allah and supplicate to Him with humbleness and 
humility. Allah said; 
Hie CA Ace 5 sap 
<€When Our torment reached them, why then did they not 
believe with humility? 


Meaning: Why do they not believe and humble themselves 
before Us when We test them with disaster?’ 


ish 5 55> 


<But their hearts became hardened,> for their hearts are not soft or 
humble, 


4h Bin ve gust 245 555 
€and Shaytan made fair-seeming to them that which they used 
to do.> 
That is, Shirk, defiance and rebellion. 
€.4 Yee) oS E> 
€So, when they forgot (the warning) with which they had been 
reminded ,> 
by ignoring and turning away from it, 
tnc8 Jee oN 2g Cp 
<We opened to them the gates of everything ,> 
Meaning: ‘We opened the gates of provisions for them from 
wherever they wished, so that We deceive them.’ We seek 
refuge with Allah from such an end. This is why Allah said, 
Ot 5 0 ep 
until in the midst of their enjoyment in that which they were 
given,> such as wealth, children and provisions, 
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4628 Af ES 6M 


all of a sudden, We took them to punishment and lo! They 
were plunged into destruction with deep regrets and sorrows.> 


They have no hope for any type of good thing. Al-Hasan Al- 
Basri said, “Whomever Allah gives provision and he thinks 
that Allah is not testing him, has no wisdom. Whomever has 
little provision and thinks that Allah will not look at (provide 
for) him, has no wisdom.” He then recited the Ayah, 


Hl & op a Ech Je IN Ae CS iy YES cS i> 

CS Crraes Ps ISp aca, “Ey pac 
<So, when they forgot (the warning) with which they had been 
reminded, We opened to them the, gates of every (pleasant) | 
thing, until in the midst of their enjoyment in that which they 
were given, all of a sudden, We took them to punishment, and 
lo! They were plunged into destruction with deep regrets and 
sorrows .> 


He added, “By the Lord of the Ka‘bah! Allah deceived these 
people, when He gave them what they wished, and then they 
were punished.” Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this statement.!""! 


SEA yg Kal St 2 85 Sat & (5 Sh Kaw “il S38 3 Et BD 
3 oe i 2156 wit it Sal 3 v Space Be as his Spd a> : 
os 2325 igh Yi Hot 35 CER AO peal Ty ae be 
Gat ES case, US aly GOR A 2% Se & Eb oe 

BELG HF 
€46. Say: “Tell me, if Allah took away your hearing and your : 
sight, and sealed up your hearts, is there a god othet than * 
Allah who could restore them to you?” See how vee We ~ 
explain the Aydt, yet they turn aside.> ; 


447. Say: “Tell me, if the punishment of Allah comes to you 
suddenly, or openly, will any be destroyed except the 
wrongdoing people?’’> 


(1 Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 3 :270, Ibn Abi Hatim 4:1291. 
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_ G48. And We send not the Messengers but as givers of glad 
tidings and as warners. So whosoever believes and does 
_ Tighteous good deeds, upon such shall come no fear, nor shall 


| ., they grieve.> 


449. But those who reject Our Ayat, the torment will strike 
them for their rebelling .> 
_ All&h said to His Messenger, say,,O Muhammad 3%, to those 
rebellious liars, . 
: thc ke Hg BOD 
Pitas  QTell me, if Allah took away your hearing and your sight.> 
“™ gust as He gave these senses to*you. In another Ayah, Allah 
4. " said; 
aa CNG CAI SS Lh SN weil 
It is He Who has created you, and endowed you with hearing, 
seeing .» [67:23]. 
The Ayah above might also mean that Allah will not allow 
the disbelievers to benefit from these senses in religious terms. 
This is why He said next, 


«i & ED 
¢and sealed up your hearts,.> He also said in other Aydt, 
C55 els AD 
<€Or who owns hearing and sight? [10:31], and, 
sii SH i ME a asp 


<And know that Allah comes in between a person and his 
heart.> Allah said; 


i Kak Bt 4 HD 
Is there a god other than Allah who could restore. them to 
you?> 
Meaning, is there anyone except Allah who is able to give you 


back these senses if Allah took them from you? Only Allah is 
able to do so, and this is why He said here, 


4ci8l 37h ee ip 
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<See how variously We explain the Ayat,> 
and make them plain and clear, testifying to Allah’s Oneness 
in lordship and that those worshipped besides Him are all 
false and unworthy. 
tips hb 3 


dyet they turn aside.» After this explanation, they still turn 
away from the truth and hinder people from following it. Allah’s 
statement, 


EE A Ake Kal y SGN BD 
Say: “Tell me, if the punishment of Allah comes to you 
suddenly..."> 


means, while you are unaware - or during the night - striking 
you all of a sudden, 
ie ald 


¢or openly during the day, or publicly, 
fat (5 Sy SR, J 


<will any be destroyed except the wrongdoing people?> 


This torment only strikes those who commit injustice against 
themselves by associating others with Allah, while those who 
worship Allah alone without partners will be saved from it, and 
they will have no fear or sorrow. In another Ayah, Allah said; 


4h, 4 EE Ss i SD 
It is those who believe and confuse not their belief with Zulm, 
(wrong or Shirk) .> [6:82] 
Allah’s statement, 
Kins ht Vy ep 15 wd 
<And We send not the Messengers but as bearers of glad 
tidings and as warners.> 


means, the Messengers bring good news to Allah’s servants, as 
well as, command all that is good and righteous. They also 
warn those who disbelieve in Allah of His anger and of all 
types of torment. Allah said, 


ah Sn 33 
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€So whosoever believes 
and does righteous good 
deeds .> 

meaning, whoever 
believes in his heart 
with what the 
Messengers were sent 
with and makes his 
works righteous by 
imitating them; 


ij SS Sip 


upon such shall come 
no fear,» concerning 
the future, 


i954 a Vd 
<nor shall they grieve.> 
about what they 
missed in the past and 
left behind them in 
this world. Certainly, 
Allah will be the Wali 
and Protector over 


what they left behind. 
Allah said next, 


G GSS 4315> 


<But those who reject Our Ayat, the torment will strike them 


for their rebelling .> 


The torment will strike them because of disbelieving in the 


Message of the Messengers, defying Allah’s commands, 
committing what He prohibited and transgressing His set 
limits. 
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a7; Ec Lhe xt ae a 3e ie <2 ed “ac 
Wed cake pp, Ch ENE NC & OSS ATS US ot Lyk 
4 


SS Saal 5G ape Oh at CN Ca ee at SG Nis 
4 op ee Si 2 og? ec ne he be tty +, Sep 8 ray 

Wie Re Se FN Si a KE SS Me OS Gee, 

Hite Bt Me tb ad ob B he 
€50. Say: “I don’t tell you that with me are the treasures of 
Allah, nor (that) I know the Unseen; nor do I tell you that I 
am an angel. I but follow what is revealed to me.” Say: “Are 
the blind and the one who sees equal? Will you not then 
consider?’’> 


451. And warn therewith those who fear that they will be 
gathered before their Lord, when there will be neither a 
protector nor an intercessor for them besides Him, so that they 
may have Taqwa.> 

452. And turn not away those who invoke their Lord, morning 
and evening seeking His Face. You are accountable for them in 
nothing, and they are accountable for you in nothing, that you 
may turn them away, and thus become of the wrongdoers.> 
€53. Thus We have tried some of them with others, that they 
might say: “Is it these (poor believers) that Allah has favored 
from amongst us?” Does not Allah know best those who are 
grateful?> 

454. When those who believe in Our Aydt come to you, say: 
“Salamun ‘Alaykum” (peace be on you); your Lord has written 
mercy for Himself, so that, if any of you does evil in ignorance, 
and thereafter repents and does righteous good deeds, then 
surely, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .> 


The Messenger Neither has the Key to Allah’s Treasures, 
Nor Knows the Unseen 


Allah said to His Messenger 3%, 
455 FE sre TAY o> 
€Say: “I don’t tell you that with me are the treasures of 
Allah .”’> 


meaning, I do not own Allah’s treasures or have any power 
over them, 
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<oii sat Yy> 
¢nor (that) I know the Unseen,> and I do not say that I know 


the Unseen, because its knowledge is with Allah and I only 
know what He conveys of it to me. 


426 4 SS VD 
<nor I tell you that I am an angel.> 
meaning, I do not claim that 1 am an angel. I am only a 
human to whom Allah sends revelation, and He honored me 
with this duty and favored me with it. 
45, 9 GH ES Sp 
<I but follow what is revealed to me.> and I never disobey 
the revelation in the least. 
iB iN 8% 56 BY 
" <Say: “Are the blind and the one who sees equal?’’> 


meaning, Is the one who is guided, following the truth, equal 
to the one misled?’ 


SSA SEl> 
<Will you not then consider?} In another Ayah, Allah said; 
CIV SG A DS HB op sh AH HE AN Rep 


<Shall he then who knows that what has been revealed to you 
from your Lord is the truth, be like him who is blind? But it is 
only the men of understanding that pay heed.> [13:19] 


Allah’s statement, 
shee 


ene eee ee * fe of 
465 5 od ot ASD He of Se Sy Salh> 


¢And warn therewith those who fear that they will be gathered 
before their Lord, when there will be neither a protector nor an 
intercessor for them besides Him,> 


means, warn with this Qur’an, O Muhammad 2%, 
ial pgs AEE 55 Said 


«Those who live in awe for fear of their Lord> [23:57], who, 


354 eae 
deo tpt BBE pls O58 D 
Fear their Lord, and dread the terrible reckoning.> [13:21], 
4g SSS SOE Sp 


<those who fear that they will be gathered before their Lord,> 
on the Day of Resurrection, 


ii G35 6h ot I DD 
<when there will be neither a protector nor an intercessor for 
P. 
them besides Him,> 


for on that Day, they will have no relative or intercessor who 
can prevent His torment if He decides to punish them with it, 


455 24> 


¢so that they may have Taqwa.> Therefore, warn of the Day 
when there will be no judge except Allah, 


45s Up 


€so that they may have Taqwa.) and thus work good deeds in 
this life, so that their good deeds may save them on the Day of 
Resurrection from Allah’s torment, and so that He will grant 
them multiple rewards. 


Prohibiting the Messenger from Turning the Weak Away 
and the Order to Honor Them : 


Allah said, 
hiss wif ge sia 45 ot St 8 ID 
«And turn not away those who invoke their Lord, morning and 
evening seeking His Face.} 


meaning, do not turn away those who have these qualities, 
instead make them your companions and associates. In 
another Ayah, Allah said; 


SCS 33 Far ae byany oils pads re Dyas all ra Acs ely 


Pa SG bis Ch OS oe KB a ak GG yest 425 Lp pe 
403 
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<And keep yourself patiently with those who call on their Lord 
morning and evening, seeking His Face, and let not your eyes 
overlook them, desiring the pomp and glitter of the life of the 
world; and obey not him whose heart We have made heedless of 
Our remembrance, one who follows his own lusts and whose 
affair (deeds) has been lost .>{18:28] 


Allah’s statement, 
445 Gea 


¢invoke their Lord...» refers to those who worship Him and 
supplicate to Him, 


<2 Biail> 
qmorning and evening.» referring to the obligatory prayers, 


according to Said bin Al-Musayyib, Mujahid, Al-Hasan and 
Qatddah. In another oo Allah said; 


Ki coed ag SATS 
¢And your Lord said, “Invoke Me, I will respond (to your 
invocation) ."> [40:60], 
I will accept your supplication. Allah said next, 
hiss iyp> 
«seeking His Face.» meaning, they seek Allah’s Most Generous 


Face, by sincerity for Him in the acts of worship and obedience 
they perform. Allah said; 


45 ot moe Ale 5 05 958 ok pyle ce up 
<€You are accountable for them in nothing, and they are 
accountable for you in nothing ,> 


This is similar to the answer Ndh gave to his people when 
they said, 


4535 dest, al 3. Bld 
<Shall we believe in you, when the meekest (of the people) 
follow you?’’> (26:111). 
Nth answered them, 


Ee) a ie OR TY PR x8 cor the & 958 
485 GAB IS EY he 4 SLE Gy UL > 
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¢And what knowledge have I of what they used to do? Their 
account is only with my Lord, if you could (but) know.> 
[26:112-113], 
meaning, their reckoning is for Allah not me, just as my 
reckoning is not up to them. Allah said here, 


Eat oe KS gAsfi> 


<that you may turn them away, and thus become of the 
wrongdoers .> 


meaning, you will be unjust if you turn them away. 
Allah’s statement, 
4unt, pre (S Hie 


* 


«Thus We have tried some of them with others> 
means, We tested, tried and checked them with each other, 


4 we 33. e GIS 8 Py 
qh bs gk af S Spel Hdd 


<That they might say: “Is it these (poor believers) that Allah 
has favored from amongst us?"’> 


This is because at first, most of those who followed the 
Messenger of Allah % were the weak among the people, men, 
women, slaves, and only a few chiefs or noted men followed 
him. Nuh, was also addressed by his people 


Kashil Gal CUT oh ot Ip AO Hy wp 


«Nor do we see any follow you but the meekest among us and 
they (too) followed you without thinking .> [11:27] 


Heraclius, emperor of Rome, asked Abu Sufyan, “Do the 
noblemen or the weak among people follow him (Muhammad 
#3)?” Abu Sufyan replied, “Rather the weak among them.” 
Heraclius commented, “Such is the case with followers of the 
Messengers.” 

The idolators of Quraysh used to mock the weak among 
them who believed in the Prophet #% and they even tortured 
some of them. They used to say, “Are these the ones whom 
Allah favored above us?,” meaning, Allah would not guide these 
people, instead of us, to all that is good, if indeed what they 
embraced is good. Allah mentioned similar statements in the 
Qur'an from the disbelievers, 


2 
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dh Ue EK D 
<Had it been a good thing, they (weak and poor) would not 
have preceded us to it!> [46:11], and, 


¢ 


Sat Me Ee aa ON Gee ah US al Je gt a aye E> 
ts 
¢And when Our clear verses are recited to them, those who 


disbelieve say to those who believe : ‘Which of the two groups is 
best in position and station." [19:73] 


Allah said in reply, 
4G, GH BT oF of 4d AN Sp 
¢€And how many a generation (past nations) have We destroyed 


before them, who were better in wealth, goods and outward 
appearance? [19:74]. 


Here, Allah answered the disbelievers when they said, 
tinsel, Sy it CNG bs yk St Se Maly 

<“Is it these (poor believers) that Allah has favored from 

amongst us?” Does not Allah know best those who are 

grateful?> 
Meaning is not Allah more knowledgeable of those who thank 
and appreciate Him in statement, action and heart? Thus 
Allah directs these believers to the ways of peace, transfers 
them from darkness to light by His leave, and guides them to 
the straight path. In another Ayah, Allah said; 


€As for those who strive hard for Us (Our cause), We will 
surely guide them to Our paths (i.e. Allah’s religion). And 
verily, Allah is with the doers of good’’> [29:69]. 


An authentic Hadith states, 
SUED Sl I AS Els Kis ANG (5 A Hi Ya Op 
tAllah does not look at your shapes or colors, but He looks at 
your heart and actions.1\"l 
0) Muslim 4: 1987. 
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Allah’s statement, 
Kis (ie JS Ge, BS A Ae agp 

<When those who believe in Our Ayat come to you, say: 

“Salamun ‘Alaykum” (peace be on you) ;> 
means, honor them by returning the Salam and give them the 
good news of Allah’s exclusive, encompassing mercy for them. 
So Allah said; 

CESS oo & KG CHD 
your Lord has written Mercy for Himself,> 


meaning, He has obliged His Most Honored Self to grant 
mercy, as a favor, out of His compassion and beneficence, 


CBG Oe Ke 5s & DD 
So that, if any of you does evil in ignorance...> 
as every person who disobeys Allah does it in ignorance, 
CLM west be 3G BD 
qand thereafter repents and does righteous good deeds,> 
by repenting from the sins that he committed, intending not to 
repeat the sin in the future, but to perform righteous deeds, 
dei She Aid 
then surely, He is Oft-Forgiving Most Merciful .> 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3% said, 
‘wt 


tWhen Allah finished with the creation, He wrote in a Book 
that He has with Him above the Throne, ‘My mercy prevails 
over My anger’ 1") 

This Hadith was also recorded in the The Two Sahihs.!?! 


Pa aod Ze vat °% Py Ly eT ee eae Cae «fh oO eae 
ios OM ATL TF Soest Le ao Mt Loe 05> 


bad 


1 Ahmad 2:313. 
[21 Fath ALBari 13 :395, Muslim 4: 2107. 
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tSi2 yS 3 4) 
455. And thus do We explain the Aydt in detail, that the way 
of the criminals, may become manifest .> 
456. Say: “I have been forbidden to worship those whom you 
invoke (worship) besides Allah.” Say: “I will not follow your 
vain desires. If I did, I would go astray, and I would not be 
one of the rightly guided.”’> 
457. Say: “I am on clear proof from my Lord, but you deny it. 
I do not have what you are hastily seeking (the torment). The 
decision is only for Allah, He declares the truth, and He is the 
best of judges."’> 
458. Say: “If I had that which you are asking for impatiently 
(the torment), the matter would have been settled at once 
between you and I, but Allah knows best the wrongdoers."’> 
459. And with Him are the keys of the Ghayb (all that is 
hidden), none knows them but He. And He knows whatever 
there is on the land and in the sea; not a leaf falls, but he 
knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the earth nor 
anything fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record.> 


The Prophet 3 Understands What He Conveys; Torment 
is in Allah’s Hands Not the Prophet’s 


Allah says, just as We mentioned the clear signs that testify 
and direct to the path of guidance, all the while chastising 
useless arguments and defiance, 

foil Sb 8 
<And thus do We explain the Ayat in detail,> 


that is, whatever responsible adults need explained to them, in 
the affairs of life and religion, 
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ting See S359 
That the way of the criminals may become manifest .> 


so that the path of the criminals who defy the Prophets is 
apparent and clear. This Ayah was also said to mean, so that 
you, O Muhammad #&, are aware of the path of the criminals. 
Allah’s statement, 


45 ft BS & Oy SD 
<Say: “I am on clear proof from my Lord...’’> 
means: I have a clear understanding of the Law of Allah that 
He has revealed to me, 
C4, De; 

<but you deny it.> meaning, but you disbelieve in the truth 

that came to me from Allah. 
ia OpsEcS C sae CD 


€I do not have what you are hastily seeking» meaning, the 


torment, a 
oY SSH > 


<The decision is only for Allah,> for the ruling of this is with 

Allah. If He wills, He will punish you soon in response to your 

wish! If He wills, He will give you respite, out of His great 
wisdom. This is why Allah said, 
Kiet 22 35 Set AS 


He declares the truth, and He is the best of judges.» and the best 
in reckoning between His servants. Allah’s statement, 
ets Ge PMI ad oy ESO ce NS Sip 
«Say: “If I had that which you are asking for impatiently (the 
torment), the matter would have been settled at once between 
you and I,""> 


means, if I have what you ask for, I will surely send down 
what you deserve of it, 


€ccoltbst, (Let anng> 
<but Allah knows best the wrongdoers> 
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Someone might ask about the meaning of this Ayah 
compared to the Hadith in the Two Sahihs, from ‘A’ishah, may 
Allah be pleased with her, that she said to the Messenger, “O 
Allah’s Messenger 3! Have you encountered a day harder than 
the day (of the battle) of Uhud?” The Prophet # replied, 


Mb gett S58 yall 6 pa SG ALT 65 aL b Si ath 
tte Uh, Sails 235f u A gew pi yoihae 3 jue oi 
lib B ge of ig vgels 253 Aa one Yy Sel i ats 
e5s S55 hoo Fat Sy SU gists poten ale dete Gs Op L5hs 
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by ALY a 


«Your people have troubled me alot and the worst trouble was 
on the day of ‘Aqabah when I presented myself to Ibn ‘Abd 
Yalil bin ‘Abd Kulal, who did not respond to my call. So I 
departed, overwhelmed with severe sorrow, proceeded on and 
could not relax until I found myself at Qarn Ath-Tha‘alib where 
I raised my head towards the sky to see a cloud unexpectedly 
shading me. I looked up and saw Jibril in it and he called me 
saying, ‘Indeed Allah has heard what you said to the people and 
what they have responded to you. Therefore, Allah has sent the 
Angel of the Mountains to you so that you may order him to do 
whatever you wish to these people.’ The Angel of the 
Mountains called and greeted me, and then said, ‘O 
Muhammad! verily, Allah has heard how your people responded 
to you and He has sent me to you so that you could order me to 
do what you wish. If you like, I will let Al-Akhshabayn (two 
mountains to the north and south of Makkah) fall on them.’ The 
Prophet ¢ said, No, but I hope that Allah will let them 
generate offspring who will worship Allah Alone, and will 
worship none besides Him 1!) 


Ql Fath AL-Bari 6 :360, Muslim 3: 1420. 
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This is the wording of Muslim. Tormenting the disbelievers of 
Quraysh was offered to the Prophet #, but he chose patience 
and asked Allah for respite for them, so that Allah might let 
them generate offspring who will not associate anything with 
Him in worship. Therefore, how can we combine the meaning of 
this Hadith and the honorable Ayah, 


€Bicpih GN BG CLAS gh DAM Gall ay ES U ace TS ID 
<Say: “If I had that which you are asking for impatiently (the 


torment), the matter would have been settled at once between 
you and I, but Allah knows best the wrongdoers.’’> 


The answer to this question is, Allah knows the best, that the 
Ayah states that if the punishment that they asked for was in 
the Prophet’s hand at the time, he would have sent it on them 
as they asked. As for the Hadith, the disbelievers did not ask 
the Prophet #% to send the torment down on them. Rather, the 
angel responsible for the mountains offered him the choice to 
let the two mountains to the north and south of Makkah close 
in on the disbelievers and crush them. The Prophet #% did not 
wish that and asked for respite out of compassion for them. 


Only Allah Knows the Unseen 
Allah said next, | _ , 
CS GG gH as Js 
<And with Him are the keys of the Ghayb (all that is hidden), 
none knows them but He.> 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Salim bin ‘Abdullah said that his 
father said that the Messenger of Allah 3% said, 
a Vy Subs ¥ 5s Sl aateee 
«The keys of the Unseen are five and none except Allah knows them : 


GE FE 655 ONT ob 5) EN ie) wat ob pie tl Ap 
<Verily, Allah! With Him (Alone) is the knowledge of the Hour, 
He sends down the rain, and knows that which is in the wombs. 
No person knows what he will earn tomorrow, and no person 
knows in what land he will die. Verily, Allah is All-Knower, 


~~ owe 


oe 2 gee keys Siig 
iy S55 Bh SS BEG Oe tne 
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All-Aware>”» 
[31:34].0 
Allah’s statement, 


to Ai at 
¢And He knows 
whatever there is on the 
land and in the sea;> 
means, Allah’s 
honored knowledge 
encompasses 
everything, including 
the creatures living in 
the sea and on land, 
and none of it, not 
even the weight of an 
atom on earth or in 
heaven, ever escapes 
His knowledge. 
Allah’s statement, 


VAS op LES 05> 
4125 


not a leaf falls, but He 
knows it .> 


means, He knows the movements of everything including 
inanimate things. Therefore, what about His knowledge of the 
living creatures, especially, those whom the Divine laws have 
been imposed upon such as mankind and the Jinns? In 


another Ayah, Allah said; 
Wadi 


ee Aly 


BEG re 


Ye ¢e~. 


Yi age 


sy 


¢Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts 


conceal .> [40:19] 
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(] Fath ALBari 8:141. 
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piss SOS 2 Bate ps Ges 25 25d Sel HM 
4a, GS 35 I I ST 
<60. It is He, Who takes your souls by night (when you are 
asleep), and has knowledge of all that you have done by day, 
then he raises (wakes) you up again, that a term appointed be 
fulfilled, then (in the end), unto Him will be your return. Then 
He will inform you of what you used to do.> 
461. He is the Qahir over His servants, and He sends 
guardians over you, until when death approaches one of you, 
Our messengers take his soul, and they never neglect their 
duty.> 
462. Then they are returned to Allah, their Master, the Just 
Lord. Surely, His is the judgment and He is the swiftest in 
taking account .> 


The Servants are in Allah’s Hands Before and After 
Death 


Allah states that He brings death to His servants in their 
sleep at night, for sleep is minor death. Allah said in other 
Ayat, 

45) B55 ss Gy anh “it J > 
¢And (remember) when Allah said: “O ‘Isa! I will take you and 
raise you to Myself...’’> [3:55], and, 


Roe Baer 


CS oS MALS Ge gg ct SN as & ON OS SD 

C2 sel dy AM 1 Sl 
It is Allah Who takes away the souls at the time of their death, 
and those that die not during their sleep. He keeps those (souls) 


for which He has ordained death and sends the rest for a term 
appointed .>(39:42], 


thus mentioning both minor and major death. Allah says, 
40 2K CH JS eds ot ASD 
<It is He, Who takes your souls by night (when you are 
asleep), and has knowledge of all that you have done by day,> 
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meaning, He knows the deeds and actions that you perform 
during the day.'!'! This Ayah demonstrates Allah’s perfect 
knowledge of His creation, by day and night, and in their 
movements and idleness. Allah said in other Aydt, 


oe 
ae Ze 


BH BCS Ja BE 5 oy 5 6 SH I Ka ep 
<It is the same (to Him) whether any of you conceal his speech 
or declare it openly, whether he be hid by night or go forth 
freely by day.> [13:10], and 


lt is out of His mercy that He made night and day, so that 
you may rest therein>, by night, 


qand that you may seek of His bounty by day. Allah said, 
48rd 58t css Se ST cp 


¢And (We) have made the night as a covering. And (We) have 
made the day for livelihood.> [78:10-11). 


Allah said here, 
46 A HS I cade lt sd 


lt is He, Who takes your souls by night (when you are 


asleep), and has knowledge of all that you have done by day,> 
[6:60], 


Then said, 


¢then he raises (wakes) you up again,» by day, according to 
Mujahid, Qatadah and As-Suddi. 
Allah’s statement, 


52 I at 


that a term appointed be fulfilled) refers to the life span of every 
person, 


(1) At-Tabari 5:212. 
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Kee 3 
éthen (in the end), unto Him will be your return.» on the Day of 


Resurrection, 
63 oe w% % S5 a , > 


<Then He will < you of what you used to do.> 
He will reward you, good for good, and evil for evil. Allah’s 
statement, 
€inte 33 Ht Bs 
¢He is the Qahir over His servants .> 


The Qdhir means, the one who controls everything, all are 
subservient to His supreme grace, greatness and majesty, 


¢and He sends guardians over you,> angels who guard mankind. 
In another Ayah, Allah said; 
ay 0 Be Poor ee wt te Boers Be 
<ul sf be Bgl gill 5.5 00 oe 4 CSE AD 

<For each (person), there are angels in succession, before and 

behind him. They guard him by the command of Allah.> 

[13:11], 
watching his deeds and recording them. Allah said, 

<But verily, over you (are appointed angels in charge of 

mankind) to watch you .> [82:10], and, 


torepes 


4s £55 ST UF oe Lah GSS WY ntl gp GET BE > 


weee 


4(Remember!) that the two receivers (recording angels) receive, 
one sitting on the right and one on the left. Not a word does he 
utter, but there is a watcher by him, ready.> [S0:17-18]. 


Allah’s statement, 
vee ge fee oe. 
R52 Sat Hy Hd 


«until when death approaches one of you...> refers to, when one’s 
life span comes to an end and he is dying, 
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cies 25> 


<Our messengers take his soul...» meaning, there are angels 
who are responsible for this job. Ibn ‘Abbas and several others 
said that the Angel of Death has angels who pull the soul from 
its body and when it reaches the throat, the Angel of Death 
captures it." Allah said; 


ish 9 cd 
dand they never neglect their duty.> 


They guard the soul of the dead person and take it to 
wherever Allah wills, to ‘liyyin if he was among the righteous, 
and to Sijin'?] if he was among the wicked (disbelievers, 
sinners, etc.), we seek refuge with Allah from this end. Allah 
said next, 


C5 ST St HOS 2 

<Then they are returned to Allah, their Master, the Just Lord.> 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Prophet 2 said, 

Cn at Br SG sean Jeg 56 6p esc pass etch Sp 

253 DIG oh gH Bes Bt cbt aca g Sie thy 

ek NG EXE gh & OSB bu big G oes 3 
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NG Sak 32 555 955 oie Gti Bs ts th acai 
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BW DE UNG 3G if WE ys 8 GEG et Gh ES 
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Shs Bh SN Sead of St Se JS tesa Sigh ai ae Y Sp 


(l At-Tabari 11:410. 
21 Refer to Surat Al-Mutaffifin, 83 :7-9 and18-21. 
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B21 Jeon fis GV eal ojo fb Sus ua Jen 

(gl Gash 3 jae Je J ous 
‘The angels attend the dying person. If he is a righteous 
person, the angels will say, ‘O pure soul from a pure body! 
Come out with honor and receive the good news of rest, 
satisfaction and a Lord Who is not angry.’ The angels will keep 
saying this until the soul leaves its body, and they will then 
raise it up to heaven and will ask that the door be opened for 
the soul and it will be asked, ‘Who is this?’ It will be said, 
‘(The soul of) so-and-so.’ It will be said, ‘Welcome, to the pure 
soul that inhabited the pure body. Enter with honor and receive 
the good news of rest, satisfaction and a Lord Who is not 
angry.’ This statement will be repeated until the soul reaches 
the heaven above which there is Allah. If the dying person is 
evil, the angels will say, ‘Get out (of your body), O wicked soul 
from a wicked body! Get out in disgrace and receive the news of 
boiling fluid, a fluid dark, murky, intensely cold and other 
(torments) of similar kind - all together - to match them.’ This 
statement will be said repeatedly until the evil soul leaves its 
body. The soul will be raised up to heaven and a request will be 
made that the door be opened for it. It will be asked, ‘Who is 
this?’ It will be said, ‘(The soul of) so and so.’ It will be said, 
‘No welcome to the wicked soul from the wicked body. Return 
with disgrace, for the doors of heaven will not be opened for 
you.’ So it will be thrown from heaven until it returns to the 
grave. So the righteous person sits and similar is said to him as 
before. And the evil person sits and similar is said to him as 
before.s!"! It is also possible that the meaning of, 


dis, > 
«Then they are returned...> 
refers to the return of all creation to Allah on the Day of 
Resurrection, when He will subject them to His just decision. 
Allah said in other Aydt, 
4B ott os oe I SAh45 WSSIG BN Sy Ep 


11) Ahmad 2 :364. 
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<Say: “(Yes) verily, those of old, and those of later times. All 
will surely be gathered together for an appointed meeting of a 
known Day.’ [56:49-S0] and, 


40S ss 5b BSD 


<And We shall gather them all together so as to leave not one of 
them behind...> [18:47] until, 


401 5 ie > 
¢And your Lord treats no one with injustice .> [18:49] 
Allah said here, 


Cine GA hs REI TAT E> 


étheir Master, the Just Lord. Surely, His is the judgement and 
He is the swiftest in taking account .> [6:62] 


oh 98 BS oS F od te Kee Og eas 
463. Say: “Who rescues you from the dark recesses of the land 
and the sea, when you call upon Him begging and in secret 
(saying): ‘If He (Allah) only saves us from these (dangers), we 
shall truly be grateful.”’> 

464. Say: “Allah rescues you from these (dangers) and from all 
distress, and yet you commit Shirk.’’> 

465. Say: “He has the power to send torment on you from 
above or from under your feet, or to Yalbisakum in party strife, 


and make you taste the violence of one another.” See how 
variously We explain the Aydt, so that they may understand .> 


Allah’s Compassion and Generosity, and His Power and 
Torment 


Allah mentions how He favors His servants, saving them 
during times of need, in the darkness of land and at sea, such 
as when storms strike. In such cases, they call on Allah alone, 
without partners, in supplication. In other Ayat, Allah said, 
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i Yee IG Ag Bt Ke yp 
¢And when harm strikes you at sea, those that you call upon 
besides Him vanish from you except Him.> [17:67], 
Ue A Fb oe on 0 lll G BS KE Kb At y HS SA Sap 
Snob ail G85 App oh oS ok F oe Bl aS Kt Ay EK 
CDSE & GES aah & OA SS gai 
He it is Who enables you to travel through the land and the 
sea, till when you are in the ships and they sail with them with 
a favorable wind, and they rejoice, then comes a stormy wind 
and the waves come to them from all sides, and they think that 
they are encircled therein, they invoke Allah, making their faith 
pure for Him alone, saying: “If You deliver us from this, we 
shall truly be of the grateful’ > [10:22], and, 
SSS 35 HES ot LY oh SIG Bi ect g daa Ab 
Is not He (better than your gods) Who guides you in the 
darkness of the land and the sea, and Who sends the winds as 
heralds of glad tidings, going before His mercy? Is there any 


god with Allah? High Exalted be Allah above all that they 
associate as partners (with Him)!> [27:63]. 


Allah said in this honorable Ayah, 
4S CS HE FIG Bi dbo Se sD 
€Say : “Who rescues you from the dark recesses of the land and 


the sea, when you call upon Him begging and in secret.” i.e., 
in public and secret, 


ted i> 
€(Saying) : ‘If He (Allah) only saves us...> from this distress, 
we shall truly be grateful.» thereafter. Allah said, 
CBS Ad eS F oh KEE St 
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Say: “Allah rescues you from these (dangers) and from all 
distress, and yet you commit Shirk.”’> 


meaning, yet you call other gods besides Him in times of 
comfort. Allah said; 


GELS cB oe SSS AOE Ke cr NH DE BD 


4Say: “He has the power to send torment on you from above or 
from under your feet,’’> 


He said this after His statement, 
caae 
¢And yet you commit Shirk.» Allah said next, 
dO Ke S| RGD WD 
4Say: “He has the power to send torment on you..”’}, after He 
saves you. Allah said in Sirah Subhan (chapter 17), 
fines K OO AY ao UA AT g GBT ee gh ot KE 
Seal 3G Baal i Sy KS eg yee os 1 Allg at Se wy 
HUT Sie eat IDA K GE AU wie 
Ki25 ooh Gh KE LG SO a Ga I A hes 
CBEs 4 bE IFES 
4Your Lord is He Who drives the ship for you through the sea, 
in order that you may seek of His bounty. Truly! He is Ever 
Merciful towards you. And when harm strikes you upon the 
sea, those that you call upon besides Him vanish from you 
except Him. But when He brings you safely to land, you turn 
away (from Him). And man is ever ungrateful. Do you then 
feel secure that He will not cause a side of the land to swallow 
you up, or that He will not send against you a storm of stones? 
Then, you shall find no guardian. Or do you feel secure that 
He will not send you back a second time to sea, and send 
against you a hurricane of wind and drown you because of your 
disbelief, then you will not find any avenger therein against 
Us?> (17:66-69]. 
Al-Bukhari, may Allah grant him His mercy, commented on 
Allah’s statement, 
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Sis he KE IK Sy ASS ce Ke oe Sg GT AD 

CQOne Al A Sib aS yet Ses oh kas 
<Say: “He has the power to send torment on you from above or 
from under your feet, or to Yalbisakum in party strife, and 


make you taste the violence of one another.” See how variously 
We explain the Aydt, so that they may understand .> 


“Yalbisakum means, ‘cover you with confusion’, So it means 
to, ‘divide into parties and sects’. Jabir bin ‘Abdullah said, 
‘When this Ayah was revealed, 


C555 of Vis Ke os SG SGT A Sp 
<Say: “He has power to send torment on you from above’’> 
Allah’s Messenger 3% said, 
«] seek refuge with Your Face.» 
45y5 cB os ID 
or from under your feet,> he # again said, 
tye, 52h 
«f seek refuge with Your Face.» 


€or to cover you with confusion in party strife, and make you 
to taste the violence of one another.> he % said, 


‘ Sef we 
woah sf - S5af it 
«This is less burdensome or easier.) 


Al-Bukhari recorded this Hadith again in the book of Tawhid 
(in his Sahih),!?] and An-Nasai also recorded it in the book of 
Tafsir.'9! 


0 Fath ALBari 8:14). 
[21 Fath Al-Bari 13 :400. 
13] An-Nasa’i in Al-Kubré 6 :340. 
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Another Hadith 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Sa‘d bin Abi Waqqas said, We 
accompanied the Messenger of Allah # and passed by the 
Masjid of Bani Mu‘awiyah. The Prophet #% went in and offered a 
two Rak‘ah prayer, and we prayed behind him. He supplicated 
to his Lord for a long time and then said, 

dug V afb; yaks oly Al ng Vole st Bs dike 
ete ces ok jane VOL zie;  yathel con 
«I asked my Lord for three: I asked Him not to destroy my 
Ummah (Muslims) by drowning and He gave that to me. I 
asked Him not to destroy my Ummah by famine and He gave 
that to me. And I asked Him not to make them taste the 
violence of one another, but He did not give that to me.» 


Muslim, but not Al-Bukhari, recorded this Hadith in the 
book on Fitan (trials) (of his Sahih).!"! 


Another Hadith 


Imam Ahmad recorded that Khabbab bin Al-Aratt, who 
attended the battle of Badr with the Messenger of Allah 3%, 
said, “I met Allah’s Messenger # during a night in which he 
prayed throughout it, until dawn. When the Messenger of Allah 
# ended his prayer, I said, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! This night, 
you have performed a prayer that I never saw you perform 
before.’ Allah’s Messenger 3% said, 


gles las Sol ya fe5 2 fs HHL 55 C45 he Wy 
a5 Ay Gil ay eg YS jes UL ety ats yeh 

ngens te Cl VON be5 % ele; 
vYes, it was a prayer of eagerness and fear. During this 
prayer, I asked my Lord for three things and He gave me two 
and refused to give me the third. I asked my Lord not to 


destroy us with what He destroyed the nations before us and He 
gave me that. I asked my Lord not to make our enemies prevail 


(11 Ahmad 1:175, Muslim no. 2890. 
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above us and He gave me that. I asked my Lord not to cover us 
with confusion in party strife, but He refused 0!" 
An-Nasai, Ibn Hibb&n in his Sahih, and At-Tirmidhi also 
recorded it. In the book on Fitan, in AlJami‘!?) At-Tirmidhi 
said, “Hasan Sahih”. Allah’s statement, 


ts KE 

€or to cover you with confusion in party strife,> 
means, He causes you to be in disarray and separate into 
opposing parties and groups. Al-Walibi (‘Ali bin Abi Talhah) 
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that this Ayah refers to 
desires.'*1_ Mujahid and several others said similarly.!41 a 


Hadith from the Prophet 3%, collected from various chains of 
narration, states, 


tity Vy O18 UE 3 Gtey oo le BW gis 3 shea 
‘And this Ummah (Muslims) will divide into seventy - three 
groups, all of them in the Fire except one.» Allah said; 
wat oS Sie Bad 
and make you taste the violence of one another.> 
meaning, some of you will esperience torture and murder from 
one another, according to Ibn ‘Abbas and others.'4 
Allah said next, 
cS Si Bee Hip 


See how variously We explain the Ayat,> by making them clear, 
plain and duly explained, 


nies oibp 


€So that they may understand.» and comprehend Allah’s Aydt, 
proofs and evidences. 


ny Ahmad 3:108. 

I An-Nasai 3:217, Ibn Hibban 9:179, Tuhfat AlAhwadhi 6-397, 
Ahmad 5:108. 

(31 at-Tabari 11:420. 

(4) At-Tabari 11:419. 

5) Abu Dawud 5:5, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 7 :399, Ibn Majah 2 :1322. 

6 At-Tabari 11:42). 
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466. But your people 
have denied it (the 
Qur'an) though it is the 
truth. Say: “I am not 
responsible for your 
affairs ."’"> 

€67. For every news 
there is a reality and you 
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replicas <1005 35% i cates will come to know.> 
© = = 468. And when 
you see those who engage in false conversation about Our verses 
(of the Qur'an) by mocking at them, stay away from them till 
they turn to another topic. And if Shaytan causes you to forget, 
then after the remembrance, sit not you in the company of those 
people who are the wrongdoers.> 
469. There is no responsibility for them upon those who have 
Taqwa, but (their duty) is to remind them, that they may 
(attain) Taqwa .> 
The Invitation to the Truth is Guidance Without 
Coercion 
Allah said, 


4.4 25> 
€But have denied itp denied the Qur’an, guidance and clear 
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explanation that you (0 Muhammad #) have brought them, 
45> 
<your people> meaning, Quraysh, 
455i 5p 
<though it is the truth.» beyond which there is no other 


truth. 
€Say: “I am not responsible for your affairs.’”’> 
meaning, I have not been appointed a guardian or watcher 
over you. Allah also said; 
CSE HE 55 oth Eb 53 3S oe SI i> 

€And say: “The truth is from your Lord.” Then whosoever 

wills, let him believe, and whosoever wills, let him disbelieve .> 

[18:29], 
This means, my duty is to convey the Message and your duty 
is to hear and obey. Those who follow me, will acquire 
happiness in this life and the Hereafter. Those who defy me 
ill become miserable in this life and the Hereafter, So Allah 


e 


said; 
CE fs BD 
€For every news there is a reality...» meaning, for every news, 
there is a reality, in that, this news will occur, perhaps after a 
while, according to Ibn ‘Abbas and others. Allah said in other 
Aydt, 
CR re SG PES 
€And you shall certainly know the truth of it after a while.> 
[38:88] and, 


420 sh Kup 
€(For) each and every matter there is a decree (from Allah).> 
[13:38]. 


This, indeed, is a warning and a promise that will surely 
occur, 
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45715 3525 
¢and you will come to know.> Allah’s statement, 
4656 3 52% EM SE yp 


¢And when you see those who engage in false conversation 
about Our verses (of the Qur’an)>, by denying and mocking 
them. 


The Prohibition of Sitting with Those Who Deny and 
Mock Allah’s Aydt 
¢stay away from them till they turn to another topic.> 
until they talk about a subject other than the denial they were 
engaged in. 
€schl SES typ 
¢And if Shaytdn causes you to forget...> 


This command includes every member of this Ummah. No one 
is to sit with those who deny and distort Allah’s Aydt and 
explain them incorrectly. If one forgets and sits with such 
people, 


Qe Si 2B Sip 
then after the remembrance sit not you> after you remember, 
dexsiit a 
in the company of those people who are the wrongdoers.>. 
A Hadith states, 
cathe 1h S15 Sut; Si ST ee a 


My Ummah was forgiven unintentional errors, forgetfulness 
and what they are coerced to do.s!'! 


The Ayah above [6:68] is the Ayah mentioned in Allah’s 
statement, 


"1 Tbn Majah 1:659. 
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Wk 5G, Hts & AK al out die ToS g peck IG 
C15 Bad pet a LOE 

¢And it has already been revealed to you in the Book that when 
you hear the Verses of Allah being denied and mocked at, then 
sit not with them, until they engage in a talk other than that; 
(but if you stayed with them) certainly in that case you would 
be like them.> [4:140], 

for, if you still sit with them, agreeing to what they say, you 

will be just like them. Allah’s statement, 


hed oh mye & 5H all & Up 


<There is no responsibility for them upon those who have 
Taqwa,> 
means, when the believers avoid sitting with wrongdoers in 
this case, they will be innocent of them and they will have 
saved themselves from their sin. Allah’s statement, 


43 S41 HE; nead5> 


<but (their duty) is to remind them, that they may avoid 
that.>, 


means, We commanded you to ignore and avoid them, so that 

they become aware of the error they are indulging in, that they 

may avoid this behavior and never repeat it again. 
SES xy Seah GM eI 28s GOS pe Wet eal a> 
333 9 ye See 15 a5 tt 5 i oh oe GIES GY, BS 
BE wy tl St nt os 2S w LA gill ag 
470. And leave alone those who take their religion as play and 
amusement, and are deceived by the life of this world. But 
remind (them) with it (the Qur'an) lest a soul Tubsal for that 
which one has earned, when he will find for himself no 
protector or intercessor besides Allah, and even if he offers every 
ransom, it will not be accepted from him. Such are they who 
are given up to destruction because of that which they have 
earned. For them will be a drink of boiling water and a painful 
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torment because they used to disbelieve .> 
Allah said, 
qT SSH 2S OS OS thy Gi <a 55> 


¢And leave alone those who take their religion as play and 
amusement, and are deceived by the life of this world .> 


The Ayah commands to leave such people, ignore them and 
give them respite, for soon, they will taste a tremendous 
torment. This is why Allah said, 


€:4, 5555> 


<But remind with it) meaning, remind the people with this 
Qur’éan and warn them against Allah’s revenge and painful 
torment on the Day of Resurrection. Allah said; 


4225 KBE I 
lest a soul Tubsal for that which one has earned,> 


meaning, so that it is not Tubsal. Ad-Dahhak from Ibn ‘Abbas, 
Mujahid, Tkrimah, Al-Hasan and As-Suddi said that Tubsal 
means, be submissive.!"! Al-Walibi said that Ibn ‘Abbas said 
that Tubsal means, ‘be exposed’.2! Qatadah said that Tubsal 
means, ‘be prevented’*! Murrah and Ibn Zayd said that it 
means, ‘be recompensed’,!*! Al-Kalbi said, ‘be reckoned’!5! All 
these statements and expressions are similar, for they all 
mean exposure to destruction, being kept away from all that is 
good, and being restrained from attaining what is desired. 
Allah also said; ° 
Bank AY Ey A ye HD 
<Every person is restrained by what he has earned. Except 
those on the Right.> [74:38-39], and 


i GG Mh oe OD 


D1) At-Tabari 11:443. 
(2) At-Tabari 11:444. 
(3) At-Tabari 11:443. 
41 at-Tabari 11:443. 
IS! At-Tabari 11:444. 


380 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


€when he will find for himself no protector or intercessor 
besides Allah,}> and, 


Ue BBY gue See 55 25> 
¢and even if he offers every ransom, it will not be accepted 
from him.> 
meaning, whatever the ransom such people offer, it will not be 
accepted from them. Allah said in a similar statement, 
455 AM he pal be KE HSH 55 Bs US Gall Hp 
<Verily, those who disbelieved, and died while they were 


disbelievers, the (whole) earth full of gold will not be accepted 
from anyone of them.> [3:91] 


Allah said here, 


Stee oa 


BE uy Soh fies nF oi ET A alt aly 
tak 
€Such are they who are given up to destruction because of that 


which they have earned. For them will be a drink of boiling 
water and a painful torment because they used to disbelieve .> 

wAG i 5s 4 Oy Gat fe 3 ES 5 YG if a we WX > 
Sh Ly BU oi Jy ee SS WF Ge BN g Such Be 
od 35 (AG Ghat tl SG Mee oh ac Gy Gat ht 
ok SK AL MG ost SE HS He od 
A DG Sa as Bd a At ps RK A es 
€71. Say: “Shall we invoke others besides Allah (false deities), 
that can do us neither good nor harm, and shall we turn on our 
heels after Allah has guided us? - Like one whom the Shayatin 
(devils) have made to go astray, confused (wandering) through 
the land, his companions calling him to guidance (saying): 
‘Come to us.” Say: “Verily, Allah’s guidance is the only 


guidance, and we have been commanded to submit (ourselves) 
fo the Lord of all that exists.> 


472. And to perform the Salah, and have Taqwa of Him, and it 
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is He to Whom you shall be gathered .> 


473. It is He Who has created the heavens and the earth in 
truth, and on the Day He will say: ‘Be!’ it shall become. His 
Word is the truth. His will be the dominion on the Day when 
the Sur will be blown. All-Knower of the unseen and the seen. 
He is the All-Wise, Well-Aware.> 


The Parable of Those Who Revert to Disbelief After Faith 
and Good Deeds 


As-Suddi said, “Some idolators said to some Muslims, ‘Follow 
us and abandon the religion of Muhammad.’ Allah sent down 
the revelation, 


EGE 5 CS CE IU a oud on Let Bp 


Say: “Shall we invoke others besides Allah, that can do us 
neither good nor harm, and shall we turn on our heels..."> 


by reverting to disbelief, 
45 G5 5 AED 


¢"...after Allah has guided us?.”> for if we do this, our example 
will be like he whom the devils have caused to wander in 
confusion throughout the land. Allah says here, your example, 
if you revert to disbelief after you believed, is that of a man who 
went with some people on a road, but he lost his way and the 
devils led him to wander in confusion over the land. Meanwhile, 
his companions on the road were calling him to come to them 
saying, ‘Come back to us, for we are on the path.’ But, he 
refused to go back to them. This is the example of he who 
follows the devil after recognizing Muhammad #, and 
Muhammad 3% is the person who is calling the people to the 
path, and the path is Islam.” Ibn Jarir recorded this 
statement.!") Allah’s statement, 


4M g Sch BRET lt > 


«Like one whom the Shayatin (devils) have made to go astray 
(wandering) through the land,> 


refers to ghouls, 


I At-Tabari 11:452. 
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qb o> 

calling him> by his name, his father’s and his grandfather’s 
names. So he follows the devils’ call thinking that it is a path of 
guidance, but by the morning he will find himself destroyed 
and perhaps they eat him. The Jinns will then let him wander 
in a wasteland where he will die of thirst. This is the example of 
those who follow the false gods that are being worshipped 
instead of Allah, Most Honored. Ibn Jarir also recorded this.!! 
Allah said, 

GiSLil Sh AS ci Hy Sip 
«Say: “Verily, Allah's guidance is the only guidance,”’> 
Allah said in other instances, 


and 


Chet oe AG BI ae 0 
¢And whomsoever Allah guides, for him there will be none to 
misguide him .> [39:37], and, 
CBS i SS LE a TH OSE SZ od 
€If you covet for their guidance, then verily Allah guides not 


those whom He makes to go astray. And they will have no 
helpers.> [17:37] 


Allah’s statement, 
nest Si) As CAS> 
¢and we have been commanded to submit to the Lord of all that 
exists .> 


means, we were commanded to worship Allah in sincerity to 
Him alone, without partners. 


CA sia (2.31 Gp 
¢And to perform the Salah, and have Taqwa of Him.> 


meaning, we were commanded to perform the prayer and to 
fear Allah in all circumstances, 


A 


4S ay coll 55> 


0) At-Tabari 11:452. 
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€and it is He to Whom you shall be gathered.» on the Day of 
Resurrection. 


4M, NG Sa SE oS 5p 
<It is He Who has created the heavens and the earth in truth.> 


meaning, in justice, and He is their Originator and Owner Who 
governs their affairs and the affairs of their inhabitants. Allah 
said, 


oy 
3, 4B? bee 


€bj235 oS Je E> 
¢and on the Day He will say: “Be!” it shall become .> 
Referring to the Day of Resurrection, which will come faster 


than the blink of an eye, when Allah says to it, ‘Be.’ 
As-Sur; The Trumpet 
Allah’s statement, 
esl 3 at fd 
¢on the Day when the Sir will be blown...> 
refers to His statement, 
Cise5 uke SK ESP 
¢and on the Day He will say: “Be!” it shall become.> as we 
stated above. Or, it means, 


Ciel g fa fs LE 
¢His will be the dominion on the Day when the Sir will be 
blown .> 

Allah said in other Aydt, 
46 2oiKk BH BUI > 
<4Whose is the kingdom this Day? It is Allah’s, the One, the 
Irresistible!> [40:16], and, 
CDs AST FG Ses oe A age ScD 

<The sovereignty on that Day will be the true (sovereignty), 


belonging to the Most Beneficent (Allah), and it will be a hard 
Day for the disbelievers.> [25:26] 


The Sur is the Trumpet into which the angel Israfil, peace be 
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Deas \¥v Brag upon him, will blow. 
siee Th Sisca satis 


The Messenger of 
Allah 3% said, 

bial i os a a 
Sn £55053 25 gost KE at es eres 
asec sida ” (as 
es SED HEAT | asrapt has held the Sur 
sales sib Saebap RC A rat 


Tite SiG IETS, Seen SUBS || ing the command to blow 


OREO PNT) eghe 5 iin ital! 
y A 
ke UP A, p. pyr ys) 


Bai Muslim recorded 
ANG this Hadith in his 
SELES 


Sahih. Imam Ahmad 
recorded that 
bcs SEBS, Grin 84136 34 ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr 
res es - eves eg ||Said, “A bedouin man 
SGI cs Ape eriia 5 \ llsaid, ‘O Allah’s 
BE Qa <<< ||Messenger! What is 

the Sur?’ He said, 


7 
nd 


ao ad 
(4b Aa O58 


‘A Trumpet which will 
yl2] 


gb § A OI J tor oct LEI 30 AN tot SE 45 Hep 


see Caed 5 ne Pd s 405 GES 2 
(ls eo Ens gill & 55 AG Har ~. aml GP Hass Wot 

ee sae <i were Me ne ae Loe “e ? ae ge 
SSS SE Mw TH LAV IG WES Y Ge Wb OF 15 AS ae 


i Ww SS. GEV 6 ast J od dé HTH G5 6 5G 
RISK is ee tisy St 50d J Bi TH Heol Te gf is JG Zayg ccbit 
CCS <6 Lk YG eat 36 oh 5 LS 
<74. And (remember) when Ibrahim said to his father Azar: 
“Do you take idols as gods? Verily, I see you and your people 
(1) At-Tabari 5:238. 
(2) Tyhfat Al Ahwadhi 7:117, Ahmad 2:162. 
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in manifest error ."’> 


€75. Thus did we show Ibrahim the kingdom of the heavens and 
the earth that he be one of those who have faith with certainty .> 
€76. When the night overcame him he saw a Kawkab. He said: 
“This is my lord.” But when it Afala, he said: “I like not those 
that set.""> 

€77. When he saw the moon rising up, he said: “This is my 
lord.” But when it set, he said: “Unless my Lord guides me, | 
shall surely be among the misguided people.’> 

€78. When he saw the sun rising up, he said: “This is my 
lord. This is greater.” But when it Afalat, he said: “O my 
people! I am indeed free from all that you join as partners in 
worship with Allah .> 

€79. Verily, I have turned my face towards Him Who has 
created the heavens and the earth, Hanifan, and I am not of the 
idolators ..’"> 


Ibrahim Advises his Father 


Ibrahim advised, discouraged and forbade his father from 
worshipping idols, just as Allah stated, 


aru ae fe 


C20 CLA ST 50 AN tat JE Sp 
¢And (remember) when Ibrahim said to his father Azar: “Do 
you take idols as gods?’’p 
meaning, do you worship an idol instead of Allah? 


one 


Verily, I see you and your people...> who follow your path, 
fend JAS gd 


qin manifest error> wandering in confusion unaware of where 
to go. Therefore, you are in disarray and ignorance, and this 
fact is clear to all those who have sound reason. Allah also 
said, 

i625 FC te EY TREE ha te a Se come Be 

Me AYES Ae a SEY WEE ade OF Ay ath AS og Gp 

Jal gash bk SO bi ook 5 oe He A 

a 


“4% fy te Ea eet oe Ut tee . 23 te Se - Ae 
SH) kk hee oi OF ght y Sh WE ok a 


rd 
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By hye 2 ct real 4 eo pte Ager 4 
why chet 5$ci pe of Glace Ho 3 
od 04e eos 


4 oa Pe Ad of, Me oe + 46 ee <a aed % < 
BB Ge JE Oe po IG BL aah AN co J od 


4G 


<And mention in the Book (the Qur’an, the story of) Ibrahim. 
Verily! He was a man of truth, a Prophet. When he said to his 
father: “O my father! Why do you worship that which hears 
not, sees not and cannot avail you in anything? O my father! 
Verily! There has come to me of knowledge that which came not 
unto you. So follow me. I will guide you to a straight path. O 
my father! Worship not Shaytan. Verily! Shaytan has been a 
rebel against the Most Beneficent (Allah). O my father! Verily! 
I fear lest a torment from the Most Beneficent (Allah) overtakes 
you, so that you become a companion of Shaytan (in the Hell- 
fire). He (the father) said: “Do you reject my gods, O 
Ibrahim? If you stop not (this), I will indeed stone you. So get 
away from me safely before I punish you.” Ibrahim said : “Peace 
be on you! I will ask forgiveness of my Lord for you. Verily! He 
is unto me, Ever Most Gracious. And I shall turn away from 
you and from those whom you invoke besides Allah. And I shall 
call on my Lord; and I hope that I shall not be unanswered in 
my invocation to my Lord.’’> [19:41-48} 


Ibrahim continued asking for forgiveness for his father for 
the rest of his father’s life. When his father died an idolator 
and Ibrahim realized this fact, he stopped asking Allah for 
forgiveness for him and disassociated himself from him. Allah 
said, 

St sd eG CE Oy les es oo SN Said SET OE tp 


Bae 


4Stu 1H co 4 2, 16 3 
<And invoking for his father’s forgiveness was only because of a 
promise he had made to him. But when it became clear to him 
‘that he was an enemy to Allah, he dissociated himself from him. 
Verily Ibrahim was patient in supplication and forbearing.> 
[9:114]. 
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It was recorded in the Sahih that Ibrahim will meet his 
father Azar on the Day of Resurrection and Azar will say to 
him, “My son! This Day, I will not disobey you.” Ibrahim will 
say, “O Lord! You promised me not to disgrace me on the Day 
they are resurrected; and what will be more disgraceful to me 
than cursing and dishonoring my father?” Then Allah will say, 
“O Ibrahim! Look behind you!” He will look and there he will 
see (that his father was changed into) a male hyena covered in 
dung, which will be caught by the legs and thrown in the 
(Hell) Fire." 


Tawhid Becomes Apparent to Ibrahim 
Allah’s statement, 


4255 SEG KE tain wo} HG 


<Thus did We show Ibrahim the kingdom of the heavens and 
the earth...> (6:75), 


means, when he contemplated about the creation of the 
heaven and earth, We showed Ibrahim the proofs of Allah’s 
Oneness over His dominion and His creation, which indicate 
that there is no god or Lord except Allah. Allah said in other 
Aydt, 


ANG Scat 9 OU Ip > 


<Say: “Behold all that is in the heavens and the earth.”’> 
[10:101], and, 


OM tp G21 4 BG La 3 ES cet HU dh Wy Salp 
(Gye & WS ai 9 4 Cai oi US Be LS 
See they not what is before them and what is behind them, of 
the heaven and the earth? If We will, We sink the earth with 
them, or cause a piece of the sky to fall upon them. Verily, in 
this is a sign for every servant who turns to Allah.> [34:9] 
Allah said next, 
a Fath Al-BGri 6:445. There are a number of reasons explained for 
this incident, among them, that Ibrahim will not feel disgraced by 
seeing a dung-covered hyena thrown in the Fire, and that this is 


the true worth of his father. See the reference given for more 
comments. 
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When the night overcame him} covered him with darkness, 
CEE 15 
¢He saw a Kawkab> a star. 


407 


4 il TS GS Oe SGD 


4He said: ‘This is my lord.” But when it Afala,» meaning, set, 
he said, 


duh 5 Vp 
<I like not those that set.> 
Qatadah commented, “Ibrahim knew that his Lord is Eternal 
and never ceases.”!! 


EM GEN 5 ae dod HHH Y Gs 56 Ge Ta Cop 
455 ha Sé Za36 bi Ge Wisi 
<When he saw the moon rising up, he said: “This is my lord we 
But when it set, he said: ‘Unless my Lord guides me, I shall 
surely be among the misguided people.” When he saw the sun 
rising up, he said: “This is my lord.”’> 
this radiating, rising star is my lord, 
<This is greater» bigger than the star and the moon, and more 
radiant. 


ore wore 


deni TH> 
<But when it Afalat> set, 
ists C45 I IKE Ge 27 Sy 8 SD 
é¢he said: “‘O my people! I am indeed free from all that you join 
— in worship with Allah. Verily, I have turned my 


meaning, 1 have purified my religion and made my worship 
sincere, 


(1 at-Tabari 11:480. 
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4 ANG ial HS c> 


<“towards Him Who has created the heavens and the earth,’’> 
Who originated them and shaped them without precedence, 


dis 
<Hanifan> avoiding Shirk and embracing Tawhid. This is why 
he said next, 


CESS = HES 
<“and I am not of the idolators .’’> 


Prophet Ibrahim Debates with his People 


We should note here that, in these Aydt, Ibrahim, peace be 
upon him, was debating with his people, explaining to them 
the error of their way in worshipping idols and images. In the 
first case with his father, Ibrahim explained to his people their 
error in worshipping the idols of earth, which they made in 
the shape of heavenly angels, so that they intercede on their 
behalf with the Glorious Creator. His people thought that they 
are too insignificant to worship Allah directly, and this is why 
they turned to the worship of angels as intercessors with Allah 
for their provisions, gaining victory and attaining their various 
needs. ; 

He then explained to them the error and deviation of 
worshipping the seven planets, which they said were the 
Moon, Mercury, Venus, the Sun, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn. 
The brightest of these objects and the most honored to them 
was the Sun, the Moon then Venus. Ibrahim, may Allah’s 
peace and blessings be on him, first proved that Venus is not 
worthy of being worshipped, for it is subservient to a term and 
course appointed that it does not defy, nor swerving right or 
left. Venus does not have any say in its affairs, for it is only a 
heavenly object that Allah created and made bright out of His 
wisdom. Venus rises from the east and sets in the west where 
it disappears from sight. This rotation is repeated the next 
night, and so forth. Such an object is not worthy of being a 
god. Ibrahim then went on to mention the Moon in the same 
manner in which he mentioned Venus, and then the Sun. 
When he proved that these three objects were not gods, 
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although they are the brightest objects the eyes can see, 
46S tej dy 25 SD 
<he said: “‘O my people! I am indeed free from all that you join 
as partners in worship with Allah.” 
meaning, I am free from worshipping these objects and from 
taking them as protectors. Therefore, if they are indeed gods 


as you claim, then all of you bring your plot against me and 
do not give me respite. 


CBE SW Ls ANG al 35 och 265 LS SD 
€Verily, I have turned my face towards Him Who has created 


the heavens and the earth, Hanifan, and I am not one of the 
idolators .> 


meaning, I worship the Creator of these things, Who originated 
and decreed them, and Who governs their affairs and made 
them subservient. It is He in Whose Hand is the dominion of 
all things, and He is the Creator, Lord, King and God of all 
things in existence. In another Ayah, Allah said; 
ot ONE EI 2 IL g NG oat H oll HK Op 
4, sere oe ea eh on cable orate resets 7 Bae Ge «te 
Ni Sil 4 vi ah PAS pel DIG Ch Gr Ale at i 
C@Qasail S al HE 
«Indeed your Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the 
earth in six Days, and then He Istawd (rose over) the Throne. 
He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it rapidly, 
and (He created) the sun, the moon, the stars, subjecting them 
to His command. Surely, His is the creation and 
commandment. Blessed be Allah, the Lord of all that exists!> 
[7:54]. 
Allah described Prophet Ibrahim, 
15h Cas a IBY Diane 4 OS SS oe 1D poly TH Shp 
Mise 0 ANH LG 
<And indeed We bestowed aforetime on Ibrahim his (portion of) 
guidance, and We were well-acquainted with him. When he 
said to his father and his people: ‘What are these images, to 
which you are devoted?’’> [21:51-52]. 
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These Aydt indicate 
that Ibrahim was 
debating with his 
people about the 
Shirk they practiced. 
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€80. His people disputed with him. He said: “Do you dispute 
with me about Allah while He has guided me, and I fear not 
those whom you associate with Allah in worship. (Nothing can 
happen to me) except when my Lord wills something. My Lord 
comprehends in His knowledge all things. Will you not then 
remember?) 

<€81. And how should I fear those whom you associate in 
worship with Allah, while you fear not that you have joined in 
worship with Allah things for which He has not sent down to 
you any Sultan.(So) which of the two parties has more right to 
be in security? If you but know.” 


¢82. It is those who believe and confuse not their belief with 
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Zulm (wrong), for them (only) there is security and they are 
the guided .> 


483. And that was Our proof which We gave Ibrahim against 
his people. We in degrees raise whom We will. Certainly your 
Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing .> 


Allah states that His Khalil, Prophet Ibrahim, said when his 
people mentioned various doubts and disputed with him about 
the Tawhid that he called to: 


tpn 1 ail g GAXET> 
€Do you dispute with me about Allah while He has guided 
me?>. 

The Ayah means, do you argue with me about Allah, other 
than Whom there is no god worthy of worship, while He has 
guided me to the Truth and made me aware of it? Therefore, 
how can I ever consider your misguided statements and false 
doubts? Ibrahim said next, 

Toad py 3 of Yi zw ass t Ses Y> 
qand I fear not those whom you associate with Allah in 
worship. (Nothing can happen to me) except when my Lord 
wills something .> 


Ibrahim said, among the proofs to the falsehood of your 
creed, is that these false gods that you worship do not bring 
about any effect, and I do not fear them or care about them. 
Therefore, if these gods are able to cause*harm, then use them 
against me and do not give me respite. Ibrahim’s statement, 

403 5 IG AV 

¢except when my Lord wills something.» means, only Allah 

causes benefit or harm. 
dis A d= 25> 
<My Lord comprehends in His knowledge all things.> 


meaning, Allah’s knowledge encompasses all things and 
nothing escapes His complete sbarigaa 


jE IGl> 
€Will you not then remember?> 
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what I explained to you, considering your idols as false gods 
and refraining from worshipping them? This reasoning from 
Prophet Ibrahim is similar to the argument that Prophet Hud 
used against his people, ‘Ad. Allah mentioned this incident in 
His Book, when He said, 


HS ANS GU GHG 34 ww ee UE © SAS Map 
tio SSA it A oy J Sa Gat Be AKI TE oy 
G55 5 dl GS ot YB te OS 2) o (OHS G 

Ciigtt de bY Sk A Mo 
<They said: “‘O Hiid! No evidence have you brought us, and 
we shall not leave our gods for your (mere) saying! And we are 
not believers in you. All that we say is that some of our gods 
have seized you with evil.” He said: “I call Allah to witness - 
and bear you witness - that I am free from that which you 
ascribe as partners in worship with Him (Allah). So plot 
against me, all of you, and give me no respite. I put my trust 
in Allah, my Lord and your Lord! There is not a moving 


creature but He has grasp of its forelock. Verily, my Lord is on 
the straight path (the truth)."> [11:53-56] 


Ibrahim’s statement, 
€22 va rf) t Bet 404, 7 BEa5> 


¢And how should I fear those whom you associate... 
means, how should I fear the idols that you worship instead of 
Allah, 
Kiki en 4 OK Fc SY BA KI ie 
<while you fear not that you have joined in worship with Allah 
things for which He has not sent down to you any Sultan .> 
meaning, proof, according to Ibn ‘Abbas and others among the 
Salaf.'"| Allah said in similar Aydt, 
Hil a Se Be soil Gi IEE eet al p> 
€Or have they partners who have instituted for them a religion 
which Allah has not allowed?> [42:21], and, 


(1) At-Tabari 11:491. 
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($b ov & HAT Bos We TAY & ap 
<They are but names which you have named, you and your 


fathers, for which Allah has sent down no authority .> (53:21) 
His statement, 
45S BS op GM SN at Shp 
<(So) which of the two parties has more right to be in security? 
If you but know.> 


means, which of the two parties is on the truth, those who 
worship Him in Whose Hand is harm and benefit, or those 
who worship what cannot bring harm or benefit, without 
authority to justify worshipping them? Who among these two 
parties has more right to be saved from Allah’s torment on the 
Day of Resurrection? Allah said, 


4QEE 5 EN 74 SSN th, ey Ga He GT 
It is those who believe and confuse not their belief with Zulm 
(wrong), for them (only) there is security and they are the 
guided .> 
Therefore, those who worship Allah alone without partners, 
will acquire safety on the Day of Resurrection, and they are 
the guided ones in this life and the Hereafter. 
Shirk is the Greatest Zulm (Wrong) 
Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘Abdullah said, “When the Ayah, 
qi, Ay at > 
<and confuse not their belief with Zulm (wrong). 


was revealed, the Companions of the Prophet # said, ‘And who 
among us did not commit Zulm against himself?’ The Ayah, 


die TS Tl yp 
<Verily! Joining others in worship with Allah is a great Zulm 
(wrong) indeed.» [31:13], 
was later revealed.” Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Abdullah 
said, “When this Ayah was revealed, 


0) Fath AL-Bari 8:144. 
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qi, ey at SS on Sip 
It is those who believe and confuse not their belief with Zulm 
(wrong), 
it was hard on the people. They said, ‘O Allah’s Messenger! 
Who among us did not commit Zulm against himself?’ He said, 
fous Seah dui waked olf ks oat 5 Sp 
Ut is not what you understood from it. Did you not hear what 
the righteous servant (Luqman) said, 
€ite Jibs Spat Hy sil 43 ¥ ge 
€O my son! Join not in worship others with Allah. Verily! 
Shirk is a great Zulm (wrong) indeed .>» [31:13]. 
Therefore, it is about Shirk.!"! 
Allah’s statement, 
45 & Lain Cin CS Hissp 
¢And that was Our proof which We gave Ibrahim against his 
people.> 
means, We directed him to proclaim Our proof against them. 
Mujahid and others said that ‘Our proof’ refers to, 
enh aay SG JC A SAA hE G fe t Set wep 
q5Ay Si saat 26 tack. 
¢€And how should I fear those whom you associate in worship 
with Allah (though they can neither benefit nor harm), while 
you fear not that you have joined in worship with Allah things 
for which He has not sent down to you any Sultan. (So) which 
of the two parties has more right to be in security?>'?! 


Allah has testified Ibrahim’s statement and affirmed security 
and guidance, saying; 
4BVEE Bs AN A SS TL Ay GUE HG Gen GD 
It is those who believe and confuse not their belief with Zulm, 


(1 Ahmad 1:444. 
2] At-Tabari 11:505S. 
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for them there is security and they are the guided.> 
Allah said, 

18 gi GS & oon We CEL ais5p 
€And that was Our proof which We gave Ibrahim against his 
people. We raise in degrees whom We will.> And; 
qi IS 2 yy 
<Certainly your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing .> 

He is All-Wise in His statements and actions, All-Knower of 
those whom He guides or misguides, and whether the proof 
was established against them or not. Allah also said, 


iw te wae Fy see 2 Nee DP GZ cer Bors 0 fr ete af 2 
Wy & Rh Jee PE HS WS Yay Cae. ob 2k all 
ho he ae 


<Truly! Those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord 
has been justified, will not believe. Even if every sign should 
come to them - until they see the painful torment.> [10:96-97| 


This is why Allah said here, 
428 LS ih Sp 
<Certainly your Lord is All-Wise, All-Knowing.> 


vere erred Aer ce 


he 
’ go oo beg Be es. . Cwecee 
Sul <A? ony DS ot Leta 5 is Ven S85 Sa] id Coa55 
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7 On ie he Keer os 8h Aes Be ye be AAP SL Be ee ge 
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te TOS Gh 3 SS of BG SHH aS ee oll Ast 
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OT ade Set Y 35 5 teas a oe oH At MK 
PAR 40% “Ge. 
tice WS YA 
€84. And We bestowed upon him Ishaq and Ya‘qub, each of 
them We guided, and before him, We guided Nuh and among 
his progeny Dawud, Sulayman, Ayyub, Yusuf, Musa, and 
Hariin. Thus do We reward the good-doers.> 
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€85. And Zakariyya, and Yahya and ‘Is@ and Iliyas, each one 
of them was of the righteous .> 


486. And Isma‘il and Al-Yasa’, and Yunus and Lut, and each 
one of them We preferred above the ‘Alamin (mankind and 
Jinns, of their times) .> 

487. And also some of their fathers and their progeny and their 
brethren, We chose them, and We guided them to a straight 
path.> 


<88. This is the guidance of Allah with which He guides 
whomsoever He wills of His servants. But if they had joined in 
worship others with Allah, all that they used to do would have 
been of no benefit to them.> 


489. They are those whom We gave the Book, Al-Hukm, and 
prophethood. But if they disbelieve therein, then, indeed We 
have entrusted it to a people who are not disbelievers therein .> 


<90. They are those whom Allah had guided. So follow their 
guidance. Say: ‘No reward I ask of you for this (the Qur'an). 
It is only a reminder for the ‘Alamin (mankind and Jinns).” 


Ibrahim Receives the News of Ishaq and Ya‘qib During 
His Old Age 


Allah states that after Ibrahim became old and he, and his 
wife, Sarah, lost hope of having children, He gave them Ishaq. 
The angels came to Ibrahim on their way to the people of 
Prophet Lat (to destroy them) and they delivered the good 
news of a child to Ibrahim and his wife. Ibrahim’s wife was 
amazed at the news, 

aE BE Drns fo 6 Sy EE Yo Oss he Ub ah ss sep 


niin oD rf *, 
004g LE AY Gil 


it Si Se Rigs i bas at ls 
She said (in astonishment): ‘Woe unto me! Shall I bear a 
child while I am an old woman, and here is my husband, an 
old man? Verily! This is a strange thing!” They said: “Do you 
wonder at the decree of Allah? The mercy of Allah and His 
blessings be on you, O the family [of Ibrahim]. Surely, He 
(Allah) is All-Praiseworthy, All-Glorious.” (11:72-73) 


The angels also gave them the good news that Ishaq will be a 
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Prophet and that he will have offspring of his own. In another 
Ayah, Allah said; 


tarsi GG Gry, Sh 


¢And We gave him the good news of Ishaq a Prophet from the 
righteous .>{37:112], 


which perfects this good news and completes the favor. Allah 
said, 


7 her Ae68 


455 SS) os Sd 
of Ishaq, and after him, of Ya‘qub...> [11:71], 

meaning, this child will have another child in your lifetime, so 
that your eyes are comforted by him, just as your eyes will be 
comforted by his father. Certainly, one becomes jubilant and 
joyous when he becomes a grandfather, because this means 
that his offspring will continue to exist. It was also expected 
that if an elderly couple had children, due to the child’s 
weakness, he would have no offspring. This is why Allah 
delivered the good news of Ishaq and of his son Ya‘qdb, whose 
name literally means ‘multiplying and having offspring’. This 
was a reward for Ibrahim who left his people and migrated 
from their land so that he could worship Allah alone. Allah 
compensated Ibrahim with better than his people and tribe 
when He gave him righteous children of his own, who would 
follow his religion, so that his eyes would be comforted by 
them. In another Ayah, Allah said; 


COUGH B55 oy HS Mod wp WH 5 ET oD 
<So when he turned away from them and from those whom they 


worshipped besides Allah, We gave him Ishaq and Ya‘qub, and 
each one of them We made a Prophet.> [19:49] 


Allah said here, 
EG ee Ass Shy aH 
<And We bestowed upon him Ishaq and Ya‘qub, each of them 
We guided,> Allah said; 
€35 on isa B55> 
¢and before him, We guided Nuh...> 
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meaning, We guided Nah before and gave him righteous 
offspring, just as We guided Ibrahim and gave him righteous 
children. 


Qualities of Nuh and Ibrahim 


Each of these two Prophets had special qualities. When Allah 
caused the people of the earth to drown, except those who 
believed in NOh and accompanied him in the ark, Allah made 
the offspring of Nah the dwellers of the earth thereafter. Ever 
since that occurred, the people of the earth were and still are 
the descendants of Nuh. As for Ibrahim, Allah did not send a 
Prophet after him but from his descendants. Allah said in 
other Aydt, 


C26 EM SE cess 


«And We ordained among his (Ibrahim's) offspring prophethood 
and the Book.» {29:27}, 


EEG AT gS a CS patty Up CH His 


«And indeed, We sent Nih and Ibrahim, and placed in their 
offspring Prophethood and the Book.» [57:26], and, 


CONS UE UE IE a BG ES Gm sy Bey 
<Those were they unto whom Allah bestowed His grace from 
among the Prophets, of the offspring of Adam, and of those 
whom We carried (in the ship) with Nih, and of the offspring 
of Ibrahim and Isra’il and from among those whom We guided 
and chose. When the verses of the Most Beneficent (Allah) were 
recited unto them, they fell down prostrating and weeping.> 
[19:58] 


Allah said in this honorable Ayah here, 
4.5359 ot 


qand among his progeny...» meaning, We guided from among his 
offspring, 


455525 351d 


400 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


Dawud, Sulayman...» from the offspring of Nuh, according to 
Ibn Jarir.'"! It is also possible that the Ayah refers to Ibrahim 
since it is about him that the blessings were originally 
mentioned here, although Lut is not from his offspring, for he 
was Ibrahim’s nephew, the son of his brother Maran, the son of 
Azar. It is possible to say that Lat was mentioned in Ibrahim’s 
offspring as a generalization. As Allah said, 

AB YG 6a be GAS Gad J SS os fas 8 cag 2X Alp 

CHESS A BS es GO) BRS Lets soni Ghee yy ahh 
<Or were you witnesses when death approached Ya‘qub? When 
he said unto his sons, “What will you worship after me?’ They 
said, “We shall worship your God, and the God of your 
fathers, Ibrahim, Isma‘it, Ishaq, One God, and to Him we 
submit.’’> (2:133]. 


Here, Ismail was mentioned among the ascendants of 

Ya‘qub, although he was Ya‘qib’s uncle. Similarly Allah said, 
€So the angels prostrated themselves, all of them together. 
Except Iblis - he refused to be among those to prostrate.> 
[15:30-31]. 

Allah included Iblis in His order to the angels to prostrate, 
and chastised him for his opposition, all because he was 
similar to them in that (order), so he was considered among 
them in general, although he was a Jinn. Iblis was created 
from fire while the angels were created from light. Mentioning 
Isa in the offspring of Ibrahim, or Nah as we stated above, is 
proof that the grandchildren from a man’s daughter’s side are 
included among his offspring. sd is included among Ibrahim’s 
progeny through his mother, although ‘sa did not have a 
father. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Harb bin Abi Al- 
Aswad said, “Al-Hajjaj sent to Yahya bin Ya‘mar, saying, 1 was 
told that you claim that Al-Hasan and Al-Husayn are from the 
offspring of the Prophet #%, did you find it in the Book of Allah? 
I read the Qur’én from beginning to end and did not find it.’ 
Yahya said, Do you not read in Sdrat A-An‘am, 


(1 At-Tabari 11:507. 
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E5245 5515 SS ond 
¢and among his progeny Dawud, Sulayman...> until, 
qeces Fad 
¢and Yahya and ‘Isa...> 

Al-Hajjaj said, ‘Yes.’ Yahya said, ‘Is not ‘Isa from the 
offspring of Ibrahim, although he did not have a father?’ Al- 
Hajjaj said, ‘You have said the truth.”41! 

For example, when a man leaves behind a legacy, a trust, or 
gift to his “offspring” then the children of his daughters are 
included. But if a man gives something to his “sons”, or he 
leaves a trust behind for them, then that would be particular 
to his male children and their male children. Allah’s 
statement, 

CeeFD gigs yi 55d 
¢And also some of their fathers and their progeny and their 
brethren ,> [6:87], 


mentions that some of these Prophets’ ascendants and 
descendants were also guided and chosen. So Allah said, 


hpi ro Sy LEIS KELLY 
«We chose them, and We guided them to a straight path.> 


Shirk Eradicates the Deeds, Even the Deeds of the 
Messengers 


Allah said next, 
c . Cad o- oe 2 440 
halle de TS ot oy sag gif 6 GS 


€This is the guidance of Allah with which He guides 
whomsoever He wills of His servants.> 


meaning, this occurred to them by Allah’s leave and because 
He directed them to guidance. Allah said; 


Sfas WE a ee LS KAT Sp 
<But if they had joined in worship others with Allah, all that 


I Ad-Durr Al-Manthir 3 :311. 
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they used to do would have been of no benefit to them.> 
This magnifies the serious danger of Shirk and the gravity of 
committing it. In another Ayah, Allah said; 
€AF EE SS 5§ AS & Sd DS Gd, Goh > 
<And indeed it has been revealed to you, as it was to those 


(Allah's Messengers) before you: “If you join others in worship 
with Allah, surely your deeds will be in vain ."’> [39:65] 


If here does not mean that this would ever occur, as is 
similar in Allah’s statement; 


4a BH tb GS ys ok y BD 


<Say: “If the Most Beneficent had a son, then I am the first of 
Allah's worshippers .’’> [43:81], and 


444 


4% Eats ben of Cio 2 ZY (A Set al 6x > 


4If We intended to take a pastime (a wife or a son, etc.) We 

could surely have taken it from Us, if We were going to do 

(that)> [21:17], and, 

Soil UA Baw Roden go G ice J ew 
(Gia 


€If Allah willed to take a son, He could have chosen whom He 
pleased out of those whom He created. But glory be to Him! He 
is Allah, the One, the Compelling .> [39:4] 


Allah said, 
CEG SEG CESK Me ES SND 
<€They are those whom We gave the Book, Al-Hukm, and 
prophethood .> 


We bestowed these bounties on them, as a mercy for ‘the 
servants, and out of our kindness for creation. 


te, BS of> 


But if they disbelieve therein...» in the prophethood, or the 
three things; the Book, the Hukm and the prophethood, 


4.352 
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«They...» refers to the people of Makkah, according to Ibn 
‘Abbas, Safid bin Al-Musayyib, Ad-Dahhak, Qataédah, As-Suddi, 
and others.!) 


KK | ed OF Ug OBS 385} 


¢then, indeed We have entrusted it to a people who are not 
disbelievers therein .> 


This Ayah means, if the Quraysh and the rest of the people 
of the earth - Arabs and non-Arabs, illiterate and the People of 
the Scripture - disbelieve in these bounties, then We have 
entrusted them to another people, the Muhajirdn and Ansar, 
and those who follow their lead until the Day of Resurrection, 


¢who are not disbelievers therein .> 
They will not deny any of these favors, not even one letter. 
Rather, they will believe in them totally, even the parts that 
are not so clear to some of them. We ask Allah to make us 


among them by His favor, generosity and kindness. Addressing 
His servant and Messenger, Muhammad 3%, Allah said; 


2 a4 
33> 
They are...» the Prophets mentioned here, along with their 
righteous fathers, offspring and bretheren, 


Ci 55a GSI> 


<those whom Allah had guided.» meaning, they alone are the 
people of guidance, 


433 “24 +4 Abi isd 


<So follow their guidance.» Imitate them. This command to the 
Messenger # certainly applies to his Ummah, according to what 
he legislates and commands them. While mentioning this Ayah, 
Al-Bukhari recorded that Mujahid asked Ibn ‘Abbas, “Is there 
an instance where prostration is warranted in [Siirah| Sad?” 
Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Yes.” He then recited, 


I" At-Tabari 11:515,516. 
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another narration, 


sillita So suiblys;: 3 I5aI 10 JL | Mujahid added that 
44 vic AK, Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Your 
pal re citig, ‘i ipl Geobs Prophet 3% was among 
SE MEI sae Kyo Olde 95 Z those whose guidance 
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(<2 <4 || <Say: “No reward I ask 


2 9 eaiekig a pee har he of you for this.”> 


means, I do not ask you for any reward for delivering the 
Qur’an to you, nor anything else, 
Sasi 55 Sy A Hd 
<‘‘It is only a reminder for the ‘Alamin (mankind and Jinns).’’> 


so they are reminded by it and guided from blindness to 


clarity, from misguidance to guidance, and from disbelief to 
faith. 


5 ed Ae a 
iM OS SNe Fst oe A 


Bests to follow.”!!! Allah’s 


statement, 


402 ot ate Kil ¥ 54> 
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(1) Fath AL-Bari 8:144. The reference is to no. 24 of Sdd (38) where it is 
mentioned that Dawad, peace be upon him, prostrated. Since Allah 
ordered following what they were guided to in these Ayat of Al- 
An‘am, then we should also prostrate at the mention of the 
Prophets prostrations, according to Ibn ‘Abbas. 
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WS JC A, GS ods ett eG OS 


oper A 4 2 


EA Bn ais ES (Bas Sarak 5 re 3 ree? a al A) Fsicn % gC) 
& ey ort Spb eT Ssh ‘dt, as ee spt A ecco’ were i sil 

be ope 
491. They did not estimate Allah with an estimation due to 
Him when they said: “Nothing did Allah send down to any 
human being (by inspiration).” Say : “Who then sent down the 
Book which Musa brought, a light and a guidance to mankind 
which you (the Jews) have made into (separate) papersheets, 
disclosing (some of it) and concealing much. And you were 
taught that which neither you nor your fathers knew.” Say: 


“Allah (sent it down).” Then leave them to play in their vain 
discussions .> 

492. And this is a blessed Book which We have sent down, 
confirming what came before it, so that you may warn the 
Mother of Towns and all those around it. Those who believe in 


the Hereafter believe in it, and they are constant in guarding 
their Salah .> 


The Messenger is but a Human to Whom the Book was 
Revealed by Inspiration 


Allah says that those who rejected His Messengers did not 
give Allah due consideration. Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid and 
‘Abdullah bin Kathir said that this Ayah was revealed about 
the Quraysh.'") It was also said that it was revealed about 


some Jews. So ' 
GA of 5 bs SAT a> 
<They said: “Nothing did Allah send down to any human 
being (by inspiration).’’> 
Allah also, said, 
458i gal Ts ys hy Cat ee Lt ae i> 
ls it a wonder for mankind that We have inspired to a man from 
among themselves (saying) : “Warn mankind .’’ [10:2], and, 


(0) At-Tabari 11:524. 
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33 GON 65 Ht SAG FS wil pit ae J nai aaa Ug 
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(Oh5 


<And nothing prevented men from believing when the guidance 
came to them, except that they said: “Has Allah sent a man as 
Messenger?” Say: “If there were on the earth, angels walking 
about in peace and security, We should certainly have sent 
down for them from the heaven an angel as a Messenger.” 
[17:94-95]. 


Allah said here, 
Cg SESH oS FAS 


<They did not estimate Allah with an estimation due to Him 
when they said: “Nothing did Allah send down to any human 
being (by inspiration) .”’> 
Allah answered them, : 
Cid Ss OF AF og ol CEST INS BD 
<Say : “Who then sent down the Book which Misa brought, a 
light and a guidance to mankind?’ 


meaning, say, O Muhammad 3%, to those who deny the concept 
that Allah sent down Books by revelation, answering them 


specifically, 
qinp ox © SM EST SS Sp 


«Who then sent down the Book which Misa brought?» 


in reference to the Tawrah that you and all others know that 
Allah sent down to Masa, son of Imran. Allah sent the Tawrah 
as a light and a guidance for people, so that it could shed 
light on the answers to various disputes, and to guide away 
from the darkness of doubts. Allah’s statement, 


46S 338s God rai SRD 
«which you have made into (separate) papersheets, disclosing 
(some of it) and concealing (much).> 


means, you made the Tawrah into separate sheets which you 
copied from the original and altered, changed and distorted as 
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you wished. You then said, “this is from Allah,” meaning it is 
in the revealed Book of Allah, when in fact, it is not from 
Allah. This is why Allah said here, 
which you have made into (separate) papersheets, disclosing 
(some of it) and concealing (much).> Allah said; 


és GE Ie Asp 
<And you were taught that which neither you nor your fathers 
knew .> 


meaning, Who sent down the Qur’én in which Allah taught 
you the news of those who were before you and the news of 
what will come after, that neither you nor your fathers had 
knowledge of. Allah’s statement, 


Gil > 
<Say: “Allah.”’> 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Meaning, 
‘Say, Allah sent it down.” Allah said, 


dish opt 4 Gs 3 
<Then leave them to play in their vain discussions.> 
leave them to play in ignorance and misguidance until the 
true news comes to them from Allah. Then, they will know 
whether the good end is theirs or for the fearful servants of 
Allah. Allah said, Bi 
4255 ty 


€And this is a Book,> the Qur’an, 
Cl A 5385 GoM S524 Se Sp 
«Blessed, which We have sent down, confirming which came 


before it, so that you may warn the Mother of Towns} that is, 
Makkah, ee 
<0 55 


¢and all those around it...> refering to the Arabs and the rest of 
the children of Adam, Arabs and non-Arabs alike. Allah said in 
other Aydt, 


408 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 
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<Say: “O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all as the 
Messenger of Allah.’’> (7:158], and 


45 535 «4 Sad 


<“that I may therewith warn you and whomsoever it may 
reach.”> [6:19], and 
Erde SOE AT ie oy TKS oS 

<but those of the sects who reject it, the Fire will be their 

promised meeting place} [11:17] and, 

€Blessed be He Who sent down the criterion to His servant that 

he may be a warner to the ‘Alamin (mankind and Jinn).> 

[25:1], and, 

5 WS 9S ical AL of SEK cacy cas BN auld hp 
CCl M8 i Hal ae 


<And say to those who were given the Scripture and to those 
who are illiterates: ‘Do you submit yourselves?” If they do, 
they are rightly guided; but if they turn away, your duty is 
only to convey the Message; and Allah is All-Seer of (His) 
servants .> [3:20]. 


It is recorded in the Two Sahihs, that the Messenger of Allah 
#8 said, 
a5 tN gy Sof Byki es Sel 
«I have been given five things which were not given to any one 


else before me.» The Prophet # mentioned among these five 
things, 


Ss,)- td | 28% £657 cs ] #- Se tae 
@aale tl sl tes sale 53 ol Cas Bl ols) 


‘Every Prophet was sent only to his nation, but I have been 
sent to all people.»!"| 


(1) Fath ALBarino.519, Muslim 1: 370. 
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This is why Allah said, 
45, S8eh NG OLE abd 

«Those who believe in the Hereafter believe in it,> 
meaning, those who believe in Allah and the Last Day, believe 
in this blessed Book, the Qur’aén, which We revealed to you, O 
Muhammad 3, 

Hid fats & (ad 
qand they are constant in guarding their Salah.> 


for they perform what Allah ordered them, offering the prayers 
perfectly and on time. 
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€93. And who can be more unjust than he who invents a lie 
against Allah, or says: ‘I have received inspiration,”’ whereas 
he is not inspired in anything; and who says, “I will reveal the 
like of what Allah has revealed.’ And if you could but see when 
the wrongdoers are in the agonies of death, while the angels are 
stretching forth their hands (saying): ‘Deliver your souls! This 
day you shall be recompensed with the torment of degradation 
because of what you used to utter against Allah other than the 
truth, And you used to reject His Ayat with disrespect!"’> 


494. And truly you have come unto Us alone, as We created 
you the first time. You have left behind you all that which We 
had bestowed on you. We see not with you your intercessors 
whom you claimed to be your partners. Now you and they have 
been cut off, and all that you used to claim has vanished from 
you .> 
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None is Worse Than One who Invents a Lie Against Allah 
and Claims that Revelation Came to Him 
Allah said, 
CS ail bi 2 HT 55 
¢And who can be more unjust than he who invents a lie 
against Allah,> 
Therefore, none is more unjust than one who lies about 
Allah claiming that He has partners or a son, or falsely 
claiming that Allah sent him as a Prophet; 
CF 48k 23 5 DL Gel SG Sd 
€or says: “I have received inspiration,” whereas he is not 
inspired with anything ;> 
Ikrimah and Qatddah said that this Ayah was revealed 
about Musaylimah Al-Kadhdhab."! 
Ci Git IE Ye 56 Zp 
qand who says, “I will reveal the like of what Allah has 
revealed ."’> 


This refers to he, who claims that the lies he invents rival the 
revelation that came from Allah. In another Ayah, Allah said, 


Pe om ye ees 


iis JE CHAS FES BIE 4S HD 
¢And when Our verses (of the Qur'an) are recited to them, 


they say: “We have heard this (the Qur’an); if we wish we can 
say the like of this.’’> 


The Condition of These Unjust People Upon Death and 
on the Day of Resurrection 


Allah, the Most Honored, said, 
oii 355 3 Suit yw Top 
¢And if you could but see when the wrongdoers are in the 
agonies of death...> 


(I at-Tabari 11:533-535. “Al-Kadhdhab,” meaning the Liar. He 
claimed to be a prophet during the lifetime of Allah’s Messenger 3, 
then he repented. Later after the death of Allah’s Messenger 3%, it 
is reported that he made claims that are similar or the same. 
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suffering from the hardhips, agonies and afflictions of death, 
<p il Ht Gp 


qwhile the angels are stretching forth their hands...> beating 
them. Allah said in other Aydt: 


<If you do stretch your hand against me to kill me..> [5:28]and, 
Ch aD peal BS Ohts 

¢And stretch forth their hands and their tongues against you 
with evil .»[60:2} 

Ad-Dahhak and Abu Sélih said that, ‘stretch forth their 

hands,’ means, ‘with torment’.!!! In another Ayah, Allah said, 
4 psci iad <a Kat ae oS J 4 05 I 

<And if you could see when the angels take away the souls of 


those who disbelieve they smite their faces and their 
backs .>[8:50] 


Allah said, 
dvd GES Keibp 
qwhile the angels are stretching forth their handsp 
beating them, until their souls leave their bodies, saying, 


dient 51> 


<‘Deliver your souls!’’> When the disbeliever is near death, the 
angels will convey the ‘good news’ to him of torment, 
vengeance, chains, restraints, Hell, boiling water and the anger 
of the Most Beneficent, Most Merciful. The soul will then scatter 
in the body of the disbeliever and refuse to get out of it. The 
angels will keep beating the disbeliever until his soul exits from 
his body, 

ae che 


<(Saying): ‘Deliver your souls! This day you shall be 
recompensed with the torment of degradation because of what 


(1) At-Tabari 11:539. 
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you used to say about Allah other than the truth.’’> 

This Ayah means, today, you will be utterly humiliated 
because you used to invent lies against Allah and arrogantly 
refused to follow His Aydt and obey His Mesengers. 

There are many Hadiths, of Mutawatir''! grade, that explain 
what occurs when the believers and disbelievers die, and we 
will mention these Hadiths when explaining Allah’s statement, 

4528 5 Gal gl 9 Gt Wa tan it Lp 
€Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that 
stands firm in this world, and in the Hereafter.> [14:27] 


Allah said next, 
5p Sot SEHE OS WS 2S Sip 

€And truly you have come unto Us alone as We created you 

the first time.> [6:94], 
and this statement will be said on the Day of Return. In 
another Ayah, Allah said, 

die Si SAE GS, LS Hin 35> 

¢And they will be set before your Lord in rows, (and Allah will 

say): “Now indeed, you have come to Us as We created you the 

first time .’> [18:48], 
meaning, just as We started your creation, We brought you 
back, although you used to deny Resurrection and reject its 
possibility. Therefore, this is the Day of Resurrection! Allah 
said, 

Chant i SAE 6 LED 
€You have left behind you all that which We had bestowed on 
you .> [6:94], 


The wealth and the money that you collected in the life of the 
world, you left all this behind you. It is recorded in the Sahih 
that Allah’s Messenger 2% said, 


én if es cist Wy Guy ai fe ge Ju et St Sis 


It Hadith réported by numerous routes, having many different 
natrators at each level of every chain. 
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4 EY 23,05 Cal U5 55 U5 pa Ciaas of EEE 


‘The Son of Adam says, ‘My money, my money!’ But, what 
part of your money do you have, other than what you eat of it 
and is thus spent, what you wear and tear and what you gave 
in chairty and thus remains (in the record of good deeds)? 
Other than that, you will depart and leave it to the people») 


Al-Hasan Al-Basri said, “On the Day of Resurrection, the Son 
of Adam will be brought, as if he were a golden chariot and 
Allah, the Most Honored, will ask, ‘Where is what you 
collected?’ He will reply, ‘O Lord! I collected it and left it as 
intact as ever.’ Allah will say to him, ‘O Son of Adam! Where is 
what you sent forth for yourself (of righteous, good deeds),’ 
and he will realize that he did not send forth anything for 
himself.” Al-Hasan then recited the Ayah, 


ue 
o, DA wre obessae eg Betre gtr AOE obeaere ee neh Code Scie 
oy’ aly Kis iV} $F i Js reat Ke Gs Gycnten aaly 
¢And truly you have come unto Us alone as We created you 


the first time. You have left behind you all that which We had 
bestowed on you.> 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded this statement. Allah said; 
dh Ka oA ss ot Geek Kew Gd 
<We see not with you your intercessors whom you claimed to 
be your partners .> 


This chastises and criticizes the disbelievers for the rivals, 
idols and images that they worshipped in this life, thinking 
they will avail them in this life and upon Resurrection, if there 
is Resurrection, as they thought. On the Day of Resurrection, 
all relationships will be cut off, misguidance will be exposed, 
and those whom they used to call upon as gods will disappear 
from them. Allah will then call them, while the rest of creation 


is listening, ts 
kph 2S Sil oKA al> 


«Where are My (so-called) partners whom you used to assert? 
[28:62] And, 


(11 Muslim 4: 2273. 
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And it will be said to them: “Where are those that you used 


to worship. Instead of Allah? Can they help you or help 
themselves?"’> [26:92-93] 


Allah said here, 
CBSE is oA os oll Het Bee os 
«We see not with you your intercessors whom you claimed were 
partners .> 
meaning partners in worship. That is, partners in a share of 


your worship. 
éks lit ap 


«Now you and they have been cut off> 


or, the Ayah is recited with the meaning: all connections, 
means, and ties between you and them have been severed. 


€ Haz 455> 
<and vanished from you> you have lost, 
ii5 o& a 
all that you used to claim> of hope in the benefit of the idols 
and rivals (you worshipped with Allah). Allah said in other 
Aydt, 
Sis BOM tye Salis Gad OS (edt oll Adt al HS gp 


pec Hh tye GS & ks Ow oe ES EE 5 ie gt 

CBI os gdh AGS HS gi 
«When those who were followed, declare themselves innocent of 
those who followed (them), and they see the torment, then all 
their relations will be cut off from them. And those who 
followed will say: “If only we had one more chance to return, 
we would disown them as they have disowned us.” Thus Allah 


will show them their deeds as regret for them. And they will 
never get out of the Fire.> [2:166-167], and 


more ee f earw + 


ane A ne au 4g eae 
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OEE RA EKG ee a 
shall have no helper.> (29:25], and 


So heres 


ih ipks SB Bess SRA Lt Jas 


¢And it will be said (to them): “Call upon your partners”, and 
they will call upon them, but they will give no answer to 
them .> [28:64], and 


4G oh Moos WE wD 


¢And the Day whereon We shall gather them all together, then 
We shall say to those who committed Shirk...> {10:28] until, 


lit We oe Las 


¢And their invented false deities will vanish from them.> 
[10:30] 
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“at 8 Spl oe oct GBs ect & BEE Shy cat be at D> 
€95. Verily! It is Allah Who causes the seed grain and the fruit 
stone to split and sprout. He brings forth the living from the 
dead, and it is He Who brings forth the dead from the living. 
Such is Allah, then how are you deluded away from the truth?> 
496. (He is the) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the 
night for resting, and the sun and the moon for reckoning. 
Such is the measuring of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.> 

€97. It is He Who has set the stars for you, so that you may 
guide your course with their help through the darkness of the 
land and the sea. We have (indeed) explained in detail Our 
Ayat for people who know.> 


Recognizing Allah Through Some of His Aydt 

Allah states that He causes the seed grain and the fruit 
stone to split and sprout in the ground, producing various 
types, colors, shapes, and tastes of grains and produce. The 
Ayah, 

458 ct i> 
<Who causes the seed grain and the fruit stone to split and 

sprout.> 

is explained by the next statement, 


C5 in ot OB oct ED 
¢He brings forth the living from the dead, and it is He Who 
brings forth the deed from the living.» 


meaning, He brings the living plant from the seed grain and 
the fruit stone, which is a lifless and inanimate object. Allah 
said, 

cas ee arg be te wotet,  pretes 


(Get 25 CAS asl eat BN ot tg 
€And a sign for them is the dead land. We gave it life, and We 
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brought forth from it grains, so that they eat thereof. [36:33] 
until, 


457s Ves Sectl Sop 
¢as well as of their own (human) kind (male and female), and 
of that which they know not.> {36:36} 
Allah’s statement, 


4G Sn Sect EBs 
and it is He Who brings forth the dead from the living .> 
There are similar expressions in meaning such as, He brings 
the egg from the chicken, and the opposite. Others said that it 
means, He brings the wicked offspring from the righteous 
parent and the opposite, and there are other possible 
meanings for the Ayah. Allah said, 


i KiSp 
<Such is Allah,> meaning, He Who does all this, is Allah, the 
One and Only without partners, 
46K i 
then how are you deluded away from the truth?> 


meaning, look how you are deluded from Truth to the 
falsehood of worshipping others besides Allah, Allah’s 
statement, 


4K I Sess aay Ep 
<(He is the) Cleaver of the daybreak. He has appointed the 
night for resting,> 
means, He is the Creator of light and darkness. Allah said in 
the beginning of the Surah, 
CAG sli esp 
*€And originated the darkness and the light .> 


Indeed, Allah causes the darkness of the night to disappear 
and brings forth the day, thus bringing brighteness to the 
world and light to the horizon, while dissipating darkness and 

™, ending the night with its depth of darkness and starting the 
_ day with its brightness and light. Allah said, 


418 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


465 AE Hi SSK etd 
¢He brings the night as a cover over the day, seeking it 
rapidly.> [7:54] 
In this Ayah, Allah reminds of His ability to create diversified 
things in opposites, testifying to His perfect greatness and 


supreme power. Allah states that He is the Cleaver of the 
daybreak and mentioned its opposite, when He said, 


4K IS Seasd 
€He has appointed the night for resting, > 
meaning, created darkness, in order for the creation to become 


halt and rest during it. Allah said in other Aydt, 
Dae 1 BG Drrcahd 
<By the forenoon. And by the night when it is still.» [93:1-2], 
CEE y 5 BS Gy b> 


<By the night as it envelops. And by the day as it appears in 
brightness.» [92:1,2] and, 


4HUEE 4 SH HEE Gy .G5> 


¢And by the day as it shows up (the sun's) brightness. And by 
the night as it conceals it.> [91:3-4] 


Allah’s statement, 


Zier 


det ah aby 
<...And the sun and the moon for reckoning .> 
means, the sun and the moon have specific orbits, according 
to a term appointed with magnificent precision that never 
changes or alters. Both the sun and the moon have distinct 
positions that they assume in summer and winter, effecting 
changes in the length of night and day. Allah said in other 
Aydt, 
CIs 1555 BG ee I See ll A> 
It is He Who made the sun a shining thing and the Moon as a 
light and measured out stages for it.» [10:5], 
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(Bir yb 6 BIS Se WG HITS La D 
It is not for the sun to overtake the moon, nor does the night 
outstrip the day. They all float, each in an orbit.> [36:40], 
And, 

da ph (2G ZIG A25> 
<The sun and the moon; and the stars are subjected by His 
command .> [16:12] 


Allah’s statement, 
CH spl 2s HD 
<Such is the measuring of the Almighty, the All-Knowing.> 
means, all of this occurs according to the decree ana due 
measurement of the Almighty Who is never resisted or 
contradicted. He is the Knower of all things and nothing ever 
escapes His knowledge, not even the weight of an atom on 
earth or in heavens. Allah often mentions the creation of the 
night, the day, the sun and the moon and then ends His 
Speech by mentioning His attributes of power and knowledge, 
as in this Ayah above [6:96], and in His statement, 
<And a sign for them is the night, We withdraw therefrom the 
day, and behold, they are in darkness. And the sun runs on its 
fixed course for a term. That is the decree of the Almighty, the 
All-Knowing .> [36:37-38} a 
In the beginning of Sdrat Hd-Mim As-Sajdah, after 
mentioning the creation of the heavens and earth and all that 
is in them, Allah said: 
Ci git 5S HS Us ayy Cat Kal Gy 


ee 


4And We adorned the nearest (lowest) heaven with lamps 
(stars) to be an adornment as well as to guard. Such is the 
decree of Him, the Almighty, the All-Knower.> [41:12] 


Allah said next, 
FG ail coll a oe WA GAT Ae ool sp 
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<It is He Who has set the stars for you, so that you may guide 
your course with their help through the darkness of the land 
and the sea.> 


Some of the Salaf said; Whoever believes in other than three 
things about these stars, then he has made a mistake, and 
lied against Allah. Indeed Allah made them as decorations for 
the heavens, and to shoot at the Shayatin, and for directions 
in the dark recesses of the land and sea. 

Then, Allah said, 


5551 US Sp 


<We have explained in detail Our Aydt.) meaning, We made 
them clear and plain, 


ide pad 


¢for people who know.> who have sound minds and are able to 
recognize the truth and avoid falsehood. 


4 
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5 ES led oS of SEA wal > 
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Gets BH oS K59 5 Ses A oS 8 UO he 
498. It is He Who has created you from a single person, and 
has given you a place of residing and a place of storage. Indeed, 
We have explained in-detail Our revelations for people who 
understand.> .--~— 
499. It is He Who sends down water from the sky, and with it 
We bring forth vegetation of all kinds, and out of it We bring 
forth green stalks, from which We bring forth thick clustered 
grain. And out of the date-palm and its sprouts come forth 
clusters of dates hanging low and near, and gardens of grapes, 
olives and pomegranates, each similar, yet different. Look at 
their fruits when they begin to bear, and Yan‘ih. Verily! In 
these things there are signs for people who believe .> 
Allah said, 
45505 ocd of SUN oll Hd 
It is He Who has created you from a single person,> [6:98] 
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in reference to Adam, peace be upon him. In another Ayah, 
Allah said; 
BS Ve, Oe 5 aes GG 5 Es BE oll Ke OZ Ged 
4:35 
¢O mankind! Have Taqwa of your Lord, Who created you from 


a single person, and from him He created his mate, and from 
them both He created many men and women.>[4:1] 


Allah said, 
C5 E> 
¢Mustagar and Mustawda‘> 


Ibn Mas‘id, Ibn ‘Abbas, Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman As-Sulami, 
Qays bin Abu Hazim, Mujahid, ‘Ata’, Ibrahim An-Nakha‘, Ad- 
Dahhak, Qatadah, As-Suddi and ‘Ata’ Al-Khurasani and others 
said that, 


E> 


<Mustaqar>, ‘in the wombs’. They, or most of them, also said 
that, 


rae ot, 


¢And Mustawda’,> means, ‘in your father’s loins’! Ibn 
Mas‘id and several others said that, Mustagar, means 
residence in this life, while, Mustawda‘, means the place of 
storage after death (the grave). 
Allah’s statement, 
Koh, SH LS Bp 
Indeed, We have explained in detail Our revelations for people 
who understand .> 
refers to those who comprehend and understand Allah’s Words 
‘and its meanings. Allah said next, 
C56 AN Se GA well ssp 
lt is He Who sends down water (rain) from the sky> 


(1 At-Tabari 11:565-570. 
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in due measure, as a blessing and provision for the servants, 
relief and means of survival for the creatures and mercy from 
Allah for His creation. Allah’s statement, 


4 F SG 4 CBD 

¢And with it We bring pa vegetation of all kinds,> is similar to, 
ip oot F I 5, chess 

And We have made from water every living thing .> [21:30] 
dat 25, eaZp 


dand out of it We bring forth green stalks,> green produce and 
trees, on which We grow seeds and fruits. 


den te EY 
¢from which We bring forth thick clustered grain .> 
lined on top of each other in clusters, like an ear or spike of 
grain. 


a 


4555 GH oe BSI 50 
<And out of the date-palm and its sprouts come forth clusters} of 
dates 
<i> 
¢hanging low) Within reach and easy to pick. ‘Ali bin Abi 
Talhah Al-WAlibi said that Ibn ‘Abbas said that, 
4356 55> 
¢clusters hanging low} refers to short date trees whose branches 
hang low, close to the ground. This was recorded by Ibn 


Jarir."") 
Allah’s statement 


458) 5 585d 


qand gardens of grapes,» means, We bring forth gardens of 
grapes. Grapes and dates are the most precious fruits to the 
people of Al-Hijaz (Western Arabia), and perhaps both are the 
best fruits in this world. Allah has reminded His servants of His 


(1) At-Tabari 11:576. 
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favor in making these two fruits for them, when He said, 
dtc iy FERS 2, bie AAG Jel 25S 53> 


<And from the fruits of date-palms and grapes, you derive 
strong drink and a goodly provision .> [16:67] 


before intoxicating drinks were prohibited, and; 
¢<And We have made therein gardens of date-palms and 
grapes.» [36:34]. 

Allah said, 


“oh wee So EF RAT ae LF 


458% Fes GE SEG SRIGD 
olives and pomegranates, each similar yet different.> 
The leaves are similar in shape and appearence, yet different 
in the shape, and taste. And the kind of fruit each plant 


produces is different, according to the explanation of Qatadah 
and several others.!"! Allah’s statement, 


4s Sy ud Sy BBD 
<Look at their fruits when they begin to bear, and Yan‘ih.> 


means, when the fruits become ripe, according to Al-Bara’ bin 
‘Azib, Ibn ‘Abbas, Ad-Dahhak, ‘Ata’ Al-Khurdsani, As-Suddi, 
Qatadah and others.!?! 

This Ayah means, contemplate the ability of the Creator of 
these fruits, Who brought them into existence after they were 
dry wood, and they later became grapes and dates; and similar 
is the case with the various colors, shapes, tastes and 
fragrance of whatever Allah created. Allah said, 

Bey 4 he 285 Sie SA fils y Sal 4 BEG Sgt ths AT o5d 

CAEN a ot 6 SS SG 
¢And in the earth are neighbouring tracts, and gardens of 
vines, and green crops, and date-palms, growing out, two or 
three from a single stem root, or otherwise, watered with the 
same water, yet some of them We make better than others to 
eat.> [13:4] 


Il At-Tabari 11:578. 
[2] At-Tabari 11:582. 
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This is why Allah said here, 


455 3 Sd 
€In these things there are...» O people, 
4533 


¢signs...> and proofs that testify to the perfect ability, wisdom 
and mercy of He Who created these things, 


488 pd 
<for people who believe.» in Allah and obey His Messengers. 


Ce S55 At ee 5 Se WSS ells ST RE A Uap 
€100. Yet, they join the Jinns as partners in worship with 
Allah, though He has created them, and they attribute, falsely 
without knowledge - sons and daughters to Him. Be He 
Glorified and Exalted above what that they attribute to Him.} 


Rebuking the Idolators 


This Ayah refutes the idolators who worshipped others 
besides Allah and associated the Jinns with Him in worship. 
Glory be to Allah above this Shirk and Kufr. If someone asks, 
how did the idolators worship the Jinns, although they only 
were idol worshippers? The answer is that in fact, they 
worshipped the idols by obeying the Jinns who commanded 
them to do so. Allah said in other Ayat,* 

GS GELS Os Hy EG os OS VW dh oe SHE od 
woh oh NS SB GE 5 i GE eA EAS 2 it 


“oe Pd ore ge 


7 a oe Boos Pare 4 fe , 4 “403 
VY Gbshi pede v mes pba IWS Uk 58 Ll 


<They invoke nothing but female deities besides Him, and they 
invoke nothing but Shaytin, a persistent rebel! Allah cursed 
hin. And he [Shaytan] said: “I will take an appointed portion 
of your servants. Verily, I will mislead them, and surely, I will 
arouse in them false desires; and certainly, I will order them to 
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slit the ears of cattle, and indeed I will order them to change the 
nature created by Allah.” And whoever takes Shaytan as a 
protector instead of Allah, has surely suffered a manifest loss. 
He [Shaytan] makes promises to them, and arouses in them 
false desires; and Shaytan’s promises are nothing but 
deceptions.» [4:117-120] and, 


453 ot RUN ASA Heiskalp 


7 


<Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as protectors 
and helpers rather than Me?> {18:50} 


Ibrahim said to his father, 
<"O my father! Worship not Shaytan. Verily! Shaytan has been 
a rebel against the Most Beneficent (Allah) .’’> [19:44] 

Allah said, 
JU ad Ste SO AY Sac GS YL pic aes SS gel ST a> 

4B tH bye ts whet 

€Did I not ordain for you, O Children of Adam, that you 
should not worship Shaytan. Verily, he is a plain enemy to 


you. And that you should worship Me. That is a straight 
path.> [36:60-61] 


On the Day of Resurrection, the angels will proclaim, 
CEH pg RAEN Soll OS DES Haid me Gy ct ES 
Glorified be You! You are our Protector instead of them. Nay, 


but they used to worship the Jinn; most of them were believers 
in them. [34:41] 


This is why Allah said here, 
piss EM HEA 3 Ula 
<Yet, they join the Jinns as partners in worship with Allah, 
though He has created them .> (6:100], 


Alone without partners. Consequently, how is it that another 
deity is being worshipped along with Him? As Ibrahim said, 


Lee Be dere soe & “f 40 
480K 5 SG ah GR u aval Gp 
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¢‘Worship you that which you (yourselves) carve? While Allah 
has created you and what you make!’’> (37:95-96] 


Allah alone is the Creator without partners. Therefore, He Alone 
deserves to be worshipped without partners. Allah said next, 


theo 24 5 9 one Als SEa> 
¢And they Kharagu (attribute falsely) without knowledge, sons 
and daughters to Him.> 


Allah mentions the misguidance of those who were led astray 
and claimed a son or offspring for Him, as the Jews did with 
Uzayr, the Christians with Isa and the Arab pagans with the 
angels whom they claimed were Allah’s daughters. Allah is far 
holier than what the unjust, polytheist people associate with 
Him. The word, Kharaqti, means falsely attributed, invented, 
claimed and lied’, according to the scholars of the Salaf. 
Allah’s statement next, 


dag Js Karty 
<Be He Glorified and Exalted above (all) that they attribute to 
Him.> 
means, He is holier than, hallowed, and Exalted above the 


sons, rivals, equals and partners that these ignorant, misled 
people attribute to Him. 


KEE BG es SES GIK IB Sl 
4Qyru 3 


4101. He is the Badi’ (Originator) of the heavens and the earth. 
How can He have children when He has no wife? He created all 
things and He is the All-Knower of everything .> 


Meaning of Badi‘ 
CNG 525! Bhd 
¢He is the Badi’ of the heavens and the earth 


Meaning He originated, created, invented and brought them 
into existence without precedence, as Mujahid and As-Suddi 
said.'"! This is why the word for innovation - Bid‘ah - comes 


(1) At-Tabari 2:540. 
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pa BAH from it, because it is 
something that did 


go seesd 
Kes “ihe not have a 
4 58 4c y AEBS 33 34226 precedence. 
os - weSr3 f ce ae ee 4 pec at 
merit (SANTA tsps ASS SS DW SSS slp 
cere i denkls at ise 4158 ad 4h 7 


PAG eden ls S350? hier tle as 
ews eas \; 4 Kacthest; 55 ¢How can He have 
A AEO eet ate z children when He has no 
GasG 4 He cSSIN NSA wife?> 
fo7s Moet. ame 4¢-% |ifor the child is the 
Furth Sa easpe oo! offspring of two 
Se ee ai 5 GS compatible spouses. 


4 $509 Allah does not have 
Rae poor saad YG J EF JS eile oe an equal, none of His 


CS HSS le nhl Ke ai ee X |jereatures are similar 
see P ~- 4s, ||to Him, for He alone 
BEC SAS pS gor ees zal 4 

Sly gtd Sear dle 1K created the entire 


Bae edt ey gee Oe: vo i A id: 
ee 4 A og oe * ee {2 ZA creation. Allah said; 


iar 473% Pee w foul S> LBS = SH i ge 
ae! ame erie GS Sat usp 
EK Sa SOmiie ao PACH CORR 4654 Gh By AG 


CDS BYS? 
° a osstce Bar 154 


And th : 
aatteoroe foal a Sen ey Say 


‘‘The Most 
Beneficent (Allah) 
has begotten a son.” Indeed you have brought forth (said) a 
terrible evil thing.» (19:88-89], until, 


455 Gat & at aD 


€And everyone of them will come to Him alone on the Day of 
Resurrection .>[19:95]. 


tts sit Be Bh F Sb 
¢€He created all things and He is the All-Knower of 
everything .> 
He has created everything and He is All-Knower of all things. 


How can He have a wife from His creation who is suitable for 
His majesty, when there is none like Him? How can He have a 
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child then? Verily, Allah is Glorified above having a son. 
1 FE Bs Liat A Jeo HE aM Sy SKS I ew sS> 
r feaweed Atl 5 Sceh IX BS PONT 22555 ¥ Ghee} 
4102. Such is Allah, your Lord! None has the right to be 


worshipped but He, the Creator of all things. So worship Him 
(alone), and He is the Guardian over all things.> 


€103. No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all 
vision. He is the Most Subtle, Well-Acquainted (with all 
things) .> 


Allah is Your Lord 
Allah said, 
Kb, Hh eas 
Such is Allah, your Lord!> Who created everything and has 
neither a son nor a wife, 
Eset A Jee HS AY HD 
<None has the right to be worshipped but He, the Creator of all 
things. So worship Him,> 


Alone without partners, and attest to His Oneness, affirming 
that there is no deity worthy of worship except Him. Allah has 
neither descendants, nor acsendants, wife, equal or rival, 


4h sc4 an 4 SE sap 


¢And He is the Guardian over all things.» meaning, Trustee, 
Watcher and Disposer of affairs for all things in existence, 
giving them provisions and protection by day and night. 


Seeing Allah in the Hereafter 
Allah said, 


€3GNI ddd Yd 


No vision can grasp Him} in this life. The vision will be able to 
look at Allah in the Hereafter, as affirmed and attested to by 
the numerous Hadiths from the Prophet 3 through authentic 
chains of narration in the collections of the Sahihs, Musnad 
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and Sunan collections. As for this life, Masrdq narrated that 
‘A’ishah said, “Whoever claims that Muhammad #% has seen his 
Lord, will have uttered a lie against Allah, for Allah the Most 
Honored, says, 


CEST Ay 5 PANT thay IP 
«No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all 
vision pt! 
In the Sahih (Muslim) it is recorded that Abu Masa AI- 
Ash‘ari narrated from the Prophet 3, 


JEN Jab ay Oi iss Legh Jasds 6G OI BS V5 6G Y ar Sp 
: J 224% of ad ; , ad ed - aes yet Nees a “es 
SIV 8S 3h 5 5 See tn IS yal Joes «Job 
tall fo tha oly GANG gt SU 


‘Verily, Allah does not sleep and it does not befit His majesty 
that He should sleep. He lowers the scale (of everything) and 
raises it. The deeds of the day are ascended to Him before the 
night, and the deeds of the night before the day. His Veil is the 
Light - or Fire - and if He removes it (the veil), the Light of 
His Face will burn every created thing that His sight 
reaches .»!?1 


In the previous [revealed] Books there is this statement, 
“When Musa requested to see Him, Allah said to Musa: ‘O 
Musa! Verily, no living thing sees Me, but it dies and no dried 
things sees me, but it rolls up.’ ” Allah said, 


wore © See 
a Vf fre gee 


So ist Sé SOUS ts ony 35 es fice ye Ss 2 lp 

Cis ING sy 

<So when his Lord appeared to the mountain, He made it 

collapse to dust, and Musa fell down unconscious. Then when 

he recovered his senses he said: “Glory be to You, I turn to 

You in repentance and I am the first of the believers.’’> 

(7:143}. 

These Aydt, Hadiths and statements do not negate the fact 
"'! Fath ALBari 8:472, Muslim 1: 159, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 8 :441, An- 


Nasai in Al-Kubrd 6:335, Muslim 6: 49. 
21 Muslim 1: 162. 
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that Allah will be seen on the Day of Resurrection by His 
believing servants, in the manner that He decides, all the while 
preserving His might and grace as they are. 

The Mother of the Faithful, ‘A’ishah, used to affirm that 
Allah will be seen in the Hereafter, but denied that it could 
occur in this life, mentioning this Ayah as evidence, 


od rhe 3,7 85 


45M AS 35 SUNT teen dd Tp 
€No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision.> 


Her denial was a denial of the ability to encompass Him, 
meaning to perfectly see His grace and magnificance as He is, 
for that is not possible for any human, angel or anything 
created. Allah’s statement, 


ad - Pray yn 
42M AE ASP 
€but His grasp is over all vision.» means, He encompasses all 


vision and He has full knowledge of them, for He created them 
all. In another Ayah, Allah said; 


Should not He Who has created know? And He is the Most 
Subtle, Well Acquainted (with all things) .> [67:14] 


It is also possible that ‘all vision’ refers to those who have the 
vision. As-Suddi said that Allah’s statement, 


a Pa ‘ ~. 
50M AT AS SANT dey YP 
€No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all vision .> 


means, “Nothing sees Him (in this life), but He sees all 
creation.” Abu Al-‘Aliyah said that Allah’s statement, 


4555 Git 85> 
¢He is the Most Subtle, Well-Acquainted (with all things) .> 


means, “He is the Most Subtle, bringing forth all things, Well- 
Acquainted with their position and place.” Allah knows best. 
In another Ayah, Allah mentions Luqman’s advice to his son, 


AM a NeScal go N08 a KS WE pS IGE Hy TH Bd 
GOS s 4 404, Ese 3, 
(Hib GU dt GIy, ot 


<O my son! If it be (anything) equal to the weight of grain of 
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mustard seed, and though it be in a rock, or in the heavens or 

in the earth, Allah will bring it forth. Verily, Allah is Most 

Subtle, Well Acquainted> (31:16) 

Ki hts Gi oe eS LG tS Sw de Se OD 
COs A ety ans YS ea Gi HG Cope 

4104. Verily, Basd’ir (proofs) have come to you from your 

Lord, so whosoever sees, will do so for (the good of) himself, 


and whosoever blinds himself, will do so against himself, and I 
am not a Hafiz over you.> 


€105. Thus We explain variously the verses so that they (the 
disbelievers) may say: “You have Darasta (studied)’’ and that 
We may make the matter clear for the people who have 
knowledge .> 


The Meaning of Basd@’ir 


Basd@’ir are the proofs and evidences in the Qur’aén and the 


Message of Allah’s Messenger 3%. The Ayah, 
CEG al sD 


oe 


<so whosoever sees, will do so for (the good of) himself.> is similar 
to, 


i Ss OF 15 65 5 oA Of ital > 
<So whosoever receives guidance, he does so for the good of 


himself, and whosoever goes astray, he does so at his own 
loss.» [10:108} 


After Allah mentioned the Basd’ir, He said, 
And whosoever blinds himself, will do so against himself,> 
meaning, he will only harm himself. Allah said, 
Call gf Git J SG LON 25 IED 
<Verily, it is not the eyes that grow blind, but it is the hearts 
which are in the breasts that grow blind.> [22:46] 


dpnig Kae U t5> 
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¢€And I (Muhammad) am not a Hafiz over you.> 
neither responsible, nor a watcher over you. Rather, I only 
convey, Allah guides whom He wills and misguides whom He 
wills. Allah said, 
458i 3b LG 
<Thus We explain variously the verses...>[6:105}, 


meaning, just as We explained the Aydt in this Sarah, such as 
explaining Tawhid and that there is no deity worthy of worship 
except Allah. This is how We explain the Aydt and make them 
plain and clear in all circumstances, to suffice the ignorance of 
the ignorant; and so that the idolators and disbelievers who 
deny you say, ‘O Muhammad! You have Ddrasta with those 
who were before you from among the People of the Book and 
learned with them’. Ibn ‘Abbas, Mujahid, Said bin Jubayr and 
Ad-Dahbhak said similarly.!'! At-Tabarani narrated that ‘Amr 
bin Kaysan said that he heard Ibn ‘Abbas saying, “Ddrasta, 
means, ‘Tecited, argued and debated.’”?! This is similar to 
Allah’s statement about the denial and rebellion of the 
disbelievers, 
Wb Ei psn Oh ate ll aT dy Vy the gy LS Slt Sp 
fds Fat ak $3 a5 YES ca JL ey as, 
<Those who disbelieve say, ‘This (the Qur'an) is nothing but a 
lie that he has invented, and others have helped him at it, so 
that they have produced an unjust wrong (thing) and a lie.” 
And they say, “Tales of the ancients, which he has written 
down, and they are dictated to him morning and afternoon.’’> 
[25:4-5] 
Allah described the chief liar of the disbelievers [Al-Walid bin 
Al-Mughirah Al-Makhzumil, 


@ UDG Se eB AS SS Ob 2 Ok SF ak OO 3S AD 

<2) NSS hy Te 4 oe & Y Te 4 HS eg wt, Fs 
<Verily, he thought and plotted. So let him be cursed! How he 
plotted! And once more let him be cursed, how he plotted! Then 


(1) At-Tabari 12:27. 
(2) At-Tabarani 11:137. 
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he thought. Then he frowned and he looked in a bad tempered 
way. Then he turned back and was proud. Then he said, ‘This 
is nothing but magic from that of old. This is nothing but the 
word of a human being!"’} [74:18-25] 


Allah said next, 


¢And that We may make the matter clear for the people who 
have knowledge .> 


The Ayah means, so that We explain the matter to a people 
who know truth, and thus follow it, and know falsehood, and 
thus avoid it. Allah’s wisdom is perfect, He allows the 
disbelievers to stray, and He guides the people who have 
knowledge. Allah said in other Aydt, 


f, 2 ser a 
COS ny 5a Wee ew Std 


<By it He misleads many, and many He guides thereby.> 
[2:26], and; 


Aas ag ard 


<That He (Allah) may make what is thrown in by Shaytan a 
trial for those in whose hearts is a disease and whose hearts are 
hardened .> [22:53] and, 


7 4e 


res Pa 4 “7 x 44 ot be 
4 bie STE Gall 1) ail 15> 


wee 


¢And verily, Allah is the Guide of those who believe, to the 
straight path .> (22:54), 


Rew ore Bette Se fee, Foes eter We se 7] a a 
BN oll Saka YR gd Zh eke Ge Sa yt cel > 
Hike gaele. Vy pew. aie me GREGG. Giee. ae Mra citenae ARO go eee! Ge 
BE eth 3 ol SSRI, STG Sal oe Wh Gy CEN Gall ous Ces 
oo tae OR raed vo Suoo - we prre 7 goo & ney Goo 4 ree a TOE BY al ocd 
Vy 6) fh 8 A cas TE ye Of de as SE ly, af sh Be Gs 
14 
“ 
Tad 
<And We have set none but angels as guardians of the Fire, 
and We have fixed their number only as a trial for the 
disbelievers, in order that the People of the Scripture may arrive 


at a certainty and the believers may increase in faith, and that 
no doubts may be left for the People of the Scripture and the 
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believers, and that those in whose hearts is a disease (of 
hypocrisy) and the disbelievers may say, “What does Allah 
intend by this example?” Thus Allah leads astray whom He 
wills and guides whom He wills. And none can know the hosts 
of your Lord but He.> [74:31], and; 


ons Pa Seer te cia 03% Brore gw 7 rd seohee ote 
CHEE SY Salt Ag DG Se Seay the A il & I> 
¢And We send down in the Qur'an that which is a healing and 


a mercy to the believers, and it increases the wrongdoers in 
nothing but loss.> [17:82], and, 


Salk 35H ppt a ORV Cally tes GE Bee ehh BD 
Say, “It is for those who believe, a guide and a healing. And 
as for those who disbelieve, there is heaviness in their ears, and 
it is blindness for them. They are those who are called from a 
place far away." [41:44] : 
There are similar Aydt that testify that Allah sent down the 
Qur'an as guidance to those who fear Him and that He guides 
or misguides whom He wills by the Qur’an. 
CHE CGE gf Sth AWG ID & Hh od € gd 
4106. Follow what has been inspired (revealed) to you from 


your Lord, none has the right to be worshipped but He, and 
turn aside from the idolators.> 


4107. Had Allah willed, they would not have taken others 
besides Him in worship. And We have not made you Hafiz over 
them nor are you set over them to dispose of their affairs .> 


The Command to Follow the Revelation 


Allah commands His Messenger # and those who followed 
his path, 


CLG on IY ised © Bid 
¢Follow what has been inspired to you from your Lord,> 


meaning, follow it, obey it and act according to it. What has 
been revealed to you from your Lord is the Truth, no doubt, 
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and there is no deity worthy of worship except Him, 
CSET of Sab? 
<and turn aside from the idolators> meaning, forgive them, be 
forbearing and endure their harm until Allah brings relief to 
you, supports you and makes you triumphant over them. Know 
- O Muhammad 3% - that there is a wisdom behind misleading 
the idolators, and that had Allah willed, He would have directed 
all people to guidance, 
qIGal St ae > 
¢Had Allah willed, they would not have taken others besides 
Him in worship .> 
Allah’s is the perfect will and wisdom in all decrees and 
decisions, and He is never questioned about what He does, 
while they all will be questioned. Allah’s statement, 
das phe Aske 


¢And We have not made you Hafiz over them.> means, a watcher 
who observes their statements and deeds, . 


4S pi SI UP 
Nor are you set over them to dispose of their affairs.» or to control 
their provision. Rather, your only job is to convey, just as Allah 
said, 
4So remind them, you are only one who reminds. You are not 
a dictator over them .> {88:21-22] and, 
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eis chs it SE OD 
4Your duty is only to convey and on Us is the reckoning .> 
{13:40] 
AKG AG A fe bie AUS Mod & 364 I 
Sales OF ey AEG sted ag dF He 
4108. And insult not those whom they worship besides Allah, 


lest they insult Allah wrongfully without knowledge. Thus We 
have made fair seeming to each people its own doings; then to 
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their Lord is their return and He shall inform them of all that 
they used to do.> 


The Prohibition of Insulting the False gods of the 
Disbelievers, So that they Do not Insult Allah 


Allah prohibits His Messenger # and the believers from 
insulting the false deities of the idolators, although there is a 
clear benefit in doing so. Insulting their deities will lead to a 
bigger evil than its benefit, for the idolators might retaliate by 
insulting the God of the believers, Allah, none has the right to 
be worshipped but He. 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on this 
Ayah [(6:108]; “They (disbelievers) said, ‘O Muhammad! You 
will stop insulting our gods, or we will insult your Lord.’ 
Thereafter, Allah prohibited the believers from insulting the 
disbelievers’ idols, 

€pke pe Sie SIN Z25> 
dlest they insult Allah wrongfully without knowledge.p”™! 

‘Abdur-Razzaq narrated that Ma‘mar said that Qatadah said, 
“Muslims used to insult the idols of the disbelievers and the 
disbelievers would retaliate by insulting Allah wrongfully 
without knowledge. Allah revealed, 


ail 25 os S45 Sell 125 5p 
€And insult not those whom they worship besides Allah») 


On this same subject - abandoning what carries benefit to 
avert a greater evil - it is recorded in the Sahih that the 
Messenger of Allah 3 said, 


Ny Le 34 Shs 
«Cursed is he who insults his own parents!» 


They said, “O Allah’s Messenger! And how would a man insult 
his own parents?” He said, 
eal 25 Bf og teh oes eon of Len 
(1) At-Tabari 12:34. 
[2] ‘Abdur-Razzaq 2:215. 
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tHe insults a man's father, and that man insults his father, 
and insults his mother and that man insults his mother 0!" 
Allah’s statement, ; each eae 
44 ci KG ap 


Thus We have made fair seeming to each people its own 
doings ;> 
means, as We made fair seeming to the idolators loving their 
idols and defending them, likewise We made fair seeming to 
every previous nation the misguidance they indulged in. 
Allah’s is the most perfect proof, and the most complete . 
wisdom in all that He wills and chooses. 
Cited gs BD 
éthen to their Lord is their return,» gathering and final 
destination, 7 
Sglass HE te SSD 
éand He shall then inform them of all that they used to do.> 


He will compensate them for their deeds, good for good and 
evil for evil. 


2S 72, 


oe “Ge od oA ©, 34 of &, 
Uy wl de CL 


BR Rab Me ee of py Sis Ab aby 
Bay GR TUS Brahh otal CS honk ¥ ok | Gl AE 

Bie iG! 3 BG 57 
4109. And they swear their strongest oaths by Allah, that if 
there came to them a sign, they would surely believe therein. 


Say: “Signs are but with Allah and what will make you 
perceive that (even) if it came, they will not believe?”’> 


4110. And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away, as 
they refused to believe therein for the first time, and We shall 
leave them in their trespass to wander blindly .> 


Asking for Miracles and Swearing to Believe if They 
Come 

Allah states that the idolators swore their strongest oaths by 
Allah, 
"1 Fath ALBari 10:417. 
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CE ede oS 
<that if there came to them a sign...» a miracle or 
phenomenon, 


<they would surely believe therein.> affirming its truth, 
Gail ee EMT CH, BD 


Say: “Signs are but with Allah."’> [6:109) 


meaning: Say, O Muhammad # - to those who ask you for 
signs out of defiance, disbelief and rebellion, not out of the 
desire for guidance and knowledge - “The matter of sending 
signs is for Allah. If He wills, He sends them to you, and if He 
wills, He ignores your request.” Allah said next, 
4ah8 F Sch 6 El PRS usp 
And what will make you perceive that (even) if it came, they 
will not believe?> 
It was said that ‘you’ in ‘make you preceive’ refers to the 
idolators, according to Mujahid. In this case, the Ayah would 
mean, what makes you - you idolators — preceive that you are 
truthful in the vows that you swore? Therefore, in this 
recitation, the Ayah means, the idolators will still not believe if 
the sign that they asked for came. It was also said that ‘you’ 
in, ‘what will make you preceive’, refers to the believers, 
meaning, what will make you preceive, O believers, that the 
idolators will still not believe if the signs come. All&h also said, 


GaES 3 5 SE ace cp 
<‘What prevented you (O Iblis) that you did not prostrate, 
when I commanded you?"’> [7:12] and, 
Bch, 5 WEG 15 & a 
<And a ban is laid on every town (population) which We have 
destroyed that they shall not return (to this world again).> 
[21:95] 


These Aydt mean: ‘What made you, O Iblis, refrain from 
prostrating, although I commanded you to do so, and, in the 
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second Ayah, that village shall not return to this world again. 
In the Ayah above [6:109}, the meaning thus becomes: What 
makes you perceive, O believers, who wish eagerly for the 
disbelievers to believe, that if the Aydt came to them they 
would believe? 

Allah said next, 


GE BM aay ERIS shee Hea chy 
¢And We shall turn their hearts and their eyes away, as they 
refused to believe therein for the first time,> 


Al-‘Awfi said that Ibn ‘Abbas said about this Ayah, “When 
the idolators rejected what Allah sent down, their hearts did 
not settle on any one thing and they turned away from every 
matter (of benefit)."") Mujahid said that Allah’s statement, 


45 Aly eeaell t 2U55> 
¢and We shall turn their ines and their eyes away,> 
means, We prevent them from the faith, and even if every sign 
came to them, they will not believe, just as We prevented them 
from faith the first time. Similar was said by Tkrimah and 
‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said 
that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Allah mentions what the servants will 
say before they say it and what they will do before they do it. 
Allah said; 
443 3 jh cee > 
€And none can inform you like Him Who is the All-Knower.> 
[35:14] and, 


tS ACG S55 FE SS Sd 


<Lest a person should say, “Alas, my grief that I was undutiful 
to Allah.’’> [39:56] until, 


itil & SS Ge 3 aD 


<“If only I had another chance, then I should indeed be among 
the doers of good ."’> [39:58]. 


So Allah, glory be to Him, states that if they were sent back 


1) At-Tabari 12:44. 
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Bry pes VEY Cae to life, they would not 
CSI teal AUG | AE te sidance 

(SSS IV LMC, A | OO TS be oD 
es PUL ASS bz he C8 ib 


ZITA pec Getter ae te ee oe | <But if they were 
Sued leone robs y lobes returned, they would 


OPM MBG AES; Hy Jal | certainly revert to that 
1G eA Ge Bebe oh x 2 oe, gt || which they were forbid- 
PV eS V GMail sSe219Q9 | den. And indeed they 


Sererce er 


<< iy Alth Ata cee ser ye 
Piper Dip pak BUNS KE 5355 


rod 


SSeS lee seg 
be 


are liars.) [6:28] 
Allah said, 

52 SF aay 8 J 
¢And We shall turn 
their hearts and their 
eyes away (from gui- 


dance), as they refused 


e a oe it¢ x4 or Part ea oe Se, 
Beas pS Re ANS ATs OSSIAN tl 
EEA ad hdc ee Set Te rhea 
FORT SIA IETS Opi pro 


de ee serpe © 24,464 2t ae 
HO AN. 5 a Js Vis; 


“\ 
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tga va? a .&o ‘ rhe Fo 4 
ail ferme Hol can ZVI oe ASN abs 


FORT) SEV EBT SS 33 || to believe therein for the 
£s fea e te first time,> 


meaning: ‘If they were 


7 ohhh a%e -@ 7 7 gket 
RPS oral ATS YW Cen wo nery | 
Seebeck, 255 ace PPAR STON) sent back to this life, 

us they would be 


prevented from embracing the guidance, just as We prevented 
them from it the first time, when they were in the life of this 
world.” Allah said, 


483555 
<and We shall leave them...» and abandon them, 
<pgsisb a> 
¢in their trespass...> meaning, disbelief, according to Ibn ‘Abbas 


and As-Suddi. Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Ar-Rabi‘ bin Anas and Qatadah 
said that ‘their trespass’ means, ‘their misguidance’. 


Ssica 


Ml At-Tabari 12:45. 
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<to wander blindly} or playfully, according to Al-A‘mash. Ibn 
‘Abbas, Mujahid, Abu Al-‘Aliyah, Ar-Rabi‘, Abu Malik and 
others commented, “to wander in their disbelief.” 
UC eG at F 8 65 Sit ee ea a US EG wD 
4a ARES I ai AG AY Bag 
€111. And even if We had sent down unto them angels, and 
the dead had spoken unto them, and We had gathered together 
all things before them, they would not have believed, unless 
Allah willed, but most of them behave ignorantly.> 


Allah says: ‘Had We accepted what the disbelievers asked 
for,’ that is —- those who swore their strongest oaths by Allah 
that if a miracle came to them they would believe in it - ‘had 
We sent down angels,’ to convey to them Allah’s Message, in 
order to support the truth of the Messengers, as they asked, 
when they said, 


45-3 1s Sh ob 
¢or you bring Allah and the angels before (us) face to face.> 
[17:92] 
tsi 5ST IE BE SS IBD 
€They said: ‘We shall not believe until we receive the like of 


that which the Messengers of Allah had received.’> (6:124} 
and, 


“yee a 220 Oe, ne og Bee cree pte here ome Pee Pee 
oS SS FT Ce A tts ots Va 55 ep 


ERAS Ge $25 cyl 
<And those who expect not a meeting with Us said: ‘Why are 
not the angels sent down to us, or why do we not see our 


Lord?" Indeed they think too highly of themselves, and are 
scornful with great pride.> [25:21] 


Allah said, 
<Siil 22cksp 
and the dead had spoken unto them,> 


This is, to inform them of the truth of what the Messengers 
brought them; 
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455 1G mer4 6225 pis 5> 
dand We had gathered rts all ane before them,> 


before their eyes, as ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah and Al-‘Awfi reported 
from Ibn ‘Abbas. This is the view of Qatadah and ‘Abdur- 
Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. This Ayah means, if all nations 
were gathered before them, one after the other, and each one 
testifies to the truth of what the Messengers came with, 


45 TG S Yi Bes UR > 
<they would not have believed, unless Allah willed,> 
for guidance is with Allah not with them. Certainly, Allah 
guides whom He wills and misguides whom He wills, and He 
does what He wills, 
(OSE SG JE Vp 

4He cannot be questioned about what He does, while they will 

be questioned .> [21:23], 
This is due to His knowledge, wisdom, power, supreme 
authority and irresistibility. Similarly, Allah said, 


Ws & xe Jee oe fie 5 & 


a A 


Ogee J BS KSA ene Sas 5s ce ai Sy 
CQ Ni BGK 
<Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of your Lord 
has been justified, will not believe. Even if every sign should 
come to them, until they see the painful torment. (10:96-97] 
TAT SES opt Sy pS coh ell atl Ob Oe B3e os JA GLE ASG > 
J Sa tat ot) ts QE OG IS sc as ae Ss 


ssh A Ai35 25205 ws 


CHAE 26 WG 


a 


we OHS 


4112. And so We have appointed for every Prophet enemies - 
Shayatin among mankind and Jinn, inspiring one another with 
adorned speech as a delusion. If your Lord had so willed, they 
would not have done it; so leave them alone with their 
fabrications .> 

4113. And Tasghd to it that the hearts of those who do not 
believe in the Hereafter may incline to such (deceit), and that 
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they may remain pleased with it, and that they may commit 
what they are committing .> 


Every Prophet Has Enemies 
Allah says, just as We made enemies for you, O Muhammad, 
who will oppose and rebel against you and become your 
adversaries, We also made enemies for every Prophet who 
came before you. Therefore, do not be saddened by this fact. 
Allah said in other Aydt: 
its OS UES AS og 35 SS Say 
<Verily, Messengers were denied before you, but with patience 
they bore the denial, and they were hurt...> [6:34], and, 


(Ol oe JS as 15 OS oe LN Ja SO AG 
<Nothing is said to you except what was said to the Messengers 


before you. Verily, your Lord is the Possessor of forgiveness, 
and (also) the Possessor of painful punishment.> [41:43] and, 


fel 33 Ble ob Ki is WS> 
<Thus have We made for every Prophet an enemy among the 
criminals .> [25:31]. 

Waraqah bin Nawfal said to Allah’s Messenger #%, “None 
came with what you came with but he was the subject of 
enmity.”41! 

Allah’s statement, 

€.3fl abst> 
<Shayatin among mankind...> refers to, 
632 


éenemies...> meaning, the Prophets have enemies among the 
devils of mankind and the devils of the Jinns. The word, 
Shaytan, describes one who is dissimilar to his kind due to his 
or her wickedness. Indeed, only the Shaydtin, may Allah 
humiliate and curse them, from among mankind and the Jinns 
oppose the Messengers. ‘Abdur-Razziq said that Ma‘mar 


(1 Al-Bukhari no: 3 
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narrated that Qatadah commented on Allah’s statement, 
til axl GbSt> 
<Shayatin (devils) among mankind and Jinn...> 

“There are devils among the Jinns and devils among 
mankind who inspire each other.” 

Allah’s statement, 

BE Jed SES ti I ES odd 
<inspiring one another with adorned speech as a delusion .> 


means, they inspire each other with beautified, adorned 
speech that deceives the ignorant who hear it, 


he 
ES CS AE SS 


<If your Lord had so willed, they would not have done it ;> 


for all this occurs by Allah’s decree, will and decision, that 
every Prophet had enemies from these devils, 
4c U5 (SBD 
so leave them alone with their fabrications .> 
and lies. This Ayah orders patience in the face of the harm of 
the wicked and to trust in Allah against their enmity, jor, 
“Allah shall suffice for you (O Muhammad) and aid you 
against them.” Allah’s statement, . 
wh 445) Geaalsd 
¢And Tasgha to it.> 
means, according to Ibn ‘Abbas, “incline to it.”!!! 
45555, EB Y SS 15} 
the hearts of those who do not believe in the Hereafter...> 


their hearts, mind and hearing. As-Suddi said that this Ayah 
refers to the hearts of the disbelievers.!?! 


iSas> 
«And that they may remain pleased with it.> 


Ol at-Pabari 12:58 
(21 At-Tabari 12:59 
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they like and adore it. Only those who disbelieve in the 
Hereafter accept this evil speech, being enemies of the 
Prophets, etc., just as Allah said in other Aydt, 


qed Ne oI West oe BE Bode G Kyp 


¢So, verily, you (pagans) and those whom you worship (idols). 
Cannot lead astray. Except those who are predestined to burn in 
Hell!» (37:161-163] and, 


<Certainly,-you have different ideas. Turned aside therefrom is 
he is turned aside.> [51:8-9] 
__-~ Allah said; 
Cob bv Batts 
<And that they may commit what they are committing .> 
meaning, “let them earn whatever they will earn”, according to 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah who reported this from Ibn ‘Abbas."! As- 
Suddi and.Ibn Zayd also commented, “Let them do whatever 
they will do.” (1 
Mise aly VES IES Peat IB dl Bo me eh St SD 
4A G3 5 oh Jit Vis; fi, 
4114. [Say :] “Shall I seek a judge other than Allah while it is 
He Who has sent down unto you the Book, explained in detail." 
Those unto whom We gave the Scripture know that it is 
revealed from youy Lord in truth. So be not you of those who 
doubt .> 
€115. And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth 


and in justice. None can change His Words. And He is the All- 
Hearer, the All-Knower.> 


Allah tells His Prophet #% to say to these polytheists who 
worship others besides Allah, 
0) at-Tabari 12:59 
7) At-Tabari 12:60 
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4S gid 5 Haly 
<Shall I seek a judge other than Allah...» between you and I, 
Cait ES pea I Sl Bap 
qwhile it is He Who has sent down unto you the Book, 
— explained...) in detail, 

dand those unto whom We gave the Scripture> the Jews and the 
Christians, ; 
Ch 5 i A spp ~ 

<know that it is revealed from your Lord in truth.> 


because the previous Prophets have conveyed the good news of 
you coming to them. Allah’s statement, 


€So be not you of those who doubt.> is similar to His other 
statement, 
Si BOE Seal th oli yes Oh ae 5 OS 
(DUN & GK G5 op Si 
So if you are in doubt concerning that which We have revealed 
unto you, then ask those who are reading the Book before you. 


Verily, the truth has come to you from your Lord. So be not of 
those who doubt (it).> [10:94] 


The conditional ‘if in this Ayah does not mean that ‘doubt’ 
will ever occur to the Prophet  . Allah said, 


Migs big Gy BK 335 
<And the Word of your Lord has been fulfilled in truth and in 
justice.» 
Qatédah commented, “In truth concerning what He stated 


and in justice concerning what He decided.”!'! Surely, 
whatever Allah says is the truth and He is Most Just in what 


(1 At-Tabari 12:63 
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He commands. All of Allah’s statements are true, there is no 
doubt or cause for speculation about this fact, and all His 
commandments are pure justice, besides which there is no 
justice. All that He forbade is evil, for He only forbids what 
brings about evil consequences. Allah said in another Ayah, 


4 Col 2 ES GET, AE 
¢He commands them with good; and nea them from evil...> 
(7:157] until the end of the Ayah. 
40K) Jie I> 


«None can change His Words.) meaning, none can avert Allah’s 
judgment whether in this life or the Hereafter, 
<iatit 585 a> 
¢And He is the All-Hearer,> Hearing, His servants’ statements, 
€esil 
<The All-Knower.> of their activities and lack of activity, Who 
awards each according to their deeds. 


oe 


me oo oy Sar Tt oak A bat o BL Dire grade 
Ce OD ae 2 lh i AD 4 HaeE 
€116. And if you obey most of those on an earth, they will 


mislead you far away from Allah’s path. They follow nothing 
but conjecture, and they do nothing but lie.> 


€117. Verily, your Lord! It is He Who knows best who strays 
from His way, and He knows best the rightly guided .> 


Most People are Misguided 
Allah states that most of the people of the earth, are 
misguided. Allah said in other Ayat, 
4 Feat ais Js sahs> 
¢And indeed most of the men of old went astray before them.> 
[37:71] and, ; 
Wink, Coe MH Ail Real bi5> 


¢And most of mankind will not believe even if you eagerly 
desire it .>[12:103] 
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WEENIE ey ae They are misguided, 
AOR PS we Sages rr bp F454 Bee LL yet they have doubts 
rar rSyatle aul OTS 5 deb yl ; 

: ae = a St) : bY oe M3 about their way, and 
SL ZihS S15 SUS BIC SESE SI they rely on wishful 

os greg Ke Zee ‘os Oe t h i n k i n d 

PX cet SUES ort ae oe § an 
@) G23 Lypeel ge 2G le x gal yal delusions. 

AaAfie es es See Cary ee Ree yee see A one tae 2 nag 
PUSS AY ISS |e oy SST I cae yp 
Stn 7 7 t fete i A OPI, Pere - o ~ ¢ 

SESE D SrEleG aes tiniz Yi 
rd RT ars Ree nee : as Goa i$ 25) ache ait 22 ¢They follow nothing 
Ne Keay BAT EF rey ef || but conjecture, and they 
iS Sale es ieee do nothing but lie.» 

. o- Old ade id tad wf 2 OK Yh . 
He heh dCs bea Irhus, they fulfill 
Aimee 12, °% . cAee tee ce yee || Allah’s decree and 
AWS GE gt NS A (SU decision concerning 
Beery ‘ ete Ma saeee 33 them, 
volt ot 3 ve “ eae 4 4. eh, ws Ro “ya altel p> 
Vag abl pS pe pee WEIS BS or OR ai 
ae oe aa “ orien 48 itt 4 oe « = 
Sai B aLbGi AN Seas besa 

2 €It is He Who knows 


2 4 - Ay ta 
AALS Bho. Se BS 2 Sas NICE 
“ile Sony Galle BoE LaPAN IBA Wet aohig strays from His 
way.» and facilitates 


isle Ke to tac Jogeei 
that for him, 
CSG 9 Sod 


SR Sats Elec 
€And He knows best the rightly guided.» He facilitates that for 


them, all of them are facilitated for what He created them. 

sz & 48 Bee UL Ge eo, ane BS we o, of 4, g «Aa 
Ky Weak VK cs Woah wn AF oy ok HAS ip 
Bl OS 95 Sh Byes oY KE RE KS IG i ok a5 
tHe GY es il 


€118. So eat of that on which Allah’s Name has been 
mentioned, if you are believers in His Aydt.> 


€119. And why should you not eat of that on which Allah's 
Name has been mentioned, while He has explained to you in 
detail what is forbidden to you, except under compulsion of 
necessity? And surely, many do lead astray by their own 
desires through lack of knowledge. Certainly your Lord knows 
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best the transgressors .> 


Allowing What was Slaughtered in the Name of Allah 


This is a statement of permission from Allah, for His 
servants, allowing them to eat the slaughtered animals werein 
His Name was mentioned when slaughtering them. It is 
understood from it that He has not allowed that over which 
Allah’s Name was not mentioned when slaughtering. This was 
the practice of the pagans of Quraysh who used to eat dead 
animals and eat what was slaughtered for the idols. 

Allah next encourages eating from the meat of sacrificed 
animals on which His Name was mentioned upon 
slaughtering, 


4S FE DIS i oe A tS LE I i; 
€And why should you not eat of that on which Allah's Name 


has been mentioned, while He has explained to you what is 
forbidden to you...> 


meaning, He has explained and made clear to you what He 
has prohibited for you in detail, 


64 Bs op 
except under compulsion of necessity .> 


In which case, you are allowed to eat whatever you can find. 
Allah next mentions the ignorance of the idolators in their 
misguided ideas, such as eating dead animals and what was 
sacrificed while other than Allah’s Name was mentioned when 
slaughtering them. Allah said, 


€Gsiccih ET 3 O05 iy Sie Se Ug tal, SLi OF gy 


¢And surely, many do lead astray by their own desires through 
lack of knowledge. Certainly your Lord knows best the 
transgressors .> 


He has complete knowledge of their transgression, lies and 
inventions. 


Kat Ate ay Zoreae AN os a fy Tne op et pase 
qi apah UE u, aad. FM! SASS Sosit By s4Gk03 NT pet 1555 


€120. Leave sin, open and secret. Verily, those who commit sin 
will get due recompense for that which they used to commit.> 
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Mujahid said that, 
CAG By 5a 165 
<Leave evil, open and secret... 
refers to all kinds of sins committed in public and secret.!") 
Qatadah said that, 
CGS iNT sys 1855 
<Leave sin, open and secret...> 
encompasses sins committed in public and secret, whether few 
or many.! In another statement, Allah said, 
CEG G5 Oe AEC SH Gh oy BD 
¢Say: (But) the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are 
Al-Fawahish (evil sins) whether committed openly or secretly.> 
[7:33] 
This is why Allah said, 
463i YEG SS AM OLS all > 
<Verily, those who commit sin will get due recompense for that 
which they used to commit.> 


Whether the sins they committed were public or secret, Allah 
will compensate them for these sins. Ibn Abi Hatim recorded 
that An-Nawwas bin Sam‘an said, “I asked Allah’s Messenger 
##% about Al-lthm. He said, 


ele Zt ally Sf C455 Sie Gide & Yo 
‘The sin is that which you find in your heart and you dislike 
that people become aware of it.»'°! 
safe dy 58 8 auth 95 Bod My ok A SIG He GD 
CS KY AN a Shes 
4121. Eat not of that on which Allah’s Name has not been 


pronounced, for surely it is disobedience. And certainly, the 
Shayatin do inspire their friends to dispute with you, and if you 


(1) At-Tabari 12:73 
[21 At-Tabari 12:72 
3! Muslim 4:1980 
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obey them, then you would indeed be polytheists.> 


The Prohibition of what was Slaughtered in other than 
Allah’s Name 
This Ayah is used to prove that slaughtered animals are not 


lawful when Allah’s Name is not mentioned over them — even if 
slaughtered by a Muslim. The Ayah about hunting game, 


ike UG Ke Kw A> 
€So eat of what they (trained hunting dogs or birds of prey) 
catch for you, but pronounce the Name of Allah over it.} [5:4] 
supports this. The Ayah here emphasized this ruling, when 
Allah said, 
45-3 25> 
for surely it is disobedience .> 


They say that “it” refers to eating it, and others say that it 
refers to the sacrifice for other than Allah. There are various 
Hadiths that order mentioning Allah’s Name when slaughtering 
and hunting. The Hadith narrated by ‘Adi bin Hatim and Abu 
Tha‘labah (that the Prophet 2% said); 


chile Basle 5s ole dn 21 355 chet Gis ciosf ip 
‘When you send your trained hunting dog and mention Allah's 


Name on releasing it, then eat from whatever it catches for 
you.» 


This Hadith was collected in the Two Sahihs.'") The Rafi‘ bin 
Khadij narrated that the Prophet #% said; 
0155 le it 021 5555 gl ef vo 
“You can use what would make blood flow (i.e., slaughter) and 


you can eat what is slaughtered and the Name of Allah is 
mentioned at the time of slaughtering.» 


This Hadith was also collected in the Two Sahihs.! Ibn 
Mas‘id narrated that Allah’s Messenger #% said to the Jinns. 
eae ye wae fee arr 
ale hl pl 389 ple JS SU 


0) Fath AlBari 9 :524 and 9:137 and Muslim 3:1529 and 3:1532 
[2] Fath Al-Bari 9:546 and Muslim 3:1558 
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«(For food) you have every bone on which Allah's Name was 
mentioned on slaughtering.» Muslim collected this Hadith." 


Jundub bin Sufyan Al-Bajali said that the Messenger of 
Allah 3% said, 
tle S ah i go ssl We wh ols of BS ye 
tal eh ge 


‘Whoever slaughtered before he prayed (the ‘Id prayer), let him 
slaughter another sacrifice in its place. Whoever did not offer 
the sacrifice before we finished the prayer, let him slaughter and 
mention Allah’s Name.» The Two Sahihs recorded this 
Hadith.'?! 


The Devil’s Inspiration 
Allah said, 


er oy 8 trl 23 ooo oe 
4524 Syl dh Sed GST 55> 
<And certainly, the Shayatin do-inspire their friends to dispute 
with you,> 
Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Ishaq said that a man said 
to Ibn ‘Umar that Al-Mukhtar claimed that he received 


revelation. So Ibn ‘Umar said, “He has said the truth,” and 
recited this Ayah, 


<4 dy bt) GROOT Spd 
And certainly, the Shayatin do inspire their friends. ..>"! 

Abu Zamil said, “I was sitting next to Ibn ‘Abbas at a time 
when Al-Mukhtar bin Abi Ubayd was performing Hajj. So a 
man came to Ibn ‘Abbas and said, ‘O Ibn ‘Abbas! Abu Ishaq 
(Al-Mukhtar) claimed that he received revelation this night.’ 
Ibn ‘Abbas said, He has said the truth.’ I was upset and said, 


Tbn ‘Abbas says that Al-Mukhtar has said the truth?’ Ibn 
‘Abbas replied, There are two types of revelation, one from 


(1) Muslim 1:332 
[21 Fath ALBari 9:546 and Muslim 3:1551 
IS) Ibn Abi Hatim 4 :1379 


Stirah 6. Al-An‘dm (121) (Part-8) 453 


Allah and one from the devil. Allah’s revelation came to 
Muhammad 3, while the Shaytdn’s revelation comes to his 
friends.’ He then recited, 


€yal dy SAH auch 45> 

€And certainly, the Shayatin do inspire their friends...>""! 

We also mentioned Tkrimah’s commentary on the Ayah, 
bx J GS ok Sy HES odd 

<inspiring one another with adorned speech as a delusion .> 

Allah said next, 
Sued 
¢to dispute with you,> Ibn Jarir recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas 
commented; 


dak ai 21 SE IG VEE ip 
<Eat not of that on which Allah’s Name has not been mentioned...> 
until, 
<Susa> 
<...t0 dispute with you,> “The devils inspire their loyal 


supporters, ‘Do you eat from what you kill but not from what 
Allah causes to die?’ "2! 


As-Suddi said; “Some idolators said to the Muslims, ‘You 
claim that you seek Allah’s pleasure. Yet, you do not eat what 
Allah causes to die, but you eat what you slaughter?’ Allah 
said, 

sel 
¢and if you obey them...>, and eat dead animals, 
552i Kyp 
<then you would indeed be polytheists .>'*! 
Similar was said by Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak and several others 


(1) At-Tabari 12:86 
[2] At-Tabari 12:81 
(3! At-Tabari 12:81 
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among scholars of the Salaf.!”] 


Giving Preference to Anyone’s Saying Over the 
Legislation of Allah is Shirk 


Allah’s statement, 
ESE KS AEL Sd 
¢and if you obey them, then you would indeed be polytheists.> 


means, when you turn away from Allah’s command and 
Legislation to the saying of anyone else, preferring other than 
what Allah has said, then this constitutes Shirk. Allah said in 
another Ayah, 


458 ahs 8 OH cas sical Lap 


«They (Jews and Christians) took their rabbis and their monks 
to be their lords besides Allah .>(9:31] 


In explanation of this Ayah, At-Tirmidhi recorded that ‘Adi 
bin Hatim said, “O Allah’s Messenger! They did not worship 
them.” The Prophet #% said, 

peste WI ASE SIGN nate 12555 pA al ict me) lt 

rea 

tYes they did. They (monks and rabbis) allowed the 

impermissible for them and they prohibited the lawful for them, 

and tay followed them in that. That was their worship of 
them 1! 

hg AE ST 28 5 ay 8 8 Ns tah er x D 


€122. Is he who was dead, and We gave him life, and set for 
him a light, whereby he can walk among men - like him who is 
in the darkness from which he can never come out? Thus it is 


made fair seeming to the disbelievers that which they used to 
do.> 


I] At-Tabari 12:80 
2] Tunfat ALAhwadhi 8 :492 
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The Parable of the Disbeliever and the Believer 


This is an example that Allah has given of the believer who 
was dead, meaning, wandering in confusion and misguidance. 
Then, Allah brought life to him, by bringing life to his heart 
with faith, guiding him to it and guiding him to obeying His 
Messengers, 

oth osy oh) 03 WEED 
¢And set for him a light whereby he can walk amongst men. > 


for he became guided to where he should go and how to 
remain on the correct path. The light mentioned here is the 
Qur’én, according to Ibn ‘Abbas, as Al-‘Awfi and Ibn Abi 
Talhah reported from him.''! As-Suddi said that the light 
mentioned here is Islam.'*! Both meanings are correct. 


opine ee 
Kochi 9 AE SS> 


qLike him who is in the darkness) of ignorance, desires and 
various types of deviation, 


te gle Sid 


¢From which he can never come out?> for he is unable to find a 
way out from what he is in. In Musnad Ahmad, it is recorded 
that the Prophet # said; 


bp BS Gal 35 ead be pele Sep Fai oo HE GLE a Sp 
4S Abel 35 cdc 
‘Allah created creation in darkness, then He showered His 


Light upon them. Whoever was struck by that light is guided, 
whoever it missed is astray.»!*) 
Allah said in other Aydt, 
Bias iS <ul Gat jy ool Gs EK Gee call 45 
Ge eh WN CR ASI Coll Sy WN Se RA SA 
(1) At-Tabari 12:91. 
1 at-Tabari 12:91. 
(3) Anmad 2:176 
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¢Allah is the Guardian of those who believe. He brings them 
out from darkness into light. But as for those who disbelieve, 
their friends are Taghit, they bring them out from light into 
darkness. Those are the dwellers of the Fire, and they will abide 
therein reeks > (2:257], and 


fy Wet bie BES th ol wal ats & St 25 lp 


4Is he who walks prone on his face, more rightly Sided: or he 
who walks upright on the straight way?> [67:22], and 


4a HSE 655 8 lh GANG CAI iia Je > 
<The parable of the two parties is as the blind and the deaf and 
the seer and the hearer. Are they equal when compared? Will 
you not then take heed? [11:24], and, 


Wy thy edt Y, Ju SG Haat G ei es. oe ae Cates we oP 


% 


re 48 Sj 


<Not alike are the blind and the seeing. Nor are darkness and 
light. Nor are the shade and the sun's heat. Nor are the living 
and the dead. Verily, Allah makes whom He wills to hear, but 
you cannot make hear those who are in the graves. You are 
only a warner. {35:19-23] 


There are many other Aydt on this subject. We explained 
before why Allah mentioned the light in the singular sense and 
the darkness in the plural sense when we explained the Ayah 
at the beginning of the Sirah, 

4525 Sli Sey 
€And originated the darknesses and the light .> [6:1] 
Allah’s statement, 
4S BE 6 SpE GS LIE 
<Thus it is made fair seeming to the disbelievers that which 
they used to do.> 


means, We made their ignorance and misguidance appear fair 
to them, as Allah decreed out of His wisdom, there is no deity 
worthy of worship except Him alone without partners. 


cd oy Hog gt ts wu 
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or or of, 
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4123. And thus We have set up in every town great ones of its 
wicked people to plot therein. But they plot not except against 
themselves, and they perceive (it) not .> 


4124. And when there comes to them a sign they say: “We 
shall not believe until we receive the like of that which the 
Messengers of Allah received." Allah knows best with whom to 
entrust His Message. Humiliation and disgrace from Allah and 
a severe torment will overtake the criminals for that which they 
used to plot.» 


Evil Plots of the Leaders of the Criminals and their 
Subsequent Demise 


Allah says: Just as We appointed chiefs and leaders for the 
criminals who call to disbelief, hinder from the path of Allah, 
and oppose and defy you in your town, O Muhammad. Such 
was also the case with the Messengers before you, who were 
tested with the same. But the good end was always theirs.’ 
Allah said in other Aydt, 

23 


Cigtll 3 Ste ob Ki ts WG) 
€Thus have We made for every Prophet an enemy among the 
criminals .> [25:31] 
Allah said, 
And when We decide to destroy a town, We send a definite 
order to those among them who lead a life of luxury, and they 
transgress therein.» [17:16] 


meaning, We command them to obey Us, but they defy the 
command and as a consequence, We destroy them. It was also 
said that, “We send a definite order”, in the last Ayah means, 
“We decree for them,” as Allah stated here 
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Ga yend> 
<to plot therein .> 
Ibn Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas explained the Ayah 
¢...great ones of its wicked people to plot therein .> 
“We give the leadership to these wicked ones and they 
commit evil in it. When they do this, We destroy them with 


Our torment.” 
Mujahid and Qatadah said that in the Ayah, 


dang geal> 


€great ones> refers to leaders,!!! | say that this is also the 
meaning of Allah’s statements, 


take, gaye % o 4 3 heh ae |e 2 AS MAL re 
iF itis Dans .» ALI GG OMe Jy al os 05 9 a 


4Binicy 22 5 OEE iA Feet 
¢And We did not send a warner to a township, but those who 
were given the worldly wealth and luxuries among them, said: 
“We believe not in what you have been sent with." And they 
say: “We have too much wealth and too many children and we 
are not going to suffer punishment."> (34:34-35] 
And, 
Cy gel i US UE IE al ot Fo AS on CENT GD 
CPE oa 
<And similarly, We sent not a warner before you to any town 
but the luxurious ones among them said: ‘We found our 
fathers following a certain way and religion, and we will indeed 
follow their footsteps.”’> [43:23] 
Plot’ in the Ayah [6:123] refers to beautified speech and 
various actions with which the evil ones call to misguidance. 


Allah said about the people of Prophet Nuh, peace be upon 
him, 


(1 At-Tabari 12:94. 
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EGE (15> 
¢And they have plotted a mighty plot.> [71:22 | 
Allah said, 


ight USE dl I Bod BUY UES oh eT SS 
€6i55 


But if you could see when the wrongdoers will be made to 
stand before their Lord, how they will cast the (blaming) word 
one to another! Those who were deemed weak will say to those 
who were arrogant: “Had it not been for you, we should 
certainly have been believers.” And those who were arrogant 
will say to those who were deemed weak: “Did we keep you 
back from guidance after it had come to you? Nay, but you 
were criminals." Those who were deemed weak will say to those 
who were arrogant: “Nay, but it was your plotting by night 
and day, when you ordered us to disbelieve in Allah and set up 
rivals for Him!" [34:31-33]. 
Ibn Abi Hatim reported that Ibn Abi ‘Umar said that Sufyan 
said, “Every ‘plot’ mentioned in the Qur’an refers to actions.” 
Allah’s statement, 


62K G ppcth Vy gba > 
«But they plot not except against themselves, and they perceive 
(it) not.> 


means, the harm of their wicked plots, as well as misguiding 
those whom they lead astray, will only strike them. Allah said 
in other Aydt, 


Cra & IG Gt wip 


<And verily, they shall bear their own loads, and other loads 
besides their own .> [29:13] and, 


on A - 3 4 “Soe 
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And also of the burdens of those whom they misled without 
knowledge. Evil indeed is that which they shall bear!> [16:25]. 
Allah said; 
HIE ICIS BE od IMG tx eR GD 
¢And when there comes to them a sign they say: “We shall not 


believe until we receive the like of that which the Messengers of 
Allah received ."’> 


When there comes to them a sign they say, 
ISU BED 
<We shall not believe until we receive the like of that which 
the Messengers of Allah received." > 


until the angels bring us the Message from Allah, just as they 
brought it to the Messengers. In another Ayah, Allah said, 


€ 


4S BIKA CS I Gs age 5 os OG) 
<And those who expect not a meeting with Us said: “Why are 
not the angels sent down to us, or why do we not see our 
Lord?"> (25:21). 
Allah’s statement, 


qh, Jad Bs il ly 
Allah knows best with whom to entrust His Message .> 
means, He knows best with whom His Message should be 
given and which of His creatures are suitable for it. Allah said 
in other Aydt, 

45 255 5H A Bight GI os yoo & SCH ws YF AS GD 
€And they say: “Why is not this Qur’an sent down to some 
great man of the two towns?" Is it they who would portion out 
the mercy of your Lord? [43:31-32). 

They said, why was not this Qur’an revealed to a mighty, 
respectable leader, honored by us, 


€...from one of the two towns?> 


Of Makkah and At-Ta’if. This is because they, may Allah 
curse them, belittled the Messenger # out of envy, 
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transgression, rebellion and defiance. Allah described them, 
Fy Ce pe pte PK a RD Se h Se Abe te 
420) V5 ee oa OST AY GLE of A 15> 


€And when they see you, they only mock: “Is this the one 
whom Allah has sent as a Messenger?" [25:41] and 


(Kea SE AT BGT BLE Ly ie Ba BS yd 

CS 6 Soh Sos hs 
And when those who disbelieved see you, they only mock at 
you: “Is this the one who talks about your gods?" While they 


disbelieve at the mention of the Most Gracious (Allah).> 
[21:36], and, 


Fae feces ey so ae fae Re aus "le Ad a bee He 
SEO og WOU Gh Woe all GUS Ea ok JO), Teal aby > 


<Indeed Messengers were mocked before, but the scoffers were 
surrounded by that, whereat they used to mock.> [21:41] 


The Disbelievers Admit to the Prophet’s Nobility of 
Lineage 

The disbelievers did all of this although they admitted to the 
Prophet's virtue, honorable lineage, respectable ancestry and 
purity of household and upbringing, may Allah, His angels, 
and the believers send blessings upon him. The disbelievers 
used to call the Prophet 2, before he received revelation, ‘Al- 
Amin’ - the Truthful. The leader of the Quraysh disbelievers, 
Abu Sufyan, had to admit to this fact when Heraclius, emperor 
of Rome, asked him, “How honorable is his (the Prophet’s) 
ancestral lineage among you?” Abu Sufyaén answered, “His 
ancestry is highly regarded among us.” Heraclius asked, “Do 
you find that he lied, before he started his mission?” Abu 
Sufyan replied, “No.” The emperor of Rome relied on the honor 
and purity of the Prophet # to recognize the truth of his 
prophethood and what he came with. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Wathilah bin Al-Asqa‘ said that 
the Messenger of Allah # said, 


Bs i het i be holy ejety pats as + thoi a Sp 
ie Bboy tS AG be thoy bs Sts sf Ahoy 


Saad 
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‘Verily, Allah has chosen Isma’il from the offspring of Ibrahim, 
Bani Kinanah from the offspring of Isma‘il, Quraysh from Bani 
Kinanah, Bani Hashim from Quraysh and, He has chosen me 
from Bani Hashim.»!"| 

Muslim recorded this Hadith.'?! Al-Bukhari recorded that 

Abu Hurayrah said that the Messenger of Allah # said, 


Pod 


U5 ES gil oh Sp Cit JS OB OS FT Bash 3S i Eh 
«I! was chosen from a succession of the best generations of the 
Children of Adam, until the generation I was sent in.»!°) 
Allah’s said, 
Sak Biles Af Lee Je WHT Sl yates 
<Humiliation and disgrace from Allah and a severe torment will 
overtake the criminals...> 


This is a stern threat and sure promise from Allah for those 
who arrogantly refrain from obeying His Messengers and 
adhering to what they came with. On the Day of Resurrection, 
they will suffer humiliation and eternal disgrace before Allah, 
because they were arrogant in the worldly life. This is why it is 
befitting that they earn disgrace on the Day of Resurrection. 
Allah said in another Ayah, 


<Verily, those who scorn My worship, they will surely enter 
Hell in humiliation! [40:60] 
disgrace and dishonor. Allah said next, 
CK BE Sd Sas 
<and a severe torment for that which they used to plot.> 


Since plotting usually takes place in secret and involves 
treachery and deceit, the disbelievers were recompensed with 
severe torment from Allah on the Day of Resurrection, as a 
just reckoning, 


40h aS Au > 
(1 Ahmad 4:107. 


[2] Muslim 4 :1682. 
3] Fath Al-Bari 6 :653. 
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Day.of Resurrection, and it will say; ‘This is the treacherous plot of 
so-and-so, son of so-and-so, son of so-and-so. ,»!"| 
The wisdom in this is that since a plot occurs in secret, and 
people are usually unaware of it, then on the Day of 
Resurrection the plot itself will become public news testifying 
to the actions of those who committed it. 
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4125. And whomsoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his 
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breast to Islam; and whomsoever He wills to send astray, He 
makes his breast closed and constricted, as if he is climbing up 
to the sky. Thus Allah puts the wrath on those who believe 
not .> 
Allah said, 
Coil is GB Kab J at ag ap 
<And whomsoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his breast to 
Islam ;> 
He makes Islam easy for him and strengthens his resolve to 
embrace it, and these are good signs. Allah said in other Aydt, 
4H ob bE 5b AY bis il Sap 
<Is he whose breast Allah has opened to Islam, so that he is in 
light from His Lord (as he who is a non-Muslim)?> [39:22] 
and, 


<But Allah has endeared the faith to you and has beautified it 
in your hearts, and has made disbelief, wickedness and 
disobedience hated by you. Such are they who are the rightly 
guided .> [49:7] 
Ibn ‘Abbas commented on Allah’s statement, 
<And whomsoever Allah wills to guide, He opens his breast to 
Islam ;>, 

“Allah says that He will open his heart to Tawhid and faith 
in Him.”"! This is the same as was reported from Abu Malik 
and several others, and it is sound. 

Allah’s statement, 

des Ee Hie Kad hae S52 oS 
¢and whomsoever He wills to send astray, He makes his breast 
closed and constricted ,> 


|) Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 3 :356 
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refers to inability to accept guidance, thus being deprived of 
beneficial faith. : - 
4a 9 1k Cle 


¢...as if he is climbing up to the sky.» because of the heaviness 
of faith on him. Sa‘id bin Jubayr commented that in this case, 
“(Islam) finds every path in his heart impassable.” "! 

Al-Hakam bin Aban said that Tkrimah narrated from Ibn 
‘Abbas that he commented on: 


Cia ja Clee 


<...as if he is climbing up to the sky>, 

“Just as the Son of Adam cannot climb up to the sky, 
Tawhid and faith will not be able to enter his heart, until 
Allah decides to allow it into his heart.”!?! 

Imam Abu Ja‘far bin Jarir commented: “This is a parable 
that Allah has given for the heart of the disbeliever, which is 
completely impassable and closed to faith. Allah says, the 
example of the disbeliever’s inability to accept faith in his 
heart and that it is too small to accommodate it, is the 
example of his inability to climb up to the sky, which is 
beyond his capability and power.”*! He also commented on 
Allah’s statement, 


Kt IN & cl SI ck Gey 
Thus Allah puts the Rijs (wrath) on those who believe not.> 


“Allah says that just as He makes the heart of whomever He 
decides to misguide, closed and constricted, He also appoints 
Shaytdadn for him and for his likes, those who refused to believe 
in Allah and His Messenger. Consequently, Shaytdn lures and 
hinders them from the path of Allah.”4! ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah 
reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that, Rijs, refers to Shaytan,|5l 
while Mujahid said that it refers to all that does not contain 
goodness.'©] ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam said that, 


(WY At-Tabari 12:105 
(2) Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 3 :356 
(3) At-Tabari 12:109 
(41 At-Tabari 12:110 
IS! At-Tabari 12:111 
6] At-Tabari 12:111 
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Rijs, means, ‘torment’. 
he SON 36 A BOSS pa ol US Se & be isp 
CGE WE Gy AH Fe 
€126. And this is the path of your Lord leading straight. We 
have detailed Our Ayat for a people who take heed .> 


€127. For them will be the abode of peace with their Lord. And 
He will be their Wali because of what they used to do.> 


After Allah mentioned the way of those who were themselves 
led to stray from His path and who hindered others from it, 
He emphasized the honor of the guidance and religion of truth 
that He sent His Messenger with. Allah said next, 


dist H bine 85> 
¢And this is the path of your Lord leading straight.> 


that is, Islam, that We have legislated for you, O Muhammad, 
by revealing this Qur’an to you, is Allah’s straight path. 


4555 SS S> 
<We have detailed Our Ayat...> 
We have explained the Aydt and made them clear and plain, 
dips > 
¢for a people who take heed» those who have sound 
comprehension and understand what Allah and His Messenger 
convey to them, 
¢ Sal 55 AD 
<For them will be the abode of peace> Paradise, 
4435 Led 
«with their Lord.) on the Day of Resurrection. Allah described 
Paradise as ‘the abode of peace’, because its residents are safe 
due to their access to the straight path, which conforms to the 


way of the Prophets. And just as their way was not wicked, they 
earned the abode of peace [which is free from all wickedness]. 


4435 35 


<And He will be their Walid Protector, Supporter and Helper, 
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discs HE ed 
¢because of what they used to do,» As reward for their good deeds, 


Allah has favored them and been generous with them, and 
awarded them Paradise. 


wll & BOs 16 cyl & Set 6 ft es ee ee 

CT Go Gut SE FN JE SES all OI ahs I 
€128. And on the Day when He will gather them together (and 
say): “‘O you assembly of Jinn! Many did you mislead of men," 
and their friends among the people will say: “Our Lord! We 
benefited one from the other, but now we have reached our 
appointed term which You did appoint for us." He will say: 
“The Fire be your dwelling place, you will dwell therein 


forever, except as Allah may will. Certainly your Lord is All- 
Wise, All-Knowing ."> 


Allah says, ‘Mention, O Muhammad, in what you convey and 
warn,’ that, 


4% ch AS Eid 
¢on the Day when He will gather them (all) together .> 


gather the Jinns and their loyal supporters from mankind who 
used to worship them in this life, seek refuge with them, obey 
them and inspire each other with adorned, deceitful speech. 
Allah will proclaim then, 


Geol 55 BREA Soll csp 


<€O you assembly of Jinn! Many did you mislead of men,} So 
the Ayah; 


Coal G ASE Sp . 
<Many did you mislead of men} refers to their misguiding and 
leading them astray. Allah also said; 
My Geind Se SS Ay Sue Wes YS fst ges SG aged ot > 
<Did I not command you, O Children of Adam, that you 
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should not worship Shaytan. Verily, he is a plain enemy to 
you. And that you should worship Me. That is the straight 
path. And indeed he (Shaytan) did lead astray a great multitude 
of you. Did you not, then, understand?> [36:60-62], and 


th, Ck ELI Gol gs Aas Jp 


dand their friends among the people will say: “Our Lord! We 
benefited one from the other...”’) 


The friends of the Jinns among humanity will give this 
answer to Allah, after Allah chastises them for being 
misguided by the Jinns. Al-Hasan commented, “They benefited 
from each other when the Jinns merely commanded and 
mankind obeyed.” !! 

Ibn Jurayj said, “During the time of Jdhiliyyah, a man would 
reach a land and proclaim, 1 seek refuge with the master 
(Jinn) of this valley,’ and this is how they benefited from each 
other. They used this as an excuse for them on the Day of 
Resurrection.”"! Therefore, the Jinns benefit from humans 
since humans revere the Jinns by invoking them for help. The 
Jinns would then proclaim, “We became the masters of both 
mankind and the Jinns.” 


z. 


4 ES coal COS tat5> 


<but now we have reached our appointed term which You did 

appoint for us.> 
meaning, death, according to As-Suddi. 

GEE 28 S6D 
¢He (Allah) will say: “The Fire be your dwelling place...’ 
where you will reside and live, you and your friends, 
ta as 
€you will dwell therein forever.> 
and will never depart except what Allah may will. 
CLK WE oy C5 abit 3a 3 cS 

" Ad-Durr Al-Manthar 3 :357 
1 at-Tabari 12:116 
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€129. And thus We do make the wrongdoers supporters of one 
another, because of that which they used to earn.> 


The Wrongdoers Are the Supporters of Each other 


Ma‘mar said that Qatadah commented on this Ayah, “Allah 
makes the wrongdoers supporters for each other in the Fire by 
following one another into it.” "! ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin 
Aslam commented on Allah’s statement, 


ES Salil 2S J} H185> 


And thus We do make the wrongdoers supporters of one 
another .> 


“It refers to the wrongdoers of the Jinns and mankind.”*! He 
then recited, 
CG) A 58 OS A Ss ot AS ot 
And whosoever turns away blindly from the remembrance of 
the Most Gracious (Allah), We appoint for him Shaytan to be a 
companion to him .>[43:36] 


He said next - concerning the meaning of the aii “We 
appoint the wrongdoer of the Jinns over the wrongdoer of 
mankind.” A poet once said, “There is no hand, but Allah’s 
Hand is above it, and no wrongdoer but will be tested by 
another wrongdoer.” 

The meaning of this honorable Ayah thus becomes: ‘Just as 
We made this losing group of mankind supporters of the Jinns 
that misguided them, We also appoint the wrongdoers over 
one another, destroy them by the hands of one another, and 
take revenge from them with one another. This is the just 
recompense for their ae and his nasa: , 


dy Sats gon peak ode Ks ts SE St ay ht is 
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€130. O you assembly of Jinn and humans! “Did not there 


0] ‘Abdur-Razzaq 2 :218 
(2) At-Tabari 12:119 
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come to you Messengers from amongst you, reciting unto you 
My verses and warning you of the meeting of this Day of 
yours?” They will say: “We bear witness against ourselves.” It 
was the life of this world that deceived them. And they will bear 
witness against themselves that they were disbelievers.> 


Chastising the Jinns and Humans after their Admission 
that Allah Sent Messengers to Them 

Allah will chastise the disbelieving Jinns and humans on the 
Day of Resurrection, when He asks them, while having better 
knowledge, if the Messengers delivered His Messages to them, 


Ks ks KE Ht yt Ml js 
<“O you assembly of Jinn and humans! Did not there come to 
you Messengers from among you?’’> 


We should note here that the Messengers are from among 
mankind only, not vice versa, as Mujahid, Ibn Jurayj and 
others from the Imams of Salaf and later generations have 
stated.!"] The proof for this is that Allah said, 


Case & GHG ob EN Ay tat Hp 
<Verily, We have sent the revelation to you as We sent the 
revelation to Nuh and the Prophets after him.> [4:163], 
until, 

Chel 58 2S TG old 3% 4 G55 G AE Sd 
Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of warning in 
order that mankind should have no plea against Allah after the 
(coming of) Messengers .> (4:165] 

Allah said, concerning the Prophet Ibrahim, 
45 GM AS g Cs 
<€And We ordained among his offspring prophethood and the 
Book) [29:27], 


thus sending the prophethood and the Book exclusively 
through the offspring of the Prophet Ibrahim. No one has 


0) At-Tabari 12 :122 
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claimed that there were Prophets from among the Jinns before 
the time of Ibrahim, but not after that. Allah said, 


C3001 5 52:55 tat oh 4 aol & iS Ci > 
<And We never sent before you any of the Messengers but 
verily, they ate food and walked in the markets.> [25:20], and, 


Ceci SNS dh od VE VL GG & CA top 
<And We sent not before you any but men unto whom We 
revealed, from among the people of townships.> [12:109] 


Therefore, concerning prophethood, the Jinns follow mankind 
in this regard and this is why Allah said about them, 
*. iY SD Pew OT wee fer e ry SIE AR were ey 
Bs Geb CE al OI ayes OS acral Sts oll Oi ae Tie a> 
Sel Oia wy at & UA ee Gs fy Es NE Mw es A 


Ht ow 15 ol os Ved Cet Beet gb db Sail dy waz ati 
3h Bos 4 OA eG SH KB a es 
(Band 4S 3 GAAS 6h oe A ots NT 


<And (remember) when We sent towards you a group of the 
Jinn, listening to the Qur'an. When they stood in the presence 
thereof, they said: “Listen in silence!" And when it was 
finished, they returned to their people, as warners. They said: 
“O our people! Verily, we have heard a Book sent down after 
Misa, confirming what came before it, it guides to the truth 
and to the straight way. O our people! Respond to Allah's 
caller, and believe in him. He (Allah) will forgive you your 
sins, and will save you from a painful torment (i.e. Hell-fire). 
And whosoever does not respond to Allah's caller, he cannot 
escape on earth, and there will be no helpers for him besides 
Allah. Those are in manifest error.» [46:29-32] 


A Hadith collected by At-Tirmidhi stated that the Messenger 
of Allah #¢ recited Surat Ar-Rahmadn, to these Jinns, in which 
Allah said, 


We shall attend to you, O you two classes (Jinn and men)! 
Then which of the blessings of your Lord will you both (Jinn 
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meaning, we affirm 
CRON oaja2 ROAM 33 ||that the Messengers 
=a have conveyed Your 
Messages to us and warned us about the meeting with You, 
and that this Day will certainly occur. Allah said next, 


4G ai 228555 
¢It was the life of this world that deceived them.> and they wasted 
their lives and brought destruction to themselves by rejecting 


the Messengers and denying their miracles. This is because they 
were deceived by the beauty, adornment and lusts of this life. 


pet & 4,55) 
€And they will bear witness against themselves> on the Day of 
Resurrection, 


(1 Tyhfat Al-Ahwadhi 9 :177 
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yaks HE 54> 


¢that they were disbelievers...» in this worldly life, rejecting what 
the Messengers, may Allah’s peace and blessings be on them, 
brought them. 
Gs i553 Jay aks a ea ae OS KG J A ety 
CwOte Se ph Ty the 
4131. This is because your Lord would not destroy the 
(populations of) towns for their wrongdoing while their people 
were unaware .> 


4132. For all there will be degrees according to what they did. 
And your Lord is not unaware of what they do.> 
Allah said, 
Pe Wet 3 “ane os ode 


arses Gia LM Sat ays OS KG AS Gat 
oe ad 


€This is because your Lord would not destroy the (populations 
of) towns for their wrongdoing while their people were 
unaware .> 


meaning: ‘We sent the Messengers and revealed the Books to 
the Jinns and mankind, so that no one has an excuse that he 
is being punished for his wrongs although he did not receive 
Allah’s Message. Therefore, We did not punish any of the 
nations, except after sending Messengers to them, so that they 
have no excuse.’ Allah said in other Aydt, 


458 Ga EY AS > 


¢And there never was a nation but a warner had passed among 
them .> [35:24], and 


a nuiil FG al bat AS gl Jee 3 Ce i> 
¢And verily, We have sent among every Ummah a Messenger 


(proclaiming): “Worship Allah, and stay away from At-Taghit 
(all false deities)."> [16:36], and 


ths £5 & ale © wo > 


¢And We never punish until We have sent a Messenger.> 
{17:15], and, 
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COG EL SLY Dok Ke ai HE At Be al chy 
<Every time a group is cast therein, its keeper will ask: “Did 
no warner come to you?" They will say: ‘Yes, indeed a warner 

did come to us, but we belied him.”’> [67:8-9] 
There are many other Aydt on this subject. At-Tabari said, 
“Allah’s statement, , Peer 
Cbs i Ess JEay> 


<For all there will be degrees te to what they did.> 


means, every person who obeys Allah or behaves disobediently, 
has grades and ranks according to their works, which Allah 
gives them as recompense, good for good and evil for evil.” I 
say, it is possible that Allah’s statement, 


» a3 44. 


is Gs E353 Jaay> 
<For all there will be degrees ee to what they did.> 


refers to the disbelievers of the Jinns and mankind who will 
earn a place in the Fire according to their evil deeds. Allah 


said, ape eel: 
dake KS Sip 
¢He will say: “For each one there is double (torment).’’>[7:38), 
and, 


«Those who disbelieved and hinder (others) from the path of 
Allah, for them We will add torment to the torment because 
they used to spread corruption.> [16:88] 
Allah said next, 
45K ~ CS jad ae Hd ES o5> 


€And your Lord is not unaware of what they do.> 
Ibn Jarir commented, “All these deeds that they did, O 
Muhammad, they did while your Lord is aware of them, and 
He collects and records these deeds with Him, so that He 
recompenses them when they meet Him and return to Him.”!! 


1) At-Tabari 12:125 
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pled ee AP ae ¥" CSS oy Geet Bat <i; 


WB Sgpat, 2! t oF yy G — Wa,ae 2 3 at SG 
at tas 3 jase FOS SS Soe iy eat G We SS 


y 4% 


4Bituet Bl 2 


4133. And your Lord is Al-Ghani, full of mercy; if He wits, 
He can destroy you; and in your place make whom He wills as 
your successors, as He raised you from the seed of other 


people.> 


€134. Surely, that which you are promised, will verily come to 
pass, and you cannot escape.> 


€135. Say: “O my people! Work according to your way, 
surely, I too am working, and you will come to know for which 
of us will be the (happy) end in the Hereafter. Certainly the 
wrongdoers will not be successful."> 


If They Disobey, They Will Perish 
Allah said, 
4655 
¢€And your Lord...>, OQ Muhammad, 
std 
¢is Al-Ghani> 


Rich, free from needing His creatures in any way or form, 
while they stand in need of Him in all situations, 


in s5t SD 
¢full of mercy ;> towards creation. Allah said in another Ayah, 
eS 5st) ch hyp 


<Truly, Allah is full of kindness, the Most Merciful towards 
mankind .> [2:143} 


Geant Hh pd 


¢if He wills, He can destroy you.» if you defy His 
commandments, 
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EE East . GED 
¢And in your place make whom He wills as your successors,> 
who behave obediently, 
Ry EN 23 53 oi KAD TS} 
¢As He raised you from the seed of other people.> 


and surely, He is able to do this, and it is easy for Him. And 
just as Allah has destroyed the earlier nations and brought 
their successors, He is able to do away with these generations 
and bring other people in their place. Allah has also said; 
CGS OS & 5G Sse obs AOI Gl eat (5 yp 


<If He wills, He can take you away, O people, and bring 
others. And Allah is Ever Capable over that.> [4:133], 


peek 16 of OAS tat iG Sy Tea A AGT Cle > 


(Oye FBG Ore os 


€O mankind! It is you who stand in need of Allah. But Allah 
is Rich (free of all needs), Worthy of all praise. If He willed, He 
could destroy you and bring about a new creation. And that is 
not hard for Allah.> [35:15-17], 


and, 
<I BS 9 Ri OF Is US ys Hi 2 gat Gp 


<But Allah is Rich (free of all needs), and you are poor. And if 
you turn away, He will exchange you for some other people and 
they will not be your likes.> [47:38]. 


Muhammad bin Ishaq said that Ya‘qdb bin Utbah said that 
he heard Aban bin Uthman saying about this Ayah, 


€_SK 45 3655 vi EG! US 
€As He raised you from the seed of other people.> 


“The seed’ means the offspring and the children.”'! Allah’s 
statement, 


(1) Ad-Durr Al-Manthur 3 :361 
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Mapu, wa GS 3 LB Gy > 
Surely, that which you are promised, will verily, come to pass 
and you cannot escape.> 
means, tell them, O Muhammad, that what they have been 
promised of Resurrection will surely occur, 
tigut, 21 5 
and you cannot escape.» from Allah. Rather, He is able to 
resurrect you even after you become dust and bones. Certainly, 
Allah is able to do all things and nothing ever escapes His 
power. 
Allah said; 
Kcsits O58 Bce  ase U B 
€Say: “O my people! Work according to your way, surely, I 
foo am working and you will come to know.” 
This contains a stern warning and a sure promise, saying; 
remain on your way, if you think that you are rightly guided, 
~-for I will remain on mine. Allah said in another Ayah, 
(Diss G ih Bole d KK Gust gs oi SD 
«And say to those who do not believe: ‘‘Act according to 
Makanatikum, We are acting (in our way). And you wait! We 
(too) are waiting .”> [11:121-122]. 
‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that, 


KK & 
according to Makanatikum...) means, your way." 
disuiil ah VG Gl ae ASS & ALS 5p 
<And you will come to know for which of us will be the (happy) 
end in the Hereafter. Certainly the wrongdoers will not be 
successful> [6:135], 
You will come to know if the happy end will be mine 
(Muhammad’s) or yours (the disbelievers). Allah has indeed 
kept His promise and allowed Muhammad 3 to prevail in the 


(1) At-Tabari 12:129 
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land and rise above those who defied him. He conquered 
Makkah for him and made him triumphant over his people who 
rejected and showed enmity towards him. The Prophet’s mule 
soon spread over the Arabian Peninsula, Yemen and Bahrain, 
and all this occurred during his lifetime. After his death, the 
various lands and provinces were conquered during the time of 
his successors, may Allah be pleased with them all. Allah also 
said, 
COhe 6} BO) v5 GAN at ey 

Allah has decreed: ‘‘Verily, it is I and My Messengers who 

shall be the victorious." Verily, Allah is All-Powerful, 

Almighty.> [58:21] 

a Te LGN oe os CST wal 4 Yor NG Cy 1A Gp 

CDM 2 p45 SM ay Sass Seta 

<Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our Messengers and 

those who believe in this world’s life and on the Day when the 

witnesses will stand forth. The Day when their excuses will be 


of no profit to the wrongdoers. Theirs will be the curse, and 
theirs will be the evil abode.} [40:51-52] 


and, 
(GAH Ce BM SHS by BIg CE UD 
<And indeed We have written in the Zabiir after the Dhikr'! 
that My righteous servants shall inherit the land .> [21:105] 


“  «f ¢ ie iJ 

3B Dies Gf 9) 18 5S Ye Oe BHA ss 
(Borbk b de yet 4 Ls 

€136. And they assign to Allah a share of the tilth and cattle 

which He has created, and they say: “This is for Allah," 

according to their claim, “and this is for our partners." But the 


share of their “‘partners" reaches not Allah, while the share of 
Allah reaches their “‘partners"! Evil is the way they judge!> 


"! There are different explanations of this Ayah. See the Tafsir of Strat 
AL-Anbiyd’ no. 105 for its commentary. 


SS 


Stirah 6. Al-An‘am (136) (Part-8 479 


Some Acts of Shirk 


Allah chastises and criticizes the idolators who invented 
innovations, Kufr and Shirk, and called on partners and rivals 
with Allah among His creation, although He created every 
thing, all praise is due to Him. This is why Allah said, 


E155 es & Wess> 
<And they assign to Allah from that which He has created, > 
tai => 
<of the tilth>) meaning, fruits and produce, 
45 A> 
<and of the cattle a share> meaning a part and a section. 
CCE 155 Spt, A OG Yai 


¢and they say: “This is for Allah,” according to their claim, 
“and this is for our partners.”> 


Allah said next, 
Si Set 3 A SE G5 it 4 18 5S Hd CE Sp 


C4 1% “f 


<But the share of their partners" reaches not Allah, while the 
share of Allah reaches their “‘partners" !> 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah and Al-‘Awfi narrated that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said; “When they, the enemies of Allah, would cultivate the 
land or collect produce, they would assign a part of it to Allah 
and another part to the idol. They would keep the share for 
the idol, whether land, produce or anything else, and preserve 
its division to such an extent that they would collect anything 
that accidentally falls from the share they assigned to Allah 
and add it to the share of the idol. If the water that they 
assigned for the idol irrigated something (a section of land, for 
instance) that they assigned for Allah, they would add 
whatever this water irrigated to the idol’s share! If the land or 
produce that they assigned for Allah was accidentally mixed 
with the share that they assigned for the idol, they would say 
that the idol is poor. Therefore, they would add it to the share 
they assigned for the idol and would not return it to the share 
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they assigned for Allah. If the water that they assigned for 
Allah irrigated what they assigned for the idol they would leave 
it (the produce) for the idol. They also made some of their 
other property sacred, like the Bahirah, Sa’ibah, Wasilah and 
Ham, assigning them to the idols, claiming that they do so as 
way of seeking a means of approach to Allah. Allah said, 


- ek oe, e bed See aw ge oe. 
48 2G il <n TSE wo icsy> 


¢And they assign to Allah a share of the tilth and cattle which 
He has created...>."!1] 


Similar was said by Mujahid, Qatadah, As-Suddi and 
others.?! ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam commented; 
“Every type of slaughter that they would assign for Allah, 
would never be eaten unless they mentioned the names of 
their idols when slaughtering it. Yet for what they sacrificed in 
the names of the idols, they would not mention Allah’s Name 
when slaughtering it.” He then recited the Ayah (6:136) until 
he reached, 


Ranken, Up 
Evil is the way they judge!" 

This Ayah means, evil is that which they determined, for 
they committed error in the division. Certainly, Allah is the 
Lord, Owner and Creator of all things and His is the dominion. 
All things are His property and under His supreme control, 
will and decree. There is no deity worthy of worship, or Lord, 
except Him. 

And even when the polytheists made this evil division, they 
did not preserve it, but cheated in it. Allah said in other Aydt, 


CONE GAS ED ol 4 ots) 
€And they assign daughters unto Allah - glory be to Him - 
and unto themselves what they desire.> [16:57], and 


SEI 2 seme | 


Beene Si BOY DMA wate & A eg> 
¢Yet, they assign to some of His servants a share with Him. 
IM at-Tabari 12:131-132 


21 At-Tabari 12:133 
(31 At-Tabari 12:134 


(aes 
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Verily, man is indeed a manifest ingrate!} [43:15], and, 
4.0) Gee Ts Sh La Gh 4 “Sat Sty 


dls it for you the males and for Him the females? That indeed is 
a division most unfeir!> [53:21-22]. 

Si Be pelt LE BGT i pee i daiesy 
IE GA SS ties Syl Ls 
€137. And so to many of the idolators, their partners" have 
made fair seeming the killing of their children, in order to lead 
them to their own destruction and cause confusion in their 
religion. And if Allah had willed, they would not have done so. 
So leave them alone with their fabrications.> 


IZ 8 rer eo betr 


Shaytan Lured the Idolators to Kill Their Children 


Allah says, just as the Shaydtin lured the idolators to assign 
a share for Allah from what He created of agriculture and 
cattle - and a share for the idols, they also made it seem fair 
for them to kill their children, for fear of poverty, and burying 
their daughters alive, for fear of dishonor. 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported from Ibn ‘Abbas that he 
commented; 
qe eT 15 GSE i wey <i HiE5> 
€And so to many of the idolators, their partners" have made 
fair seeming the killing of their children...> 


“They make killing their children attractive to them.”!! 

Mujahid said, “Idolators’ partners among the devils ordered 
them to bury their children for fear of poverty.”2) As-Suddi 
said, “The devils commanded them to kill their daughters so 
that they, 

€pAsra> 
«lead them to their own destruction>, and to, 

(" At-Tabari 12:136 
71 At-Tabari 12:136. 
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+ oa) 


Mae . Fa {37 
po oie Seperate oo € otiea ta LP 
PNG ted eee écause con fusion in their 

gS GRRISS At “4U43 || religion .>’ 1 


eas Pet eral Z 


iSleaskiy a4 ‘eee? ai ile aK eer 
sf ee ce | RG GAS 5p 


CAT ws 2 
a oo And if Allah had 
Katee oSiee willed, they would not 
CAS ra ag , je ee have done so.> 
Pe 
ipa ce Wee ee us * |meaning, all this 
: a spina ebtios } Ale Se occurred by Allah’s 
i Sa 123550 exten je -- eee ||leave, will and decree, 
Llyay es le sali but He dislikes these 
SOAK ny Anema practices, and He has 
nid eae eer | “444 the perfect wisdom in 
‘Ashe ot TPCE TION einen AGS every decree. He is 
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seal ae (3 \ \ n q 
, eee poy shee : about what He does, 
stl SMTi hee ponte ste but they all will be 
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Be er oh ene 


4p, 05 passa 


Sc. 


ssc fo EN 5 és I A 
ORAS «ety pete 2 Sit o leave them atone 
29,4 ayn bl asvyal | with their fabrications.> 


meaning, avoid and 
abandon them and what they do, for Allah will judge between 
you and them. 


4 

ore, wate io ft + fw rye ° Geyer “e 

cop It oy, tax ow Sf ich; Y poo bya 205 wits WNG5 > 

ee Ky age ke i Gk A at afk Y tab ayy 
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€138. And according to their claim, they say that such and 
such cattle and crops are Hijr (forbidden), and none should eat 
of them except those whom we allow. And (they say) there are 
cattle forbidden to be used for burden, and cattle on which (at 
slaughtering) the Name of Allah is not pronounced; lying 


 At-Tabari 12:137 
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against Him (Allah). He will recompense them for what they | 
used to fabricate .> 


The Idolators Forbade Certain Types of Cattle 


‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Hir refers 
to what they forbade, such as the Wasilah, and the like.” !!! 
Similar was said by Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, As-Suddi, 
Qatadah, ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam and others.!2! 
Qatadah commented on, 
tone E55 25h ois Gs 
<They say that such and such cattle and crops are Hijr,> 


“It is a prohibition that the Shaydtin appointed for their 
wealth, and a type of exaggeration and extremism that did not 
come from Allah.” [‘Abdur-Rahmdan] Ibn Zayd bin Aslam said 
that, 


<oa2d 


<Hijr,> refers to what the idolators designated for their 
deities.8! As-Suddi said that the Ayah, 


red, 1S Sy Gi > 
<And none should eat of them except those whom we allow, 
they claimed ...> 


means, “They said, only those whom we choose can eat of 
them., and the rest are prohibited from eating them.”!*! 
Similar to this honorable Ayah, Allah said, 


Ri OS ak § Ss OE AS gs Gs WI AS 

DUE ai KS 
<Say: “Tell me, what provision Allah has sent down to you! 
And you have made of it lawful and unlawful." Say: “Has 
Allah permitted you (to do so), or do you invent a lie against 
Allah?" [10:59], 


(1) At-Tabari 12:143 
2) At-Tabari 12:143 
3] At-Tabari 12:143 
(4) At-Tabari 12:143 
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al be WS gall BH 4c 7 i VG xe YG iad by ot Ke OD 
cgnr ee Y< aah wi 


¢Allah has not instituted things like Bahirah or a Sa’ibah or a 
Wasilah or a Ham. But those who disbelieve invent lies against 
Allah, and most of them have no understanding .> [5:103] 
As-Suddi said that cattle forbidden to be used for burden 
were the Bahirah, Sda’ibah, Wasilah and Ham, as well as cattle 
for which the idolators did not mention Allah’s Name when 
slaughtering them nor when they were born. 
Abu Bakr bin ‘Ayyash said that ‘Asim bin Abi An-Najid said, 
“Abu Wa’il said to me, ‘Do you know the meaning of the Ayah, 


Gk . if 22h 68 J 2h Eig E ays ALY 
¢And (they say) there are cattle forbidden to be used for 


burden, and cattle on which the Name of Allah is not 

pronounced .> 

I said, ‘No.’ He said, ‘It is the Bahirah, which they would not 
use to for Hajj (either by riding it or carrying things on it).”""! 
Mujahid also said that they were some of the camels belonging 
to idolators on which Allah’s Name was not mentioned when 
riding, milking, carrying things, copulation or any other 
action. |?! 


(6 Hid 
«lying against Him.> against Allah. The idolators indeed lied 


when they attributed this evil to Allah’s religion and Law; He 
did not allow them to do that nor did He Spee of it, 


4aiKG Ile ey i> 
¢He will recompense them for what eee used to fabricate .> 
against Him, and falsely attribute to Him. 


KG AS Sil BSS Geel] cat ONT oat os € Ua> 

- Sere ° fz on 

. ik a b hces 4 Gis 5 eae eat ded 24? dong 
(1 At-Tabari 12:144 
[21 At-Tabari 12:145 


+ 
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€139. And they say: “What is in the bellies of such and such 
cattle is for our males alone, and forbidden to our females, but 
if it is born dead, then all have shares therein." He will punish 
them for their attribution (of such false orders to Allah). Verily, 
He is All-Wise, All-Knower .> 


Abu Ishaq As-Subayi narrated that ‘Abdullah bin Abi Al- 
Hudhayl reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that, 


62] Leart ONT o% 9 3 Cap 
¢And they say: ‘What is in the bellies of such and such cattle 
is for our males alone..."> refers to milk.!! 
‘Awfi said that Ibn ‘Abbas said about this Ayah, 


Geet Lae ONT ih odd 5 0 ssp 
¢And they say: “What is in the bellies of such and such cattle 
is for our males alone..." 


“It is about milk, which they prohibited for their females and 
allowed only their males to drink. When a sheep would give 
birth to a male sheep, they would slaughter it and feed it to 
their males, but not to their females. If the newly born lamb 
was a female, they would not slaughter it, but if it was 
stillborn, they would share in it (with their females)! Allah 
forbade this practice.) Similar was said by As-Suddi.'*! 

Ash-Shabi said, “The Bahirah’s milk was only given to the 
men. But if any cattle from the Bahirah died, both men and 
women would share in eating it.” Similar was said by ‘Ikrimah, 
Qatadah and ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam. 

Mujahid commented; 


KES EAS Goeth Least (ONT pat ol 4 0 SSD 
¢And they say: ‘What is in the bellies of such and such cattle 
is for our males alone, and forbidden to our females...’’> 


“It refers to the Sd'ibah and the Bahirah.” | Abu Al-‘Aliyah, 
Mujahid and Qataédah said that Allah’s statement, 


Ml At-Tabari 12:146 
(2) At-Tabari 12:147 
(3) At-Tabari 12:148 
4] At-Tabari 12:148 
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Chis) pe Amd 
€He will punish them for their attribution.» means, uttering such 
falsehood.""! This is explained by Allah’s statement, 


LS SF AH MG OSs IE OR RT 2s UE 
4 Bink YM A GE SY 
¢And say not concerning that which your tongues falsely utter : 
“This is lawful and this is forbidden." so as to invent lies 
against Allah. Verily, those who invent lies against Allah will 
never prosper.> [16:116} 
Allah said, 
diss tp 
<Verily, He is All-Wise.> in His actions, statements, Law and 
decree, 


> 
¢All-Knower>, in the actions of His servants, whether good or 
evil, and He will recompense them for these deeds completely. 
Sal AHN SN 285 ues Lb fe GES ha OES Sl 73 BD 
(BLE HE 5 ie S 


€140. Indeed lost are they who have killed their children, 
foolishly, without knowledge, and (they) have forbidden that 
which Allah has provided for them, inventing a lie against 
Allah. They have indeed gone astray and were not guided. 

Allah says that those who committed these evil acts have 
earned the loss of this life and the Hereafter. As for this life, 
they lost when they killed their children and made it difficult 
for themselves by prohibiting some types of their wealth, as an 
act of innovation that they invented on their own. As for the 
Hereafter, they will end up in the worst dwellings, because 
they used to lie about Allah and invent falsehood about Him. 

Allah also said, 


CHAM Se Bost Viki A’ aks af ap 


_ Ol at-tabari 12:152 
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<Say: “Verily, those who invent a lie against Allah will never 
be successful." (A brief) enjoyment in this world! And then 
unto Us will be their return, then We shall make them taste the 
severest torment because they used to disbelieve.» [10:69-70] 


Al-Hafiz Abu Bakr bin Marduwyah recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas 
commented, “If it pleases you to know how ignorant the Arabs 
used to be, then recite the Aydt beyond Ayah one hundred 
and thirty in Sdrat Al-An‘am, 

Bl fb AT Ol 28S cies fe 2a GS AST ES Sul 7S > 
CELE HE 5 is 


€Indeed lost are they who have killed their children, foolishly, 
without knowledge, and [they] have forbidden that which Allah 
has provided for them, inventing a lie against Allah. They have 
indeed gone astray and were not guided .>” 


Al-Bukhari also recorded this in the section of his Sahih on 
the virtues of the Quraysh.!"] 


yy) ved vegies og, 4, fer vege 4 sot Ca oe Se tas oo 
head use eo SASS phe 5 ph oS TN call 35 D> 
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€141. And it is He Who produces gardens Ma‘rishat and not 
Ma’rushat, and date palms, and crops of different shape and 
taste, and olives, and pomegranates, similar, and different. Eat 
of their fruit when they ripen, but pay the due thereof on the 
day of their harvest, and waste not by extravagance. Verily, He 
likes not the wasteful .> 


€142. And of the cattle (are some) for burden and (some 
smaller) for Farsh. Eat of what Allah has provided for you, and 
follow not the footsteps of Shaytin. Surely, he is to you an 
open enemy .> 


(Fath AL-Bari 6 :636 


488 Tafsir _Ibn Kathir 


Allah Created the Produce, Seed Grains and Cattle 


Allah states that He created everything, including the 
produce, fruits and cattle that the idolators mishandled by 
their misguided ideas, dividing them into various designated 
parts, allowing some and prohibiting some. Allah said, 

Ketales 5 gut oS EN wall 35> 
€And it is He Who produces gardens Ma’‘riishat and not 
Ma’‘rishat,> 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented, 
“Ma‘rushat refers to what the people trellise, while ‘not 
Ma‘rishdt refers to fruits (and produce) that grow wild inland 
and on mountains.”!! ‘Ata’ Al-Khurdsani said that Ibn ‘Abbas 
said, “Ma‘rishadt are the grapevines that are trellised, while 
‘not Ma‘ruéshd? refers to grapevines that are not trellised.” As- 
Suddi said similarly. As for these fruits being similar, yet 
different, Ibn Jurayj said, “They are similar in shape, but 
different in taste.”?!_ Muhammad bin Ka‘b said that the Ayah, 


EFM 15 2925 oe (Emp 
¢Eat of their fruit when they ripen,> 


means, “(Eat) from the dates and grapes they produce. 
Allah said next, 


» (3) 


Caskeas 25 48S (B05 
<but pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest, 


Mujahid commented, “When the poor people are present (on 
the day of harvest), give them some of the produce.”*! ‘Abdur- 
Razzaq recorded that Mujahid commented on the Ayah, 


discs. 55 28S. Uns 
<but pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest .> 


“When planting, one gives away handfuls (of seed grains) and 
on harvest, he gives away handfuls and allows them to pick 


(1 At-Tabari 12:156 
21 At-Tabari 12:157 
(3 At-Tabari 12:157 
4] At-Tabari 12:163 
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whatever is left on the ground of the harvest.”"! Ath-Thawri 
said that Hammad narrated that Ibrahim An-Nakha‘ said, 
“One gives away some of the hay.”?! Ibn Al-Mubarak said that 
Shurayk said that Salim said that Sa‘id bin Jubayr 
commented; 


qaslcas 55 AS (Bt 
<but pay the due thereof on the day of their harvest ,> 


“This ruling, giving the poor the handfuls (of seed grains) 
and some of the hay as food for their animals, was before 
Zakah became obligatory.” 

Allah has chastised those who harvest, without giving away a 
part of it as charity. Allah mentioned the story of the owners 
of the garden in Stirat Nun, 


Coan pe 2? ole Cae tte ae etter ge . (ts of pete» 
ink a Ge al Ge GE iw) ohh ¥ CYS Siege ad etl yp 
Jr cher we Sy 22 & ae Pte Fe od fore ae ower e 
vy) ib oe es ol SS ce byael gl NS ee Wes. eae cme 
a vara oo ee te teens cy Mee ont ee. < 
BL (6 5h Sab ip & bibs ind Bs XE GM GR Yo 


awe Tadd 
roe 


LT oy 


rata) 
10 ws 


i ay Ter ace. Rei Sot SO ae ae eye be Bt, Te ore 
he Se Be sa WS WH Atl Wwe BF ess 


ais 


Wet AU ce ed hy Tes Gg eerie a cd ee Tak Reh 
We AE pe ieh WG Ths Ye oe ak “GE ow uh 


4S WC I BI BH OGG SGT aS sts & 
<When they swore to pluck the fruits of the (garden) in the 
morning. Without saying: “If Allah wills." Then there passed 
by on the (garden) a visitation (fire) from your Lord at night, 
burning it while they were asleep. So the (garden) became black 
by the morning, like a pitch dark night (in complete ruins). 
Then they called out one to another as soon as the morning 
broke. Saying: ‘‘Go to your tilth in the morning, if you would 
pluck the fruits." So they departed, conversing in secret low 
tones (saying). “No poor person shall enter upon you into it 
today." And they went in the morning with strong intention, 
thinking that they have power (to prevent the poor taking 
anything of the fruits therefrom). But when they saw the 
(garden), they said: “Verily, we have gone astray." (Then they 


"I ‘Abdur-Razzaq 2:219 
2 At-Tabari 12:165 
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said): “Nay! Indeed we are deprived of (the fruits)!" The best 
among them said: ‘Did I not tell you, why say you not: ‘If 
Allah wills’." They said: ‘Glory to Our Lord! Verily, we have 
been wrongdoers.’’ Then they turned one against another, 
blaming. They said: ‘Woe to us! We have transgressed. We 
hope that our Lord will give us in exchange a better (garden) 
than this. Truly, we turn to our Lord." Such is the 
punishment (in this life), but truly, the punishment of the 
Hereafter is greater if they but knew.> [68:18-33]. 


Prohibiting Extravagance 
Allah said, 
ding LE I 1G BS Sd 
4And waste not by extravagance. Verily, He likes not the 
wasteful .> 


It was said that the extravagance prohibited here refers to 
excessive charity beyond normal amounts. Ibn Jurayj said, 
“This Ayah was revealed concerning Thabit bin Qays bin 
Shammas, who plucked the fruits of his date palms. Then he 
said to himself, This day, every person who comes to me, I 
will feed him from it.’ So he kept feeding (them) until the 
evening came and he ended up with no dates. Allah sent 
down, 


kcal 44 91 BAD 
And waste not by extravagance. Verily, He likes not the 
wasteful .>” 


Ibn Jarir recorded this statement from Ibn Jurayj. However, 
thhe apparent meaning of this Ayah, and Allah knows best, is 
that; 


e 
EIS V5 asees 35 HS UBS FO To 5 oe eed 


<Eat of their fruit when they ripen, but pay the due thereof on 
the day of their harvest, and waste not...> 


refers to eating, meaning, do not waste in eating because this 
spoils the mind and the body. Allah said in another Ayah, 


be os 47 cad a 
4153 Ys at Gees 
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¢And eat and drink but waste not by extravagance. (7:31) 


In his Sahih, Al-Bukhdari recorded a Hadith without a chain 
of narration; 


iss Y5 5a] by 2g Ugg diy 1 1$o 


«Eat, ee and clothe yourselves without extravagance or 
arrogance .¥!) 


Therefore, these Aydt have the same meaning as this Hadith. 
and Allah knows best. 


Benefits of Cattle 
Allah’s statement, 


C435 Hts LO 5) 


<And of the cattle (are some) for burden and (some smaller) for 
Farsh.> 


means, He created cattle for you, some of which are suitable 
for burden, such as camels, and some are Farsh. Ath-Thawri 
narrated that Abu Ishaq said that Abu Al-Ahwas said that 
‘Abdullah said that ‘animals for burden’ are the camels that 
are used for carrying things, while, ‘Farsh’, refers to small 
camels, Al-Hakim recorded it and said, “Its chain is Sahih and 
they did not record it.”?) ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Zayd bin Aslam 
said that ‘animals for burden’ refers to the animals that people 
ride, while, ‘Farsh’ is that they eat (its meat) and milk it. The 
sheep is not able to carry things, so you eat its meat and use 
its wool for covers and mats (or clothes).'5) This statement of 
‘Abdur-Rahman is sound, and the following Aydt testify to it, 
is A ails Soaks SB oes cal al pra ts 
CBaKt SS oe 


<Do they not see that We have created for them of what Our 
Hands have created, the cattle, so that they are their owners. 


(1) The Book of Clothing, the first chapter, with slightly different 
wording. It was recorded with a complete chain by Ibn Majah, An- 
Nasa7, and others. 


[2] Al-Hakim 2:317 
(3) At-Tabari 12:181 
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And We have subdued them unto them so that some of them 
they have ~ riding and some they eat. 2 ie 72), and, 

Go ie os G45 of aw b ae go & Sak Gi eA a Si App 
iy Hi 


€And verily, in the cattle, there is a lesson for you. We give 
you to drink of that which is in their bellies, from between 
excretions and blood, pure milk; palatable to the drinkers.> 
[16:66], until, 


fine OS FG BG Gal Sp 


¢And of their wool, fur and hair, furnishings and articles of 
convenience, comfort for a while .> [16:80]. 


ie oe 


Eat the Meat of These Cattle, But Do Not Follow 
Shaytan’s Law Concerning Them 
Allah said, 
445i 1535). Heed 
<Eat of what Allah has provided for you,> 


of fruits, produce and cattle. Allah created all these and 
provided you with them as provision. 


iGO Gh (AS I5> 
¢and follow not the footsteps of Shaytan .> 


meaning, his way and orders, just as the idolators followed 
him and prohibited fruits and produce that Allah provided for 
them, claiming that this falsehood came from Allah. 


455 24> 
Surely, he is to you» meaning; Shaytan, O people, is to you, 
ti3 4 She> 


¢an open enemy> and his enmity to you is clear and apparent. 
Allah said in other Aydt, 


BR aye SE 8 ted, bee 
Saxe sol & ips pm My yey C3 tre ae je SN Shcht iy> 


<Surely, Shaytan is an enemy to you, so take esi him as an 
enemy. He only invites his Hizb (followers) that they may 
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__ aa vEV = become the 


ANE ee oot 4.0% dwellers of the 
cast pe a eee blazing Fire .> 
MoE EN erie Li [35:6] and, 
ue Mere 4 


£9 BAe Sol dng Heb pa i. Ma TES 


$e os 


ce ilk See are. Cinna ve 4 of ats megs Td 
beaut bot Ai PYeCn Lhey, ot MA Ke abr si 
“tf eee F ore -4 od 


eA tach oie oe EN MLSs ead Keath ee Bk a 
ji gee 
4O Children of Adam! 
1 ck fade Let not Shaytan deceive 
LG < aoe you, as he got your 
ey parents out of Paradise, 
ee ale stripping them of their 
raiment, to show them 
their private parts.> 
; fe os [7:27] 
Nes B Aesiee Hs and, 
oes os NG DN pias Jee |e ROI AEE BAESD 
UAE eas wercnsygs At ai Se MS BS os 
Oia SGs EL ASK Bs Ga LT 45 Sn 
qWill you then 
take him (Iblis) and his offspring as protectors and helpers 
rather than Me while they are enemies to you? What an evil is 
the exchange for the wrongdoers.>[18:50] 


There are many other ayes on this subject. 


“% 


i oni Pr p> Kem & cet peal a5 oxi ai =< cost gor 103 


24.24 


onl HY! S os Wis pec o} an 3. ose xy real ade 2105 “tf 
Mere Ae etree ore Ree yO ewes tee. 
NT fot ae ELE CT EAT A is Kei FH Adi 5 


oP od 


are a fe hil 2 ABT 33 hg Nar) i agt es 
4 Wahi pou She y at bh ‘ge pe alisi 


€143. Eight pairs: of the sheep two (male and female), and of 
the goats two (male and female). Say: ‘Has He forbidden the 


494 Tafsir Ibn Kathir 


two males or the two females, or (the young) which the wombs 
of the two females enclose? Inform me with knowledge if you are 
truthful ."> 
€144. And of the camels two, and of oxen two. Say: “Has He 
forbidden the two males or the two females or (the young) which 
the wombs of the two females enclose? Or were you present 
when Allah ordered you such a thing? Then who does more 
wrong than one who invents a lie against Allah, to lead 
mankind astray without knowledge. Certainly Allah guides not 
the people who are wrongdoers."> 
These Aydt demonstrate the ignorance of the Arabs before 
Islam. They used to prohibit the usage of some of their cattle 
and designate them as Bahirah, Sd’ibah, Wasilah and Ham 
etc. These were some of the innovations they invented for 
cattle, fruits and produce. Allah stated that He has created 
gardens, trellised and untrellised, and cattle, as animals of 
burden and as Farsh. Allah next mentioned various kinds of 
cattle, male and female, such as sheep and goats. He also 
created male and female camels and the same with cows. 
Allah did not prohibit any of these cattle or their offspring. 
Rather, they all were created for the sons of Adam as a source 
for food, transportation, work, milk, and other benefits, which 
are many. Allah said, 


4655) 453 SN Si Gb 
<And He has sent down for you of cattle eight pairs...> [39:6] 
Allah said; 
4M GOS ate EEE OD 


<...or (the young) which the wombs of the two females 
enclose...> 


This refutes the idolators’ statement, 
ESS ESS GE Lat AT a ol 5 @ 
«What is in the bellies of such and such cattle is for our males 
alone, and forbidden to our females.> (6:139] 
Allah said, 
tins Bhs ot dy at 


eos Ss 
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<Inform me with knowledge if you are truthful.> 


meaning, tell me with sure knowledge, how and when did 
Allah prohibit what you claimed is prohibited, such as the 
Bahirah, Sa’ibah, Wasilah and Ham etc.? 

Al-‘Awfi said that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “Allah’s statement, 


7 ree 


Seyvre  evte ard » ree st 
Ct 5H 5 cell oki os gS 


<Eight pairs: of the sheep two, and of the goats two...> these 
are four pairs, 


ta Nie Goeth BD 
<Say: “Has He forbidden the two males or the two females...’’> 
I (Allah) did not prohibit any of these. 
CEN ACF ade SHEE Clp 
or (the young) which the wombs of the two females enclose?> 
and does the womb produce but males and females? So why 
do you prohibit some and allow some others? 
<Inform me with knowledge if you are truthful.> 
Allah is saying that all of this is allowed.” Allah said, 
1G, Hl 255 3 Sih ee op 

<Or, were you present when Allah ordered you such a thing?> 


mocking the idolators’ innovations, and their lies that Allah 
made sacred what they have prohibited. 


Ck oil Jal Bee al & ot A FET 5p 


ea 


<Then who does more wrong than one who invents a lie against 
Allah, to lead mankind astray without knowledge.> 


Therefore, no one is more unjust than the people described 
here and 


<inesil Gal oa ¥ St yd 
<Certainly, Allah guides not the people who are wrongdoers.> 


The person most worthy of this condemnation is ‘Amr bin 


0) At-Tabari 12 :187 
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Luhay bin Qum‘ah. He was the first person to change the 
religion of the Prophets and designate the Sd’ibah, Wasilah 
and Ham, as mentioned in the Sahih! 


MAE oS AW eas 2b EO Shia AY sp 
Qo Be MS & af 4 Lit J AY i pe SI eas 

CGA HE HS Op eV 
€145. Say: “I find not in that which has been revealed to me 
anything forbidden to be eaten by one who wishes to eat it, 
unless it be Maytah (a dead animal) or blood poured forth, or 
the flesh of swine; for that surely, is unclean (Rijs), or 
immorally slaughtered in the name of other than Allah. But 
whosoever is forced by necessity without willful disobedience, 
nor transgressing due limits; (for him) certainly, your Lord is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." 


Forbidden Things 


Allah commands His servant and Messenger, Muhammad 2, 
<i> 


<€Say> O Muhammad 3 to those who prohibited what Allah 
has provided them, claiming this falsehood to be from Allah, 


C25 goth (OZ A gh ba AIT 
<I find not in that which has been revealed to me anything 


forbidden to be eaten by one who wishes to eat it,> 


This Ayah means, I do not find any animals that are 
prohibited, except these mentioned here. We should mention 
here that the prohibited things mentioned in Sdrat Al-Md’idah 
and the Hadiths on this subject amend the meaning of this 
Ayah. 


$025 U5 ald 


<or blood poured.» Qatadah commented, “Poured blood was 
prohibited, but the meat that still has some blood in it is 


(1 Fath AL-Bari 8 :132 
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allowed.” !"! 

Al-Humaydi said that Sufyan narrated to us that ‘Amr bin 
Dinar narrated to us, “I said to Jabir bin ‘Abdullah, They 
claim that the Messenger of Allah 3% prohibited the meat of 
donkeys during (the day of) Khaybar.’ He said, ‘Al-Hakam bin 
‘Amr narrated that from the Messenger of Allah 3. That scholar 
- refering to Ibn ‘Abbas - denied it, reciting the Ayah, 


GL gob KZA GAC GAT BD 
€Say: “I find not in that which has been revealed to me 


anything forbidden to be eaten by one who wishes to eat 
it..."p"2I Al-Bukhari and Abu Dawud collected it.!*! 


Abu Bakr bin Marduwyah and Al-Hakim, in his Mustadrak, 
recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “During the time of Jahiliyyah, 
the people used to eat some things and avoid some other 
things, because they disliked them. Later on, Allah sent His 
Prophet #%, revealed His Book, allowed what He allowed, and 
prohibited what He prohibited. Therefore, whatever Allah 
allowed is lawful and whatever He prohibited is unlawful. 
Whatever He did not mention, there is no sin in it.” He then 
recited the Ayah, 


CHI go FOZ AA CAITR 
<Say: “I find not in that which has been revealed to me 
anything forbidden to be eaten by one who wishes to eat it..."> 
This is the wording with Ibn Marduwyah. Abu Dawud also 
recorded this statement, and Al-Hakim said, “Its chain is 
Sahih and they did not record it.”4! 
Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “A sheep 


belonging to Sawdah bint Zam‘ah died and she said, ‘O Allah’s 
Messenger! So-and-so (sheep) has died.’ He said, 


CYS pac y at 
tWhy did you not use its skin?» 
UW At-Tabari 12:193 
(2) Al-Humaydi 2 :379 


(3) Fath Al-Bari 9 :570 and Abu Dawud 4:162 
I4) Abu Dawud, 3800 and Al-Hakim 4:115 
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She said, ‘Should we use the skin of a sheep that has died?’ 
Allah’s Messenger #% said, 
SSS AV Ma pb KOS SAG GAIT Bp va Su Lap 
ty 1 ail 6155 OF Scab VS doe coi eA os Pes 
tAllah only said, <Say: “I find not in that which has been 
revealed to me anything forbidden to be eaten by one who 
wishes to eat it, except Maytah (a dead animal) or blood poured 
forth, or the flesh of swine....> You will not be eating it if you 
tan its skin and benefit from it.» 


So she had the sheep skinned, the skin was tanned and 
made into a water skin that she kept until it wore out.! Al- 
Bukhari and an-Nasaii collected a similar Hadith.!2) 

Allah said, 

E36 V5 BS He St yp 
«But whosoever is forced by necessity without willful 
disobedience, nor transgressing due limits ;> 


Therefore, whoever is forced by necessity to eat anything that 
Allah has forbidden in this honorable Ayah, without 
transgressing his limits, then for him, 

<certainly, your Lord is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.} 
We mentioned the explanation of this Ayah in Surat Al- 
Baqarah. This honorable Ayah contradicts the idolators’ 
innovated prohibitions for certain kinds of wealth, relying 
merely on their misguided ideas, such as the Bahirah, Sa’ibah, 
Wasilah and Ham. Allah commanded His Messenger 3% to 
inform them that he does not find that such types of animals 
are prohibited in what Allah revealed to him. In this Ayah, 
Allah only prohibited dead animals, poured blood, the flesh of 
swine and what has been slaughtered for something other than 
Allah. Other things were not prohibited here, but rather treated 
as that which does not have a ruling, i.e., permissible. 
Therefore, how do you - idolators - claim that such items are 


(1) Ahmad 1:327 
2! Fath Al-Bari 11:557 and An-Nasa’l 7:173 
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prohibited, and why did you prohibit them when Allah did not 
prohibit them? 
oye ae IG SH ns BE ws Je GE Me call 5d 
* Se ASE GS $y Mc Niet J eae ce oy tA 
(His wy 
4146. And unto those who are Jews, We forbade every (animal) 
with undivided hoof, and We forbade them the fat of the ox and 
the sheep except what adheres to their backs or their Hawaya, or 
is mixed up with a bone. Thus We recompensed them for their 
rebellion. And verily, We are Truthful. 


Foods that were Prohibited for the Jews Because of their 
Transgression 


Allah says, We forbade for the Jews every bird and animal 
with undivided hoof,!'! such as the camel, ostrich, duck and 
goose. Allah said here, 

Cink gle OR IG AI asp 
¢and We forbade them the fat of the ox and the sheep...> 

The Jews used to forbid these types of foods saying that 
Isra’il, or Ya‘qdub, used to forbid them for himself so they too 
forbid them. This was mentioned by As-Suddi. 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas said that, 

405548 chs oT 
<except what adheres to their backs 
refers to the fat that clings to their backs.'*) Allah said next, 
ici > 
¢or their Hawaya > 
that is, the entrails, according to Abu Ja‘far bin Jarir. He also 
said, “The meaning here is, ‘And from ox and sheep, We 


forbade their fat for the Jews, except the fat on their backs 
and what the entrails carry.” ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah said that, Ibn 


1) See the comments on Sirah Al ‘Imran, 3:93 
7! At-Tabari 12 :202 
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‘Abbas said that the, Hawdy4, are the entrails.!"|_ Similar was 
reported from Mujahid,!?! Said bin Jubayr and Ad-Dahhak.!! 
Allah’s statement, 


4, LE ue slp 
<....or is mixed up with a bone.> 


means, We allowed the Jews the fat that is mixed with bones. 
Ibn Jurayj commented, “The fat on the rump that is mixed 
with the tailbone was allowed for them, and also the fat on the 
legs, head, eyes and what adheres to the bones.’*! As-Suddi 
said similarly.'5! Allah said, 


<Thus We recompensed them for their rebellion .> 


meaning, We imposed this restriction on them as recompense 
for their rebellion and defying Our commandments. Allah said 
in another Ayah, 


A jac oH pies A SN coe ae EH ts Salt 3 fesp 
ts 


¢For the wrongdoing of the Jews, We made unlawful for them 
certain good foods which had been lawful for them - and for 
their hindering many from Allah’s way> [4:160). 


Allah’s statement, 
iw 5 
¢And verily, We are Truthful .> 


means, We were justified in the penalty We gave them. Ibn 
Jarir commented, “We are Truthful in what We informed you 
of, O Muhammad; Our forbidding these foods for them, not as 
they claimed, that Israel merely forbade these things for 
himself (so they imitated him, they claimed).”° 


Ol At-Tabari 12:203 
21 At-Tabari 12 :204 
(3) At-Tabari 12:204 
(4) at-Tabari 12 :205 
1S) At-Tabari 12:205 
(61 At-Tabari 12:206 
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aime \tA wae The Tricks of the 
Jews, and Allah’s 
Curse 
WS ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbas 
Ae narrated, “When 
Fe AVOs - Umar bin Al-Khattab 
was told that 


~ Samurah sold liquor 
waase 4 Sle ee é Se 2 , 
ee fede ake ise ese he commented, “May 
ei aos 6) 6,029 2555300 |lAllah fight Samurah! 
Aw fo} cae oa 7 = eek AG e Did he not know that 
plas GD Sue Tees TE 3 the Messenger of 


rere 4 oie goa lol —s7i5 || Allah 3 said, 
ots Peart que rte ca : en 5 yell “bl ido 


oS Klass 

BOB SIA iebs aa ae 
23 2 ge ede Bera «May Allah curse the 
sis a SEA rw sees Jews! The fats were for- 


SU secea ae 


ip eed SM Secale bidden for them, so they 
46H e7 eA Bho Zen melted the fat and sold 
ase FSe STFC 5 pb GL] it.” 


gl FEL SE MCIGY 58 This Hadith is 
i, bee Clee recorded in the Two 
St Kiy K PEGS 5 BIL pais Sahihs."| Jabir bin 


‘Abdullah said, “In the 
year of the victory of Makkah, I heard Allah’s Messenger 2% 


saying; 
wos ppabiy eidiy 28h as es Uta5 Gt Op 

tAllah and His Messenger have forbidden selling alcoholic 

drinks (intoxicants), dead animals, swine and idols.» 
He was asked, ‘What about the fat of dead animals? They are 
used to dye skins, paint ships and are used as light by the 
people.’ He said, 

ete BM 
«No, it is still unlawful.» 

(1) Fath Al-Bari 4 :483 and Muslim 3 :1207 
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He 3 then said, 

WS lel abt ob okie a A ace 5s US an Oy 5 ach ith 
‘May Allah fight the Jews! When Allah forbade them the fats of 
animals, they melted the fat, sold it and ate its price»! 

The Group recorded this Hadith.'?! 


MAT A 2 RA 35 x A eds WH BS opp 


€147. If they deny you say: “Your Lord is the Owner of vast 
mercy, and never will His wrath be turned back from the people 
who are criminals."> 


Allah says, if your opponents among the idolators, Jews and 
their likes reject you, O Muhammad, 


4 ecer 4 ob ag 53> 


q 525 HS Si raw Je 
<Say: “Your Lord is the Owner of vast mercy..."} encouraging 
them to seek Allah’s vast mercy and follow His Messenger 3%, 
<eypell 25al o RAE 8 > 
and never will His wrath be turned back from the people who 
are criminals .> 
discouraging them from defying the Messenger, the Final 
Prophet, Muhammad #. 
Allah often joins encouragement with threats in the Qur'an. 
Allah said at the end of this Surah: 
05 SS SOS bx os > 
<Surely, your Lord is swift in retribution, and certainly He is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.» (6:165] 
Allah also said, 
<But verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for mankind in 
spite of their wrongdoing. And verily, your Lord is (also) 
severe in punishment .> [13:6], and 


Dl Fath Al-Bari 4:495 
7! Fath Al-B4ri 4:495, Muslim 3:1207, Abu Dawud 3:356, Tuhfat Al- 
Ahwadhi 4:521, An-Nasaii 7 :309 and Ibn Majah 2:732 
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COL SON Bus GH OAS LG dare Hd 
€Declare unto My servants, that truly, I am the Oft-Forgiving, 


the Most Merciful. And that My torment is indeed the most 
painful torment.> [15:49-50], and 


EN se Sl Yt Ji pe 
<The Forgiver of sin, the Acceptor of repentance, the Severe in 
punishment .> [40:3] and, 


COUT WS ts OY 34 GLI & sow 
<Verily, the punishment of your Lord is severe and painful. 
Verily, He it is Who begins and repeats. And He is Oft- 
Forgiving, full of love .>[85:12-14}. 

There are many other Aydt on this subject. 
Mie. 6 4 OS GH Gon YG Ce t al SF ‘Sst 30 Jaec> 
of URS fe bi peaks SF tok SS 4G o ol OF 
Bis % 6 Madi A SF Oe Y Al ap LGl y cas 
5GB GAS of Ua oo HD OAK Sl Ss os F Gaal 


ow + .%.G va ®, < ae Me 2%% ae Phat 0% Ae . oe 
Sen 2 UST, OLR Y Cal Gas (3S al ai ae V5 aw 


(HSI5 
€148. Those who committed Shirk say: “If Allah had willed, 
we would not have commited Shirk, nor would our fathers, and 
we would not have forbidden anything (against His will)." 
Likewise belied those who were before them, till they tasted Our 
wrath. Say: “Have you any knowledge (proof) that you can 


produce before us? Verily, you follow the Zann and you do 
nothing but lie."> 


<149. Say: “With Allah is the perfect proof and argument; had 
He so willed, He would indeed have guided you all."> 


4150. Say: “Bring forward your witnesses, who can testify 
that Allah has forbidden this." Then if they testify, do not 
testify with them. And do not follow the vain desires of those 
who belie Our Aydt, and such as believe not in the Hereafter, 
and they hold others as equal with their Lord.> 
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A False Notion and its Rebuttal 


Here Allah mentioned a debate with the idolators, refuting a 
false notion they have over their Shirk and the things that 
they prohibited. They said, surely, Allah has full knowledge of 
the Shirk we indulge in, and that we forbid some kinds of 
wealth. Allah is able to change this Shirk by directing us to 
the faith, - they claimed - and prevent us from falling into 
disbelief, but He did not do that. Therefore - they said Allah 
indicated that He willed, decided and agreed that we do all 
this. They said, 


42 2 CEG Gon YH ea tt Ae 
<“If Allah had willed, we would not have taken partners (in 
worship) with Him, nor would our fathers, and we would not 
have forbidden anything." > 
Allah said in another Ayah, 
eile & SGN TE J Wisp 
<And they said: “If it had been the will of the Most Gracious 
(Allah), we should not have worshipped them (false deities)" > 
[43:20]. 
Similar is mentioned in Surat An-Nahl. Allah said next, 
C45 2 OS Diep 
Likewise belied those who were before them,> 


for by using and relying on this understanding, the misguided 
ones before them were led astray. This notion is false and 
ungrounded, for had it been true, Allah would not have 
harmed them, destroyed them, aided His honorable 
Messengers over them, and made them taste His painful 
punishment. 


tfc Bemis LBD 
<Say: “Have you any knowledge..."> that Allah is pleased with 
you and with your ways, 
qe fe 


<that you can produce before us.» and make it plain, apparent 
and clear for us. However, 
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gts 


<a yy SAE a> 
<Verily, you only follow the Zann> doubts and wishful thinking, 
tire Hy AI abd 
¢and you do nothing but lie> about Allah in the false claims 
that you utter. Allah said next, 
<Say: “With Allah is the perfect proof and argument; had He 
so willed, He would indeed have guided you all."> 
Allah said to His Prophet 


55> 
€Say> O Muhammad, to them, 


<‘With Allah is the perfect proof and argument..."> the perfect 
wisdom and unequivocal proof to guide whom He wills and 
misguide whom He wills. 


dingtl KS He sh 
¢had He so willed, He would indeed have guided you all.> 
All of this happens accordng to His decree, His will, and His 


sia) choice. So in this way, He is pleased with the believers, and 
angry with the disbelievers. Allah said in other Aydt, 


qb fA i Sp 
<And had Allah willed, He could have gathered them together 
(all) on true guidance,> [6:35] and 


tol gt AY ES Sy 
¢And had your Lord willed, those on earth would have 
believed, all of them together.> [10:99] and, 


ae 
whe 2 6 we Ae he 


Sve. © Bo ge Be ts’ veh Lh ete seg ok At a 
BY BS fod oo Vuh SIG VY 3S BI OO Id a E> 
450508) 0G ahi SS RY Gy Lr cts Haat 
€And if your Lord had so willed, He could surely have made 
mankind one Ummah, but they will not cease to disagree. 
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Except him on whom your Lord has bestowed His mercy and 
for that did He create them. And the Word of your Lord has 
been fulfilled: “Surely, I shall fill Hell with Jinns and men all 
together."> [11:118-119] 


Ad-Dahhak said, “No one has an excuse if he disobeys Allah. 
Surely, Allah has the perfect proof established against His 
servants.” Allah said, 


(Bias 6 BD 


«Bring forward your witnesses,» produce your witnesses, 


bea “G7 


4135 50 dN aS Slt> 
¢who can testify that Allah has forbidden this.> 


which you have forbidden and lied and invented about Allah 
in this regard, 
Cis IGE SGA ofp 
<Then if they testify, do not testify with them .> 
because in this case, their testimony is false and untrue, 


see 


eae i bier Coe oe corte hw ade Se wet ote ae 
ae hd ST, SLE Y Sah Ge IF ll ip Se W5> 
Sas 


<And do not follow the vain desires of those who belie Our 
Ayat, and such as believe not in the Hereafter, and they hold 
others as equal with their Lord.> 


by associating others with Allah in worship and treating them 
as equals to Him. 


coy GATS Cit wy HS I Pek pends Ge IM ics SF > 


FBG AGH NS 5 aus Ed 28 Bh) cs ait TE 
KS oy Kiss KGL aK i a RG 
€151. Say: “Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited 
you from: Join not anything in worship with Him; be kind and 
dutiful to your parents; kill not your children because of 


poverty - We provide sustenance for you and for them. Come 
not near to Al-Fawahish (immoral sins) whether committed 
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openly or secretly; and kill not anyone whom Allah has 
forbidden, except for a just cause. This He has commanded you 
that you may understand ."> 


Ten Commandments 

Dawud Al-Awdy narrated that, Ash-Sha‘bi said that, 
‘Alqaamah said that Ibn Mas‘dd said, “Whoever wishes to read 
the will and testament of the Messenger of Allah 3% on which 
he placed his seal, let him read these Aydt, 

ES oy BB Hi fe pends HEU SM es BD 
<Say: “Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you 
from: Join not anything in worship with Him...”> 
until, 
45335 eal 
€...so that you may have Taqwa> [6:153}."""! 

In his Mustadrak, Al-Hakim recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, 
“In Sdrah Al-An‘am {6}, there are clear Aydt, and they are the 
Mother of the Book (the Qur’an).” He then recited, 

Cenk ends GEG INS 
€Say: “Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you 
from..."> 


peak said, “Its chain is Sahih, and they did not record 
it.” 


In his Mustadrak Al-Hakim also recorded that ‘Ubadah bin 
As-Samit said, “The Messenger of Allah 3% said, 
«Who among you will give me his pledge to do three things?» 
He then recited the Ayah, 
Cpe ends GEG IM MGs BD 
<Say: “Come, I will recite what your Lord has prohibited you 
from..."> 


2 Tyunfat ALAhwadhi 8 :446 
I al-Hakim 2 :317 
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until the end of the Aydt. He then said, 


ESS OM 8 y Ot 5G Be Get 35 at le BE G5 cis 
082 GE ath buy Gaz at by at Hab pe Al ss ag 8 
tWhoever fulfills (this pledge), then his reward will be with 
Allah, but whoever fell into shortcomings and Allah punishes 
him for it in this life, then that will be his recompense. 
Whoever Allah delays (his reckoning) until the Hereafter, then 
his matter is with Allah. If He wills, He will punish him, and 
if He wills, He will forgive him.»” 
Al-Hakim said, “Its chain is Sahih and they did not record 
itu 
As for the explanation of this Ayah, Allah said to His Prophet 
and Messenger Muhammad 3%: Say, O Muhammad, to those 
idolators who worshipped other than Allah, forbade what Allah 
provided them with and killed their children, following their 
opinions and the lures of the devils,’ 


iid 
<Say> to them 
ica 
4Come> come here, come close 
Creal pends 55 U SD 
41 will recite what your Lord has prohibited you from.> 


meaning, I will inform you about what your Lord has 
forbidden for you in truth, not guessing or wishful thinking. ~ 
Rather, it is revelation and an order from Him. 


Shirk is Forbidden 
t Ye og 183 SD 


<Join not anything in worship with Him ;> 
this Allah has ordained, for He said at the end of the Ayah, 


fd 


45565 Kd 4 KS; KiS> 


Ol Al-Hakim 2:318 
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<€This He has commanded you that you may understand .> 


In the the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Abu Dharr said 
that the Messenger of Allah 3 said, 


ib 5h jos Gel y, eb ay SU cu ye A gis Le th 
JB 935 55 5 oy 228 S52 by 5 Syd tay by 35 by 
29 65> OG 5 oy JU 835 55 25 OG eth a5 Oy 5 

eee ot 


‘Jibril came to me and conveyed the good news that, ‘Whoever 
among your followers dies, worshipping none along with Allah, 
will enter Paradise." I said, “Even if he stole or committed 
illegal sexual intercourse?” He said, “Even if he stole or 
committed illegal sexual intercourse." I said, ‘Even if he stole 
or committed illegal sexual intercourse?" He said, “Even if he 
stole or committed illegal sexual intercourse." I said, “Even if 
he stole or committed illegal sexual intercourse?" He said, 
“Even if he stole or committed illegal sexual intercourse or even 
if drank alcohol."0!'!| Some of the Musnad and Sunan 
compilers recorded that Abu Dharr said that the 
Messenger of Allah # said, 


he BEG he a Fabh AG 55555 hes GA GST SG: Jus Ie 
Sy SG ak Wd Gist Ens os On at oh aul 

oii S58 Shee of ic oes Syke As Ls SIT by et 
‘Allah said, ‘O Son of Adam! As long as you supplicate to Me 
and hope of Me, I will forgive whatever you committed, and it 
will be easy for Me to do that. And even if you brought the 
earth’s fill of sins to Me, I will bring forth its fill of forgiveness, 
as long as you do not associate anything or anyone in worship 
with Me. And even if you err and your errors accumulate until 
they reach the boundaries of the sky and you then ask Me for 
forgiveness, I will forgive you.’s!?! 


This subject is also mentioned in the Qur’an, for Allah said, 


(1 Al-Bukhari no. 1237 and Muslim: 94 
[2] Anmad 5:172 and Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi from Anas 9 :524 
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<Verily, Allah forgives not (the sin of) setting up partners (in 
worship) with Him, but He forgives whom He wills, sins other 
than that. [4:116] 


Muslim recorded a Hadith in the Sahih that reads, 
Bah J55 G4 oy SHY Su ya 
‘Whoever dies associating none with Allah will enter 
Paradise 0!) 
There are many Aydt and Hadiths on this subject. 


The Order for Kindness to Parents 
Allah said next, 
Eoicey TASS 
<be kind and dutiful to your parents ;> 
meaning, Allah has commanded and ordered you to be kind to 
your parents. Allah said in another Ayah, 
CES SATs 1 YS TE 55> 
¢And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him. 
And that you be dutiful to your parents .> [17:23] 


Allah often mentions obeying Him and being dutiful to 
parents together. Allah said, 


7 CSS 25 v, 2th 
<Give thanks to Me and to your parents. Unto Me is the final 
destination. But if they (both) strive with you to make you join 
in worship with Me others that of which you have no 
knowledge, then obey them not; but behave with them in this 
world kindly, and follow the path of him who turns to Me in 
repentance and in obedience. Then to Me will be your return, 
and I shall tell you what you used to do.> [31:14-15] 


(1 Muslim 1:94 
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Therefore, Allah ordered children to be dutiful and kind to 
their parents, even if they were idolators. Allah also said, 
ica, HASH it GAAS SF Sag og SE. UA yp 
¢And (remember) when We took a covenant from the Children 


of Israel, (saying): Worship none but Allah and be dutiful and 
kind to parents .> [2:83] 


There are several Aydt on this subject. It is recorded in the 
Two Sahihs that Ibn Mas‘id said, “I asked Allah’s Messenger 
#% about which deed is the best. He said, 


gs Je hat 
‘The prayer, when it is performed on time.» 
I said, Then?’ He said, 
afiNigh jp 
‘Being dutiful to parents.» 
I asked, Then?’ He said, 
abl fam 3 Sad 
«Jihad in Allah's cause.» 
Ibn Mas‘tid said, “The Messenger of Allah # said these words 


to me, and had I asked him for more, he would have said 
more.”!!! 


Killing Children is Forbidden 
Allah said, 
Cas setts 2 Py cy LI LE 
€Kill not your children because of poverty, We shall provide 
sustenance for you and for them.> 


After Allah commanded kindness to parents and grandparents, 
He next ordered kindness to children and grandchildren. Allah 
said, 


C5 5 oil BLE 
€kill not your children because of poverty ,> 


0! Fath ALBari 2:12 and Muslim 1:89 
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because the idolators used to kill their children, obeying the 
lures of the devils. They used to bury their daughters alive for 
fear of shame, and sometimes kill their sons for fear of 
poverty. It is recorded in the Two Sahihs that ‘Abdullah bin 
Mas‘td said, “I asked the Messenger of Allah 2%, ‘Which sin is 
the biggest?’ He said, 
Cals 525 bb jad Sh 
«To call a rival for Allah, while He Alone created you.» 
I said, Then what?’ He said, 


‘To kill your son for fear that he might share your food.’ 
I said, Then what?’ He said, 
a3) Le ds slp wh 
(To commit adultery with your neighbor's wife.» 
Then the Messenger of Allah 3# recited the Ayah, 


GY Se SN A Gn Gh A Re ilid 
(35 
¢And those who invoke not any other god along with Allah, 
nor kill such person as Allah has forbidden, except for just 
cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse...» [25:68]. 


Allah’s statement, 
5h) Lap 
<Because of Imlaq> refers to poverty, according to Ibn ‘Abbas, 


Qatadah, As-Suddi and others.'?) The Ayah means, do not kill 
your children because you are poor. Allah said in Surat Al-Isrd’, 


<5, EE SH EE DD 
€And do not kill your children for fear from Imlaq.> [17:31], 


that is, do not kill your children for fear that you might 
become poor in the future. This is why Allah said, 


1] Fath AL-Bari 8:350 and Muslim 1:98 
(2) At-Tabari 12:217 
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¢We shall provide sustenance for them and for you (17:31), 
thus mentioning the provision of the children first, meaning, 
do not fear poverty because of feeding your children. Certainly, 
their provision is provided by Allah. Allah said, 

€FU5 ES 52> 
<We provide sustenance for you and for them,> 


thus starting with parents, because this is the appropriate 
subject here and Allah knows. Allah said next, 


4S 15 Ge FE GC ASH BLS > 
€Come not near Al-Fawahish (immoral sins) whether committed 
openly or secretly> 
Allah said in a similar Ayah, 


va ES Se GAG eG be iT a5 Ey SD 

CSS TU a FE YE oh CAL oy US 
<Say: ‘“(But) the things that my Lord has indeed forbidden are 
Al-Fawahish (immoral sins) whether committed openly or 
secretly, sins (of all kinds), unrighteous oppression, joining 
partners (in worship) with Allah for which He has given no 
authority, and saying things about Allah of which you have no 
knowledge ."> [7:33] 


We also explained this meaning in the explanation of the 
Ayah, 


EELS ANT 548 55 
Leave sin, open and secret} (6:120]. 


The Two Sahihs recorded that Ibn Mas‘id said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3 said, 


eS 5 Ue ab Geeta 65s US Jel Sy a Gy EL st ve 
‘None is more jealous than Allah. This is why He has 
forbidden the immoral sins committed openly or secretly .»!") 


- Ul path ALBari 8:146 and Muslim 4:2114 
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‘Abdul-Malik bin ‘Umayr said that Warrad narrated that Al- 
Mughirah said that Sa‘d bin Ubadah said, “If I see a man with 
my wife (committing adultery), I will kill him with the sword." 
When the matter came to the Messenger of Allah #, he said, 


NS LEE eo be BP ag cate SEY aig ke LS Sy Ofeuih 

wife Oy ee ab G Cental 65 
‘Do you wonder at Sa‘d’s jealousy? By Allah, I am more 
jealous than Sa‘d, and Allah is more jealous than |. This is why 


He has forbidden the immoral sins committed openly and in 
secret, » 


This Hadith is in the Two Sahihs.!1) 


The Prohibition of Unjustified Killing 
Allah said, 


<i Hy BE gh at UL iD 
¢And kill not anyone whom Allah has forbidden, except for a 
just cause (according to Islamic law).> 
This part of the Ayah emphasizes this prohibition in specific, 
although it is included in the immoral sins committed openly 
and in secret. In the Two Sahihs, it is recorded that Ibn 
Mas‘ad said that the Messenger of Allah 2 said, 


with Vy at 525 8 or WY SEA pt as tt 63 ha 
EAU GUS 26 585 ef By gh tn st 


‘The blood of a Muslim person who testifies that there is no 
deity worthy of worship except Allah and that I am _ the 
Messenger of Allah is prohibited, except for three offenses: a 
married person who commits illegal sexual intercourse, life for 
life, and whoever reverts from the religion and abandons the 
Jama‘ah (the community of faithful believers) .»'! 

There is a prohibition, a warning and a threat against killing 
the Mu‘ahid, i.e., non-Muslims who have a treaty of peace 
with Muslims. Al-Bukhari recorded that ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr 
said that the Prophet #4 said, 


"1 rath AL-Bari 13:411 and Muslim 2 :1136 
[2] Fath Al-Bari 12:209 and Muslim 3 :1302 
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HERSIG= Vea EH 


o © awe 


: = Penge a Ci phe 
Padi $3233 ia Si HSC, 


ty je Yay oly Eel 


CUE sii Beet 


YS ABN bb SGlG LAI 


wre BAe PSS cated 


oe 


tWhoever killed a person 
having a treaty of protec- 


Ca eae Ssh - tion with Muslims, shall 
aad SLA beta not smell the scent of 


: a. 4 geek 55 ; 1 
a As 25K bas 4 ae a ese though its 
iy face ce ceH <n 4 scent is perceived from a 
co MOS SHS TACT EE) distance of _ forty 
0) 
Lrere SSer rs Susu aie years .» 
RETR Cae oF Abu Hurayrah 


52 5635 Incr ss @ Sb narrated that the 
ad Ara ry SoA isi ace || Prophet # said, 
Ashi ACs ete yeas ria i, i565 : 


26. 


: 9G 1% ged “ed ae 
we ce || al aad ad laalae (fs Syn 


Sas wciia SAG oncKiTb oGe “anf ont as t3.- 
cngantiescncssfaigitsi@ |e At 2 “ 


Ore + Pree] iol a % cal 
ofA ey, eee os, « 4 Prd os ona .. 
aS er ed Ke : et fe 455 Gy 


- kta Pear 


eure ee O99 das wWhoever killed a 
person having a 
treaty of protection with the Muslims, and who enjoys the guarantee 
of Allah and His Messenger, he will have spoiled the guarantee of 
Allah [for him]. He shall not smell the scent of Paradise though its 
smell is perceived from a distance of seventy years.\ 


Ibn Majah and At-Tirmidhi recorded this Hadith, and At- 
Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Sahih.” 71 Allah’s statement, 


453s3 KS wy 5355 Kip 
<This He has commanded you that you may understand .> 


means, this is what He has commanded you that you may 
comprehend His commandments and prohibitions. 

"I Fath AL-Bari 12 :370 

(2) Tunfat Al-Ahwadhi 4 :658 and Ibn Majah 2 :896 
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€152. “And come not near to the orphan’s property, except to 
improve it, until he (or she) attains the age of full strength; and 
give full measure and full weight with justice." - We burden 
not any person, but that which he can bear - “And whenever 

ou speak, say the truth even if a near relative is concerned, 
and fulfill the covenant of Allah. This He commands you, that 
you may remember ."> 


The Prohibition of Consuming the Orphan’s Property 


‘Ata’ bin As-Sa’ib said that Said bin Jubayr said that Ibn 
‘Abbas said, “When Allah revealed, 


5 a dh ha Se hs 1d 
€And come not near to the orphan’s property, except to 
improve it.> and, 


CL ZEN SSH AERL Gall Sp 
€Verily, those who unjustly eat up the property of orphans. > 


those who were guardians of orphans separated their food 
from the orphans’ food and their drink from their drink. When 
any of that food or drink remained, they used to keep it for 
the orphan until he or she ate it or it spoiled. This became 
difficult for the companions and they talked about it to the 
Messenger of Allah 3%, and Allah sent down the Ayah, 


CRE5 AWE oy SA Oy BUS g Heep 
€And they ask you about orphans. Say: ‘The best thing is to 
work honestly in their property, and if you mix your affairs 
with theirs, then they are your brothers." > [2:220] 
Thereafter, they mixed their food and drink with food and 
drink of the orphans.” Abu Dawud collected this statement.!'! 
Allah’s statement, 


0) Abu Dawud 3 :291 
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quntil he (or she) attains the age of full strength ;>, 


refers to reaching the age of adolescence, according to Ash- 
Shabi, Malik and several others among the Salaf,!1 


The Command to Give Full Measure and Full Weight 
with Justice 


Allah’s statement, 
call Sti Seat tshs> 
and give full measure and full weight with justice.» 


is a command to establish justice while giving and taking. 
Allah has also warned against abandoning this commandment, 
when He said, 

ob hes = 


5 JAI oy BOS OH FUT ST ame bop 


oil oh ee a oe el ag 16 Wi Bae 
«Woe to Al-Mutaffifin. Those who, when they have to receive 
by measure from men, demand full measure. And when they 
have to give by measure or weight to (other) men, give less 
than due. Do they not think that they will be resurrected (for 
reckoning). On a Great Day? The Day when (all) mankind will: 
stand before the Lord of all that exists?> (83:1-6]. 


Allah destroyed an entire nation that was accustomed to 
giving less in weights and measures.!?! 
Allah said next, 


G25 Hy LE AK 
<We burden not any person, but that which he can bear.> 


that is, whoever strives while pursuing his rights and giving 
other peoples’ full rights, then there is no sin on him if he 
commits an honest mistake after trying his best and striving 
to do what is right. 


Ml At-Tabari 12 :223 
I] That is, the nation of Prophet Shu‘ayb, see Stirat ALA ‘raf 7 :85-92. 
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The Order for Just Testimony 
Allah said; 
453 5 Stee Fh sb 2 5p 

¢And whenever you give your word, say the truth even if a 

near relative is concerned .> 
This is similar to His statement, 

hdl, 58 A Gu UF te <a ley 
€O you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah as just 
witnesses .> [5:8] 


And there is a similar Ayah in Strat An-Nisad’. So Allah 
commands justice in action and .statement, with both near 
relatives and distant relatives. Indeed, Allah orders justice for 
everyone at all times and in all situations. 


Fulfilling the Covenant of Allah is an Obligation 

Allah said next, 

Cig Ai 45> 
¢and fulfill the Covenant of Allah.> 

Ibn Jarir commented, “Allah commands: Fulfill Allah’s 
commandments that He has ordered you. You will do so when 
you obey Him in what He commanded, refrain from what He 
prohibited and abide by His Book and the Sunnah of His 
Messenger #%. This constitutes fulfilling the covenant of Allah, 

4S Kid, Kits pees 
<...This He commands you, that you may remember.> 

Allah says here, that this is what He has ordered and 

commanded, and He stressed its importance for you, 


4gS% Kip 


<...that you may remember.>, that you may be advised and thus 
refrain from what you used to do before this.”!"! 


0) At-Tabari 12:225 
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€153. “And verily, this is My straight path, so follow it, and 
follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you away from 
His path. This He has ordained for you that you may have 


Taqwa ."> 
The Command to Follow Allah’s Straight Path and to 
Avoid All Other Paths 

‘Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn ‘Abbas commented on 
Allah’s statements, 


gore or 


tas & KGS LAS VD 
€And follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you away 
from His path.}, and, 


454 SE oh Sat bal D 

<(Saying) that you should establish religion and make no 

divisions in it.» [42:13], 
and similar Aydt in the Qur’a4n, “Allah commanded the 
believers to adhere to the Jamd‘ah and forbade them from 
causing divisions and disputes. He informed them that those 
before them were destroyed because of divisions and disputes 
in the religion of Allah.”"! Similar was said by Mujahid and 
several others.!?! 

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal recorded that ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘Gd 
said, “The Messenger of Allah % drew a line with his hand (in 
the sand) and said, 

Tees see 1 Meo nT) 
‘This is Allah's path, leading straight.» 
He then drew lines to the right and left of that line and said, 


to) 255 thes le Vy an ee GT Pe ots 
«These are the other paths, on each path there is a devil who 


Ul At-Tabari 12:229 
[2] as-Tabari 12 :229 


520 Tafsir Ibn_Kathir 


calls to it.» 
He then recited, 
bs oF Ky GS SAE Si AS Cat be 8 ID 
¢And verily, this is My straight path, so follow it, and follow 
not (other) paths, for they will separate you away from His 
path .>(6:153]"""! 
Al-Hakim also recorded this Hadith and said; “Its chain is 
Sahih, but they did not record it.”'! 
Imam Ahmad and ‘Abd bin Humayd recorded (and this is 
the wording of Ahmad) that Jabir said; “We were sitting with 
the Prophet # when he drew a line in front of him and said, 


tail La iso 
‘This is Allah's path.» 


He also drew two lines to its right and two lines to its left 
and said, 
agian (Le adits 
«These are the paths of Shaytan.» 
He then placed his hand on the middle path and recited this 
Ayah; 
OS tae & KR SS LHI AB Yh TAS Ct se i OF 
¢And verily, this is My straight path, so follow it, and follow 
not (other) paths, for they will separate you away from His 
path. This He has ordained for you that you may have 
Taqwa .>'I 
Imam Ahmad, Ibn Majah, in the Book of the Sunnah in his 
Sunan, and Al-Bazzar collected this Hadith.'*| Ibn Jarir 
recorded that a man asked Ibn Mas‘td, “What is As-Sirdt Al- 
Mustagqim (the straight path)?” Ibn Mas‘ad replied, 


Q) Ahmad 1:465 

2) Al-Hakim 2:318 

I3] Ahmad 3 :397 and ‘Abd bin Humayd no. 345 
4} Ibn Majah: 11 
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“Muhammad 2 left us at its lower end and its other end is in 
Paradise. To the right of this Path are other paths, and to the 
left of it are other paths, and there are men (on these paths) 
calling those who pass by them. Whoever goes on the other 
paths will end up in the Fire. Whoever takes the Straight Path, 
will end up in Paradise.” Ibn Mas‘td then recited the Ayah; 


tat & KGS LANE Wy TAS Cat bie 1 Sp 
¢And verily, this is My straight path, so follow it, and follow 
not (other) paths, for they will separate you away from His 
path .p™ ll 
Imam Ahmad recorded that, An-Nawwds bin Sam‘an said 
that the Messenger of Allah 2 said, 


cds Sigil lags 01542 IZA 6 385 ES bine IE IS 
tyke 2.0 if Gs 255 cls Biya Sb les Bey be Sra ses 
SI5f 1S bi aN S35 be 24s gtSy 1858 VG eat eoctd basco 1 L851 
BN Ag dit Gyles EE Sigg at $2 on 205 prioyy bri 
BB AB op at bey bigest SS be ety cat Ses bran 5 Ue 


‘i 
‘Allah has given a parable of the straight path, and on the two 
sides of this path, there are two walls containing door ways. 
On these door ways, there are curtains that are lowered down. 
on the gate of this path there is a caller heralding, ‘O people! 
come and enter the straight path all together and do not divide.’ 
There is also another caller that heralds from above the path, 
who says when a person wants to remove the curtain on any of 
these doors, ‘Woe to you! Do not open this door, for if you 
open it, you will enter it. The (straight) path is Islam, the two 
walls are Allah's set limits, the open doors lead to Allah's 
prohibitions, the caller on the gate of the path is Allah's Book 
(the Qur'an), while the caller from above the path is Allah's 
admonition in the heart of every Muslim.»!?l 


U1) At-Tabari 12 :230 


[2] Ahmad 4:182 
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At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasai also recorded this Hadith, and At- 
Tirmidhi said, “Hasan Gharib.”""! 
Allah’s statement, 
4LAI UE V5 Spat 
«so follow it, and follow not (other) paths...> 
describes Allah’s path in the singular sense, because truth is 
one. Allah describes the other paths in the plural, because 
they are many and are divided. Allah said in another Ayah, 
esl rey Lasts a Jj hit 5 Sb mae Ta Lal 45 “lp 
a if Re Lcsl Ags§ each dt gl Se eye Eailit 
¢Allah is the Wali (Protector or Guardian) of those who believe. 
He brings them out from darknesses into light. But as for those 
who disbelieve, their supporters are Taghut (false deities), they 
bring them out from light into darknesses. Those are the 
dwellers of the Fire, and they will abide therein forever.> 
[2:257] 
55 6385 ct BI SS Gt sat Je OS Cash 32 Gin Zt 
4G fa5 SES 135G A8 Shue Aa Lae tis; @s UB 345) dh hs 
4154. Then, We gave Musa the Book [the Tawrah], complete 
for that which is best, and explaining all things in detail and a 


guidance and a mercy that they might believe in the meeting 
with their Lord .> 


€155. And this is a blessed Book (the Qur’an) which We have 
sent down, so follow it and have Taqwa, so that you may 
receive mercy .> 
Praising the Tawrah and the Qur’an 
After Allah described the Qur'an by saying, 
AB CE Bie 4 3S> 
¢And verily, this is My straight path, so follow it...> 
He then praised the Tawrah and its Messenger, 
1 Tyhfat ALAhwadhi 8:152 and An-Nasa’i 
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CSI GD GiB 
<€Then, We gave Miisa the Book...> 
Allah often mentions the Qur’én and the Tawrah together. 
Allah said, 
Ug BY Shas ESS iy Sass UY st OT WF ons 
€And before this was the Scripture of Misd as a guide and a 
mercy. And this is a confirming Book in the Arabic language.> 
[46:12]. 
Allah said in the beginning of this Surah, 
Sis ES BG ANE Sl AS Oh ant ow Nl COS IS BD 
Cif 
¢Say: “Who then sent down the Book which Musa brought, a 
light and a guidance to mankind which you have made into 
paper sheets, disclosing (some of it) and concealing (much)?"> 
[6:91], and 
CBG IA ES 15> 
¢And this is a blessed Book which we have sent down...> [6:92] 
Allah said about the idolators, 
ds lt Fe il VG HG te b EW poder tip 
<But when the truth has come to them from Us, they say: 


“Why is he not given the like of what was given to Musd?"> 
[28:48]. Allah replied, 


iil Fo OG CASS oh YET on wok WG Whee sD 
<"Did they not disbelieve in that which was given to Miisd of 
old?" They say: “Two kinds of magic [the Tawrah and the 
Qur'an], each helping the other!" And they say: “Verily, in 
both we are disbelievers."> [28:48] 

Allah said about the Jinns that they said, 


455i Jl wae A He ot a See es EH 
<"O our people! Verily, we have heard a Book sent down after 
Misa, confirming what came before it, it guides to the truth."> 
[46:30] 
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Allah’s statement, 
(Sails Saat aod OGD 
€...complete for that which is best, and explaining all things in 
detail..."> 
means; ‘We made the Book that We revealed to Musa, a 
complete and comprehensive Book, sufficient for what he 
needs to complete his Law.’ Similarly, Allah said in another 
Ayah, 
458 JE & ASV 3 1 E> 
¢And We wrote for him on the Tablets the lesson to be drawn 
from all things.> (7:145] 
Allah’s statement, 


5221 coal E> 


<for that which is best,> means: ‘as a reward for his doing right 
and obeying Our commands and orders.’ Allah said in other 
Aydt, 
SEoyl Vy octet as Sap 
€Is there any reward a good other than what is best?}[55:60], 


ae fy oar t, 40 Zasee wy te oe GSE ae 
QE, A Ge Gy J SE pK AF Sees Sat > 


And (remember) when the Lord of Ibrahim tried him with 
(certain) commands, which he fulfilled. He (Allah) said (to 
him), “Verily, I am going to make you an Imam for 
mankind ."> (2:124] and, 


va eee <4 sw £2 j TU Oded 


€fSts Go, pies, | enw. US tA < Syhe 52; Af ote i> 


<And We made from among them (Children of Israel), leaders, 
giving guidance under Our command, when they were patient 
and believed with certainty in Our Ayat.> (32:24] 


Allah said; 
45555 6505 so" 4) Seis > 
dand explaining all things in detail and a guidance and a 
mercy> 
praising the Book that Allah sent down to Misa, while, 
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€ilaj45 
¢...that they might believe in the meeting with their Lord. And 


this is a blessed Book (the Qur'an) which We have sent down, 
so follow it and have Taqwa so that you may receive mercy .> 


This calls to following the Qur’an. Allah encourages His 
servants to follow His Book (the Qur’an) and orders them to 
understand it, adhere to it and call to it. He also describes it 
as being blessed, for those who follow and implement it in this 
life and the Hereafter, because it is the Firm Rope of Allah. 
Raw ech, FT 5 OG oe AL & List JA ty YS JD 
Hai 2 kG Bk GM cdl H esci ce UA  Ue i 
- on + fe err be Aree F ae 6 % ZS tt Be wee - 
i Spas Gal opie Ge G55 Sf one IS 2, EG sy 5 
<i, BCG, iS <3 Ga 


€156. Lest you should say: ‘The Book was sent down only to 
two sects before us, and for our part, we were in fact unaware 
of what they studied ."> 

€157. Or lest you should say: “If only the Book had been sent 
down to us, we would surely have been better guided than 
they." So now has come unto you a clear proof from your Lord, 
and a guidance and a mercy. Who then does more wrong than 
one who rejects the Ayat of Allah and Sadafa away therefrom? 
We shall requite those who turn away from Our Ayat with an 
evil torment, because of their turning away.> 


The Qur’an is Allah’s Proof Against His Creation 


Ibn Jarir commented on the Ayah, “The Ayah means, this is 
a Book that We sent down, so that you do not say, 


€G5 os KEL & 2ish Jf Typ 
<The Book was sent down only to two sects before us."> 
This way, you will have no excuse. Allah said in another Ayah, 
5G aod GS WS a SG et es I > 


ee tee 


qe ats 
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<Otherwise, they would have suffered a calamity because of 
what their hands sent forth, and said: ‘Our Lord! Why did 
You not send us a Messenger? We would then have followed 
Your Ayat.’’>[28:47}."1! 

The Ayah, 

43 o ealh &> 
¢to two sects before us> refers to the Jews and Christians, 
according to ‘Ali bin Abi Talhah who narrated it from Ibn 


‘Abbas.!7) Similar was reported from Mujahid, As-Suddi, 
Qatadah and several others.'*! Allah’s statement, 


dena 522 oS 5 


¢“...and for our part, we were in fact unaware of what they 
studied ."> 


meaning: ‘we did not understand what they said because the 


revelation was not in our tongue. We, indeed, were busy and 
unaware of their message,’ so they said. Allah said next, 


€s, ih TH 2ssit ce SAU Ses Sip 


€Or lest you should say: “If only the Book had been sent down 

to us, we would surely, have been better guided than they."> 
meaning: We also refuted this excuse, had you used it, lest 
you say, “If a Book was revealed to us, just as they received a 
Book, we would have been better guided than they are.” Allah 
also said. 

Coal ity & ott BSS Se BE oS SI LE at hp 

€And they swore by Allah their most binding oath that if a 

warner came to them, they would be more guided than any of 

the nations (before them).> [35:42] 
Allah replied here, 

452555 65 Eni os KG pee itp 

<So now has come unto you a clear proof from your Lord, and 

(I At-Tabari 12 :239 


[21 At-Tabari 12 :240 
3] At-Tabari 12:241 
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a guidance and a 
mercy .> 

Allah says, there 
has come to you from 
Allah a Glorious 
Qur’an revealed to 
Muhammad 3%, the 
Arab Prophet. In it is 
the explanation of the 
lawful and unlawful 
matters, guidance for 
the hearts and mercy 
from Allah to His 
servants who follow 
and implement it. 

Allah said; 


OERSLib: Nee cea 
CHAS SEMI ETT Sts js 
aOR Bie Stabe Ba 
CPE Scenes 
SRG REE SAAT hate 
A oueliemb co) 
PFE HI QIAN BEET pees 
eK ss eatdstabe a bred) 
AMG AB EIS SOIL 
AEA as Ad, AG adele 
SEL SG SRC MMA ID 
RASS IPAS PUN 
ain sds @ Sake, AS 
SHALES pn SKE AE 
Opa E hel asey Kank 


«Who then does more 
wrong than one who re- 


This refers to the 
one who neither benefited from what the Messenger 3% 
brought, nor followed what he was sent with by abandoning all 
other ways. Rather, he Sadafa from following the Aydt of Allah, 
meaning, he discouraged and hindered people from following it. 
This is the explanation of As-Suddi for Sadafa, while Ibn 
‘Abbas, Mujahid and Qataddah said that Sadafa means, he 
turned away from it. 


a. - ~ ote “be «, aA 22 o ote —% “ee 

Je Sh OS ht Jae SG IS oN Kan oe Ay ae op 
OE POS yd ET IS oe coe Hy CE HS oe 
CHE bf 


4158. Do they then wait for anything other than that the angels 
should come to them, or that your Lord should come, or that 
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some of the Signs of your Lord should come! The day that some 
of the signs of your Lord do come, no good will it do to a 
person to believe then, if he believed not before, nor earned good 
with his faith. Say: “Wait you! We (too) are waiting ."> 


The Disbelievers Await the Commencement of the 
Hereafter, or Some of its Portents 


Allah sternly threatens the disbelievers, those who defy His 
Messengers, deny His Aydt and hinder from His path, 
435 SE FS aE AY One Sap 
€Do they then wait for anything other than that the angels 
should come to them, or that your Lord (Allah) should come...> 


on the Day of Resurrection, 
4 CE EES ose A EG os eae Ba ale ald 
€or that some of the signs of your Lord should come! The day 
that some of the signs of your Lord do come no good will it do 
to a person to believe then.> 
Before the commencement of the Day of Resurrection, there 
will come signs and portents of the Last Hour that will be 
witnessed by the people living at that time. In a section 


explaining this Ayah, Al-Bukhari recorded that Abu Hurayrah 
said that the Messenger of Allah 2 said, 


le fs gl FO wy OB Gt Btn lb un 8 
«The Last Hour will not commence until the sun rises from the 
west. When the people witness that, they will all believe. This 
is when. - Rear fone 

435 oe EEN Fy CS WD 
¢no good will it do to a person to believe then, if he believed 
not before .p»!"! 


Ibn Jarir recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah #¢ said, 


7 57% 
° o 


(1) Fath ALBari 8:147 
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12591 135 SED; VE ae po gab rapes 
‘Three, if they appear, then a soul will not benefit from its 
faith, if it had not believed before or earned good in its faith: 


when the sun rises from the west, Ad-Dajjal and the Beast of 
the earth. 3!" 


Ahmad also recorded this Hadith, and in his narration, the 
Prophet #% mentioned the Smoke.!?! 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Amr bin Jarir said, “Three 
Muslim men sat with Marwan in Al-Madinah and they heard 
him talking about the signs (of the Last Hour). He said that 
the first sign will be the appearance of Ad-Dajjal. So these 
men went to ‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr and told him what they heard 
from Marwan about the signs. Ibn ‘Amr said, Marwan said 
nothing. I remember that I heard the Messenger of Allah # 
saying, 

GE AS BI 6555 Gk yy yl gale ey32 OAM O5t Sp 

GA Ue ANG Ee 6 Lie 
(The first of the signs to appear are the sun rising from the 
west and the Beast that appears in the early morning. 


Whichever comes before the other, then the second sign will 
appear soon after it..’s!*1 


Then ‘Abdullah said - and he used to read the Scriptures - 
“And I think the first of them is the sun rising from the west. 
That is because when it sets it comes under the Throne, 
prostrates and seeks permission to return. 

So it is permitted to return until Allah wants it to rise from 
the west. So it does as it normally would, it comes beneath 
the Throne, it prostrates and seeks permission to return. But 
it will get no response. Then it will seek permission to return 
{again], but it will get no response, until what Allah wills of 
the night to pass goes by, and it realizes that if it is permitted 
to return it would not [be able to] reach the east. 

It says; ‘My Lord! The east is so far, what good would I be to 


(1 At-Tabari 12:265 
[2] Ahmad 2:445 
131 Ahmad 2:201 
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the people?’ Until the horizons appear as a [lightless] ring, it 
seeks permission to return and is told; ‘Rise from your place,’ 
so it rises upon the people from where it set.” Then he recited, 


455 on Sth 5G CED 


no good will it do to a person to believe then, if he believed 
not before,> 


This was also recorded by Muslim in his Sahih, and Abu 
Dawud and Ibn Majah in their Sunans."! 
Allah’s statement, 


455 on Ee Gy CED 


<no good will it do to a person to believe then, if he believed 
not before,> 


means, when the disbeliever believes then, it will not be 
accepted from him. As for those who were believers before, if 
they earned righteous deeds, they will have earned a great 
deal of good. If they had not done good nor repented before 
then, it will not be accepted from them, according to the 
Hadiths that we mentioned. This is also the meaning of Allah’s 
statement, 


462 Gy BELT 


¢...nor earned good through his faith.» meaning, one’s good 
deeds will not be accepted from him unless he performed good 
deeds before. Allah said next, 


ets Oy DS 
<Say : “Wait you! We (too) are waiting." > 
This is a stern threat to the disbelievers and a sure promise 
for those who delay embracing the faith and repenting until a 
time when faith or repentance shall not avail. This will occur 
when the sun rises from the west because the Last Hour will 


then be imminent and its major signs will have begun to 
appear. Allah said in other Aydt, 


() Muslim 4:2260, Abu Dawud 4:490 and Ibn Majah 2:1353. The 
entire text is with Ahmad. The Hadith is with Muslim, the first 
sentence from ‘Abdullah is with the others. 
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<Do they then await (anything) other than the Hour, that it 
should come upon them suddenly? But some of its portents have 
already come; and when it is upon them, how can they benefit 
then by their reminder?> [47:18], 

and 


a 
ae fe 2 


dy Dae a © ey Ges 155 Hh en Be Ch Hh Cp 
€E GG OS pate itis 


<So when they saw Our punishment, they said: ‘We believe in 
Allah alone and reject (all) that we used to associate with Him 
as partners." Then their faith could not avail them when they 
saw Our punishment.> [40:84-85] 

BE oh fA Sy I UY fet a oe Sol te is he BS Galt SD 


” 


«ied for 


olay 


€159. Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into 
sects, you have no concern with them in the least. Their affair 
is only with Allah, Who then will tell them what they used to 
do.> 


Criticizing Division in the Religion 


Mujahid, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi said that this 
Ayah was revealed about the Jews and Christians.!"! Al-‘Awfi 
said that Ibn ‘Abbas commented, 


tics BUS ie 95 Sail > 
<Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into 
sects...> 


“Before Muhammad # was sent, the Jews and Christians 
disputed and divided into sects. When Muhammad #% was sent, 
Allah revealed to him, 


Gch pt ES te Wis phe WS call GD 
«Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into sects, 


(1) At-Tabari 12 :269-270 
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you have no concern with them in the least.>"! 

It is apparent that this Ayah refers to all those who defy the 
religion of Allah, or revert from it. Allah sent His Messenger 2% 
with guidance and the religion of truth so that He makes it 
victorious and dominant above all religions. His Law is one and 
does not contain any contradiction or incongruity. Therefore, 
those who dispute in the religion, 

ds sd 
€...and break up into sects,> 
religious sects, just like those who follow the various sects, 
desires and misguidance - then Allah has purified His 
Messenger 3% from their ways. In a similar Ayah, Allah said, 


€ach Ess < tls ie “4 ys u gst 3 oe i ge ei> 


¢He (Allah) has ordained for you the same ne which He 
ordained for Nih, and that which We have revealed to 
you .>(42:13] 


A Hadith reads, 
e135 Kas wu 5Y3i tsVI spokes ea 


(We, the Prophets, are half brothers but have one religion .»!") 


This, indeed, is the straight path which the Messengers have 
brought and which commands worshipping Allah alone 
without partners and adhering to the Law of the last 
Messenger 3% whom Allah sent. All other paths are types of 
misguidance, ignorance, sheer opinion and desires; and as 
such, the Messengers are free from them. Allah said here, 


6 oe Eclp 
<€You have no concern with them in the least...) [6:159). 
Allah’s statement, 
4505 6 & one ra A ail Jy 21 Ty> 
€Their affair is only with ae Who then will tell them what 
they used to do.> 
( At-Tabari 12 :269 
[2] Fath Al-Bari 6 :550 
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is similar to His statement, 
at oy Gest HIG AAG ES ae Wh Gal tee Sat ap 
Cina Oy AE dealt 
<Verily, those who believe, and those who are Jews, and the 
Sabians, and the Christians, and the Majiis, and those who 
worship others besides Allah; truly, Allah will judge between 
them on the Day of Resurrection .> [22:17] 


Allah then mentioned His kindness in His decisions and His 
justice on the Day of Resurrection, when He said, 
YG Wy MAS he Sw eo LE 
403i 
4160. Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like 
thereof to his credit, and whoever brings an evil deed shall have 


only the recompense of the like thereof, and they will not be 
wronged .> 


The Good Deed is Multiplied Tenfold, While the Sin is 
Recompensed with the Same 


This Ayah explains the general Ayah; 
405 Ea Oh TL op 
Whoever comes with good, then he will receive better than 
that .>[(28:84] 


There are several Hadiths that are in agreement with the 
apparent wording of this honorable Ayah. Imam Ahmad bin 
Hanbal recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said that the Messenger of 
Allah #% said about his Lord, 


Bee Op Has VES Ys Ee ed des 3 
SoS Gless B oo ps 35 is SUS sa J Ves 
Vy at Je ue V5 Jeg He or GAG gHiey Des Ghe of Ee 

UL 
‘Your Lord is Most Merciful. Whoever intends to perform a 
good deed and does not do it, it will be written for him as a 
good deed. If he performs it, it will be written for him as ten 
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deeds, to seven hundred, to multifold. Whoever intends to 
commit an evil deed, but does not do it, it will be written for 
him as a good deed. If he commits it, it will be written for him 
as a sin, unless Allah erases it. ony those who deserve 
destruction will be destroyed by Allah, »” 
Al-Bukhéri, Muslim and An-Nas&i also recorded this 
Hadith.' 
Ahmad also recorded that Abu Dharr said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3% said, 


iat ae il jie Wb os fue te ey fe Gt bee 
ee aA Gree earn 
“i 55 ee) e159 <3 aa we pe aa ad tis ee 


ace $ oecd 


‘Allah says, ‘Whoever bie a veel deed, will have sila 

for it and more. Whoever commits a sin, then his recompense 
will be the same, unless I forgive. Whoever commits the earth's 
fill of sins and then meets Me while associating none with Me, 
I will give him its fill of forgiveness. Whoever draws closer to 
Me by a hand’s span, I will draw closer to him by a forearm's 
length. Whoever draws closer to Me by a forearm’s length, I 
will draw closer to him by an arm's length. And whoever comes 
to Me walking, I will come to him running.’s!*\ 


Muslim also collected this Hadith.) 

Know that there are three types of people who refrain from 
committing a sin that they intended. There are those who 
refrain from committing the sin because they fear Allah, and 
thus will have written for them a good deed as a reward. This 
type contains both a good intention and a good deed. In some 
narrations of the Sahih, Allah says about this type, “He has 
left the sin for My sake.” Another type does not commit the 
sin because of forgetfulness or being busy attending to other 
affairs. This type of person will neither earn a sin, nor a 


QI Ahmad 1:279 

(21 Fath AL-Bari 11:331, Muslim 1:118 and An-Nasa’i 4 :396 
(31 Ahmad 5:153 

(4) Muslim 4 :2068 


s 


\ 
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reward. The reason being that, this person did not intend to 
do good, nor commit evil. Some people abandon the sin 
because they were unable to commit it or due to laziness, after 
trying to commit it and seeking the means that help commit 
it. This person is just like the person who commits the sin. 
There is an authentic Hadith that states, 


GO fg dss pale ues, out eh bp 
tWhen two Muslims meet with their swords, then the killer 
and the killed will be in the Fire.» 


They said, “O Allah’s Messenger! We know about the killer, 
so what about the killed?” He said, 


tele JB le Las 56 Sp 
tHe was eager to kill his companion .0'"! 


Al-Hafiz Abu Al-Qaésim At-Tabarani said that Abu Malik Al- 
Ash‘ari said that the Messenger of Allah # said, 


at SY G85 oth dt S55 Ge Si eta 355 és WS pus tin 

ET He Hi EDN od :d8 Sus 
‘Friday (prayer) to the next Friday (preayer), plus three more 
days, erase whatever was committed (of sins) between them. 


This is because Allah says: Whoever rates a good deed shall 
have ten times the like thereof to his credits'! 


Abu Dharr narrated that the Messenger of Allah 2% said, 
CAS Bi lo AS 43 JS t, ttl Sob ps 3 
«Whoever fasts three days every month, will have fasted all the 
time.» 

Ahmad, An-Nas&7, and Ibn Majah recorded this Hadith, and 
this is Anmad’s wording. At-Tirmidhi also recorded it with this 
addition; 

tals (3 Ud Gated alll J zl 
‘So Allah sent down affirmation of this statement in His Book,» 


0) al-Bukhari, nos. 31, 6875 and 7083 
[2] At-Tabarani 3 :298 
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' 4et He A ET > 


' 


 4Whoever brings a good deed shall have ten times the like 
thereof to his credit,> 


tell 3 esl? 

'Therefore, a day earns ten days.» At-Tirmidhi said; “This 
Hadith is Hasan”! There are many other Hadiths and 
statements on this subject, but what we mentioned should be 
sufficient, Allah willing, and our trust is in Him. 

2 GOtt on bee ce ag ot BB 
AAT Wardell 5 & 35 35 S45 ake | B mag 

dca I 21 
4161. Say: “Truly, my Lord has guided me to a straight path, 
a right religion, the religion of Ibrahim, Hanifan (monotheism) 
and he was not of the Mushrikin ."> 
€162. Say: “Verily, my Salah, my sacrifice, my living, and 
my dying are for Allah, the Lord of all that exists.’’> 


€163. “He has no partner. And of this I have been 
commanded, and I am the first of the Muslims."> 


Islam is the Straight Path 


Allah commands His Prophet #, the chief of the Messengers, 
to convey the news of being guided to Allah’s straight path. 
This path is neither wicked, nor deviant, 


405 Cyd 
€a right religion...» that is, established on firm grounds, 
4S i in OF 5S seat LD 
<The religion of Ibrahim, Hanifan and he was not of the 
Mushrikin .> 


Allah said in similar Aydt, 
5 7 zo den fe 
Choi tas oe Vy sees be 2 45> 


11) Ahmad 5:146, Tuhfat Al-Ahwadhi 3 :470, An-Nasa@i 4:218 and Ibn 
Majah 1 :545 
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<And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim except him 
who deludes himself?> [2:130], and, 


be vil a XS ae ee iG ose. gh eos Ge BH af Go bAgs5> 

¢And strive hard in Allah’s cause as you ought to strive. He 

has chosen you, and has not laid upon you in religion any 

hardship : it is the religion of your father Ibrahim .> [22:78], 
and, 


AGS ae Yoo MEG EN o, yo a HE Oe csi > 


34 63 oye es 1. Levee “e4,e ° acre 


ob AN Sebi SS eg 1 SS Gai 3 28105 in) ig bre Sy 2555 
40mg wt ¢ 5 8 Uy vee Lal dL al id ay Coy 


€Verily, Ibrahim was an Ummah (or a nation), obedient to 
Allah, a Hanif, and he was not one of the Mushrikin. (He was) 
thankful for His (Allah’s) favors. He (Allah) chose him (as an 
intimate friend) and guided him to a straight path. And We 
gave him good in this world, and in the Hereafter he shall be of 
the righteous. Then, We have sent the revelation to you 
(saying): “Follow the religion of Ibrahim, (he was a) Hanif, 
and he was not of the Mushrikin’’> [16:120-123]. 

Ordering the Prophet 3% to follow the religion of Ibrahim, the 
Hanifiyyah,'"'! does not mean that Prophet Ibrahim reached 
more perfection in it than our Prophet #%. Rather, our Prophet 
3% perfectly established the religion and it was completed for 
him; and none before him reached this level of perfection. This 
is why he is the Final Prophet, the chief of all the Children of 
Adam who holds the station of praise and glory, the honor of 
intercession on the Day of Resurrection. All creation (on that 
Day) will seek him, even Ibrahim the friend of Allah, peace be 
upon him [to request the beginning of Judgement]. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Ibn ‘Abbas said, “The Messenger 
of Allah was asked, ‘Which religion is the best with Allah, the 
Exalted?’ He said, 


aii Sci 


(' See the Tafsir of Sdrat Al-Bagarah no.124. 
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tAl-Hanifiyyah As-Samhah (the easy monotheism)» 
The Command for Sincerity in Worship 


Allah said next, 
hee te or 2 eyrre a ycere Ae ate 3, ¥ 
Wada os oh IS SS) 55 ae iy SD 


€Say: “Verily, my Salah, my sacrifice, my living, and my 
dying are for Allah, the Lord of the all that exists." 

Allah commands the Prophet #% to inform the idolators who 
worship other than Allah and sacrifice to something other than 
Him, that he opposes them in all this, for his prayer is for 
Allah, and his rituals are in His Name alone, without partners. 
Allah said in a similar statement, 


Ci tn ek 


4BrZG Bs Lip 
Therefore turn in prayer to your Lord and sacrifice.» {108:2], 
meaning, make your prayer and sacrifice for Allah alone. As 
for the idolators, they used to worship the idols and sacrifice 
to them, so Allah commanded the Prophet # to defy them and 
contradict their practices. Allah, the Exalted, commanded him 
to dedicate his intention and heart to being sincere for Him 
alone. Mujahid commented, 
455 3G > 
<Verily, my prayer and my Nusuk...> 
refers to sacrificing during Hajj and ‘Umrah. 


Islam is the Religion of all Prophets 
The Ayah, 
<6 I > 
¢and I am the first of the Muslims.> 


means, from this Ummah, according to Qatadah.!7! This is a 
sound meaning, because all Prophets before our Prophet # 
were calling to Islam, which commands worshipping Allah alone 
without partners. Allah said in another Ayah, 


1) Ahmad 1:236 
(23 At-Tabari 12:285 
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(How INAIA DT wr NS o Be as 


4And We did not send any Messenger before you but We 
revealed to him (saying): “None has the right to be worshipped 
but I, so worship Me.’’> [21:25] 


Allah informed us that Nah said to his people, 


ee HIS SK oA a AS Se AG op. 
(Sagi 


<But if you turn away, then no reward have I asked of you, my 
reward is only from Allah, and I have been commanded to be of 
the Muslims.> [10:72] 

Allah said, 
il 6 5 Gl g eal a ei as oY co Ge 8 SD 

4Bans 2h Hy Bs MG gat I gust at 4 ge 2555 os 

¢And who turns away from the religion of Ibrahim except him 
who deludes himself? Truly, We chose him in this world and 
verily, in the Hereafter he will be among the righteous. When 
his Lord said to him, “Submit (i.e. be a Muslim)!’ He said, “I 
have submitted myself (as a Muslim) to the Lord of the all that 
exists.” And this was enjoined by Ibrahim upon his sons and 
by Ya‘qub (saying), ““O my sons! Allah has chosen for you the 
(true) religion, then die not except as Muslims .">(2:130-132]. 

Yasuf, peace be upon him, said, 


CABG ogctit Mb Sut gull Geiss oitll & GL SS ED 

Cash ghih oo 5 L% GH 9 as 
<My Lord! You have indeed bestowed on me of the sovereignty, 
and taught me something of the interpretation of dreams - the 
(Only) Creator of the heavens and the earth! You are my Wali 
(Protector) in this world and in the Hereafter. Cause me to die 
as a Muslim, and join me with the righteous.> (12:101] 


Masa said, 
5 MG inn OS 0 OG Ss A don Ba i ot J 
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Bee OU ete er Le ve, ole ae Zoot See. res Ft ee 
C2550 HS Dey, GH Saul gi ta is Y | 


¢And Musa said: ‘‘O my people! If you have believed in Allah, 

then put your trust in Him if you are Muslims." They said: 

“In Allah we put our trust. Our Lord! Make us not a trial for 

the folk who are wrongdoers. And save us by your mercy from 

the disbelieving folk’) (10:84-86] 

Allah said, 

(ie Ga YL galt psi, Ke 335 6 ue Sol GS Gp 
CNG Sab 

<Verily, We did send down the Tawrah, therein was guidance 

and light, by which the Prophets, who submitted themselves to 

Allah's will, judged for the Jews. And the rabbis and the priests 

[did also] .> [5:44], 

and, 
Cas Gh 8G Gan D6 ysis Ge Fogel 2d sp 
<And when I (Allah) inspired Al-Hawariyyiin (the disciples) [of 


‘Isd] to believe in Me and My Messenger, they said: “We 
believe. And bear witness that we are Muslims."> [5:111] 


Therefore, Allah states that He sent all His Messengers with 
the religion of Islam, although their respective laws differed 
from each other, and some of them abrogated others. Later on, 
the Law sent with Muhammad 3% abrogated all previous laws 
and nothing will ever abrogate it, forever. Certainly, 
Muhammad’s Law will always be apparent and its flags raised 
high, until the Day of Resurrection. 

The Prophet 35 said, 


thely Eas ote SYGF IY Feta tie 
‘We, the Prophets, are half brothers, but our religion is 
11] 
one.» 


Half brothers, mentioned in the Hadith, refers to the 
brothers to one father, but different mothers. Therefore, the 
religion, representing the one father, is one; worshipping Allah 


(1) Fath Al-Bari 6:550 
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alone without partners, even though the laws which are like 
the different mothers in this parable, are different. Allah the 
Most High knows best. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that ‘Ali said that when the 
Messenger of Allah 3% used to start the prayer with Takbir 
[saying, “Allahu Akbar’ (Allah is the Great)] he would then 
supplicate, 


Ob SSE ge Uh ys Gs Joi8y oie Li oil gts Suey 

Call 3 ab psy GIS S45 gale 
«I have directed my face towards He Who has created the 
heavens and earth, Hanifan and I am not among the 


Mushrikin. Certainly, my prayer, sacrifice, living and dying 
are all for Allah, Lord of the worlds.» 


J53iy ot Cb ate th oo SE ah ch i aa 

eG). ee ee ee ee 
SE oY sai AY Si ek V Get J bb SL 
SOW YE 2 GV fe Soy al ed wag 9 


Hy Oy Maeel Stuy 255g 


“O Allah! You are the King, there is no deity worthy of 
worship except You. You are my Lord and I am Your servant. 
I have committed wrong against myself and admitted to my 
error, so forgive me all my sins. Verily, You, only You forgive 
the sins. (O Allah!) Direct me to the best conduct, for none 
except You directs to the best conduct. Divert me from the 
worst conduct, for only You divert from the worst conduct. 


Glorified and Exalted You are. I seek Your forgiveness and 
repent to You.vl!! 


This Hadith, which was also recorded by Muslim in the 
Sahih,'*) continues and mentions the Prophet’s supplication in 
his bowing, prostrating and final sitting positions. 


3 


3S Ae ene 


to IGEN SILAGE FSH AABDD 
ae ac ee o AL os kee 4 2h Eret os 
CNCSME 03 OF ty SA Ke Ss HS Gy, 


21 Ahmad 1:102 
[2] Muslim 1 7534 
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€164. Say: “Shall I seek a lord other than Allah, while He is 
the Lord of all things? No person earns any (sin) except against 
himself (only), and no bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of 
another. Then unto your Lord is your return, so He will tell 
you that wherein you have been differing." 


The Command to Sincerely Trust in Allah 
Allah said, 


<i> 


<Say>, O Muhammad #, to those idolators, about 
worshipping Allah alone and trusting in Him, 


45 AS it I> 
Shall I seek a lord bee than Allah...> [6:164], 


War ode 


ae p> 


«while He is the Lord ui " things? > and Who protects and 
saves me and governs all my affairs? But, I only trust in Him 
and go back to Him, because He is the Lord of everything, 
Owner of all things and His is the creation and the decision. 


This Ayah commands sincerely trusting Allah, while the 
Ayah before it commands sincerely worshipping Allah alone 
without partners. These two meanings are often mentioned 
together in the Qur’an. Allah directs His servants to proclaim, 


455 BS XS BG 
€You (alone) we worship, and You (alone) we ask for help (for 
each and every thing).> [1:5] 
Allah said, 
6% Jess testy 
€So worship Him and put your trust in Him.> [11:123], and 
im 855 oy Ee SN 3B SED 
Say: “He is the Most Gracious (Allah), in Him we believe, 
and in Him we put our trust’ .> [67:29], and, 


€ESG HK AY GVH 2d BD 
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«Lord of the east and the west; none has the right to be 
worshipped but He. So take Him a guardian.» [73:9] 


There are similar Aydt on this subject. 


Every Person Carries His Own Burden 
Allah said, 
AS ts OG tS 1A LS 

No person earns any (sin) except against himself (only), and 

no bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another.» 
thus emphasizing Allah’s reckoning, decision and justice that 
will occur on the Day of Resurrection. The souls will only be 
recompensed for their deeds, good for good and evil for evil. No 
person shall carry the burden of another person, a fact that 
indicates Allah’s perfect justice. Allah said in other Aydt, 

C53 5 A Sh Tih he SE Fae Sy HE GE yd 

<And if one heavily laden calls another to (bear) his load, 

nothing of it will be lifted even though he be near of kin.> 

(35:18), 

and, 
40s ¥) GE SE > 

<Then he will have no fear of injustice, nor of any curtailment 

(of his reward) .> (20:112] 
Scholars of Tafsir commented, “No person will be wronged by 
carrying the evil deeds of another person, nor will his own 
good deeds be curtailed or decreased.” Allah also said; 


Cid ly ey EL GS KD 

<Every person is a pledge for what he has earned. Except those 

on the Right.> [74:38-39], 
meaning, every person will be tied to his evil deeds. But, for 
those on the right — the believers — the blessing of their good 
works will benefit their offspring and relatives, as well. Allah 
said in Surat At-Tur, 

Ch i lt & EN OS FS hy GD oy oriah SD Dn ld 
<And those who believe and whose offspring follow them in 
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faith, to them shall We join their offspring, and We shall not 
decrease the reward of their deeds in anything.> [52:21], 


meaning, We shall elevate their offspring to their high grades 
in Paradise, even though the deeds of the offspring were less 
righteous, since they shared faith with them in its general 
form. Allah says, We did not decrease the grades of these 
righteous believers so that those (their offspring and relatives) 
who have lesser grades, can share the same grades as them. 
Rather Allah elevated the lesser believers to the grades of their 
parents by the blessing of their parents’ good works, by His 
favor and bounty. Allah said next (in Surat At-Tiur), 
595 SG gi FD 
<Every person is a pledge for that which he has earned.> 
[52:21], meaning, of evil. 


Allah’s statement here, 
CAC 1 Ak RG << bie 4 
ile 13 Py SAG Kes SPD 


<Then unto your Lord is your return, so He will tell you that 
wherein you have been differing .> 


means, work you (disbelievers), and we will also work. Surely, 
both you and us will be gathered to Allah and He will inform 
us of our deeds and your deeds and the decision on what we 
used to dispute about in the life of this world. Allah said in 
other Aydt, 

CEG OS LG 
€Say: “You will not be asked about our sins, nor shall we be 
asked of what you do." Say: “Our Lord will assemble us all 
together, then He will judge between us with truth. And He is 
the Just Judge, the All-Knower of the true state of affairs."> 
[34:25-26]. 


17 Se oe Ss soo 38 Bere ogee AS ee oh ee -s- 
SS © 3 aod yao caw b9 ae eo Ni ae peal od ry 
4605 3 Bs yal be a 
4165. And it is He Who has made you generations coming after 
generations, replacing each other on the earth. And He has 
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raised you in ranks, some above others that He may try you in 
that which He has bestowed on you. Surely, your Lord is Swift 
in retribution, and certainly He is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful .> 


Allah Made Mankind Dwellers on the earth, Generation 
After Generation, of Various Grades, in order to Test 
Them 


Allah said, 
4GNi Gi tS call 05> 
<And it is He Who has made you generations coming after 
generations, replacing each other on the earth.> 


meaning, He made you dwell on the earth generation after 
generation, century after century and offspring after 
forefathers, according to Ibn Zayd and others. Allah also said, 


CSA BMT g SE SU AS Sp 

<And if it were Our will, We would have made angels to 
replace you on the earth> [43:60], and, 

Ciel da teins > 
€And makes you inheritors of the Earth, generations after 
generations.» [27:62], and 

CGE BNI 4 Je Np 
<Verily, I am going to place (mankind) generations after 
generations on earth.> [2:30], 

and, 
45905 Giz FES NI 9 Bits -e5e he A KH > 


<It may be that your Lord will destroy your enemy and make 
you successors on the earth, so that He may see how you act.> 
(7:129] 


Allah’s statement, 
4555 gh 35 Kae Gp 


¢And He has raised you in ranks, some above others,> 
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means, He has made you different from each other with 
regards to provision, conduct, qualities, evilness, shapes, color 
of skin, and so forth, and He has the perfect wisdom in all 
this. Allah said in other Aydt, 
CES os fi 

It is We Who portion out between them their livelihood in this 

world, and We raised some of them above others in ranks, so 

that some may employ others in their work.> [43:32], 
and, 

OIE Bs 5.53 BN AS Gos F res CS GF Hp 

¢See how We prefer one above another (in this world), and 

verily, the Hereafter will be greater in degrees and greater in 

preferment.> [17:21] 

Allah’s statement, 
qian © 3 Sl> 

«that He may try you in that which He has bestowed on you.> 
means, so that He tests you in what He has granted you, for 
Allah tries the rich concerning his wealth and will ask him 
about how he appreciated it. He also tries the poor concerning 
his poverty and will ask him about his patience with it. 


Muslim recorded that Abu Said Al-Khudri said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3% said, 


Gan 86 Sb bu ee ys Kaden a by b2t Ge cin bp 

Lb E56 Jains oo Se AGE OB suet 1,815 
‘Verily, this life is beautiful and green, and Allah made you 
dwell in it generation after generation so that He sees what you 
will do. Therefore, beware of this life and beware of women, for 


the first trial that the Children of Israel suffered from was with 
women 3] 


Allah’s statement, 


(2) Muslim 4:2098 
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<Surely, your Lord is swift in retribution, and certainly He is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.> 
this is both discouragement and encouragement, by reminding 
the believers that Allah is swift in reckoning and punishment 
with those who disobey Him and defy His Messengers, 


o5 Sxl 55> 
¢And certainly He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful .> 
for those who take Him as protector and follow His Messengers 
in the news and commandments they conveyed. Allah often 


mentions these two attributes together in the Qur'an. Allah 
said, 
CG AS OS O5 Aelb & oll pat SS Gp 
<But verily, your Lord is full of forgiveness for mankind in 
spite of their wrongdoing. And verily, your Lord is (also) 
severe in punishment» [13:6], 
and, 


SAA SGaN ys BG MLN Fist Ol of eats tos HED 


<Declare unto My servants, that truly, I am the Oft-Forgiving, 
the Most Merciful. And that My torment is indeed the most 
painful torment .> [15:49-50] 


There are similar Aydt that contain encouragement and 
discouragement. Sometimes Allah calls His servants to Him 
with encouragement, describing Paradise and making them 
eager for what He has with Him. Sometimes, He calls His 
servants with discouragement, mentioning the Fire and its 
torment and punishment, as well as, the Day of Resurrection 
and its horrors. Sometimes Allah mentions both so that each 
person is affected by it according to his or her qualities. We 
ask Allah that He makes us among those who obey what He 
has commanded, avoid what He has prohibited, and believe in 
Him as He has informed. Certainly, He is Near, hears and 
answers the supplication, and He is the Most Kind, Generous 
and Bestowing. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said that the 
Messenger of Allah 3% said, 


Ue 53 pits 3 Sel kes Geb UG Seti Ge at Be U Lepsh Giks gh 
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io Beth 39 55 Bu i GE Bay, Sof bs oot y, dt te 
15 hiss Leg abl eg | Seis alt 
«lf the believer knew Allah's punishment, no one will hope in 
entering His Paradise. And if the disbeliever knew Allah's 
mercy, no one will feel hopeless of acquiring Paradise. Allah 
created a hundred kinds of mercy. He sent down one of them to 
His creation, and they are merciful to each other on that 
account. With Allah, there remains ninety-nine kinds of 
mercy .3!41 
Muslim and At-Tirmidhi also recorded this Hadith, At- 
Tirmidhi said “Hasan”. Abu Hurayrah narrated that the 
Messenger of Allah 3% said, 
CHE 285 Gy dl G8 tke GB Cts Gs CS HAN an GE ch 
«When Allah created the creation, He wrote in a Book, and this 
Book is with Him above the Throne: ‘My mercy overcomes My 
anger.‘s!2l 
This is the end of the Tafsir of Sdrat Al-An‘adm, all the thanks 
and appreciation for Allah. 


YW This is the End of Volume Three. 
Y Volume Four begins with Surat Al-A‘raf 


w Ww Ww 


0! Ahmad, 2:334, Tuhfat AlLAhwadhi 9 :527 and Muslim 4:2109 
2] Muslim 4 :2107. 


